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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Deana Knotts, Newsletter Editor
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World Communion Sunday (originally
called World Wide Communion Sunday)
originated in the Presbyterian Church
(USA). In 1936, for the first time, the first
Sunday in October was celebrated in Presbyterian churches in the United States and
overseas. From the beginning, it was
planned so that other denominations could
make use of it and, after a few years, the
idea spread beyond the Presbyterian
Church.
The Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of
Churches (a predecessor body of the National Council of
Churches) was first associated with World Wide Communion
Sunday in 1940 when the department’s executive secretary,
Jesse Bader, led in its extension to a number of churches
throughout the world.
Today several mainline Protestant denominations observe
World Communion Sunday. Denominations like the United
Methodist, United Church of Christ, Mennonites, and of course
the Presbyterian Church USA are just a few examples.
Christians uniting across the world to acknowledge our need for
the love of Christ, through the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,
is a sign of the Holy Spirit present with us, and a seal on our
hearts and minds as children of God. I pray, that Sunday October 3rd, you will attend worship with us at 10AM. We will be
joining in song, in prayer, and in being fed by Jesus Christ.
Bring someone you know who you haven’t spoken to in a while
and who you know could use some good news. God is with us,
God is leading us from where we are to where we can be as individuals, and as a Body of Christ. Lord help us unite in our
love for you, for one another, and for the world.
Dwight
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

“Getting to Know You” is a new program implemented by the Presbyterian
Women to help the members/friends of Northminster get to know one another
better.
Sometime during the next year, or so, you will receive a short information form
asking for your completion and return to the church. This information will appear in our church bulletins (one individual or one family each week). Then, in
the church newsletter, all the weekly profiles for the past month will be
printed.
In this issue of the Northern Light, you can read the profiles that have been featured in the September bulletin announcements. We hope you enjoy getting to
know each other a bit better. Most of the featured individuals or families are
included in our pictorial directory so you can match faces with information.
Enjoy!

Getting to Know . . .

Joyce Carpenter
Joyce has been a member of Northminster for
about 16 years. She was born and raised in
Springfield, and attended Springfield City
Schools. She worked at several downtown
stores including: Woolworth’s, the Boston
Store, and Wren’s before starting her career at
Robbins and Myers Pump Division in payroll.
She retired from Robbins and Myers after 36
years.
Joyce married Clyde Franklin (Frank) Carpenter on July 13, 1946. They raised two daughters, Teresa Rae Johnson and Margaret Corcoran. Joyce and Frank were married for 60
years. Frank died December 20, 2006.
Joyce has four grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren. She loves to paint, bowl and
golf. She is a member of a euchre club, a book
club and is the leader of the Rebecca/Sarah
Circle here at Northminster. Her best friend is
Ralph J. Shook.

Getting to Know . . .

Lois Shroyer
Lois attended public schools in Kenton, Ohio.
She graduated from Malone College with degrees
in biology and chemistry and earned a Master of
Science Degree in biochemistry from Cornell University.
Before she retired, Lois spent 40 years working in
biochemistry research labs including Fels Research Institute in Yellow Springs; Children’s
Hospital, Dayton; and Wright State University.
Other churches Lois attended before joining
Northminster Church include: Evangelical
Friends, Kenton, Ohio; Honey Creek Presbyterian
Church, New Carlisle; and Covenant Presbyterian
Church, Springfield.
Lois enjoys hiking, biking, nature study and photography. She belongs to the Cedar Bog Association, Glen Helen Association, and Changing
Gears Bicycle Club.
Lois is currently serving Northminster Church as
an Elder and the Clerk of the Session. She also
serves on the Administrative Committee.
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Getting to Know . . .

Dave and Sally Asper

James and Julie Griffin

Dave graduated from Shawnee High School and
Sally graduated from Northeastern.

Jim and Julie graduated together from Shawnee
High School.

Dave attended Franklin University in Electrical
Engineering. He retired from the Columbus Dispatch in 2002 with over 30 years as the lead electrician. He served in the United States Navy.
He previously attended the First Presbyterian
Church, London, Ohio. As a teen he attended the
Maiden Lane Church of God.
Dave’s interests and hobbies include: biking,
fishing, boating, woodworking and stained glass
making.
Sally attended Columbus State Community College in Human Resources Management. She was
previously employed by Frigidaire Marketing
Division before becoming the deputy and director of the Madison County Board of Elections.
She retired in 2004. She occasionally helps at the
Clark County Board of Elections.
She previously attended the First Presbyterian
Church, London, Ohio serving as Deacon, Elder
and Clerk of Session. As a teen she was a member of Valley View Presbyterian Church.
She is past president of the Iota Beta Chapter of
the Phi Beta Psi Sorority and past president of the
Open Gate Garden Club, London, Ohio. She is
also a member of the Northridge Lioness. She
has served as Elder and Clerk of Session for
Northminster.
Sally’s interest and hobbies: biking, sewing,
reading, working with stained glass and volunteering at the Springfield Regional Medical Center.
The Asper’s are parents of Captain, Jeff Asper
(Kelley), Springfield, OH, and Theresa (Jody)
Longberry of Springfield, OH. They are grandparents of nine (8 girls and 1 boy).

