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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Deana Knotts, Newsletter Editor
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In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 Paul describes
the Church as the Body of Christ. The
concept he presents is that each Christian
is a part of the Body of Christ and has a
function and a role within the Body. He
further states that each part is just as important because if one member suffers
all suffer with it, and if one member rejoices all rejoice with it. Here is the passage for you to read:
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not
a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing,
where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all
were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there
are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the
hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I
have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with
greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater
honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for
one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 27Now you
are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
(continued on next page)
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At this time of year we talk about stewardship.
We are talking about what part you play in the
Body of Christ when we do so. Stewardship is
the care and effort we invest to take care of the
resources that have been entrusted to us. We are
stewards of the earth in terms of how we utilize
natural resources. We are stewards of our Godgiven abilities in the sense that we offer our
skills to serve and glorify God. We are stewards
of the finances that have been entrusted to us for
use in serving Christ and people in need.
We have many resources among the people at
Northminster Presbyterian. It is time once again
to examine how we can invest those gifts on behalf of the Kingdom of God. The gist of the Finance Committee program is similar to the Body
of Christ metaphor you’ve just read. We have a
puzzle that is going to be displayed in the church
either in the family room or in the sanctuary itself. The puzzle is a photograph of the church
from the perspective of our parking lot. Each
piece represents a household. There are pieces
missing from the puzzle. You’ll receive letters in
the mail that invite you to present your pledge to
the church for 2011 and when we receive it, then
we will place a puzzle piece representing your
household in the puzzle. The goal is for us to
have a complete picture by November 14th which
is Stewardship Sunday. The budget will then be
presented at the November 21st Congregational
meeting following worship.
I ask us all to consider that the resources we’ve
been given are a gift from God and remember
that they and we belong to God. How is it that
we are going to choose to present these resources
as an expression of our gratitude to God, and as a
means of serving Jesus Christ? Please prayerfully consider how you will be a part both of the
puzzle, and the Body of Christ. I look forward to
all of us being and doing our part.
-Dwight
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4 facts YOU need to know about

stroke prevention
80% of stroke victims had no
apparent warning signs.
• Ultrasound screenings can help
you avoid a stroke.
• Stroke is a leading cause of
death and permanent disability.
• Screenings are fast, painless,
affordable and convenient.
•

A stroke screening is coming
to your neighborhood:
Where: Northminster Presbyterian
Church
When: Monday, November 29,
2010

Pre-registration is required.
Call: 1-800-324-1851
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
“Getting to Know You” is a new program that was started in
September by the Presbyterian Women to help the members/
friends of Northminster get to know one another better.
Sometime during the next year, or so, you will receive a short
information form asking for your completion and return to
the church. This information will appear in our church bulletins (one individual or one family each week). Then, in the church newsletter, all the weekly profiles for the past month will
be printed.
This issue of the Northern Light includes profiles that have been featured in the October bulletin announcements. We hope you enjoy getting to know each other a bit better. Most of the
featured individuals or families are included in our pictorial directory so you can match faces
with information. Enjoy!

Getting to Know . . .
Toni Conway

Getting to Know . . .
Irene Hughes

Toni Conway attended Brush High School
and The Ohio State University. She was
employed by Standard Oil and retired
from Huntington National Bank.

Irene attended school at P.S. 93 and Grover
Cleveland High School in Ridgewood,
Queens, New York. She worked as a clerk
and switchboard operator and later she
worked with her husband redoing apartments and houses.

Previously, Toni attended Lyndhurst
Community Church and Valley View
Presbyterian Church in Springfield.
Toni has three adult children: Thomas of
Dayton, Paul of Maine, and Kathleen of
Pickerington. She has seven grandchildren: Jessie, Abby, Jackie, Keri, Danielle,
Kristin, and Amanda.

Irene enjoys reading, doing a variety of puzzles and playing computer games. At Northminster, she is serving as a deacon and belongs to the Rebekah/Sarah Circle and the
AVM (Adult Visionary Ministry). She participates in Dinner for Eight and the Red
Hats.

