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In November we will begin a series during
Adult Forum Sunday school that helps us
re-frame the way we celebrate Christmas. It is a
study written by Mike Slaughter at
Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church called
A Different Kind of Christmas. The description
of the study from Amazon.com states:
Every year, we say we’re going to cut back, simplify, and have a family
Christmas that focuses on the real reason for the season—Jesus. But
every year, advertisements beckon, the children plead, and it seems
easier just to indulge our wants and whims. Overspending, overeating,
materialism, and busyness rob us of our peace and joy and rob Jesus of
his rightful role as the center of our celebration.
This study of devotional readings is designed to draw your entire family
into closer fellowship with God as you respond to this Christmas season
and the call of God to live generously all year around. The study
includes readings, Scripture, prayer, and stories about helping others at
Christmas.
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_____________________________PASTORS
Dwight McCormick II, Pastor
W. Franklin Sparks, Pastor Emeritus

I confess it will be a difficult study for me personally because Sarah and
I are entrenched in our annual family tradition of buying cheap plastic
junk and technology for our children and each other as well that we do
not need but desperately want. We have romanticized consumerism to
the extent that it has become the idol we worship instead of the Christ
child. It hurts physically to even write about this shift of buying
practices because I know it will involve making difficult choices.

_______________________CHURCH STAFF

Have I sold you on the class yet? Woo hoo! Let’s feel guilt and shame
to honor God! That is missing the point. I invite us to study alongside
one another and not engage in all or nothing thinking. How can we work
alongside one another to discern how God may be leading us into a
more mature relationship with Jesus? What middle ground might there
be where we can find contentment within our hearts and spirits because
of the gift of God’s love rather than seeking fulfillment in goods and
services that only satisfy us until the newest version of the object of our
desire becomes available? Friends, our most important pursuit in this
life is a relationship with God. It is a struggle to live a life of faith, but it
is one that is worth the effort. I pray you take time to join me in this
study to consider how the way we celebrate Christmas reflects our
relationship with God. I look forward to the growth and sharing the
struggle with you.
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Deana Knotts, Newsletter Editor
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Session Highlights
The Session met in regular stated meeting October 22, 2013. The Moderator, Rev. Dwight McCormick, opened the
meeting at 7:00 PM, with prayer and scripture.
Rev. Karen Cassedy and Rev. Kevin Horrigan visited the session to explain the presbytery’s Covenant Connection
program. “The presbytery is the connection of congregations within a particular geographic region that are enabled
and empowered to work together to carry out Christ’s mission. The New Testament gives a picture of a number of
churches (the churches in Galatia for example) that were bound together in common ministry.” The visitors asked
session members to share what excites them about the life and work of Northminster. They also encouraged the
session to form relationships with our sister congregations.
Session again focused attention on the “Unbinding the Gospel” program. Rev. McCormick discussed the next step in
the program, called “Unbinding Your Church” and outlined preliminary plans for implementing the program.
Finance Committee:

•

Elder Kevin Creager discussed the printed financial report and balance sheet for September, which shows that
total income for January through September was $126,285 and total expenses were $ 142,790, producing a deficit of
$ 11,100. The figures show that pledge and offering receipts are behind schedule and that the interest income is less
than was expected.
Elder Creager briefly discussed the stewardship campaign, which is tied into the “Unbinding the Gospel” program.
Pledge Sunday will be November 10.
On motion from the Mission Committee, session approved receiving the Christmas Joy offering on December 22.
On motion from the Worship Committee, session approved changing the date of November communion from the 17th
to the 24th and scheduling communion at the Christmas Eve service.
The next stated meeting of Session is November 19, 2013 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try to serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
-Lois Shroyer, Clerk

Happy Birthday!
Kris Spriggs
Liz Adams
Ruth Dern
Dwight McCormick
Tim Spoon
Bill Harrison
Phil Kunkle
Betty Dow
Dick Johnson
Betty Thomas
Pete Torok
Chloe McCormick
Harold Locher
Donna Sherry
Joan Garrett
Terry Hooper

November 3
November 6
November 8
November 8
November 9
November 11
November 11
November 15
November 16
November 19
November 20
November 22
November 25
November 26
November 28
November 29

THANKSGIVING POWER
“Extra leafs for the table are likely on your mind if you anticipate
friends or family for Thanksgiving. We sometimes welcome
persons into our lives whose politics or attitudes or actions clash
with our own. It is the mark of a genuine follower of Jesus that he or
she is able to genuinely welcome someone not normally welcome at
the table.”
-Rev. Paul Graves
Sandpoint, ID
From the Joyful Noiseletter
Nov.-Dec. 2013
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.

Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...………………………………………………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Esther Circle will meet on Thursday, October
31, at 6:00 p.m. at the church to make
“Buckeyes” for the Holiday Bazaar on
November 2nd. This meeting will serve as our
regular November meeting.
RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Secretary: June Hughes
Treasurer: Joan Garrett
Ruth Circle will meet at the church at 11:00 on
Thursday, November 14th. Hostesses will be
Gail Davis and Lillian Klus.
Bring your own sandwich for lunch; the rest of
the meal will be furnished by the hostesses.

