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When was the last time you attended an
Adult Forum/Sunday School/Christian
Education class? It’s time you did so for
the first time, or did so again. I honestly
don’t know how you could keep from
attending these wonderful studies that
begin September 11th following worship. Each study will be conducted beginning at 11:15AM sharp in the Loft unless otherwise specified. The Loft is the newly renovated youth room upstairs beside the
church offices.
Materials for the programs will be provided in the family room on the
table outside of the sanctuary doors, as well as on the glass top table at
the side entrance to the church family room. The guide for each Sunday will be available at least two weeks ahead of time. For instance
when you plan to attend September 11th, you can pick up the study
guide for that Sunday as early as August 28th. September 18th material
will be available by September 4th and so on. Here are the exciting
offerings and those who will lead us:
September 11th Elder Susan Dersch will be teaching a one session
experience from The Thoughtful Christian called “Bible 101.” It’s a
class that is good for seasoned veterans who feel confident in their
knowledge of Scripture, as well as those who may not have spent
much time studying the Bible. This session will leave you with a comprehensive understanding of all biblical scholarship throughout history.
September 18th I will be teaching a one session experience called
“Why Pray?” from The Thoughtful Christian. Is a prayer for our favorite team to win something God honors? Are we praying for what
God cares about or what we care about? Come find out. You’ll be
praying so much your family will wonder where you are for 14 hours a
day.
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September 25 Elder Terry Rigio will be teaching a one session experience also from The Thoughtful Christian called “Public Education a Complex Picture.” Many people today are concerned with the
public school system in the U.S. and are raising questions about its
effectiveness, focus, and how it is preparing our children. This study
examines how the history of public education in America has been
based on two central narratives: education grounded in the common
good and education based on the American dream. You’ll be granted
an honorary Doctorate if you attend this class. (continued on next page)

The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Deana Knotts, Newsletter Editor

T HE

NORTHERN LIGHT
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October 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd Elder Gary Molnar will
teach a book study experience on: Love Wins: A book about
heaven and hell, and the fate of every person that ever
lived by Evangelical Pastor Rob Bell. This controversial
book challenges traditional notions about salvation and hell.
If you haven’t read this book and have been hesitant to do so,
please make your own judgment by reading this thought provoking, heartwarming work. Please note in order to prepare
for this study you will need to purchase a copy of the book
and read it ahead of time. New copies are available on Amazon.com for $15.00 including shipping. If you do not use
computers and would like assistance acquiring a copy, please
phone the church office for assistance by September 18th.
You will be given a blue ribbon with the words “Love Wins”
in Greek crocheted into the material if you attend this study
for all four sessions.

Dwight
AVM (Adult Visionary Ministry)
At their July board meeting, the “Visionaries” voted to make
a donation of $250 to the Clifton Avenue Church of God
Food Pantry. The next AVM Board Meeting will be Monday, September 12 at 10 AM in the Family Room of the
church.
Men’s Breakfast Meeting
The men’s breakfast meeting held the 2nd Thursday of the
month has been temporarily suspended.
Mission and Outreach Committee
The Mission and Outreach Committee will meet on the 1st
Monday of the month at 6:30 PM In September, since the
first Monday is Labor Day, the meeting will be on Tuesday,
September 6th at 6:30 p.m.
2012 Committee Budgets
Budgets from individual committees for 2012 are due to the
Session by Tuesday, September 20.
From the Treasurer, Bill Harrison…
THIS BEARS REPEATING
If you are 70 ½ and drawing from your 401K or a similar
retirement fund where you pay income tax on the withdrawals, then, this year only, you can have the fund pay the
church directly and that amount is not subject to tax. You
could pay your church pledge with non-taxed income and
also claim it as a deduction. Since this is the last year for
this, one could prepay next year’s pledge. Just do it before
Dec. 31, 2011. The tax saving could be considerable! Remember the payment cannot pass through you.

Session Retreat
Saturday, October 1
9 AM to 1 PM
~~~
Come early for the
pancake breakfast
in the Community Room.
Each session member should
bring their own sack lunch.

Session Highlights
The Session met in regular stated meeting August
16, 2011 in the Family Room. The Moderator,
Rev. Dwight McCormick, opened the meeting
with prayer at 7:05 PM in the sanctuary; he then
led session members in an extended time of sharing and prayer before returning to the family
room for the remainder of the meeting.
The Pastor introduced material from a book describing methods for improving leadership by
committees or boards. Session members will be
reading the book before the next session meeting
and will meet from 9 am to 1 pm on Saturday,
October 1st to study it in depth.
Session unanimously approved allowing the
youth group associated with Equality Springfield
to hold their meetings in the Loft, so long as they
have adult supervision.