Toni enjoys collecting cookbooks. Some of
her interests include: cooking, reading,
and traveling. She belongs to the Young
Woman’s Mission, Springfield Club, Kiwaniannes, and PEO.

Irene’s children are: Frank and Susan, Michael and Barbara, and Thomas in Ohio; and
Cheryl and John in North Carolina. She has
six grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
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Getting to Know . . .
Susan and Terry Dersch

Getting to Know . . .
Sue and Kevin Creager

Susan Dersch graduated from Lancaster High
School and the University of Cincinnati and
has a degree in Communications. Following
graduation, she's worked a variety of places
including the University of Cincinnati, Credit
Life, Northminster Presbyterian Church (as office manager) and Clark County Community
Habitat for Humanity. She currently works for
the Risk Prevention and Response Unit of
the U.S. Office of Habitat for Humanity International.

Sue Creager is a graduate of AustintownFitch High School and the Ohio State University. She is employed as a physical
therapist in out-patient therapy for Community/Mercy.

Terry Dersch graduated from Springfield High
School. He was in the Air Force for four years
before he began working for Ohio Bell. He
served in the Air Force National Guard for 22
years, and worked for the phone company for
30 years, retiring from Mountain Bell (US West)
in Phoenix where he lived for 20 years.

Kevin Creager attended Canfield High
School, the University of Cincinnati and
Miami University. He has been a psychologist in the Springfield City Schools for 32
years.

Terry and Susan have four children. Renada
Aung Khin and her husband Thurane live in
Phoenix with Renada's son, Torrey. Torrey is a
senior in high school. Tearle Dersch lives in Salt
Lake City. Emily Aldinger is a junior at Muskingum University studying English. She plans
to obtain her teaching certificate and hopes to
teach high school English. Rob Aldinger is a
senior at Northwestern High School. He plays
snare drum in the band and plays basketball.
Terry bowls in two leagues and regularly volunteers for Clark County Community Habitat
for Humanity. He is a member of the Elks,
American Legion, Air Force Sergeants Association and RSVP. Susan belongs to DAR
(Daughters of the American Revolution) and is
active with the Northwestern Band Boosters
and Northminster. She currently serves as an
elder, co-leader of the youth group and is on
the Administration Committee. She enjoys
walking, reading and doing counted cross
stitch.

She is interested in photography, scrap
booking, and she is trying to learn German.
(She says she could use some help!) Sue is
currently a deacon at Northminster and
serves on the Mission and Outreach Committee and the Music/Worship Committee.

Kevin enjoys book collecting, puzzles, juggling, and writing short stories. He belongs
to Sertoma, plays vintage baseball for the
Champion City Reapers and is a high
school volleyball official. At Northminster,
he plays in the hand bell choir, is currently
serving as an elder, and is a member of the
Stewardship and Finance Committee.
Sue and Kevin are the parents of three
adult children; Colin, at NASA in Cleveland, Alex, at Princeton Theological Seminary and Laura, who works for Deloit in
Columbus.
___________________
“Too often we underestimate the power
of a touch, a smile, a kind word,
a listening ear, an honest compliment,
or the smallest act of caring,
all of which have the
potential to turn a life around.”
-Leo Buscaglia
via Gleamings
The Joyful Noiseletter
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November Lectionary Readings
Sunday, November 7
Guest Worship Leader: Rev. Brian Maguire
from Westminster Presbyterian Church, Xenia.
Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or
Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38
Sunday, November 14
Stewardship Commitment
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
Sunday, November 21
Christ the King
Communion/Congregational Meeting
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79
Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
Sunday, November 28
1st Sunday of Advent
Guest Worship Leader: Rev. Dick Johnson
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Community
Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday, November 23rd
7:00 p.m.
St. Theresa Catholic Church

MISSION and OUTREACH
The Mission and Outreach Committee will again be
collecting gifts for those in need in November and
December. This year we are asking you to bring:

•

•

Sunday, Nov. 21 - Toilet Tissue
for delivery to the Interfaith Hospitality
Network to help homeless families with
basic necessities.
Sunday, Dec. 12 - Gas Cards
for delivery to Project Woman to help with
transportation to job interviews, counseling,
and other necessary trips. Please bring as
large of a gas card that you can afford.
There will be a special basket for collecting
the cards.

