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The Northern Light is published  

monthly September thru May  
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please contact the editor so a  

correction can be made. 
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NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

MAY 2010                                                              ISSUE 5                                                                 

I want to call on our congregation as a 

whole to reach into its biblical literacy.  The 

Planning Team is going to be asking us to 

think about some texts from the Bible at an 

upcoming event and I want to help us prime 

our minds and hearts for the event by offer-

ing you the chance to think about some Bi-

ble stories between now and then.  So find 

your Bible (hopefully it isn’t too dusty) and open it up to find 

some of the texts I list here and read them.  I want you to choose 

which biblical story represents where you think Northminster 

Presbyterian Church is right now and also where you feel God is 

leading us to be.  I also would like you to find the story in the 

Bible that most reflects where you are right now in your life, or 

a story that resonates with you because of how you feel like 

your faith has developed.  So find a story or two that has mean-

ing for the life of Northminster, and a story that has meaning for 

you.  Be prepared to talk about why you have found meaning in 

the story or stories.  If you have questions about the assignment 

then please talk with me (937) 244-6769.  I’m offering a list of 

texts.  It is not comprehensive.  If there is a biblical text that you 

know of that isn’t listed here but speaks to what you’ve been 

asked to do, then have that text ready to discuss.  We have sev-

eral weeks as we’re aiming for a congregation wide event on 

June 6th.  We know graduations are that weekend-but are there 

ceremonies happening at 11AM?  Not likely. So read away and 

show up ready to help discern God’s direction for Northminster.  

Enjoy the reading-the Bible is our unique and authoritative wit-

ness to the relationship of God with humanity.   

Dwight 
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Session Highlights 

The Session met in regular stated meeting April 20 
in the Family Room.  Rev. McCormick opened the 

meeting with prayer at 7:08 PM. 

The Pastor led the Session in exploring various sto-
ries/parables from the Bible, searching for stories 
that might describe Northminster’s past, present, or 

future.   

The Session received reports from the Pastor and 

most of the committees of Session. 

The Pastor reported that he will be gone April 21-
22 to attend a Board of Pensions workshop as the 
Committee on Ministry representative.  He offici-
ated at the funeral of Kathryn Lucille Emmons 
(died March 19, 2010) at the Littleton & Rue Fu-
neral Home.  Interment was in Glen Haven Memo-

rial Gardens. 

Session unanimously approved a motion from the 
Planning Committee to host a catered dinner for the 
congregation after worship on June 6, 2010.  At the 
dinner the Planning Committee will share some of 
what they have learned during their conversations 
with the various groups within the congregation.  
There will also be opportunity for congregation 

members to engage in discussion/conversation.  

Elder Jim Twiggs reported for the Finance Com-
mittee that total income for January 1 through 
March 12 was $46,665 and total expenses were 

$54,471, producing a deficit of $7,806. 

The next stated meeting of Session is May 25, 2010 

at 7:00 PM, with committees meeting at 6:00 PM. 

Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session 

as we try to serve this congregation and our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

       -Lois Shroyer, Clerk 

‘If I had my life 
to live over again . . .’ 

If I had my life to live over again . . . 

• “Instead of wishing away nine months 

of pregnancy, I’d have cherished every 
moment and realized that the wonder-
ment growing inside me was the only 
chance in life to assist God in a miracle.” 

• “When my kids kissed me impetuously, I 

wouldn’t have said, ‘Later.  Now go get 
washed up for dinner.’  There would 
have been more ‘I love you’s.’ More ‘I’m 
sorry’s.’” 

• “Don’t worry about who doesn’t like 

you, who has more, or who’s doing 
what.” 

• “Instead, let’s cherish the relationships 

we have with those who do love us.” 

• “I would have taken the time to listen to 

my grandfather ramble about his 
youth.” 

• “I would have talked less and listened 

more.” 

• “I would have shared more of the re-

sponsibility with my husband.” 

• “Let’s think about what God has blessed 
us with.  And what we are doing each 
day to promote ourselves mentally, 
physically, emotionally.” 

        -Erma Bombeck 
                                     The Joyful Noiseletter 

  

Food for Thought 

A Meal with a Mission 
Sunday, June 6th  
(following worship) 

 
A catered dinner hosted by:  

Northminster’s Planning Committee 
 

�A time for the Planning Team 

to share some of the results 
of their work as they prepare 

to go to the next level of planning 

for Northminster’s future. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

        Steve Harbaugh  May 1 

        Mary Heida  May 2 

       Kevin Creager  May 3 

       Carolyn Wilson  May 5 

       Virginia Binkley  May 11 

       Brian Spurgin  May 11 

       Jerilyn Hines  May 16 

       Ryan Hooper  May 16 

       Samuel Cooke  May 17 

       Eric Barga   May 18 

       Tom Spurgin  May 19 

       Marica Barga  May 21 

       Mary Wunderlich  May 21 

       Matthew Dodds  May 24 

      Diana Harrison  May 27 

      Christine Sherry  May 31 

____________________________ 

 

Pentecost’s ‘drunken disciples’ 

Think of Pentecost as ‘the birthday of the 

Church.’  The disciples were so filled with 
the Spirit that it appeared to many as if they 
were filled with alcoholic spirits! 
 
“St Peter even had to interrupt his preaching 
to explain to the crowds.  ‘These men are not 
drunk, as you suppose—it’s only nine 
o’clock in the morning!’ 
 
“They were ‘drunk on Jesus.’  The power of 
the Gospel had put them in an ‘altered state.’  
 