The Finance Committee report was given by
Chair Kent Sherry, referring to the printed financial report and balance sheet: Total income for
January 1 through July 31 was $107,912 and total
expenses were $118,718, producing a deficit of
$10,806. The chair noted that receipt of pledges
has fallen behind schedule and that the deficit
continues to grow.
The Nominating Committee has filled one of the
two vacancies in the Session class of 2014 and
will submit an additional name by September 1st.
The next stated meeting of Session is September
20, 2011 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try to serve this congregation and our
Lord Jesus Christ.
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk
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NORTHMINSTER 2011 GOLF OUTING
Northminster’s Texas golf scramble was held at Snyder Park Golf
course on August, 21 2011, on a beautiful day. The following twelve
golfers participated:
Liz Adams
Rob Adams
Jeff Blackburn
Bud Graves

Gary Molnar
Dwight McCormick
Kate Smith
Nate Smith
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September Birthdays

Adam Stout
Tom Stout
Jim Thompson
Ryan Whiteside

The winning team of Rob and Liz Adams and Nate and Kate Smith
had a score of 65.
Nate Smith and Liz Adams had the longest drives on hole 9.
Kate Smith and Bud Graves had closest to the pin on hole 12.
All players received gifts furnished by:
•AAMCO Transmission, Bill Harrison
•AllState Insurance, Jim Twiggs
•State Farm Insurance, John Roberts
•Jeff Wyler Automotive Family
National Trails Park Service provided 50 clubhouse dollars.
All had a fun time.
-Bud Graves
______________________________

Notes of Thanks
As I begin my time away from home, I have to give my thanks to a
church that I have been a part of since I first started walking. I appreciate all the support and kind words from this great congregation. I
wish those who have passed could hear this as well. This is a great
church and I am glad my mom continued to bring me here when I
fought as a little kid. I owe a lot to this congregation and the great
people here. You all are great role models, not the celebrities of the
world. I hope this church continues to grow and in the future, I hope
to be able to contribute more to Northminster. I will miss sitting in the
second row on Sunday mornings.
-Rob Aldinger
The family of Marie Arnold would like to thank everyone that helped
us through a difficult time. We seriously do not know how we would
have made it without all the prayers, cards, hugs, and help from our
Northminster Family. Pastor Dwight was always by our side, leading
us through, helping us to see Marie (Mom) to the end of this life to the
beautiful life that awaits her on the other side. His compassion for us
was remarkable and we will never forget it. So many cards arrived
daily to lift our spirits and let us know we were not alone in this fight.
What a loving extended family we have. Truly we have been blessed.
Sincerely,
Ken, Bonnie, Cindy, and Dan

Sharon Jenkins
Dylan Hooper
Joyce Bruce
Nate Smith
Gay Steiner
Kathie Harbaugh
Howard Garrett
Adam Stout
Diana Schneider
Dwilla Cramer
Chris Molnar
Rosie Des Combes
Joan Watson

September 5
September 6
September 7
September 10
September 14
September 16
September 18
September 23
September 24
September 27
September 27
September 28
September 28

___________________
Dear Members of Northminster,
We have received an incredible number
of sweet and supportive cards. And with
each card came your prayers and blessings. Though these cards and tiny gifts
may seem small to you, it has been entirely overwhelming to go to the mailbox
each day only to find one or two cards
from people you don’t even know well
wishing you the best. Through you, we
have felt the hand of the Lord. We cannot thank you enough, but we’ll try!
Thank you,
The Bowman’s
Note: Abbey Bowman is the granddaughter of Donna and Don Rankin. Abbey and
her husband are expecting triplets on September 2. They already have a set of twoyear-old twins. Abbey has been on bed rest
the last several months of her pregnancy.
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READING THROUGH THE NEW TESTATMENT IN 30 DAYS
Do you want to take the challenge? Read through the New Testament in 30 Days. Find out where
all of the stories with which you are familiar occur in Scripture—the Old Testament challenge will
come out in a future newsletter. Read the New Testament along with other congregation members
and pray for the church daily after you read. Your relationship with God will be enriched as you
read the Bible in manageable chunks. If you get behind a day don’t give up! Just start again with
that day’s reading. But you can do it every day in just minutes a day. God will show you things
through the Holy Spirit that you may not have ever thought of before this rewarding practice. Just
read the passages set aside for each day and check off your progress to the side of each reading.
You can do it!

