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“It’s time to get up and get ready for
church honey!”

S UNDAY WORSHIP 10:00A.M.

“I don’t wanna go.” (five minutes pass)

400 Villa Road

“C’mon sweetheart you have to get out of
bed and get ready to go to church!”

Springfield, Ohio 45503
PHONE: 937-399-0838
FAX: 937-629-0881

“I’m not going today—it’s boring there and nobody there likes me.”
“You HAVE to go.”

nrthmnstr@sbcglobal.net
www.northminsterspringfield.org

“Give me one reason I should go.”
“Well…..you ARE the pastor.”
All of us feel like hitting that snooze button one more time on Sundays
and can end up just sleeping right through worship. But you know what
would be great? It would be great to see your face in worship on Sundays. C’mon it’s been a while for some hasn’t it? You are missed.
Your church needs you. Are you harboring a grudge and just can’t get
along with “those people?” Forgiveness needs to be learned and practiced—worship will help you with that. We are a people who profess
our belief in Jesus Christ who has forgiven us from all that we have
done. So how much more then are we to forgive others?
Are you too sleepy on Sunday from having been out carousing the night
before? Come worship to repent from it and vow never to mix beer and
liquor again.
Is Sunday “My only day to sleep in?” I call shenanigans. People can get
plenty of sleep if we choose to go to bed at a reasonable hour. BUT
THERE’S JUST SO MUCH GOOD TELEVISION, SO MANY GOOD
VIDEO GAMES, SO MANY INTERESTING WEBSITES TO VISIT,
SO MANY SPORTS OUTINGS ON SATURDAY, I CAN’T GET TO
SLEEP EARLY! Whiner.
Either God is a priority in your life, or not. Granted our personal relationship with God is between us and God—very true. Worship attendance at Northminster is obviously NOT the only measure of whether
God is a priority in yours or my life. HOWEVER, God created us to be
in community with one another and to practice worshipping God together. Remember that first confirmation question? What is the chief
aim of humanity? The answer: The chief aim of humanity is to glorify
God and enjoy God forever. Worshipping together is giving glory to
God, and enjoying God as we see Christian brothers and sisters who love
us. In worship we can also learn how to grow in our Christian faith
alongside one another. (continued on next page)
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T HE
Pastor’s Page continued
I’ll provide this illustration to close the article. There
was a pastor who served a church in Minnesota where
the winters were quite harsh. He noticed that a man who
had once faithfully attended worship services had missed
for several weeks and asked other members if they knew
if he was ill. It seemed that through asking about him
that folks had seen the man about town, and out shoveling snow and that illness did not seem to be the cause of
his prolonged absence.
The pastor phoned to set up a visit with the man and was
invited over for an early evening visit. He sat with the
man in his living room and discussed many things not
yet broaching the subject of why the man was not attending church. During the course of conversation the pastor
walked over to the fireplace and removed a coal from the
pile and placed it on the hearth where as the conversation
went on it faded and cooled off and no longer glowed.
After a while the pastor placed the coal back into the fire
which along with the other coals produced both heat and
light for the room. He told the man, “We need you at
church and would love to have you back. It’s a better
place when you are with us.” He then said his goodbye
for the night and the man came back to church the very
next Sunday.
I hope you know that our congregation is brighter and
warmer when you are with us. I pray that you find a
space to worship God not only when you’re here at
Northminster, but every day because the presence and
glory of God are all around us. Join us this and each
Sunday so that we can all be blessed by your presence
and so that you may find a blessing in ours and in our
worship experience with one another. Let us gather together as we join to praise our Creator and Lord Jesus
Christ.

-Dwight

NORTHERN LIGHT

World Communion
Sunday
October 2, 2011
Sunday, October 2 we will
join with Christians around
the world to participate in
the Lord’s Supper.
It is also a time to renew our commitment to
peacemaking as part of our calling as followers
of Christ. On this Sunday, the Peacemaking
Offering will be received.
Following worship you are invited to stay for a
dinner hosted by our Deacons.
The Menu Will Include:
Chicken and Rice
Salad
Dinner Roll
Dessert
The Adult Forum will begin approximately 20
minutes later that day to allow time for those
attending the forum to enjoy their meal.
Make plans to join us on World Communion
Sunday. Be prepared to be fed not only a delicious meal, but spiritual food as well. We will
also be treated to special music by young,
guest musicians participating in the worship
service.

