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Christian Education, we know, like any education begins at home. For instance, I learned
many of the Bible stories at home in comic
book form. Until I was eight I thought Snuffy
Smith was one of the 12 disciples. Thanks to
my parents and a less than amused Sunday
School teacher I learned otherwise.
In all seriousness, it is apparent that our biblical literacy as a denomination could be better
than it is. Northminster hopes to help remedy
that. We will, through our Christian Education
at Northminster Presbyterian, help improve our
knowledge of the Bible and of how to live in right relationship with
God. In addition we will learn about the Church’s work in Mission
and invite speakers from the community to come and share about
local happenings.
We will begin our Christian Education in the Adult Forum following worship on September 6. The adult class takes place beginning
at 11:10 a.m. and lasts until noon each Sunday. On both September
6 and 13 we will play Bible Jeopardy as the program. It is just like
the game Jeopardy except it has all biblical questions. We will play
in teams so if you don’t know who Bildad the Shuhite is you don’t
have to worry, someone will.
On September 20 Kathie Harbaugh will be presenting a proposal for
a sex education curriculum that can be used in churches and for parents at home with children and youth as well.
September 27 the Mission and Outreach Committee will tell us
about the Peacemaking Offering that is collected on World Communion Sunday (October 4). October 4 we will begin the video series “Living the Questions II.” It will last through November 22.
November 29-December 20 we plan to present Advent themed material. December 13 will be a presentation on the Christmas Joy
Offering. An adult class will also be offered on a day during the
week to be announced. It will be the “Living the Questions II” series and it will allow ample time for discussion.
(continued on next page)
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Deana Knotts, Newsletter Editor
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Adult Visionary Ministry

New educational materials called “We Believe” have been purchased for children ages
2 thru 12 and are sure to be easy to use for
teachers. Both digital and written materials
are available for your perusal in the church
office. If you have not yet signed up to teach,
look for the sign up sheet in the Family Room
and speak with Dwight about dates you are
available. If you are a parent, we ask that you
commit to at least three Sundays in the fall
and three in the winter to teach.
On a more personal note, if there are any folks
willing to teach the 2-5 year olds in order for
my wife, Sarah, to be able to worship on occasion, we would welcome the help. Please
speak with Sarah about the dates you are willing to do so. The curriculum is already in
place and waiting to be put to use for all aged
children.
We look forward to a good year of fellowship
and fun as we learn alongside one another.
God has some good things in store for us. I
look forward to seeing you in class.

“The Visionaries”
The “Visionaries” will meet for
their Annual Day of Renewal on
Friday,
September 11 at the
church. The speaker for the day
will be Rev. Merrit Worthen. The
day will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the
Family Room with coffee and
donuts. The program will begin at 10:00 a.m. Lunch
will be provided at noon by the AVM. Look for a signup sheet posted in the Family Room.
On Saturday, September 19 we will meet at the church
at 4:30 p.m. to car-pool to Cedarville for dinner at Main
Street Station. After dinner will be traveling to Clifton to
the Opera House for entertainment by the Ragtime Riverboat Rats. The program starts at 7:30 p.m. and admission is $7.00.
If you need transportation to an event, please indicate so
on the sign-up sheet. For additional information on any
“Visionary” activity, contact Howard Garrett 390-3194
or Dick White 399-7305, AVM Associates.

Dwight
__________________________________

SEPTEMBER YOUTH
GROUP SCHEDULE
Youth Group Meetings
Sunday, September 13
4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 27
4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Clifton Ave. Church of God Food Pantry
Saturday, September 19

9:30 a.m.

Youth Hosting Café
Sunday, September 27

9:30 a.m.