Sept. 6

Matthew 1-9

Sept. 21

Acts 15-21

Sept. 7

Matthew 10-15

Sept. 22

Acts 22-28

Sept. 8

Matthew 16-22

Sept. 23

Romans 1-8

Sept. 9

Matthew 23-28

Sept. 24

Romans 9-16

Sept. 10

Mark 1-8

Sept. 25

1 Corinthians 1-9

Sept. 11

Mark 9-16

Sept. 26

1 Corinthians 10-16

Sept. 12

Luke 1-6

Sept. 27

2 Corinthians 1-13

Sept. 13

Luke 7-11

Sept. 28

Galatians - Ephesians

Sept. 14

Luke 12-18

Sept. 29

Philippians - 2 Thessalonians

Sept. 15

Luke 19-24

Sept. 30

1 Timothy - Philemon

Sept. 16

John 1-7

Oct. 1

Hebrews

Sept. 17

John 8-13

Oct. 2

James – 2 Peter

Sept. 18

John 14-21

Oct. 3

1 John - Jude

Sept. 19

Acts 1-7

Oct. 4

Revelation 1-11

Sept. 20

Acts 8-14

Oct. 5

Revelation 12-22
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HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves
September 2011
DENTAL HEALTH
Don’t take dental lightly. Problems in the oral cavity can cause nutritional problems, digestion problems, and interfere with speech and communication. Remember digestion begins in the mouth.
Take measures to prevent dental decay such as regular brushing to include after meals and before bedtime. Reduce
the intake of starches and sugars. Apply fluoride if your water doesn’t contain it. Refrain from smoking, and take
extra care if you are diabetic. Regular dental visits will help with this. Brushing and flossing are very effective in
breaking up bacterial plaque that collects around teeth. Saliva helps with this so if you are ill and not eating, you
aren’t producing as much saliva.
Check your mouth periodically for any white and reddened areas. These could be precancerous and cancerous.
Usually the sores are painless and do not cause problems until later in the disease process. See your dentist for any
lesion anywhere in the oral cavity. Cancer of the mouth and associated areas is on the rise because of snuff. If you
drink alcohol and smoke, you are at a greater risk to develop cancer of the oral cavity.
Infections in the oral cavity can also spread to other organs in your body such as the heart and kidneys. That is why
it is so important to get regular dental checkups. Be a steward of your mouth and associated areas and keep them
healthy.
Submitted by:
Lisa Mayhugh, MSN, RN, Parish Nurse
Information from Textbook of Medical-Surgical Nursing, Smeltzer, 12th edition.

COMMITTEES
and
Committee Meeting Minutes
Check out the bulletin board
in the Narthex for a list of
church committees and their
current members.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Wednesday

Office Closed

Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th
in observance of Labor Day.

Minutes from individual committee
meetings are also posted.
Check It Out!

The office manager is in the church office on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.
The bookkeeper maintains office hours on
Monday and Thursday.

T HE

NORTHERN LIGHT

WORK DAY
Saturday, September 10 @ 9AM

Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun
with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators……......Dwilla Cramer & Joan Generous
Secretary………………………...……….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….……………….Ruth Martin
ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Monday, September 12
Time: 6:15 p.m.
Place: Church
Program: Salad Supper
Hostesses: Nancy Baker and Lee Jordan
MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE
Leader: Ruth Martin
Meets 3rd Friday
Meeting Date: Friday, September 16
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Place: Church
Program: Planning Meeting
After the meeting we will go out to lunch at “Bistro to Go”
in downtown Springfield. A beautiful restaurant!
REBEKAH/SARAH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, September 8
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: Church
Hostess and Program: Joyce Carpenter
BAZAAR WORKSHOP Starts September 6th
The Bazaar Workshop will begin meeting on Tuesday
mornings beginning September 6 from 9AM until 12:00
noon in the lower level Community Room. This a time for
building friendships and enjoying fellowship as we work
together to make items for our annual holiday bazaar on
November 5. For additional information, contact Joan
Generous 969-8130 or Barb Aker 399-3967.

WORK DAY is coming! Saturday, September
10th at 9:00 AM we will be getting the facility
spruced up! There is list on the bulletin board to
sign up for a project if you are unable to join us on
the 10th. We know that all are very busy. If you
could do a project at a time of your convenience,
it would be appreciated. Please join us for a time
of work and fellowship in doing projects that keep
our facility in good working order and give a
pleasant appearance.
Here is a list of projects we hope to complete:
●Seal picnic tables
●Paint windows on the outside of choir
room and library
●Trim bushes, especially around cross
where they interfere with light
●Bridge garden needs sealed or stained
●Weed shrubs and vines in front of
church by sign (do not trim lilacs)
Reset pavers if necessary
●All tables need to be scrubbed
●Wipe down kitchen cupboards
●Weed around sign out by the road
●Trim iris
●Trim water shoots from trees by the road
and driveway
●Clean garage
●Remove brush which has been dumped
at top of hill—trailer is needed to take to
C & S.
