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A Word from the Pastor . . .
Racism is a sensitive subject. It can be inflammatory to even bring
up the topic. Many of us become uncomfortable if racism is brought
up because we have wrongly assumed there isn’t a problem any
longer in our country. “After all we have a black president. What
more do black folks want and why has it always got to be ‘playing
the race card?’” We may have also found ourselves saying, “I’m not
racist I have black friends.” Or we may have said or heard another
person say, “I’m not racist, but…” then made some horribly racist
comments.
Racism can be defined as both prejudice and discrimination based in
social perceptions of biological differences between peoples. It often
takes the form of social actions, practices or beliefs, or political systems that consider different races to be ranked as inherently superior
or inferior to each other, based on presumed shared inheritable traits,
abilities, or qualities. It may also hold that members of different races
should be treated differently.
I will be addressing racism within this article. Primarily I will address the racism of white folks against black folks. I am aware that
this newsletter reaches primarily our congregation. Our membership
is primarily white. I am writing from a white perspective to a mostly
white leadership so even my thoughts on the matter are really not as
fully informed as if I was writing in cooperation with someone of
another race. It is with the humble knowledge of my limited perspective that I offer the following. As white folks we often fail to see
racism because it doesn’t affect us directly. It does however affect
our culture in ways that have become more visible of late. I further
acknowledge that I am writing primarily to a group of people who
lived through the Civil Rights Movement. I know you have seen dramatic shifts in the way things were to the point they are now. Progress has taken place. We still have a ways to go. How might we
work toward further progress? One step is to look at what racism
still exists in everyday life as well as within us.
I am writing about the topic because of the events in the national
news. Specifically, I mean the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and the killing of John Crawford III at the Fairfield
Walmart. Unfortunately, the coverage of the two shootings, as well
as the resulting protests and police response has highlighted how far
we have to go to heal this deep seeded wound in our culture.
(continued on next page)
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Whatever the facts are in these two cases, there is a racial element to the shootings because the men
killed were black. In part to help prevent further killings and in part to live faithfully in our relationship with God, I want to encourage us not to shy away from the issues surrounding race. You
and I are called by the prophet Micah to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.
If we are to do justice, then we are called to address issues of injustice within our culture. Racism is
an ongoing injustice within our culture and throughout the world. Bringing about healing will not
be easy. It involves being honest and facing parts of us that may be painful. But by looking at the
racism within us and naming the racism we see around us, we are engaging in the work of justice
called for in Scripture.
I don’t mean justice in terms of crime and punishment. I mean Biblical justice. Paul Metzger defines Biblical justice in this way: “Biblical justice involves making individuals, communities, and
the cosmos whole, by upholding both goodness and impartiality…”
Walter Bruggemon states about the Christian community (Covenant community) in relation to Biblical justice the following:
Covenant members who practice justice and righteousness are to be active advocates for the vulnerable and the marginal and the people without resources, and that then becomes the way to act
out and exhibit one’s love of God. So, love of God gets translated into love of vulnerable
neighbor. The doing of justice is the prophetic invitation to do what needs to be done to enable the
poor and the disadvantaged and the neglected to participate in the wealth and resources of the
community. Injustice is the outcome of having skewed neighborly processes so that some are put at
an unbearable disadvantage. And the Gospel invitation is that people intervene in that to correct
those mistaken arrangements.
Our black brothers and sisters have been and continue to be marginalized through racism within us
and within our culture. How can you and I then become white allies with not only black folks, but
with other cultures that find themselves in the place of being marginalized?
What is God leading you and me to consider as we contemplate this touchy subject? I invite us as
part of living in right relationship with God to seek to have discussions about race with one another
yes, but more importantly with people of other races. When was the last time you or I had a conversation with a black person or a person of any race other than white in a social setting? We say we
have black friends. Have we had these friends to our homes? Have we been guests in their homes?
Have we shared meals with people of other cultural backgrounds? To do so helps promote understanding and work against racism. In understanding another person’s race and culture we are able
to draw closer to the ideal of God’s Shalom (complete wholeness in the Kingdom of God). All of
us are made in God’s image and are children of God.
Please be in prayer that God will help us all as a human family work with all races, not just white
and black folks. Pray for the healing of racism and its affect on our entire human family. Please
pray toward the goal of wholeness and healing of individuals and our human community. How may
God be working in you to engage in some meaningful discussions about race? How might these
discussions help usher in the Kingdom of God?

Dwight
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting August 19, 2014. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the
meeting at 7:00 PM, with prayer, and then Elder Carl Ahlm read Matthew 17:19 and gave
a short devotional.
Pastor’s Report: Rev. McCormick reported that he would be out of town November 10
through 17 attending Credo, a continuing education/professional development event sponsored by the Board of Pensions.

