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The movie It’s a Wonderful Life is a
timeless classic they play each year on
television. Perhaps they play it too often.
Who knows? Part of the reason for the
endurance and ubiquity of the film at
Christmas time is that it touches on relatable themes like faith, love, joy, hope
and unity. These themes are more timeless than the film. We find
these themes in God’s Word that endures forever. During this year’s
Advent worship services, along with the Christmas Eve worship, we
will be exploring faith, love, joy, hope and unity using clips from the
film and passages from Scripture. We will be showing brief portions
of the film as part of interpreting the Scripture for each Sunday. Advent is a season in which we are waiting for the arrival of Jesus the
Christ. We look back at how Israel awaited its Messiah, how the
world waited for salvation to appear in the person of Jesus and how
we too wait for the second coming of Jesus to usher in the Kingdom
of God in all its fullness. As we wait I invite us to worship. I look
forward to seeing you on Sundays. The themes we will explore on
Sundays during Advent and on Christmas Eve as well as the accompanying Scriptures are:
Advent 1 It's a Wonderful Life: Have Faith in It, Romans 12:1-5
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Advent 3 It's a Wonderful Life: Take Joy in It, Luke 1:26-37

Jim Townsend

Choir Director

Advent 4 It's a Wonderful Life: Hope in It, Psalm 13

Joan Generous
June Hughes

Presbyterian Women

Christmas Eve It's a Wonderful Life: United in Christ, Luke 2:1-20

Nancy Jean Graves

Advent 2 It's a Wonderful Life: Love It, 1 Corinthians 13

I invite you to watch the film again before you attend worship. Of
greater importance is that you read the Scripture ahead of time and
be ready to listen for how the Spirit of God is moving in the worship
and ministry of Northminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield. I
pray you have a blessed Advent season and a Merry Christmas.
In Christ,

Dwight

Ruth George

Parish Nurse
Librarian

The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Deana Knotts, Newsletter Editor
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Session Highlights
The Session met in regular stated meeting November 19, 2013. The Moderator,
Rev. Dwight McCormick, opened the meeting at 7:00 PM, with prayer and
scripture.

Northminster’s
Purpose Statement

Finance Committee: Elder Kevin Creager discussed the printed financial report
and balance sheet for October, which shows that total income for January
through October was $146,403 and total expenses were $156,722, producing a
deficit of $10,319. The figures show that pledge receipts are still behind schedule and that the interest income is less than was expected.

Presbyterian Church

Northminster
will develop disciples
of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow

On motion from the Mission Committee, session approved replacing, for this
year, our typical Advent collections (for Interfaith Hospitality Network and for
Project Woman) with a collection of items for a Christmas gift shop for the residents of Forest Glen.
Elder Susan Dersch reported that the Presbytery’s Mission Fund Committee has
approved Northminster’s application for a $2000 grant to be used to fund the
monthly breakfast at the Clifton Avenue Church of God food pantry for 2014.
This is the second year that we have received this grant and we cannot apply
again.
Session reappointed Bill Harrison as Treasurer and Gay Steiner as Financial
Secretary for 2014.

the way of Jesus.

“What good is it that
Christ was born
centuries ago if he
is not born now
in your heart?”
-Meister Eckhart

The next stated meeting of Session is December 17, 2013 at 7:00 PM.

(c. 1260 AD)

The Joyful Noiseletter
Nov.-Dec. 2013

Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try to serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk

Happy Birthday to:
Joshilyn Hoefer
Janet Hooper
Sally Asper
George Koerner
Andy Barga
Nancy Baker
Elisia Taylor
Stella Spriggs
Terry Rigio
Betty Rower
Larry Hines

December 2
December 2
December 5
December 8
December 12
December 14
December 17
December 18
December 27
December 27
December 31

Total Amount Pledged for 2013
$ 150,853.00
Pledges Received Year-to-Date
$ 125,908.00

“Make a Child Smile”
Sunday, December 15th ~ 7:30 PM
Wiley’s Comedy Club ~ 101 Pine St.
Oregon District of Dayton
A comedy Show to Benefit Dayton Children’s Hospital.
Pastor McCormick will be performing that evening.
(The show is rated PG-13.)

Admission
Bring a new, unwrapped toy
(Toys will be given to children
at Dayton Children’s Hospital.)

To make a reservation
call 429-5653.
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.

Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...………………………………………………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Ruth Martin

PW Christmas Dinner
Friday, December 6th
6:00 PM
Potluck Style Dinner
PW Will Furnish:
Meat, Rolls, Beverages
Please Bring a Side Dish to Share:
Salad, Vegetable, Dessert
ENTERTAINMENT BY:

The Springfield Dulcimer Club

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Treasurer: Anne Hines
Esther Circle will meet on
Monday, December 9th at
6:30 p.m. at the home of Lee
Jordan for a Christmas Party.
Please bring a $10 gift for the
gift exchange.

RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Secretary: June Hughes
Treasurer: Joan Garrett
Ruth Circle will not meet in
December or January. The next
meeting will be Thursday,
February 13, 2014.
Hostess: Mary Green
Program: Irene Hughes
Next P.W.
Board Meeting
Monday
December 2nd
10 AM

HOLIDAY BAZAAR ITEMS for SALE
Items from the Holiday Bazaar are displayed
and available for purchase on a table in the
Family Room. Be sure to check out the table
as items have been changed out and
restocked in the past week.
The Holiday Bazaar generated $3575.00 that
will be used for local mission projects.
A BIG THANKS to everyone that
helped make this possible!
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An Update Concerning The Memorial Project
The memorial console has now been installed in Northminster’s Worship area. This new
furnishing and the utility channel in the floor are now the most visual aspects of an extensive and complicated project.
*The next chapter will be the installation of visual and sound controls in the console.
Most of the present equipment can be retained and used. This also includes the ability to
use computer technology at that location. The operator will be seated at the console and
will no longer have to stand near the entrance to the area.
*An additional chapter for this project will be the installation of “wireless” lighting controls. Simply stated,
this is a highly technical aspect of the project and the many issues warrant wise and future oriented decisions.
The Task Force, in order to make final recommendations, will continue to gather general and specific information over the next several months. The task is slow and tedious. It includes considerations concerning the
financial cost for advanced technology, power company rebates that are available for efficient illumination,
cost and ease of maintenance, and versatility of lighting patterns for various situations. Some of the high dollar decisions may be limited by the funds that are designated for this project. The good news is that monies
continue to be voluntarily contributed to this cause.

HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves

December 2013
COMMON CAUSES OF NECK PAIN
Poor posture is a common cause of neck pain. When the head is too far forward, muscles become tight, tense and
overworked. Tension headaches can result from this kind of strain. A well-positioned workspace can eliminate muscle strain and neck pain. A computer screen should be at eye level. A keyboard should be reachable without having
to lift the shoulders. Working on a lap top is sure to create strain because the screen and keyboard are situated close
together making eye level and reach-ability not possible. A mouse should be close enough that constant reaching isn’t necessary. Telephone headsets are a must to avoid cradling the phone between neck and shoulder.
Carrying a heavy purse will create shoulder and neck tension. Alternating shoulders might help, as will a backpack or
bag that evenly distributes the weight of the contents. Suspenders and bra straps can cause pressure on neck and
shoulder muscles.
Neck pain that is worse in the morning is caused by two factors. One is that neck muscle
circulation is less when at rest, thus allowing stiffness to occur. The other is related to sleep
posture. During sleep, the head must be supported in alignment with the spine. For side
sleepers, this would mean a pillow about as thick as the ear-to shoulder distance. Back
sleepers need a neck support but flatter for the head. And stomach sleepers (worst position
for lower back sufferers) need a flat pillow to keep the neck aligned with the spine. Unfortunately, most people sleep in all three positions, making adequate support all but impossible.
Posture can be improved by stretching exercises, yoga and/or massage. For more information, go to www.jenniferessary.hubpages.com
Submitted by: Mary Caputo, R.N. St. Teresa Catholic Church
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News from the Mission Committee
Thank you…
To all who donated to the Peacemaking Offering in October. A total of $894.00 was collected, with $223.50 given
locally to On The Rise.
To all who have donated Labels for Education and Box Tops for Education. Carol Emerich was able to take a large
amount of labels to Oesterlen in November! Please continue to bring these labels in for they enable Oesterlen to
obtain needed supplies for its ministry to the youth in our community.
To all the volunteers who currently help and all who have expressed a desire to help at the monthly breakfast we
provide at the Clifton Avenue Church of God food pantry. We have so many volunteers that Emily Spriggs is
forming a third team! Watch for the 2014 schedule to be posted in the Narthex later this month.
Joy Offering To Be Received
During Advent you will be hearing about the Joy Offering during worship and will have the opportunity to read the bulletin inserts about it. This Presbyterian Special Offering is evenly split between the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions and racial ethnic education at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. Your contributions are always appreciated.
Northminster Receives Grant Award!
Our congregation was awarded a $2,000 grant from the Presbytery’s Network Support and Grant Committee for our
work with the Clifton Avenue Church of God Food Pantry. This is the second and last grant we are eligible to receive
from this Committee’s Northminster (Dayton) Mission Fund.
Susan Dersch, Mission Committee Chair

Christmas Shop for Forest Glen Assisted Living Residents
December 11th ~ 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Do you have items around the house with the tags still on that you are not planning to use? Or do you have “like new”
items that you are willing to part with? Would you like to help some senior citizens who cannot get out and about?
We are holding a Christmas Shop for the residents at Forest Glen who are unable to get out to do any Christmas shopping but would like to give a gift to a friend or family member. For ideas for items you might like to donate, please see
the list below. If you don’t have items to donate but would like to make a financial donation, that would also be appreciated. It would be used to purchase Christmas wrappings and tags for the shop. This is such a simple mission but easy
to complete. Serving this generation is very rewarding.
It you would like to help at the Christmas Shop on December 11, please call Sara Arnott at 629-0208. There will be a
box in the Narthex the next 3 Sundays to collect your items. Thank you.