●Wash windows in family room and narthex

If you have any questions,
see Bill Carpenter, Property Chairman.
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!
Choir and Bell Choir Rehearsals
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Looking Ahead to October. . .
PEACEMAKING OFFERING
World Communion Sunday
October 2, 2011

Regular choir and bell choir rehearsals will begin on
Wednesday, August 31. The bell choir practices at 6 PM
in the sanctuary and choir meets at 7:15 PM in the choir
room. Everyone who wants to make music is welcome to
join either or both groups. If you have any questions,
please speak to Lydia Smith-Lockwood, our director, or
any choir member.
WORSHIP NOTES
Sunday, September 4
Pulpit Exchange
Rev. McCormick will be preaching at Oakland Presbyterian and Rev. Derrick Weston from Oakland will be
preaching at Northminster.
Sunday, September 11
Communion/Christian Education Begins
9-11 Tenth Anniversary
September 11 is the tenth anniversary of
the terrorist attack on the United States.
How has our world and our nation
changed since then? That Sunday we
will celebrate communion and spend
some time focusing on peacemaking and
observing people of varied faiths who are working together to promote understanding.
Children up to grade 5 will be welcome to attend Sunday
School classes after the children’s time during worship.
Sunday School Classes
Infants to kindergarten
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3, 4, 5

Teachers
Sarah McCormick
Cindy Chesnut
Butch Dodds
Eileen Reeves

The Adult Forum will meet after worship at 11:15 in the “Loft.” Elder
Susan Dersch will be teaching a one
session experience from The Thoughtful
Christian called, “Bible 101.”
For additional information about other forum classes,
see the pastor’s page.

“A harvest of justice is sown in peace”
(James 3:18)
The Peacemaking Offering was created to support the efforts of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A) to live out a deeper commitment to
peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God.
As Christians we are called to be agents of reconciliation for individuals, in families and communities, throughout the world, and with the
whole of creation, building a culture of peace. In
making a commitment to peacemaking, congregations work toward healing the brokenness in
the world.
Inserts and offering envelopes for the Peacemaking Offering will be included in the bulletins
beginning the second Sunday in September.
The offering supports the efforts of Presbyterians through their congregations, presbyteries,
synods, and the General Assembly to work for
peace by tearing down walls that divide.
● 25% is retained by congregations
● 25% is used by presbyteries
and synods
● 50% is allocated to General
Assembly ministries
The offering is received on World Communion
Sunday, October 2, which is a celebration of the
unity of the worldwide church through Christ.
Christians in congregations around the world
participate in the Lord’s Supper.
Make this year a time to renew your commitment to peacemaking as part of your calling as
a follower of Christ, who not only taught us the
ways of peace, but who is our peace.
“Beyond all these things put on love,
which is the perfect bond of unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body;
and be thankful.”
-Colossians 3:14-15 (NASB)

September 2011
Northminster Presbyterian Church

Mon

Wed

6
7
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 Mission/
7:15 Choir
Outreach
7:00 Christian Ed.

Tue

www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

19

Deadline for 2012
Committee Budgets

20
21
9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Finance
7:15 Choir
7:00 Session

12
13
14
10:00 AVM Board 9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 6:00 Bell Choir
6:15 Esther Circle 7:00 Property
7:15 Choir

4
5
Pulpit exchange with Labor Day
Oakland Presbyterian Office Closed

11
Communion
Sunday School and
Adult Forum Classes
Begin
18

25
Youth Hosting Cafe

26
27
28
6:30 Remembrance 9:00 Bazaar Wrkshp 6:00 Bell Choir
Quilt Guild
9:30 Fall Day at
7:15 Choir
Kirkmont
Older Adults

2

10
9:00 Work Day

3
8:00 Pancake
Breakfast

Sat

9

Fri

8
12:00 Rebekah/
Sarah Circle

16
17
10:30 Mary-Martha Clifton Ave. Church
Circle
of God Breakfast
and Food Pantry

Thu

15

23

1
6:00 Springfield
Dulcimer
Club

22

30

24

29
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September 3
September 4
September 5
September 6
September 10
September 11

September 20
September 27

Pancake Breakfast
Pulpit Exchange w/ Oakland Presbyterian
Labor Day—Office Closed
Bazaar Workshop Begins
Workday
Communion
Sunday School Classes Begin
Tenth Anniversary of 9-11
Session Meeting
Fall Day @ Kirkmont (Older Adults)

“Beyond all these things put on love,
which is the perfect bond of unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”
-Colossians 3:14-15