________________________
HABITAT WORK DAY
Saturday, October 8th
Members of Northminster will be helping to
build a house for Habitat for Humanity on Saturday, October 8th. The address is 427 E.
Grand. Work hours will be 8 to 12 and 1 to 4.
We will need 6 to 8 workers per shift. If you are
working both shifts, be sure to
pack a lunch. A sign-up sheet
is posted on the bulletin board
in the family room. For additional information contact
Carol Emerich at 323-1961.
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A Note from Alex Creager
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Happy Birthday!

Northminster Presbyterian Church,
During this past year, I have had some amazing opportunities in
learning and in ministry. Last summer, I served as a prison
chaplain in Bordentown, New Jersey, meeting with prisoners
one on one, leading Bible studies and worship services, and
sometimes simply going cell to cell speaking with whoever
needed to talk.
While completing my second year of seminary and taking
classes in preaching, pastoral care, Greek, theology, and worship, I also had the chance to work with two inner city churches
in Philadelphia. The two churches are guided by reformed understanding of theology and worship, but continue to find new
ways to reach and serve the community around them, which has
become a very diverse group of college students, wealthy urban
professionals, homeless, and families who have lived in their
neighborhood for generations. Leading Bible studies, preaching,
planning worship services, meeting with church members, and
taking part in the daily work of these two churches challenged
me to see and to try whole new ways of doing church ministry.
This summer I came back to Ohio to do hospital chaplaincy at
the Cleveland Clinic. While this also gave me an opportunity to
spend a lot of time with my brother, Colin, it also became the
first time I ministered to families who had just lost loved ones,
led spirituality groups for alcoholics and drug addicts in rehab,
prayed with patients about to go into major heart surgery, and
visited children with leukemia. It was an intense summer, but
throughout it I was guided by two incredible supervisors who
helped me explore and build up my understanding of spiritual
care.
While these opportunities have been incredible and have helped
me to develop so much more in my calling to ministry, I know I
would not have been able to do all of these things without your
support. While all of these jobs gave me much in terms of experience, wisdom, challenges, and understanding, they are not
high paying jobs. Being hospital chaplain intern is unpaid, and
without your help I truly have no idea how I could have been
able to do that work. Your support, with your thoughts, with
your prayers, and financially have allowed me to do so much
more in seminary and this time of preparing for ministry.
In July, I became a candidate for ministry in the Presbyterian
Church and just a couple of weeks ago took all four of the exams needed for ordination. I hope to keep you all updated with
how this last year of seminary and my future in ministry is going. I wish I could be present with you more often. You all are
constantly in my thoughts and in my heart, as I continue to remember that my calling to ministry began as worshipping with,
learning from, and being guided by all of you here at Northminster. Thank you so much for all of your support.
-Alex Creager

Rob Adams
Ruth George
Chuck Mansfield
Joyce Everly
Greg Veith
Susan Dersch
Kent Sherry
Carol Emerich
Mary Haley
Ken Arnold
Barbara Benston
Charlie Myers
Sophie Spriggs
Rob Aldinger
Irene Hughes
Dick White
Kate Smith

October 1
October 3
October 5
October 9
October 11
October 12
October 12
October 13
October 16
October 19
October 20
October 23
October 23
October 28
October 28
October 28
October 29

Notes of Thanks
~~~
I would like to thank my friends at
Northminster for all of the
cards, calls, prayers, and visits
that I received during my recent surgery.
It means so much to know that others care.
Sincerely,
Ruth McAdams
~~~
Northminster Family,
Thanks so much for your
prayers, cards, and support.
Sue and I have always
really enjoyed and appreciated the
family that we have here at Northminster.
Sue & Kevin Creager

Northminster Presbyterian Church

Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 5, 2011

9AM to 3PM

*Bake Sale
*Tree Trims
*Kids’ Corner
*Needlework
*Thanksgiving
Decorations

*Second Time

Pancake Breakfast

Café Noel Lunch

7:30 AM to 10:00 AM

11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

One
drawing
for each item.

Drawing at
2:30 on day
of bazaar.