News from the Library
If you have not visited the church library recently, please
stop in anytime before or after worship or weekdays during office hours. During the summer while becoming
acquainted with the inventory, I have been delighted to
discover many interesting books that I certainly want to
sign out. When you find a book that you would like to
read, please take the card out of the book, sign your first
and last name, along with the date that you are taking out
the book and place the card on the librarian’s desk. Try
to return the book to the desk within three weeks. We
also have gained several new paperbacks that have been
donated by members. The paperbacks are located in a
small book case near the videos. The paperbacks have
no cards, so just enjoy reading them and return them to
the librarian’s desk when finished. Also, take some time
to look at our collection of videos. I’ll write more about
them next month. The library is located on the main
floor, down the hallway, by the choir room. Happy
Reading!!!
Ruth George, Church Librarian
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Church Corporation
President
Vice President
Clerk of Session
Treasurer

Kent Sherry
Chuck Mansfield
Lois Shroyer
Bill Harrison

______________________

Session
Class of 2010
Jim Griffin
Diana Harrison
Lois Shroyer
Emily Spriggs
Jim Twiggs
Class of 2011
Sally Asper
Cindy Ater
Bill Chesnut
Paul Good
Carol Emerich
Class of 2012
Marcia Barga
Kevin Creager
Susan Dersch
Diana Schneider
Kent Sherry

Deacons
Class of 2010
Mark Brush
Joan Garrett
Greg Veith
Class of 2011
LeaAnn Hoefer
Chuck Mansfield
Ron Montgomery
Class of 2012
Bill Benston
Tricia Foster
Elise Spriggs

Session Highlights
The Session met in Regular stated meeting August 18, 2009
at 7:00 PM, beginning in the sanctuary for Scripture reading,
a time of prayer, then returning to the Family Room.
Alex Creager met briefly with the Session to thank the Session and the congregation for our support of him during his
year as a mission volunteer in Northern Ireland.
The “order of the day” was the triennial visit from the Presbytery Committee on Ministry representatives (The Rev. Dr.
Shelley Wiley, pastor at New Carlisle, Honey Creek, Northminster’s current COM liaison, and Elder Cindi Cook, also of
Honey Creek, Northminster’s former liaison). The COM
visitors spent time with the Pastor alone, with the Session
alone, and then with the Pastor and Session together. They
asked the Pastor and Session together to answer three questions: 1) What are you celebrating as a church?; 2) What challenges are you facing?; and 3) What can the Committee on
Ministry do to help you as a session and as a congregation?
Northminster will receive a written report of the visit that can
be shared with the congregation.
Then the Session received reports from the Pastor and most of
the committees of Session. Several of the committees shared
their goals for 2010 (and the projected cost), as the Pastor had
asked them to do.
The Property Committee is checking into installing a chair lift
from the library level to the office level so that our members
who have difficulty with stairs will have access to the office/
loft area. It was suggested that a grant may be available from
PCUSA or another source to help with the cost.
Finance Committee reported that total receipts year to date
are $101,725 and expenses are $118,604. Usually, giving is
higher during the last quarter of the year, and if that holds true
this year, part of the deficit will be made up.
Session approved a motion from Mission and Outreach Committee to give Northminster’s portion of the Pentecost Offering (received May 31) to Project Woman.
Elder Carol Emerich reported that the dedication of the Apostle Build House will take place on Thursday, September 10 at
6:00 PM.
The next stated meeting of Session is September 15, 2009 at
7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try to
serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk
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Report from the Property Committee
The property committee has been busy this summer
with lawn and shrub maintenance as well as property
repairs. The air conditioning electrical service was
struck by lightening this spring requiring repairs to the
electrical service. Various plumbing issues and lighting repairs were attended to. Carpets were cleaned in
the sanctuary, narthex, family room, chapel, front hall
and choir room. Our thanks go out to Mark Brush for
being able to do this in-house saving us a large carpet
cleaning bill.