Talking to God
Author Unknown
Look God,
I have never spoken to You,
But now I want to say,
“How do You do?”

I guess the zero hour
will soon be here,
But I am not afraid
Since I know You are near.

You see God,
they told me You did not exist;
And, like a fool,
I believed all of this.

The signal—well, God,
I will have to go;
I love you lots,
this I want you to know.
Looks like this will be
a horrible fight;
Who knows, I may come
to your house tonight.

Last night from a shell hole
I saw Your sky;
I figured right then
they had told me a lie.
Had I taken the time
to see the things You made,
I would know they weren’t
calling a spade a spade.
I wonder God,
if You would shake my hand;
Somehow I feel
that you will understand.
Strange, I had to come
to this hellish place
Before I had time to see Your
face.
Well, I guess there isn’t
much more to say,
But I am sure glad, God,
I met You today.

Though I wasn’t friendly
with you before,
I wonder God,
if you would wait at the door.
Look, I am crying,
me shedding tears!
I wish I had known you
these many years.
Well, I will have to go now,
God.
Goodbye
Strange, since I met you,
I am not afraid to die.
This poem was found on the
body of a 19 year-old American
soldier in Vietnam.

“Greater love has no one than this,
that one lay day his life for his friends.”
(John 15:13)
VETERANS’ DAY
NOVEMBER 11th
If you enjoy
your freedom,
thank a vet.
HAPPY VETERANS’ DAY
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HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves
November 2010
Crisis Pregnancies—Positive Options
Some alarming statistics to consider:
• The percentage of births to unwed mothers in this country is 40%. In Clark County, Ohio it is
even higher, at 57%.
• Each year, one in four teens will contract a sexually transmitted infection.
• Nearly half of pregnancies among American women are unintended, and four in 10 of these
are terminated by abortion. 22% percent of all pregnancies (excluding miscarriages) end in
abortion.
• 50% of women who have had an abortion experience symptoms of full or partial traumatic
stress disorder, lasting for months or years.
By any definition, unintended pregnancies are a health concern in our society. How can we provide some direction and help to youth? Here are some suggestions:
1. PREVENTION. Parents, health providers, and church members must encourage and provide
support for our teens to maintain their sexual integrity (i.e., choose abstinence until marriage).
We must be bold; provide education; be willing to talk openly; and look to God and His Word
for our direction. Abstinence until marriage is God’s plan for us and is the only 100% way to
prevent STI’s and pregnancy! Sexual integrity IS possible, and support IS available in our
community. Let’s expect that of our youth and equip them.
2. LOVE and INFORMATION. When an unintended pregnancy does occur, our child needs us
more than ever. She needs our unconditional love, even if we are disappointed in her actions.
We need to rationally discuss with her the positive options available to her. Others may give
her advice that will not be in her best interest. Many communities, like Springfield, have a
Pregnancy Resource Center, which provides complete education on the positive options of
adoption and parenting. They offer support through classes and one-on-one mentoring; they
provide community referrals; and they provide free medical services like prenatal vitamins
and Limited Obstetrical Ultrasound, to confirm the pregnancy. They will also discuss the risks
of abortion. Their goal is for clients to be fully informed, rather than make a rash decision
based on panic and fear. They encourage parental communication and involvement.
3. FAITH in ACTION. As a family of faith, we can learn more about adoption, and how it has
evolved into an open and positive option for all parties involved. For those young women who
choose life for their child, and to parent their child, the practical assistance of diapers, handme-down clothing, occasional baby-sitting, or meals, provided by her church family, will not
only help in the short run, but will also demonstrate the very real love and presence of God!
Ellen Dudney, RN
Nurse Manager, Pregnancy Resource Center
2612 Elmore Drive, Springfield, OH 45505
937-525-3780
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Northminster Presbyterian Church

Holiday Bazaar
and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 6, 2010

Homemade

9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

“Buckeye” Candy

*Bake Sale
*Tree Trims
*Kids’ Corner
*Needlework
*Thanksgiving
Decorations

*Second Time

Pancake Breakfast

Café Noel Lunch

7:30 AM to 10:00 AM

11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

One
drawing
for each item.