Around Shop
Most Needlework

Full/Queen Size Quilt - Keys and Kurls

and Items Handmade

~~~
Christmas Table Arrangement
Small Hand Blown Glass Paper Weight
Stained Glass Angel
Wall Hanging
Items will be on display as they are finished.
Handmade by members of the church.

We invite you, your family, friends, and neighbors to this wonderful all-church event.
Proceeds support mission projects inside and outside of the church.
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LECTIONARY READINGS
Sunday, October 2
World Communion Sunday
Peacemaking Offering
Deacons’ Dinner Following Worship
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves
October 2011
KEEPING SENIORS SAFE AT HOME
To keep older adults safe in the home, older children and
older adults should make a point of doing a safety inspection to look for potential problems on a regular basis.
1. Examine electrical cords. Any light or appliance with
a frayed cord needs to be replaced.
2. Check step stools for cracks. Step up onto it yourself
to see if it is sturdy. If you are not confident that the
step stool is in good shape, then it should be disposed
of immediately.
3. Slips and falls are a real safety concern in the
house. Make sure that steps and stairs are in
good repair. Handrails should be kept in good
repair. In colder months, make sure that outside
stairs are kept free from ice and snow buildup.
4. Carpets need to be checked for raised portions or
bumps. Area rugs should have a non-slip mat
underneath them.
5. The area near all stairs and walkways at the home
should be well-lit and kept clear of objects that can
cause a slip and fall.
6. Make sure that each level of the home has a
working smoke and carbon monoxide detector.
Change the batteries on a regular basis and keep track
of the date this action was taken.
7. Your safety inspection should include the bathroom.
Put a non-slip mat in the bathtub and INSTALL a
grab bar as well. Check the medicine cabinet for
medications and over-the-counter products that have
expired and take them to a pharmacy so they can be
disposed of properly. Don’t flush them down the
toilet.
Submitted by: Jan Wildman, RN
Parish Nurse, Northridge United Methodist
Information from: lovetoknow newsletter

Sunday, October 9
28th Sunday Ordinary Time
Pulpit Exchange w/ Clifton Ave. Church of God
Rev. David Cotto
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Sunday, October 16
29th Sunday Ordinary Time
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99;
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
Sunday, October 23
30th Sunday Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
Sunday, October 30
31st Sunday Ordinary Time
All Saints’ Sunday
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.

Co-Moderators………………………………………………………....Dwilla Cramer & Joan Generous
Secretary………………………...……………………………………………………….... Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….……………………………………………………………..….Ruth Martin

OCTOBER CIRCLE MEETINGS
ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Monday, October 10
Time: 7:15 p.m.
Place: Church
Hostesses: Emily Spriggs and Marge Stumpf
MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE
Leader: Ruth Martin
Meets 3rd Friday
Meeting Date: Friday, October 21
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Place: Church
Program: Diana Schneider will tell us of her
experiences in the Peace Corps.
Please bring a sandwich for our lunch together.
Chips and dessert will be furnished.
All are welcome!
Questions: Contact Gail Davis at 390-2527
REBEKAH/SARAH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, October 13
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: Church
Hostess and Program: Joan Garrett
Raffle Tickets for the Bazaar
will be available

BAZAAR WORKSHOP
The Bazaar Workshop continues to meet on Tuesday
mornings from 9AM until 12:00 noon in the lower level
Community Room. We would welcome any additional
helpers this month as Northminster’s Annual Holiday
Bazaar on November 5 is quickly approaching. For
additional information, contact Joan Generous 969-8130
or Barb Aker 399-3967.
ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR
There are many opportunities for you to participate in
this all church event. We would appreciate your help.
There will be an insert in the weekly bulletin announcements to sign-up to help the week before the bazaar and
the day of the event. You may also want to donate an
item(s) to the bake sale or the Second Time Around
Shop. Handcrafted items are also welcome.
Proceeds from the bazaar help to support mission work
inside and outside of the church. PW provided $3500 to
local mission in 2010:
Christ Episcopal Food Pantry
Interfaith Hospitality
Salvation Army
Second Harvest Food Pantry
Clifton Ave. Church of God Food Pantry
Kroger Cards to be used at Northminster
American Red Cross
Nehemiah Foundation

$1200
500
500
500
300
200
150
150

For additional information contact
Joan Generous 969-8130 or Barbara Benston 399-1956
Co-Chairs
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Session Highlights

CHURCH CORPORATION

The Session met in regular stated meeting September 20,
2011 in the Family Room. The Moderator, Rev. Dwight
McCormick, opened the meeting with prayer at 7:00 PM,
followed by a Scripture reading and a meditation.

President
Kent Sherry
Vice President
Bill Carpenter
Clerk of Session
Lois Shroyer
Treasurer
Bill Harrison
_____________________________
_____________________________
____________________________

The Pastor reported that on October 9 he will participate in