PW Christmas Dinner
Friday, December 6th ~ 6:00 PM

Potluck Style Dinner
PW Will Furnish:
Meat
Rolls
Beverages
Please Bring a Side Dish to Share:
Salad
Vegetable
Dessert
ENTERTAINMENT BY:

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday
November 2
9AM to 3PM

The Springfield Dulcimer Club
TABLECLOTHS
PW is in search of pastel tablecloths that belong to the
church that have been used for various occasions and been
taken home to be laundered and not returned. If you think
you may have a tablecloth that belongs to the church, please
return it to the kitchen; the Presbyterian Women’s Board
would greatly appreciate it. Thanks!
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Stewardship is the opportunity to renew our commitment to the church,
to our fellow church members, and to the broader sense of the church in
our community on a yearly basis. We offer ourselves through our time,
our talents, and our financial resources and this commitment is the
responsibility of the congregation as a whole.
This year, our church has established an emphasis on evangelism, using the books Unbinding the Gospel
and Unbinding Your Heart in our lives. We are deepening our faith through what these books label The
Trinity of Relationships.
1. Using the power of prayer and personal spiritual growth for our Relationship with God.
2. Supporting emotionally and spiritually the care of others in our congregation for the
Relationship of Those in Our Church.
3. Sharing and demonstrating our faith for the Relationship with Those Outside Our Church.
We are asking each member to spend time in prayer and in contemplation of these relationships to
determine your commitment to stewardship this year.

Pledge Sunday will be November 10th.

HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves

November 2013
SPRAINS & STRAINS
Sprains and strains are common and may have similar signs and symptoms but affect different body
parts. A sprain is a stretching or tearing of ligaments (fibrous tissue that connects one bone to
another). A strain is a stretching or tearing of muscles or tendons (fibrous material that connects
muscles to bones).
Both sprains and strains can cause pain and swelling. Sprains usually affect the ability to move the
affected joint as in an ankle. Strains may also cause muscle spasms or limit the ability to move the
muscle as in the back. Signs and symptoms vary according to the severity of the injury. If there is
numbness in the injured area or if unable to walk more than a few steps without significant pain or if the
injured area cannot be moved, a physician should evaluate the injury.
Mayo Clinic’s website states that mild injuries may be treated at home with R.I.C.E. This stands for
rest, ice, compression and elevation. Over-the-counter pain medication may be needed. These injuries
usually resolve in a few weeks but if severe may require physical therapy or rarely surgery. Being
active and physically fit on a regular basis helps to prevent this type of injury.
Submitted by: Sue Markley
Urbana United Methodist Church
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Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service

Following worship on Sunday, November 17th, a
new member class will be held for those who are
considering membership in our church. The class
will meet at 11:20 a.m. in the library. During our
time together we will consider what it means to be
a Christian, a Presbyterian, and a member of
Northminster Church. There will also be an
opportunity for class members to ask questions
and explore various aspects of our faith. This is a
very exciting time in the church and we hope you
will prayerfully consider becoming a member.

Tuesday, November 26th

7:00 PM
Covenant
Presbyterian Church

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Total Amount Pledged for 2013
$ 150,853.00
Pledges Received Year-to-Date
$ 116,981.00

There will be a Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, November 17 immediately following
worship. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on
the Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2014 and elect new
officers (elders and deacons).

