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One of the privileges of serving as your
pastor includes being able to participate
in two weeks of continuing education
each year. I am thankful for the luxury
of being able to become better equipped
to serve God alongside you.
This year, for my continuing education, I attended an event during
late August. I traveled to Ridgecrest Conference Center in
Ridgecrest, North Carolina for the Network of Biblical
Storytellers (NBS) Convention. They call the convention’s annual event “The Festival Gathering.” Locations vary each year
but the event is generally held on the east coast. The NBS is
based in Indianapolis at Christian Theological Seminary. The
school is affiliated with but does not exclusively serve the Disciples of Christ denomination. The NBS produces a quarterly journal and also provides advanced degrees in biblical storytelling.
One personal note about the location of the conference is that
Ridgecrest Conference Center is where I first felt called into
ministry while I was a tenth grader in 1987. Ridgecrest is the
Southern Baptist analog to Montreat Conference Center for
Presbyterians. The two are only five or six miles apart from one
another. It was a treat to re-visit Ridgecrest.
While the apparent definition of biblical storytelling is “telling
Bible stories,” Dennis Dewey, a pastor well known for his biblical
scholarship and storytelling abilities, defines it with more depth.
He states,
Biblical storytelling is a spiritual discipline that entails the
lively expression, interpretation and animation of a narrative
text of scripture that has first been deeply internalized and
then is remembranced, embodied, breathed and voiced by a
teller/performer as a sacred event in community with an
audience/congregation.
“Remembranced” is a word used as a deliberate echo of the
Eucharistic Greek term ἀνάµνησιν — that translates more than
simply remembering the past, but in some sense re-presenting it in
the present moment. (continued on next page)
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(pastor’s column continued)

The practice of biblical storytelling then is an art, a spiritual discipline and
an internalizing of a biblical text prepared for a “telling” often in a worship
setting. I learned that using the term “telling” is an important distinction
from “reading” because it involves quite a bit more effort to internalize and
memorize a text. I have been practicing and will give a telling during one
of the worship services in October.
The NBS festival gathering involved attending worship daily where we
heard tellings from multiple biblical texts, attending workshops throughout
the day, eating together with other conference participants (the food was as
good as I remembered), and hearing good stories not only from the Bible
but from the lives of those who gathered to demonstrate and learn this
discipline. It was a blessing to be a part of it. Thank you for providing that
for me.
In addition, I was able to connect with a local Cincinnati/Dayton chapter of
seven biblical storytellers who meet monthly. My plan is to work with that
group to have them come to Northminster and provide an evening of
“telling” in 2014. Watch the newsletter and bulletin for further details.
Two additional highlights were being able to hear prominent Christian
author, pastor, and scholar Brian McLaren as the keynote speaker and
hearing an “epic telling” of the entire book of 1 Corinthians. Forty or so
people memorized portions of the book and told them to us one evening. It
was incredible to hear an entire book of the Bible told.
Thanks once again for providing me with the opportunity for professional
and personal development each year. It is a blessing that further equips me
to serve as your pastor.
Yours in Christ,

Dwight

Happy Birthday!
Rob Adams
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Greg Veith
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Susan Dersch
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Kent Sherry
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Carol Emerich
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Ken Arnold
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Barbara Benston
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Charlie Myers
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Sophie Spriggs
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Rob Aldinger
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Irene Hughes
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Dick White

October 28

Kate Smith

October 29

Memorial Gift Announced
The Sparks family has offered a gift to the Northminster Congregation which is
given in memory of Carol Sparks. The session at its stated meeting, September
17th, gave its general acceptance of the gift and the following plan. The gift will
include a custom-built console for the worship area, located at the rear of the
pew section. Controls for sound, lights, and computer-generated audio-visuals
will be situated there. These controls are presently in various locations, making
them awkward to manage by one person. The project will give the operator
instant, easy, and convenient access to a variety of devices and will provide the necessary modern function in
a sleek, aesthetically attractive console.
A special task force will be appointed to plan, execute and oversee the development of this gift. It will
involve a modification of a pew, the design of the professionally custom-built console, an extensive review of
the present equipment, some new purchases of equipment, and a major rewiring of old and new controls.
This gift to the Northminster congregation is made possible through memorial gifts given in Carol’s memory.
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.

Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...………………………………………………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Esther Circle will meet on Monday,
October 14th at 6:30 p.m. at the
church. The hostess will be Anne
Hines.
Then on Thursday, October 31,
Esther Circle will meet at 6:00 p.m.
at the church to make buckeyes for
the Holiday Bazaar on November
2nd. This will take the place of our
regular November meeting.
RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Secretary: June Hughes
Treasurer: Joan Garrett
Ruth Circle will meet at the church
at 11:00 on Thursday, October 10.
Bring your own sandwich for
lunch; the rest of the meal will be
provided by the hostess.

Next P.W.
Board Meeting
Monday, October 7th
10:00 AM

ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday, November 2nd ~ 9 AM to 3 PM
Northminster’s annual holiday bazaar is just around the
corner! Most people in the congregation help to support this
all-church event in some way and we look forward to being
able to work together again this year!
A sign-up form to help at the bazaar will be included in the
bulletin announcements beginning the first Sunday in
October. If you are interested in helping, please fill out the
form and place it in the offering plate or return it to the church
office. Contact Joan Generous (969-8130) or Barbara Benston
(399-1956) to see how you may be able to participate.
The bazaar will include a “Vintage Table” this year and we
will also have an “Ohio State Table” featuring many buckeye
items.
The pancake breakfast will begin serving at 7:30. The bake
sale is sure to have delicious home baked goods made by
members and friends of the congregation and the Family
Room will be stocked full of unique handmade items that
make great holiday gifts. The coffee shop will be open from
9 a.m. until noon for donuts and coffee and Café Noel will be
serving a delicious lunch from 11:30 until 1:30.
Raffle items this year include: a stained glass angel, a wall
hanging, and themed gift baskets put together by the women’s
circles. Tickets are available in the church office and will be
available the day of the bazaar. The drawing for the raffle is
at 2:30 on the day of the bazaar and attendance is not
necessary to win.
We hope you will join us on November 2nd!!!
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Session Highlights
The Session met in regular stated meeting
September 17, 2013. The Moderator, Rev.
Dwight McCormick, opened the meeting at
7:00 PM, with prayer.
Session again focused attention on the
“Unbinding the Gospel” program, working
out leadership of the “Unbinding Your Heart”
sessions for Adult Forum. Rev. McCormick
briefly discussed the next step in the program,
called “Unbinding Your Church.”
Finance Committee: A printed report for
August was not available, but Elder Kevin
Creager discussed the printed financial report
and balance sheet for July, which shows that
total income for January through July was
$102,148 and total expenses were $114,614,
producing a deficit of $12,466. The figures
show that pledge and offering receipts are
behind schedule.
On motion from the Mission Committee,
session approved giving Northminster’s
portion (25 %) of the Peacemaking Offering
to On the Rise (an organization that works
with at-risk youth). Session also agreed, by
consensus, to support collecting items for the
mission trip to Haiti, led by Rev. Shelley
Wiley of Honey Creek.
On motion/second, session unanimously
approved sponsoring a Boy Scout troop, if the
need and interest exists in the community.
Session also approved a proposal for a
memorial project in honor of Carol Sparks
(a console to control the sound and media
equipment).
On motion/second, session approved the
request of Rev. McCormick and Rev. Marcy
Bain to host at Northminster on the evening
of November 10 a musical concert/comedy
show fundraiser to benefit Youth First.
The next stated meeting of Session is October
22, 2013 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and
Session as we try to serve this congregation
and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Lois Shroyer, Clerk
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HEALTH NEWS
from the Parish Nurse . . Nancy Jean Graves