Drawing at
2:30 on day
of bazaar.

Around Shop
Most Needlework

Handmade Prairie Tulip Full/Queen Size Quilt

and Items Handmade

~~~
Stained Glass Angel
Christmas Table Arrangement
Hand Blown Glass Piece
Kitchen Basket (basket filled w/ kitchen items)

Join us for this wonderful all-church event.
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November Birthdays
Dylan Foster
Ardyth Kunkle
Kris Spriggs
Garry Hunter
Ruth Dern
Steve Heida
Dwight McCormick
Tim Spoon
Dick Clement
Bill Harrison
Phil Kunkle
Dick Thomas
Betty Dow
Dick Johnson
Betty Thomas
Pete Torok
Chloe McCormick
Harold Locher
Donna Sherry
Joan Garrett
Terry Hooper

November 2
November 2
November 3
November 7
November 8
November 8
November 8
November 9
November 11
November 11
November 11
November 14
November 15
November 16
November 19
November 20
November 22
November 25
November 26
November 28
November 29
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Session Highlights

The Session met in regular stated meeting October 19th in the
Family Room. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting
with prayer around the circle at 7:05 PM in the sanctuary.
The Session received reports from the Pastor and most of the
committees of Session.
Rev. McCormick reported that he will be on vacation from November 22nd through the 29th. Rev. Dick Johnson will preach on
November 28th.
Rev. McCormick suggested that Northminster host a course:
“Financial Peace University” by Dave Ramsey, the aim of which
is to teach participants how to live debt-free. This study could be
opened to the public and would entail minimal expense for the
church. Session approved.
The Finance Committee report:
Total income for January 1 through September was $131,235
and total expenses were $145,230, producing a deficit of
$13,995.
The committee presented a draft written policy governing the
use of the credit cards. On motion, session approved the
policy.
The Property Committee report:

A Note of Thanks
Thank you so much to our
Northminster Family who has
expressed their love and care
for Charlie Myers and his
family through prayers,
get well greetings, and other
kind expressions during Charlie’s
recent surgeries and recovery.
We also thank Pastor Dwight
for his prayers with
the family and for guiding us
throughout Charlie’s illness.
By God’s amazing grace,
Charlie continues to recover
from the many complications
resulting from his
two back surgeries.
God bless all of you!
Charlie and Jean Myers

The committee has one estimate for $6100 to repair the sidewalk and curb in front of the church. Another estimate
will be received by October 22. The committee hopes to
have the work completed yet this fall. The repair will be
paid for from the Capital Savings Account.
The committee has ordered patching material for the parking
lot and driveway and will have a workday to make the
repairs.
The Mission and Outreach Committee reported:
They have allocated $250 from their budget to pay the
Springfield News-Sun to provide newspapers to be used
in Kenton Ridge High School classes.
On November 21st they will sponsor a collection of toilet paper for the Interfaith Hospitality Network. And on December 12th they will sponsor a collection of gas cards for
Project Woman.
The next stated meeting of Session is November 16, 2010 at 7:00
PM, with the Finance and the Mission and Outreach committees
meeting at 6:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try to
serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators……...……………………………………………...Dwilla Cramer & Joan Generous
Secretary…………………………………………………..……….………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer….……………………………………………..…………….……………….Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Esther Circle will meet Thursday, November 4 at 6:00
p.m. at the church. We will be making “Buckeyes” for
the Holiday Bazaar. Members should bring their chilled
peanut butter balls by 5:30 if unable to help make the
“Buckeyes.”
Hostesses: Bea Buckhold and Ruth George
MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE
Leader: Ruth Martin
Meets 3rd Friday
Mary-Martha Circle will meet Friday, November 19, at