Jim attended Ohio Northern University as an
undergraduate and for law school. He has
worked as an attorney in the Clark County
Prosecutor’s Office, at Clark State, and is currently in Private Practice. He served in the
United States Air Force.
He previously attended Oakland Presbyterian
Church.
Jim’s interest and hobbies include: glassblowing, camping, hiking, reading and cooking.
He is a member of the Clark County and Ohio
Bar Associations, an assistant scout master of
Boy Scout Troop 107, and a member of the
Men’s Literary Club.
Julie graduated from Miami University. She
previously was employed as a CPA at Sander,
Shifman, and Brannick; The Kissell Company;
Huntington Mortgage in Columbus; and Taylor, Applegate and Hughes. She is currently
self-employed as a CPA.
Previously she attended Oakland Presbyterian
Church.
Julies interests include: pottery, computer
games, reading, Facebook, knitting and embroidery. She also likes to travel and enjoys history.
The Griffins are the parents of Andrew (Amy),
Huber Heights, OH, and Rob (Nina), Delaware,
OH.
Jim is currently serving as an elder at Northminster and is also the Chairman of the Mission
and Outreach Committee. Julie is currently
serving on the Music and Worship Committee.
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Lectionary Readings
Sunday, October 3
World Communion Sunday
Peacemaking Offering
Lamentations 1:1-6; Lamentations 3:19-26
or Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14;
Luke 17:5-10
Sunday, October 10
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19
Sunday, October 17
Children’s Sabbath
Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5; Luke 18:1-8
Sunday, October 24
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
Sunday, October 31
All Saints’ Sunday
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144;
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10

Adult Visionary Ministry
“The Visionaries”
Tuesday, October 12 the AVM will meet for
our second half of the year birthday party for
those people who have a birthday in the months
from July to December. We will meet at the
church at 1:00 p.m. for cake, ice cream and a
movie to be named later.
Looking Ahead
Mark your calendars now for Thursday, November 18. The “Visionaries” will be hosting an old
fashioned bean dinner. Full menu to be announced later. Cost will be $6.00
Thursday, December 9 we will join with PW
for our Annual Christmas Dinner at the church at
6:00 p.m.
If you need transportation to an event, please
indicate so on the sign-up sheet. For additional
information on any “Visionary” activity, contact
Dick White, AVM Associate 399-7305, or Joan
Garret, AVM Secretary, 390-3194.

Session Highlights
The Session met in regular stated meeting September 21st
in the Family Room. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary and then
gave those present the opportunity to share what they feel
God is doing in their lives.
The Session received reports from the Pastor and most of
the committees of Session.
Rev. McCormick reported that LeaAnn Hoefer is the new
treasurer of the Deacons. The Deacons will be working
with the Mission and Outreach committee and with PW to
try to focus Northminster’s assistance to the food pantries.
The Finance Committee reported that total income for
January 1 through August 12th was $117,847 and total expenses were $128,969, producing a deficit of $11,122.02.
The stewardship theme this year will be based on the
idea that each pledging unit is a piece of the puzzle and it takes all of us to complete the picture.
Session approved spending up to $200 to fund this
project.
Session also approved a motion from the committee to
open a credit card account for the church. This
will make it easier to place orders for supplies,
curriculum, any other church-related needs (now
individuals often pay out-of-pocket, then have to
wait for reimbursement). The committee will prepare a written policy governing the use of the
cards.
The Property Committee is working on estimates to repair
the sidewalk and curb in front of the church.
Session approved a motion from the Mission and Outreach
Committee to disburse Northminster’s share of the One
Great Hour of Sharing Offering ($401) and of the upcoming Peacemaking Offering to the Oesterlen Services for
Youth.
Session committees that haven’t already done so are requested to submit their 2011 budget estimates to the Finance Committee by October 7th.
The next stated meeting of Session is October 19, 2010 at
7:00 PM, with the Finance and the Mission and Outreach
committees meeting at 6:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we
try to serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk
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From The Loft
Northminster Presbyterian
Teen Invite a Friend Lock-In