a pulpit exchange with Rev. David Cotto, pastor of the
Clifton Ave. Church of God (where Northminster assists
with the food pantry and breakfast once monthly). Pastor
McCormick will be away from October 15-22 to attend a
continuing education event in Austin, Texas.
The Pastor presented more material and led an exercise
from the book the Session is studying and will be working
with in depth at the October 1st session retreat.

Elders
Class of 2012
Marcia Barga
Kevin Creager
Susan Dersch
Diana Schneider

Session welcomed the two newly elected elders, Jim Cutler
and Don Hughes, who will be installed during a worship
service before the next session meeting.
The Finance Committee report was given by Chair Kent
Sherry, referring to the printed financial report and balance
sheet: Total income for January 1 through August 31 was
$120,463 and total expenses were $132,676, producing a
deficit of $12,213. The chair noted that receipt of pledges
has fallen behind schedule and that the deficit continues to
grow.

Class of 2013
Jim Griffin
Terry Rigio
Lois Shroyer
Emily Spriggs
Kent Sherry

Written reports were received from the Deacons, the Property Committee, and the Mission and Outreach Committee.
There were no action items from any of the committees.

Class of 2014
Bill Carpenter
Jim Cutler
Don Hughes
Denise Molnar

The next stated meeting of Session is October 25, 2011 at
7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try
to serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Deacons
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk

Class of 2012
Bill Benston
Tricia Foster
Elise Spriggs

Session Retreat
Saturday, October 1
9 AM to 1 PM
Come early for the
pancake breakfast.
Each session member should
bring their own sack lunch.

Class of 2013
Sue Creager
Mary Green
Irene Hughes
Class of 2014
Rob Adams
LeaAnn Hoefer
Nate Smith

T HE

NORTHERN LIGHT

October Adult Forum
If you're someone who likes to talk about theology with others or wants to know what Christians are talking about on
the web, join the October Adult Forum to discuss Rob Bell’s new book. Bell is the pastor of Mars Hill (a 10,000 member church in Grand Rapids), and author of Love Wins: A Book about Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who
Ever Lived. Love Wins has been widely criticized for espousing universalism (all people are saved), post-mortem second chances at salvation, and the denial of a literal, traditionally understood hell. Read the book and then we’ll examine our thoughts about the Hereafter. We will look to see what Scripture has to say about Heaven, Hell, and Salvation.
October 2: Preface and Chapter 1: Questions About the Hereafter
October 9: Chapters 2 & 3: Heaven and Hell?
October 16: Chapters 4 & 5: So What is Salvation?
October 23: Chapters 6, 7 & 8: God is Love
A brief written synopsis will be provided for each chapter and made available in the family room along with the Time
article “What if Hell Doesn’t Exist?” To save a tree the nine page Time article can be viewed at:
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2065289,00.html
However, to get a full understanding it’s recommended you purchase a copy of the book and read the chapters ahead of
time. New copies are available on Amazon.com for $15.00 including shipping. If you do not use computers and would
like assistance acquiring a copy, please phone the church office. Gary Molnar will be leading the forum. Please feel
free to come to any or all of the sessions, even if you have not read the book.

International Peacemaker to Visit Clark State Community College
October 11th, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.
Learning Resource Center (LRC) 207/209
Clark State Community College
570 E. Leffel Lane
International Peacemaker, Emad Ramzy Philobbos from Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will be speaking at Clark State
Community College on Tuesday, October 11th. He will be speaking about peace and justice issues from his perspective
as a current member of the Board of Coptic Evangelical Society for Social Services and the Arab Center for Training and
Peace Building. His presentation will touch on peacemaking between Christians and Muslim, and will include a discussion of the recent social and political uprising in Cairo.
Emad Ramzy Philobbos is a Professor Emeritus in the Department of Geology at the University of Assuit in Egypt. His
field of specialization is Geology, in which he has published 50 papers. He has a long list of research experiences, and
has been recognized several times by the Geological Society of Egypt. Not only is Emad Philobbos a leader in his academic field of Geology, he is also active in the Protestant Community in Egypt, as well as the Coptic Evangelical Society for Social Services.
Arranged through the denominational offices of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in Louisville, Kentucky, the International Peacemakers Program has been in existence since prior to 1988. International Peacemakers are leaders who are
engaged in peacemaking in their own areas of the world. They are invited by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to visit
with Presbyterians in the United States and to help us understand the peace and justice concerns of others around the
world. This sharing translates into a better understanding of the peace and justice issues in our own communities.
For additional information about the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, please call 1-877-728-7228, extension 5784, or