Ideas for items you might have on hand or could purchase at the Dollar Tree:
Women’s scarves, gloves, jewelry
Books read, but look brand new
Puzzles
Lotions, creams
Men’s socks, ties, gloves
Children’s books and DVD’s
Boxed candies such as Thin Mints and Cherry Cordials (Dollar Tree)
Candles
Small picture frames
Small guest towels or kitchen towels

This year this project replaces the Advent Collections done in previous years when we collected toilet paper, gas cards,
and school supplies for Interfaith Hospitality, Project Woman and Oesterlen Services respectively.

T HE

NORTHERN LIGHT

MUSIC and WORSHIP SCHEDULE for DECEMBER
HANGING of the GREENS ~ Sunday, December 1st
Hanging of the Greens will be Sunday, December 1st! We hope you will plan to
stay after church to help decorate the church for the Advent and Christmas season.
Those who do will be rewarded with a light lunch!
Several years ago, members of the congregation donated many beautiful angels to
decorate the tree in the sanctuary. Some of those angels need to be replaced. If
you would like to help replenish these ornaments, please bring them to church on
Sunday, December 1st.
We also decorate a tree in the Family Room. That tree could also use some new
ornaments. If each family would bring a pair of new mittens or gloves, any-size,
child to adult, we could have a really colorful tree during Advent, and then make
sure some of our neighbors have nice warm hands during the winter!
Please plan to help decorate Northminster for the season and enjoy some holiday fellowship.

A Christmas Pageant and A Christmas Brunch
Sunday, December 15th

The children of our church will present a Christmas Pageant during worship
on Sunday, December 15th. This pageant has become a Northminster tradition
that you won’t want to miss!
After the Christmas Pageant the Deacons are hosting a Christmas brunch that
will include a variety of breakfast casseroles, breads and beverages. You don’t
need to bring a thing. Just come and enjoy!

Caroling Party
The Music and Worship Committee invites you to come caroling with us to help spread the joy of Christmas. Mike and Jim will lead us as we carol at nearby nursing homes. We’ll meet after the Christmas
brunch in the Family Room, and be on our way. We should be finished no later than 1:30. We hope you
will join us!

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Tuesday, December 24th ~ 6PM

Come worship with us on Christmas Eve at 6PM to celebrate
the birth of our Savior with a Service of Lessons and Carols.
Join you voice with ours as we sing Christmas Carols and
tell the story of Jesus’ birth through the reading of Scripture
by members and friends of the Northminster family. Come hear the Word,
believe the Word, and receive the Word that became flesh on that most Holy
Night. Communion will be served.

December 2013
Northminster Presbyterian Church ~ Springfield Ohio
www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

Mon

1
First Sunday Advent
Blood Pressure Screening
Hanging of the Greens

2
9:30 Young Woman’s
Mission

8
Second Sunday Advent

9
6:30 Esther Circle
@ Lee Jordan’s

15
Third Sunday Advent
Christmas Pageant
Christmas Brunch
Caroling Party

Tue
3

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

5
6:00 Dulcimer
Club

6

10
6:30 Deacons’ Meeting
7:00 Green Lawn
III Condo Mtg.

11
9:30 Christmas
Shop at
Forest Glen
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

12

13

14
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

16
Newsletter Deadline

17
7a Men’s Breakfast
6:00 Finance
7p Session

18
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

19

20

21

22
Fourth Sunday Advent
Christmas Joy Offering

23

24

25

26

27

28

Office Closed

Office Closed

29

30

6:00 PM
PW Christmas
Dinner

10:00 PW Board

6:00 PM
Christmas Eve Service
Communion

31

7
8:00 Pancake
Breakfast
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December 2013
December 1

December 6
December 7
December 11
December 14
December 15
December 17
December 17
December 24
December 25

First Sunday in Advent
Hanging of the Greens
Blood Pressure Screening
PW Christmas Dinner 6PM
Pancake Breakfast
Christmas Shop @ Forest Glen
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Christmas Pageant/Brunch/Caroling
Men’s Breakfast @ Perkins N. Limestone
Session Meeting
Christmas Eve Worship 6 PM
Communion
Christmas Day—Office Closed

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11