October 2013
Adult ADD/ADHD
Life can be a balancing act for any adult, but if you find yourself
constantly late, disorganized, forgetful and overwhelmed by your
responsibilities, you may have ADD/ADHD. Attention deficit
disorder affects many adults and its wide variety of frustrating
symptoms can hinder everything from your relationships to your
career. But, help is available, and learning about ADD/ADHD is
the first step. Once you understand the challenges, you can learn to
compensate for areas of weakness and start taking advantage of
your strengths.
ADD/ADHD affects persons of all levels of intelligence. Although
everyone sometimes has symptoms of ADD/ADHD. Only those
with chronic impairments from these symptoms warrant an ADD/
ADHD diagnosis.
SYMPTOMS:
Difficulty staying focused. “Zoning out” without realizing it.
Extreme distractibility. Difficulty paying attention, such as when
reading or listening to others. Struggling to complete tasks.
Tendency to overlook details, leading to errors or incomplete work.
Poor listening skills, hard time remembering conversations and
following directions.
Disorganization and forgetfulness. Poor organizational skills,
procrastination, trouble starting and finishing projects, chronic
lateness, constant losing or misplacing things, underestimating the
time it will take you to complete tasks.
Impulsivity. Frequently interrupt others, have poor self control,
have addictive tendencies, act spontaneously with regard to
consequences.
Emotional difficulties. Difficulty managing anger, frustration and
mood swings.
Hyperactivity or restlessness. Highly energetic, gets bored easily,
trouble sitting still. “Doing a million things at once.”
The effects of ADD/ADHD can affect every area of your life.
Physical, mental, work, finances, relationships. They can lead to
embarrassment, frustration, hopelessness, disappointment and loss
of confidence. The diagnosis can be an enormous source of relief
and hope. Understanding this diagnosis can help you to find
meaningful ways to manage the symptoms, take advantage of your
gifts and lead a productive and satisfying life. Begin by studying
ADD/ADHD. There are many internet sources. An informative
start is http://www.helpguide.org.
P. Fairbanks, R.N.
St. Bernard Catholic Church
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Mission Committee News
Peacemaking Offering – October 6th
Over the last couple of weeks you’ve seen bulletin inserts about the upcoming
Peacemaking Offering. Our denomination’s resources define this offering as “a
concrete way to contribute locally and nationally to the work of peace.” Fifty
percent of this offering funds our denomination’s Peacemaking Program which:
•

brings in International Peacemakers

•

shares conferences

•

advocates for active nonviolent solutions to conflicts, and

•

equips all Presbyterians to bear witness to how we can live out our faith in the midst of challenge and
violence

The other half of the offering is equally split between peacemaking ministries in the Presbytery and Synod
and local peacemaking ministries.
This year Northminster’s share will be given to the ministry of On-the-Rise, which serves at-risk youth in
Clark County struggling with family, social, educational, and behavioral issues. On-the-Rise is set on an
eight-acre farm outside of Springfield (Rt. 41 west to Dialton Rd in North Hampton). The staff offers
activities promoting responsibility, compassion, work ethic and positive self-image. These activities include
cooking, cleaning, caring for animals, sewing and gardening. Tutors provided by the Wittenberg Community
Service Program are available to help with homework. On-the-Rise sells farm fresh brown eggs from
free-range chickens and goat meat. To find out more, call 964-1402 or go online to www.on-the-rise.org.
Breakfast at Clifton Avenue Church of God
Many thanks to our cooking and serving crews for their volunteerism throughout the year! A special thanks
to Emily Spriggs who coordinates the purchase of the food needed for the breakfast each month. October’s
breakfast will be the 19th. If you’re interesting in helping, talk with Susan Dersch (629-0792) or Emily
Spriggs (399-1473)…or come to the Church of God at 8:30 a.m. on the 19th.
Bring in Your Labels for Education and Box Tops for Education
Please see the lists posted on the Narthex bulletin board for products that are part of these programs. You can
also check their websites:
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Products/Participating-Products
The labels and box tops will be given to Oesterlen Services for Youth whose mission is to serve troubled or
potentially troubled children and youth. Oesterlen is a mental health treatment center offering a full range of
services, including residential and outclient community service programs. These labels allow Oesterlen to
obtain needed materials for their programs.
Thank you to all in the congregation who support Northminster’s mission efforts.
Susan Dersch, Chair
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Spreading Christmas Cheer: Will You Help?
We need “buyers” for the Wings of Hope Christmas
“boutique.” I hope you can help! Each Christmas a
“boutique” is set up for the disabled residents to go through
and pick out items to give as Christmas gifts to each other.
The residents are paired up for their “shopping” trip. The
older ones who are a bit more highly functioning really do
put thought into the gifts they choose. Once all the residents
have done their “shopping,” the staff is allowed to come and
choose gifts for their children. It is a time of great fun, and
the directors have seen the thoughtfulness grow over the past
few years of doing this.
We’ve been given a list of items that can be purchased at a
dollar store with a suggested number to be purchased. This
list is what they really do want…and they want the items to
be inexpensive. Many of these children who have multiple
disabilities are going to lose or tear up their toys, so the staff
does not want expensive things sent. We’ve been asked to
please stick to the list and to the dollar store location.
Another church will be providing Wings of Hope with items
selected from the Oriental Trading Company.
On Sunday September 29th and Sunday October 6th, the
Mission Committee will have a table set up in the Family
Room where you can review the list of items and sign up to
make a purchase. All items need to be returned to
Northminster by Sunday October 20th. Starting October 6th
there will be a box where the Christmas boutique items can
be placed.
Wings of Hope is a home in Haiti for adults and children with physical and mental challenges, and it
currently has 34 residents. Their disabilities include autism, cerebral palsy, seizure disorders and
developmental delays. They range from men in their 30s to young children, some of whom are
bed-ridden. It is almost an equal mix of girls and boys. Wings of Hope provides a home and a second
chance to these residents who would otherwise be shunned by Haitian society. Wings of Hope is part of
the St. Joseph Family, an organization that ministers to the most disadvantaged populations in Haiti.
This organization is supported by Hearts with Haiti, a U.S. nonprofit that supports the work of the St.
Joseph Family. Pastor Shelley Wiley of Honey Creek Presbyterian Church in New Carlisle is currently
president of Hearts with Haiti. She will be leading the upcoming trip to Haiti, which leaves October 28th
and returns on November 4th.
Your support of this effort to bring Christmas cheer to others is greatly appreciated!
Susan Dersch
Mission Committee Chair