Saturday Aug. 28th the youth group held its lock-in
from 8:00 PM Saturday night to 8:00 AM Sunday
morning. Mark Brush, Susan Dersch, and Sarah
McCormick braved the late hours and stayed up to
keep the youth active and ready for sleep the next
morning.
The night was kicked off by Philana Crite from Clark
State who led a discussion entitled "Gifts and Goals".
It was about the value of our individual gifts and how
powerful those gifts are when brought together as a
whole. Philana used 1 Corinthians 12 – 14 for her
source of inspiration and made quite an impression
on the group.
Sarah McCormick, being very accomplished in jewelry making, showed the teens how to make beaded
jewelry necklaces and key chains.
Susan Dersch gave a rousing rendition of “Bible
Jeopardy” that would have put Alex Trebek to
shame. The teens were quite impressive with their
Bible knowledge.
Just when it seemed that things were slowing down,
Mark Brush got them all going again by teaching
them new games that they can play with the younger
kids. These were games that have no winners, unless
of course you consider having fun a condition of winning.
All in all a great night of fun, movies, and pizza was
had by all. The event ended with a French toast
breakfast and a further discussion of 1 Corinthians 13
and John Lennon’s “All You Need is Love”.


Teens on a Mission
It has been the youth group’s mission plan to go
every other year on a YouthWork's sponsored mission trip to learn skills needed to create a similar mission trip here locally in Springfield. This year the
youth are ready and very excited about announcing
their plans for the upcoming year to fund, create, and
execute their own mission trip here in our neighborhood. Along with the Christian Education Committee, the teens will be preparing a Vacation Bible
School (VBS), similar to Presbyterian accepted models and YouthWork's innovations.

The teens plan on funding the event through the YouthWorks 1k grant writing process headed up by Joshilyn
Hoefer, local businesses, church donations, the Pies for
Packs Program, Teen Help Line, and this year’s final
event, The Amazing G-Race Road Rally. Their goal this
year is to raise $5000.00. The bulk of the proceeds will
go to creating the week long VBS event in August 2011
that promises a book bag full of school supplies and toys
for the VBS attendees. Some of the proceeds will go toward training and other related events.
We are hoping to attract at least 50 kids from the
neighborhood and plan to feed them daily lunches that
will culminate in a picnic that includes the kids and their
parents. The theme of this year’s VBS program comes
from Genesis 1:28 and will be called: “Replenish the
Earth”. The lessons and planned activities will deal with
various ecosystems and the care that goes into keeping
our world healthy and “green”.
Everyone seems excited and enthusiastic toward the goal.
When asked, Dylan Hooper said, "This is gonna be the
best year ever!"


Pies for Packs
This year the youth group will be selling pre-ordered
Gordon Food Services (GFS) pies to raise money for
the mission trip they are planning in August 2011. The
trip will take place right in our community and is called
"Replenish the Earth" Vacation Bible School
(VBS). They are trying to raise $5000.00 and the funds
will go towards the creation of the VBS as well as used
for backpacks filled with school supplies for the upcoming school year. These backpacks will be given to the
VBS participants upon their graduation.
They will be selling pies during the five weeks leading
up to Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. They will
deliver your ordered pies the week before each holiday.
If you are like me and love pies during the holidays, I
hope you will think of us and order one instead of buying
from the local store. You can feel good knowing that
you will be helping out the kids, their parents, our
church, our community, and our schools. Oh, and one
more thing, you get a pie for it. How can you beat that
kind of benevolence?
Pies for Packs, it’s a good deal.
(continued on next page)
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Important Numbers for
You to Keep Handy
This year the Youth Group will be providing a
service to all the members of our church. It is
called “Teen Help Line”. The numbers to call are
399-5012 or 328-6065. This service is being provided so that you can call if you need some incidental emergency help around the house. Things
like changing a light bulb, moving some furniture,
or running an errand.
If you need some help around the house, who you
gonna call? Teen Help Line!