visit www.pcusa.org/peacemaking.
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Fri

Sat

Northminster Presbyterian Church

Thu

www.northminsterspringfield.org

Wed

7

8
Habitat Work Day
427 E. Grand

Tue

4
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp.
7:00 Christian Ed.
7:00 Argonne Lane

14

15
Clifton Ave.
Church of God
Breakfast/Food
Pantry

Mon

3
9:30 YWM
10:00 PW Board
6:30 Mission/Outrch

11
12
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp. 6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 Deacon Mtg.
7:15 Choir

22

Sun

2
World
Communion
Peacemaking
Offering
Deacons’ Dinner
10
10:00 AVM Board
6:30 Grandview
Condo
7:15 Esther Circle

21
10:30 Mary/Martha
Circle

1
8:00 Pancake
Breakfast
9:00 Session Retreat

9
Pulpit exchange w/
Clifton Ave. Church
of God
Rev. David Cotto

18
19
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp. 6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 Green Lawn III 7:15 Choir

29

5
6
5:30 Music/Worship 6:00 Springfield
6:00 Bell Choir
Dulcimer Club
7:15 Choir

16

17
November
Newsletter Deadline

28

November 3
10 to 2
Set up for Bazaar

20

13
12:00 Rebeakh/
Sarah Circle

23

24
6:30 Remembrance
Quilt Guild

25
26
27
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 9:30 Mail November
6:00 Finance
Newsletter
7:00 Session
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

30

November 2
10 to 2
Set up for Bazaar

November 5
Holiday Bazaar
9 to 3

November 1
10 to 2
Set up for Bazaar

November 4
10 to 2
Set up for Bazaar

31
6:00 Set-up Tables
for Bazaar
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Getting to Know
Carl and Dee Ahlm

Getting to Know
Ruth Martin

Dee is a graduate of Springfield North High School and
Edison State College. She retired from Clark County Job
and Family Services where she was a supervisor. She was
also a hostess at Klosterman’s Derr Road Inn. She has been
a volunteer at Habitat for Humanity and has been a CPR
and First Aid Instructor.

Ruth graduated from public schools in Columbus,
Ohio. She worked for the Child Support Agency
and Junior Achievement. Ruth has worked as a
bookkeeper for fifty years, retiring as church bookkeeper!

She enjoys reading, traveling, puzzles, gardening, playing
euchre, water aerobics and eating at restaurants with
friends. She belongs to the Springfield, Ohio, After 5 Club,
and the R.E.A.L. Book Club at United Senior Services of
Clark County. She also participates in day trips with United
Senior Services.
Dee has been actively involved at church. She is a past
Clerk of Session at Oakland, and has served there as an
elder, a deacon, choir member, Sunday school and vacation
Bible school teacher. She has served on and chaired several
different committees locally and at Presbytery.
Carl earned a Bachelor’s degree in English from Wittenberg
University and also attended Wright State. He earned a
Master’s of Education in Business and a Master’s of Arts in
Research and Statistics. He has been employed by Century
Housewares, Olan Mills and Clark State College and
Wright State University. He recently retired from teaching
English at Kenton Ridge High School. During his teaching
career, Carl was named a Martha Holden Jennings Scholar
and received other teaching awards, including Teacher of
the Year.
Carl is past president of the board of directors of the Springfield Arts Council. He has also been an active member of
the Ohio Education Association at the local and state levels
for over 20 years. He has held various offices in the church.
Carl and Dee are longtime members of the “Sons of the Desert,” an international organization devoted to Laurel and
Hardy. They have traveled the world attending international conventions. They are also members of the American
Wine Society. They have held season tickets for events at
the Kuss and the Victoria Theater in Dayton for many
years.
The Ahlms are the parents of Holly (and Richard) McHenry
and Stacey Ahlm of Springfield. They are the grandparents
of Skyler and Colby McHenry and Camry Wilson.

Ruth attended Hoge Presbyterian and Faith Presbyterian Churches in Columbus and Covenant Presbyterian Church in Springfield before coming to
Northminster.
Ruth and her husband, Roy, were married for 58
years. They moved to Springfield in 1979. The
Martins took camping trips to every state except
Delaware and Rhode Island.
Ruth has three children. Her son, Jeff, and his
wife, Chris, live in Toledo, Ohio. Steve and his
wife, Sara, live in Columbus, Ohio. Ruth’s daughter, Melanie, and her husband, Dusty O’Neill, live
in Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. She has seven grandchildren: Cori, Jeremy, Liz, Jenny, Ryan, Kevin, and
Megan.
Ruth enjoys crafts, reading and gardening. At
Northminster, she is the treasurer for Presbyterian
Women, a member of the Mary Martha Circle, a
member of AVM, and the Red Hats. She is an ordained elder and sang in the choir for many years.
Ruth enjoys spending time with her wonderful dog,
Penny.
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October 1
October 1
October 2
October 8
October 9
October 15
October 25

Pancake Breakfast
Session Retreat
World Communion
Deacons’ Dinner
Habitat Work Day
Pulpit Exchange w/
Clifton Ave. Church of God
Clifton Ave. Breakfast/Food Pantry
Session Meeting

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1st
Join us for pancakes the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 8 AM in the Community Room.