Northminster Presbyterian Church
400 Villa Road ~ Springfield, OH

Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 2, 2013

9AM to 3PM

Drawing at 2:30
on day of bazaar.

One drawing
for each item.

RAFFLE ITEMS

Wall Hanging

Stained Glass Angel
Raffle tickets
will be available
in October
from circle leaders.

Items will be on display as they are finished.
Handmade by members of the church.

Tree Trims

Pancake Breakfast
7:30 AM to 10:00 AM

Kids’ Corner

Café Noel
Lunch
11:30 AM
to 1:30 PM

Needlework

Thanksgiving Decorations
Second Time Around Shop
Most Needlework and Items Handmade

Ohio
State
~~~

Vintage Table

Items

We invite you, your family, friends, and neighbors to this wonderful all-church event.
Proceeds support mission projects inside and outside of the church.

October 2013

Northminster Presbyterian Church
www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

6
World Communion
Blood Pressure
Screening
Deacons’ Dinner
13

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
6:30 Mission Cmte.
7:00 Play Rehearsal

2
10:00 Women’s Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

3
6:00 Springfield
Dulcimer Club

4

5
8:00 Pancake Breakfast

7
8
9:30 YWM
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
10:00 PW Board Mtg. 7:00 Argonne Lane N.
6:00 Grandview Condo
Condo Meeting
7:00 Women’s Study
@ Julie Griffin’s

9
10:00 Women’s Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

10
11:00 Ruth Circle

11

12

14
6:30 Esther Circle

15
7:00 Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
6:00 Finance

16
10:00 Women’s Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

17

18

19
Clifton Ave. Breakfast

23
10:00 Women’s Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

24

25

26

7:00 Women’s Study
@ Julie Griffin’s

20

21
Newsletter Deadline
6:30 Remembrance
Quilt Guild
7:00 Women’s Study
@ Julie Griffin’s

22
9:00 Bazaar Workshop
7:00 Session
7:00 Green Lawn III
Condo Meeting

27

28
6:00 Set-up for Bazaar

29
30
31
November 1
9:00 Bazaar Workshop 9:30 Mail Newsletter
10:00 Set-up for Bazaar
10:00 Set-up for Bazaar 10:00 Set-up for Bazaar 6:00 Esther Circle
6:00 Bell Choir
Making Buckeyes
7:15 Choir

November 2
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October 5
October 6

October 15
October 19
October 22

Pancake Breakfast
World Communion
Blood Pressure Screening
Deacons’ Dinner
Men’s Breakfast @ Perkins
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Session Meeting

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Peacemaking Offering
Deacons’ Dinner
(deacons providing the meal)
Sunday, October 6th
NORTHMINSTER’S PURPOSE STATEMENT
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples
of Jesus Christ and learn to follow the way of Jesus.