MEMORIAL PROJECT UPDATE
A memorial gift in honor of Carol Sparks is in the process of being planned and built. A small
task force is meeting weekly to complete an attractive, wooden, custom-built console to
house both the audio-visual equipment and the controls for the sanctuary lighting. Some
technology upgrades will provide the ability to control lighting from the console as well as the
sound system. The console will be built to match the existing wood and décor of the
sanctuary.
Some minor structural changes to the existing space are necessary to complete the project. It
is necessary to remove the back pew (on your immediate right as you enter the sanctuary) and
half of the next to last pew for the console to be seamlessly integrated into the worship space.
With the modification to the pews and the construction and installation of the console, the
congestion that takes place before worship at the sanctuary entrance will be relieved in three
ways. The first is that the sound person will no longer have to stand at the entrance to the
sanctuary because the controls for all of the equipment will be in the console. The second is
that the removal of the back pew and a half of the next to last pew will open up more space to
walk. The third is that the lectern (another memorial gift from the Sparks family) that
currently stands in the entrance to the sanctuary will no longer be partially obstructing the
aisle.
It is exciting to complete such a project to honor the memory of Carol Sparks and glorify God
through the faithful stewardship of memorial gifts.
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Mission Committee News
Many thanks!
To all those who donated items for the Christmas Boutique for the Wings of Hope
home in Haiti. A picture of the full box is on the Narthex bulletin board, and these
items will be on their way to Haiti on October 28th. We’ve been promised pictures of
the boutique so watch for these on the bulletin board in December.
Why we ask..and ask…and ask….
Some of you may be thinking, “It seems like every time we turn around, there is
another appeal for financial support of a project or program.” I know. The Mission
Committee alone asks the congregation to support four special offerings from the
Presbyterian Church, plus several other opportunities for giving presented throughout
the year. Be ready…the holiday season is just around the corner, as are the holiday
appeals. The committee has sought opportunities that require no financial contribution,
such as the Box Tops for Education and the Labels for Education. Members likely buy
many of these items for their own use. Bringing in these labels and box tops enables
us to support Oesterlen at no additional cost to you. Then there are the opportunities to
give time and talent, such as helping cook and/or serve breakfast at the Clifton Avenue
Church of God Food Pantry or being part of a Habitat work crew. Still, there are many
more times this congregation is asked to support causes with their wallets.
So, why do we do it? Speaking as chair of the Mission Committee, it’s because there
is so much need in this community and in this world. When I started working for
Habitat for Humanity in 1998, my eyes were opened to the situations some families
face with regard to their housing. Not everyone “works the system” to get something
for nothing. There are many hard-working people out there struggling to make ends
meet. I began to realize how blessed I really was. That doesn’t mean I have everything
I want, but my basic needs have been met…and so much more. I began to see things
differently and began to be more open to sharing what I had. I can’t, and don’t, give to
everything. I choose to give to those things that touch my heart the most. I invite you
to do the same.
Read Deuteronomy 15:11, Matthew 25:37-40 or Romans 12:13…or find other verses
that talk about sharing what we have. One other thought, a colleague of mine has the
following at the end of his e-mail. The first time I read it, it gave me pause:
“I was going to ask God why He allowed such poverty and homelessness
but didn’t for fear He would ask me the same question.”
As we look towards Thanksgiving, let’s consider what we have to be thankful for and
decide how we can share from our blessings.
Susan Dersch, Chair
Mission Committee
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POINSETTIA
ORDER FORM
It is time once again to order
Christmas poinsettias to
decorate the worship area.
The cost for each plant is $8.00.
Checks should be made payable to:
Northminster Presbyterian Church.
Paid orders must be turned in by
Sunday, November 24th.

Red poinsettia

__________

White poinsettia

__________

Pink poinsettia

__________

Burgundy poinsettia

__________

I/We would like to provide a poinsettia for
Christmas Worship.
Name:_____________________________________

Hanging of the Greens
Hanging of the Greens will be Sunday,
December 1st! We hope you will plan to stay
after church to help decorate the church for
the Advent and Christmas season. Those who
do will be rewarded with a light lunch!
Several years ago, members of the
congregation donated many beautiful angels
to decorate the tree in the sanctuary. Some of
those angels need to be replaced. If you
would like to help replenish these ornaments,
please bring them to church on Sunday,
December 1st.
We also decorate a tree in the Family Room.
That tree could also use some new ornaments.
If each family would bring a pair of new
mittens or gloves, any-size, child to adult, we
could have a really colorful tree during
Advent, and then make sure some of our
neighbors have nice warm hands during the
winter!
Please plan to help decorate Northminster for
the season and enjoy some holiday fellowship!

(as you would like it to appear in the bulletin)

In Memory of
___________________________________________
or

Caroling Party

In Honor of
___________________________________________
Flowers will be available
for pick up following
the Christmas Eve service.

The Music and Worship Committee invites
you to come caroling and help spread the joy
of Christmas. On Sunday, December 15, Mike
and Jim will lead us as we carol at nearby
nursing homes. We’ll meet after church in the
Family Room after worship, enjoy a light
lunch, and be on our way. We should be
finished no later than 1:30. We hope you will
join us!

November 2013
Northminster Presbyterian Church
400 Villa Road ~ Springfield, OH 45503

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

3
All Saints’ Sunday

4
9:30 YWM
10:00 PW Board

5
Election Day
Polling Place

Sat
2
HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Pancake Breakfast

6
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

7
8
6:00 Dulcimer Club

9
Clifton Ave.
Breakfast

Blood Pressure
Screening

6:30 Mission Cmte.

10
11
Stewardship
Sunday—return
pledge cards
7:00 Music/Comedy
Benefit Show

12

13
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

14
11:00 Ruth Circle

15

16

17
Congregational
Meeting

18
Newsletter Deadline

19
7a Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins
6p Finance Cmte
7p Session Meeting

20
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

21

22

23

25
6:30 Remembrance
Quilt Guild

26
7pm Interfaith
Thanksgiving
Service
@ Covenant
Presbyterian

27

28
Office Closed

29
Office Closed

30

Membership Class

24
Christ the King
Sunday
Communion
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November 2013
November 2
November 3
November 9
November 10
November 11
November 17
November 17
November 19
November 19
November 24
November 26
November 28
November 29

Holiday Bazaar
Pancake Breakfast
All Saints’ Sunday
Blood Pressure Screening
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Music/Comedy Benefit Show
Veterans’ Day
Congregational Meeting
Membership Class
Men’s Breakfast @ Perkins
Session Meeting
Communion
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
at Covenant Presbyterian
Thanksgiving Day—Office Closed
Office Closed

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.
1 Peter 4:10