HOG ROAST
Sunday, September 27, 2009
Come and enjoy a good old fashioned hog
BBQ put on by Andy Barga and his hog

Removal of old shrubs, replanting and care of flower
beds were also completed. Another large project completed in-house for only the cost of materials, purchased at a large discount, was the addition to the retaining wall at the lower community room exterior
entrance. Thanks go to Dave Asper, Ed Generous and
Chuck Mansfield for their hard labors. In the process
they physically handled 10,000 pounds of concrete
block and moved 12,000 pounds of top soil. This project was done to divert the water run off on the west
side of the church preventing it from entering the
lower area as it did earlier in the year.
Two clean up days were scheduled this spring and
summer. Rain slowed us down on the first one and
lack of attendance on the second one hampered getting everything done we hoped to accomplish.
Budgets are being prepared for the coming year and
property has a long list of things needed to maintain
the upkeep and appearance to the church. Some of the
items on the list are furniture replacement in the family room and narthex. Carpeting in the choir room
and hall way to the narthex, stair lift chair to the second floor offices, audio visual system in the sanctuary
and updates to the kitchen are a few on the near term
list. Realizing these are difficult to fund at this time,
we are offering these as opportunities for individuals
or church groups to assist with financial assistance
and special giving.
The committee thanks everyone for their help and
support in maintaining the Lord’s house of worship.
Paul Good
Co-Chair Property Committee

helpers. Plan on a fun afternoon and good
food after church services, Sunday, September 27 at the picnic shelter. If you have
never experienced Andy’s previous hog
roast, you don’t want to miss this one.
Don’t forget to mark your calendar. In the
event of bad weather, the food will be
served indoors so don’t let the thought of
rain keep you away. Side dishes and drinks
will be provided.

No cost, but donations

and desserts will be accepted.

APOSTLE BUILD FUNDRAISER

Chocolate Tasting Party
Saturday, October 24
The Mission and Outreach Committee
invites you to a Chocolate Tasting Party
at the church on
Saturday, October 24 at 7:00 P.M.
Tickets are $7.00 per person and will
include chocolate tasting, beverages,
dessert and entertainment.
Proceeds will benefit the
Apostle Build Project.
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September Birthdays
Montserrat Lau
Sharon Jenkins
Dylan Hooper
Joyce Bruce
Burt McKaig
Gay Steiner
Kathie Harbaugh
Howard Garrett
Adam Stout
Diana Schneider
Dwilla Cramer
Chris Molnar
Rosie DesCombes
Joan Watson

September 3
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 7
September 14
September 16
September 18
September 23
September 24
September 27
September 27
September 28
September 28

Lectionary Readings
Sunday, September 6
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 7:24-37
Sunday, September 13
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19
James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
Sunday, September 20
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37
Sunday, September 27
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50

Usher Schedule
Art and LeaAnn Hoefer
Ron Montgomery
Shirley Sebright-Bierley
September 20 Ron Montgomery
Shirley Sebright-Bierley
September 27 Bill and Barbara Benston

NORTHERN LIGHT

HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . .
Nancy Jean Graves
September 2009
What Is A Colonoscopy?
A colonoscopy is a test that allows your doctor to look at
the inner lining of your large intestine (rectum and colon). He or she uses a thin, flexible tube called a colonoscope to look at the colon. The routine procedure is
quick with little discomfort, and provides an unobstructed
view of the colon. Colonoscopies are usually performed
as an outpatient procedure, and during the procedure tissue samples can be collected (biopsy) and abnormal
growths can be taken out.
A colonoscopy is generally recommended when at least
one of the following has occurred: change in bowel habits, blood in stool, persistent abdominal pain, or patient is
50 years or older. Colonoscopies are one of the best tools
healthcare professionals have to detect colon cancer as
well as diagnose other gastrointestinal issues.
Before this test you will need to clean out your colon.
Preparation usually takes 18 to 24 hours prior to the test.
For many people, the prep is more trying than the actual
test. Plan to stay home during your prep time, since you
will need to use the bathroom often. It is important that
your colon is clean for a satisfactory test.
You will probably receive a mild sedative before the procedure. The exam takes from 20 minutes to one hour.
You will be able to resume normal activities at the completion of the procedure.
Submitted by:
Patricia Fairbanks, R.N. Parish Nurse
St. Bernard’s Church

September 6
September 13

Greeter Schedule
Joe Bindley
Ron Montgomery
September 13 Bill and Cindy Chesnut
September 20 Don and Donna Rankin
September 27 Pete and Liz Torok

“Everybody thinks
of changing humanity,
and nobody thinks of
changing himself.”