10:30 a.m. at the church. Special guests, Louise and
Marvin Hartman, will tell us about the ministry, “Child
Evangelism Fellowship,” a world-wide program to bring
the Bible to children. After the program, we will have
pizza and salad for lunch.
Gail Davis 390-2527
Joan Generous 969-8130
REBEKAH/SARAH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Rebekah/Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, November
11, at 12:00 noon at the church. Each member should
bring their own sack lunch.
Hostesses: Irene Hughes and Karen Schatz
CRAIG HOUSE MEALS
PW will deliver a meal to Craig House, a homeless shelter
for men, on Monday, November 22. If you would like to
help by providing either a meat, vegetable, salad or dessert, please sign-up on the sheet located on the bulletin
board in the Family Room. Your donation may be brought
to the church on the Sunday before or picked up at your
home. Call or see Marcia or Andy Barga (399-9839) for
more information.

PW and AVM
CHRISMAS DINNER
It’s not too early to mark your
calendars for the PW and AVM
Combined Christmas Dinner on
Thursday, December, 9 at 6:00
p.m. at the church. Watch the
weekly bulletin announcements for details about the
menu and cost. The entertainment for the evening
will be provided by the Kenton Ridge High School
Jazz Band. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the
Family Room a few weeks prior to the dinner. Plan
to join us!!!

PW BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 @ 10 AM

BAZAAR NEWS UPDATE
We need your help! Please consider signing up to
help on Saturday, November 6 and during the week
for set-up! (Call Dwilla Cramer 399-3935.)
We need items for our “Second Time Around
Area.” Please donate jewelry, Christmas decorations, knick-knacks, puzzles, cook books, candles,
small craft items, Christmas ceramics, note pads,
decorated plates, (small children’s) good usable
toys, Christmas cards, wrapping paper, Christmas

tins, sewing projects, etc.
Bring these above items in anytime! Please bring
in all donated items by Wednesday, November 4th.
We could also use clean, small, children’s toys for
our Children’s Table.
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November 2010
November 2
November 6
November 9
November 14
November 16
November 21
November 25
November 29

Election Day Polling Place
Pancake Breakfast
Holiday Bazaar
Men’s Breakfast @ Perkins
Stewardship Commitment
Session Meeting
Communion
Congregational Meeting
Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed
Life Line Screening

“The way you teach is very important,
and what you teach is even more important;
but how you live is most important.”
-Author Unknown
The Joyful Noiseletter

November 2010
Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

9 am to 3 pm
Holiday Bazaar

19
20
10:30 Mary-Martha 9:30 Youth help
Circle
at Clifton Ave.
Church of
God Food
Pantry

13

18
Deadline for
December
Newsletter

26

27

25 Office Closed

12

3
4
5
6
10:00 Bazaar Set-up 10:00 Bazaar Set-up 10:00 Bazaar Set-up 7:30 Pancake
6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Esther Circle
Breakfast
7:15 Choir

1
9:30 YWM Meeting
10:00 PW Board
7:00 Bible Study

2
Election Day
Polling Place
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp.
6:30 C.E. Meeting
Bazaar Set-up
after voting

24
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

10
11
5:15 Music/Worship 12:00 Rebekah/
6:00 Bell Choir
Sarah Circle
7:15 Choir
Veterans’ Day

8
10:00 AVM Adv. Bd.
7:00 Bible Study

23
7:00 Community
Thanksgiving
Service @
St. Theresa
Catholic Church

9
7:00 Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins
6:30 Deacons’ Mtg.

22
6:30 Remembrance
Quilt Guild
7:00 Bible Study

30

15
7:00 Bible Study

29
Life Line Screening
9:30 Mail Newsletter
7:00 Bible Study

16
17
6:00 Finance
6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Mission/Outreach 7:15 Choir
7:00 Session

Mon

Northminster Presbyterian Church
www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

7
Blood Pressure
Screening

14
Stewardship
Commitment
4:30 Youth Group
21
Communion
Congregational
Meeting
28
1st Sunday of
Advent
Youth Hosting Café