“The Holy Spirit utterly transformed those 
timid disciples into bold evangelists.  Such is 
the power of God!  Those few people, filled 
with the Spirit, proved to be unstoppable; 
they changed the world. 
 
“Be a Pentecost person.  Be a person of 
power!  Let the Holy Spirit fill you with 
amazing joy and new life, life so abundant 
that you can’t help sharing it with others!” 

                    -Rev. Paul Holte 
   St. Paul Lutheran Church, Neenah, WI 
                 The Joyful Noiseletter 

ESTHER CIRCLE                              Meets 2nd Monday  

Leader:  Ruth George           
Esther Circle will meet at the church on Monday, May 10 

at 6:15 p.m. for a salad supper. 
Hostesses:  Dwilla Cramer and Cindy Chesnut    
 

MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE                 Meets 3rd Friday  

Leader:  Ruth Martin  

Mary-Martha Circle will meet at the church on Friday, 
May 21 at 10:30 a.m. 
  
 

REBEKAH/SARAH CIRCLE         Meets 2nd Thursday  

Leader:  Joyce Carpenter                 

Rebekah/Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, May 13 at 
12:00 noon at “No Such Fair” restaurant  in Urbana.    
  

    
    
    
    

 

CRAIG HOUSE MEALS   

PW will deliver an evening meal for 12 men living at 
Craig House, a homeless shelter for men, on Monday, 

May 24th.  If you are interested in providing either a 
meat, vegetable, salad or dessert, please sign-up on the 
sheet located on the bulletin board in the Family Room. 
Your donation may be brought to the church on the Sun-
day before or picked up at your home.  Call or see Marcia 

or Andy Barga (399-9839) for more information. 

 

PPPPresbyterian resbyterian resbyterian resbyterian WWWWomenomenomenomen    
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends. 

All are welcome to participate. 

Co-Moderators..…Dwilla Cramer& Joan Generous      
Secretary…..………….……………..Anne Hines                  
Treasurer…..……..…...…………….Ruth Martin 

PW BOARD MEETING 

Monday, May 3rd    

10:00 AM 



Lectionary Readings 

Sunday, May 2 

Acts 11:1-18;  Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
 
Sunday, May 9 

Mother’s Day 

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 21:22—22:5  
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 
 

Sunday, May 16 

Youth Sunday 

Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21;  
John 17:20-26 
 
 

Sunday, May 23 

Pentecost 

Communion 

Officer Installation 

Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17 
or Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
 

PENTECOST PICNIC 

Sunday, May 23 
Northminster will host a “Pentecost Picnic” on 
Sunday, May 23 following worship.  This will be 
a combined picnic with Covenant and Oakland 
Presbyterian Churches.   The deacons will pro-
vide the meal of: hamburgers, hot dogs, potato 
salad, baked beans, lemonade and iced tea.   
Those who wish may bring a dessert to share.  
 

Sunday, May 30 

Trinity Sunday 

Memorial Weekend 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5, John 16:12-15 
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AVM  - Adult Visionary Ministry 
Dick White,  AVM Associate 

 

BIRTHDAY PARTY—May 6th  
Thursday, May 6 the Visionaries will celebrate those peo-
ple who have birthdays in the months from January to June 
with an afternoon birthday party and bingo.  Ice cream and 
cake will be served.  We will meet at the church at 1 PM. 
 

COOKOUT—June 24th 
Thursday, June 24 we are planning a cookout at the 
church picnic shelter, on the hill, at 1 PM.  The meat, 
buns, and drinks will be furnished by the AVM.  Please 
bring a covered dish to share. For additional information 
about any AVM activity, contact Dick White, AVM Asso-
ciate (399-7305) or Joan Garrett, secretary (390-3194). 

 
________________________________ 

 

HEALTH NEWS   
from the Parish Nurse  

Nancy Jean Graves 

May 2010 
WEATHER CONDITIONS AS RELATED TO 

 SEASONAL ALLERGIES 

Local weather conditions are an aid to seasonal allergies.  
Conditions such as wind direction and speed, relative hu-
midity, temperature, and ground dryness or even wetness 
can lead to conditions that may lead to allergy suffering.  If 
the ground is dry or wet, the wind speed or air motion can 
pick up ground dust and dirt that may be inhaled and cause 
uncomfortable eye and nasal conditions.  The relative hu-
midity is a factor as to the ability of the air to hold the dust 
or dirt particles.  The more moist the air, the greater the 
ability the air has to hold them. 
 
The temperature is also a determining factor.  The warmer 
the air, the more the atmosphere can hold the particles.  
These conditions are more emphasized in the late summer 
and autumn because of the dryness and warmth of the air.  
Keeping track of these conditions is simple.  Taking daily 
readings of temperature and precipitation can keep one 
abreast of the changes in the weather and let you know if 
there will be a chance condition leading to allergy prob-
lems. 
 
Submitted by: 

Dick Groeber, Local Weather Observer 
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        May 2010 
 May 1 Pancake Breakfast   

 May 6 AVM Six Month BD Party/Bingo 

 May 15 Officer Training 

 May 16 Youth Sunday 

 May 23 Pentecost/Communion 

   Officer Installation/Picnic 

 May 25 Session Meeting 

 May 31 Memorial Day—Office Closed      

 

“Be a Pentecost person.  Be a person of power! 

Let the Holy Spirit fill you with amazing joy and new life, 

life so abundant that you can’t help sharing it with others!” 

       -Rev. Paul Holte 
                                                                                       St. Paul Luteran Church, Neenah, WI  

                                                                                                             The Joyful Noiseletter 
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