September 6

-Leo Tolstoy
Via Lois Ward
From the Joyful Noiseletter Aug.-Sept. 2009
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators……...……………………………………………...Dwilla Cramer & Joan Generous
Secretary…………………………………………………..……….………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer….……………………………………………..…………….……………….Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Ruth George
Meets 2nd Monday
Esther Circle will meet on Monday, September
14 at 6:15 p.m. at the church for a salad supper.
Hostesses: Nancy Baker and Anne Hines

PW BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, September 2
@ 10:00 AM

MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE
Leader: Ruth Martin
Meets 3rd Friday
*Change in meeting day. Mary-Martha Circle
will meet on the third Friday of the month at
10:30 a.m.
Mary-Martha Circle will meet on Friday, September 18 at 10:30 a.m. at the church. This will
be a planning meeting. Bring a sandwich for
lunch.

CRAIG HOUSE MEALS
On the 4th Monday of each month, PW delivers
an evening meal for 12 men living at Craig House,
a homeless shelter for men. If you would like to
help by providing either a meat, vegetable, salad
or dessert, please sign-up on the sheet located on
the bulletin board in the Family Room. Your donations may be brought to the church on the Sunday before or picked up at your home. This
month’s meal date is Monday, September 28.
Call or see Marcia or Andy Barga (399-9839) for
more information.

REBEKAH/SARAH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Rebekah/Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday,
September 10 at 12:00 noon at the church.
Hostess: Donna Rankin
BAZAAR WORKSHOP
The Bazaar Workshop resumes on Tuesday, September 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the
lower level Community Room. No prior experience is needed to join the workshop.
If you
would enjoy spending a morning with the girls and
have an interest in crafts, why not consider joining
us? We will be working on items for our Annual
Holiday Bazaar scheduled for Saturday, November 7. For additional information, contact Joan
Generous 969-8130 or Barb Aker 399-3967.

PW SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Mark Your Calendar Now!
The Presbyterian Women of
Northminster are sponsoring
a Spaghetti Supper on
Thursday, September 17,
2009 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
at the church. Cost: Adults
$6.50; Children ages 4-12,
$3; Children age three and
under eat free. This supper
is a fundraiser for the Presbyterian Women of Northminster. Please pass the
word, plan to join us and
bring your friends!!!
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September 2009
September 5

Pancake Breakfast

September 6

Sunday School Classes Resume

September 7

Labor Day—Office Closed

September 11

AVM Annual Day of Renewal

September 15

Men’s Breakfast

September 15

Session Meeting

September 17

PW Spaghetti Supper

September 19

AVM Clifton Opera House

September 27

Hog Roast after worship

NORTHMINSTER’S VISION STATEMENT
REJOICE! RENEW! REACHOUT!
A church family that lives and shares its Christian faith by rejoicing, renewing and reaching out!

September 2009
Mon

7
Office Closed
Labor Day

Tue

Wed
2
10:00 PW Board
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:15 Choir

3

Thu
4

Fri

5

Sat

8:00 Pancake
Breakfast

11
9:30 Annual Day
of Renewal

26

9;30 Youth Clifton
Ave. Church of
God Food
Pantry
7:00 AVM Clifton
Opera House

12

8
9
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:15 Choir

10
12:00 Rebekah/
Sarah Circle
6:00 Apostle Build
House
Dedication

18
19
10:30 Mary-Martha
Circle

25

17
5:00 PW Spaghetti
Supper

1

Northminster Presbyterian Church
Sun

6
Sunday School
Classes Resume
Blood Pressure
Screening
13
4:30 Youth Group

22
23
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:15 Choir

24

16
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:15 Choir

21
Deadline for
October Newsletter

15
7:00 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp
7:00 p.m. Session

20

28
6:30 Quilt Guild

29
30
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 9:30 Mail Newsletter
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:15 Choir

14
10:00 AVM Board
6:00 Finance
6:15 Esther Circle
Salad Supper

27
Youth Hosting Cafe
Hog Roast
after worship
4:30 Youth Group