Upcoming Events
October
Fall Fun at Young’s Jersey Dairy
November
Halloween Bonfire @ the Hooper’s
December
Babysitting for Christmas
Christmas Decorations
Christmas Caroling

“If the Church Were Christian”
Meet author Philip Gulley
October 24, 2010
An Equipping for Ministry Network Event
Philip Gulley, a Quaker pastor and acclaimed writer
from Danville, Indiana, will speak about his newest
book, If the Church Were Christian: Rediscovering the
Values of Jesus, on Sunday, October 24, 2010 at 4:00
P.M. at Southminster Presbyterian Church, Centerville. His program at Southminster is sponsored by
the Equipping for Ministry Network, a network of the
Presbytery of the Miami Valley.
Gulley is known for his humorous and inspirational
Porch Talk series and his beloved Harmony novels.
He is also the co-author of the spiritual books If Grace
Is True and If God Is Love in which he and co-author
James Mulholland describe their progressive worldview. In If the Church Were Christian, Gulley envisions a “Christianity consistent with the teachings of
Jesus and a church that encourages Jesus’ example as
a model for living.”
Gulley’s presentation at Southminster is free and open
to the public. A freewill offering will be taken, and
copies of If the Church Were Christian will be available for sale at a discounted price.
For more information please contact Cindy Wagner at
cindy@centralpreschurch.com
Northminster hopes to take a group to this event.
If you are interested in attending, include your
name on one of the sign-up sheets posted in the
Family Room or the Narthex.
_______________________________

4 facts YOU need to know about
stroke prevention
•
•
•
•

80% of stroke victims had no apparent warning
signs.
Ultrasound screenings can help you avoid a
stroke.
Stroke is a leading cause of death and permanent
disability.
Screenings are fast, painless, affordable and convenient.

A stroke screening is coming to your
neighborhood:
Where:
Northminster Presbyte-
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Northminster Presbyterian Church

Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 6, 2010

*Bake Sale
*Tree Trims
*Kids’ Corner
*Needlework
*Thanksgiving
Decorations

*Second Time

Pancake Breakfast

Café Noel Lunch

7:30 AM to 10:00 AM

11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

Drawing at
2:30 on day
of bazaar.

One
drawing
for each item.

Around Shop

Handmade Prairie Tulip Full/Queen Size Quilt

Most Needlework

~~~

and Items Handmade

Stained Glass Angel
Christmas Table Arrangement
Hand blown glass piece
Kitchen Basket (basket filled w/ kitchen items)
Items will be on display as they are finished.
Raffle tickets will be available in October from circle leaders.

We invite you, your family, friends, and neighbors to this wonderful all-church event.
The items we have for sale are made by the women and men of the church. Some items will be donated by friends and family. The
craft workshop ladies have been busy making handcrafted items. We invite all ladies of the church to join us on Tuesdays from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon. We could use your help! If you have a handmade item you would like to donate, please bring it to the church
office or contact Barb Aker 399-3967 or Joan Generous 969-8130. This is a very BIG job. You may ask how all of this will be
accomplished. WE NEED YOUR HELP IN MANY WAYS. Please consider signing up to help.
Yours in Christian Fellowship, Dwilla Cramer 399-3935
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October Birthdays

Rob Adams
Ruth George
Chuck Mansfield
Joyce Everly
Greg Veith
Susan Dersch
Kent Sherry
Carol Emerich
Mary Haley
Ken Arnold
Barbara Benston
Charlie Myers
Sophie Spriggs
Ann Grieser
Rob Aldinger
Irene Hughes
Dick White
Kate Smith

October 1
October 3
October 5
October 9
October 11
October 12
October 12
October 13
October 16
October 19
October 20
October 23
October 23
October 25
October 28
October 28
October 28
October 29

October is
Be-Kind-To-Your-Pastor
Month
During this month, you can:
• Thank your pastor.
• Pray for your pastor.
• Encourage your pastor.
• Honor your pastor.
• Humor your pastor.
• Invite your pastor to dinner
flavored with good jokes
and laughter.
• Tithe.
From: The Joyful Noiseletter
October 2010
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HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves
October 2010
NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES
Over 30 years of research by scientists, medical doctors,
nurses, philosophers, religious leaders and others has been
invested in the study of those who have had near death experiences. An international organization, IANDS, was founded as a
research organization in 1981 dedicated to encouraging scientific research on the nature and ramifications of these experiences—physical, psychological, social and spiritual; educating
about NDE; and to support experiencers and their personal
and professional caregivers. The organization includes members on every continent, and publishes the peer-reviewed
Journal of Near-Death Studies. Members also receive the quarterly IANDS Vital Signs.
It sponsors conferences and retreats for researchers, healthcare professionals, educators, experiencers and the general
public. On October 25-28, 2006 it held its conference at the
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston,
Texas with over 400 in attendance from major universities in
the U.S. and nearly all continents. Many scientists from the MD
Anderson Hospital attended various seminars. The keynote
speaker at that conference was Dr. Pim Van Lommel, a renowned cardiologist from the Netherlands who has been a major researcher in this field. Dr. Raymond Moody, MD, PhD was
in attendance and the one who coined the term NDE with his
book Life after Life, published in 1975.
The international headquarters are located on the Duke University Campus.
Thousands of people have had an NDE experience, but seldom
share it for fear of being thought of as “crazy”. Among them
are many children who have been brushed off as having wild
imaginations. Spiritual leaders from every faith are now involved. There were rabbis, priests, and numerous clergy from
other faiths represented at the Houston conference. If you
have further interest, contact the organization at:
http://www.iands.org.
I have been a member of IANDS for 8 years and my scientific
and spiritual understandings have grown exponentially.
Submitted by:
Ginny Carlisle, RN, M. Div.
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators……...……………………………………………...Dwilla Cramer & Joan Generous
Secretary…………………………………………………..……….………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer….……………………………………………..…………….……………….Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Esther Circle will meet Monday, October 11 at
7:15 p.m. at the church.
Hostess: Dwilla Cramer
MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE
Leader: Ruth Martin
Meets 3rd Friday
Mary-Martha Circle will meet Friday, October 15,
at the church at 10:30 a.m. Please bring kitchen
items to make a “Kitchen Basket” for the Bazaar
raffle. Lunch plans at Forest Glen are tentative.
Gail Davis 390-2527
Joan Generous 969-8130
REBEKAH/SARAH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Rebekah/Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, October
14, at 12:00 noon at the church.
Hostess: Ardyth Kunkle
CRAIG HOUSE MEALS
PW delivers an evening meal for 12 men living at
Craig House, a homeless shelter for men, the fourth
Monday of each month. If you would like to help by
providing either a meat, vegetable, salad or dessert,
please sign-up on the sheet located on the bulletin
board in the Family Room. Your donation may be
brought to the church on the Sunday before or picked
up at your home. This month’s meal date is Monday,
October 25. Call or see Marcia or Andy Barga (3999839) for more information.

BAZAAR WORKSHOP
The Bazaar Workshop continues to meet each
Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. until 12 noon in the lower
level Community Room. We are busy making
items for the Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, November 6 and would welcome any interested helpers.
No experience is necessary to join in. For additional information, contact Joan Generous 9698130 or Barb Aker 399-3967.

PW and AVM
CHRISMAS DINNER
Mark your calendars now for the
PW and AVM Combined
Christmas Dinner on Thursday,
December, 9 at 6:00 p.m. at the
church. Watch the weekly bulletin announcements for details about the menu and
cost. The entertainment for the evening will be provided by a choral group from Kenton Ridge High
School. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Family Room a few weeks prior to the dinner. Plan to
join us!!!
PW BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4 @ 10 AM
PLEASE RETURN
ALL YARD SIGNS
ADVERTISING THE
HOLIDAY BAZAAR
TO THE CHURCH
SO THAT THE DATE
CAN BE CHANGED FOR
THIS YEAR’S BAZAAR.
Thanks!
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October 2010
October 2

Pancake Breakfast

October 3

World Communion

October 12 AVM Birthday Party/Movie
October 17 Children’s Sabbath
October 19 Men’s Breakfast @ Perkins
Session Meeting
October 30 Youth Group Young’s Jersey Dairy
October 31 All Saints’ Sunday

NORTHMINSTER’S VISION STATEMENT
REJOICE! RENEW! REACHOUT!
A church family that lives and shares its Christian faith by rejoicing, renewing and reaching out!

October 2010
Northminster Presbyterian Church

Mon

8

1

16
9:30 Youth Group
Clifton Ave.
Church of God
Food Pantry

9

2
8:00 Pancake
Breakfast

Sat

7

15
10:30 MaryMartha
Circle

Fri

6
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

14
12:00 Rebekah/
Sarah
Circle

Thu

5
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
6:30 Christian Ed.

13
5:15 Music/Worship
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

23

Wed

12
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
1:00 AVM BD Party
and Movie
6:30 Deacon Meeting
7:00 Argonne Lane N.
Condo Meeting

22

29

30
6:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Youth Group
Young’s Jersey Dairy

21

26
9:00 Bazaar Workshop

27
28
9:00 Mail Newsletter
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

19
20
7a Men’s Breakfast
6:00 Bell Choir
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
7:15 Choir
6:00 Finance
6:00 Mission/Outreach
6:30 Greenlawn 3 Condo

Tue

www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

25
6:30 Remembrance
Quilt Guild
7:00 Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline

18
7:00 Bible Study

3
4
World Communion 9:30 YWM Lunch
10:00 PW Board
7:00 Bible Study
10
11
4:30 Youth Group 10:00 AVM Board
6:30 Grandview
Condo Meeting
7:00 Bible Study
7:15 Esther Circle
17
Children’s Sabbath

24
4:30 Youth Group

31
All Saints’ Sunday
Youth Hosting Cafe