CHURCH’S
CORPORATION
President – Kent Sherry
Vice President – Bob Triebelhorn
Clerk of Session – Lois Shroyer
Treasurer – Bill Harrison

The Pastor reported that the Deacons will host a congregational dinner after worship on
October 5, World Communion Sunday.
Property Committee: Elder Robert Triebelhorn distributed a brief written report that new
(or re-keyed) locks have been installed; the parking lot has been repaired; bids are being
sought to seal and stripe the parking lot; the leaking windows and flashing above the sanctuary are to be repaired the week of August 25; and blocked drainage tiles behind the
church have been cleared.
Christian Ed Committee: the committee will meet soon to plan for Adult Forum and children’s Sunday school for the 2014-2015 program year.
Mission Committee: on motion from the committee, Session approved receiving the Peace
and Global Witness Offering on October 5th .
Outreach Committee reported on their plans for an ice cream social on September 6, as an
outreach to the community.
The next stated meeting of Session is September 16, 2014 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we try to serve this congregation and
our Lord Jesus Christ.

From the Session
When we were growing up, we were taught many life lessons by our own families and our
church families as well. We were also fortunate enough to be taught several “magic
words” that we were told would help us throughout our lives; they are “please” and
“thank you.” These magic words have indeed been beneficial to us as we interact with
others daily. However, surprisingly there appears to be a time which the words -“thank
you”- hardly seem to convey one’s feeling of “thanks.” This is one of those times!
The Session of Northminster on behalf of the entire congregation of Northminster wants
to say “thank you” to each and every one of the Presbyterian Women. We feel that at
times “thank you” has perhaps not been said or expressed often enough. Even now, those
words fail to communicate the deep sense of appreciation so many of us in our church feel
toward the Presbyterian Women and your dedicated work. The work and effort in various
fundraising activities from your yard sale to the wonderful annual bazaar has not gone
unnoticed.
So let us use those words one more time as we all deeply appreciate the dedication and
effort you put forth. With all our hearts, we all say, “Thank You!”

ELDERS
Class of 2015
Kevin Creager
Susan Dersch
Diana Schneider
Bob Triebelhorn

Class of 2016
Carl Ahlm
Charles McMahon
Terry Rigio
Charles Vanarsdall

Class of 2017
Judith Heaton
Denise Molnar
Eileen Reeves
Kate Smith

DEACONS
Class of 2015
Sue Creager
Ruth George
June Hughes

Class of 2016
Dee Ahlm
Emily Aldinger
Joe Stalder

Class of 2017
Rob Adams
Lindy McMahon
Nate Smith
Moderator—Nate Smith
Co-Moderator—Ruth George
Treasurer—Dee Ahlm
Secretary—Emily Aldinger
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Got water?
Pure, clean water?
Would you like to help others who don’t?
Did you know that your unwanted shoes can help save lives? By donating your shoes to
WaterStep, a non-profit organization dedicated to bringing safe drinking water to children
and families in need all over the world you can help. WaterStep collects shoes, sells them
to an exporter, and the revenue generated supports their life saving water projects. Shoes
of any type, size, or condition will be accepted from high heels to high tops so clean out
your closets! In addition to funding water projects, donated shoes keep hundreds of tons
of waste out of our landfills.
Our church will be hosting a shoe drive on September 6th and 13th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the
church parking lot. Flyers will be posted around the church and postcards will be available for you to give to
family and friends so they too can be a part of this worthy project. Volunteers will be asked to help on the
two days of collection. Sign-up sheets will be available at the display in the Family Room.
Sara Arnott, Mission Committee

Come One, Come All
to Northminster’s first of many Annual Ice Cream Socials.
Help make this event successful. Bring family, friends, co-workers . . .
Anyone who likes ice cream! It is for the entire community.

You’re invited to join us

Saturday, September 6, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

for an

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Northminster Presbyterian Church
400 Villa Road ~ Springfield, OH
www.northminsterspringfield.org
(937) 399-0838

If you are able to help with cookies, set-up or clean-up, please sign-up on the
sheet outside the sanctuary doors. You may also contact Judy Heaton.
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE NEWS
The Personnel Committee has two
announcements to share with you.
It is with regret that we announce that
Gay Steiner will no longer be serving
as our bookkeeper. Gay has been a
faithful and reliable employee for several years and a friend of the
congregation for even longer. We have appreciated her ready smile
and friendly, helpful manner and we will miss her. Our best wishes
for continued improvements to her health, and hope that she will
remain part of the Northminster family.
In addition we have good news to share with you. The Personnel
Committee is happy to report we have hired a replacement bookkeeper for Northminster Presbyterian Church. Julie Griffin, CPA
will now be serving the church in this role. She recently resigned
from her term as a ruling elder on Session in order to assume the
responsibilities of the church bookkeeper. Julie had already reduced
her workload in her own business as a CPA prior to seeking employment in this position. She now has time enough to work on the staff
of Northminster Presbyterian. We are thankful for her skills being
put to use for the Body of Christ.
CHURCH PLANNING CALENDAR
When planning an event at the church, please be
sure to check the church planning calendar
(located just outside the church office) to verify
that another event is not scheduled on that same
day that could cause a conflict with the use of
the church facility. If there is a question about a specific date and its
availability, please check with the office manager. We appreciate
your help to assure that things run smoothly!

CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS
Regular choir rehearsals and bell choir rehearsals will begin on
Wednesday, September 3rd. The bell choir meets at 6:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary and the chancel choir rehearses at 7:15 p.m. in the
choir room.
~ ~ ~
Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,
so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:2
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September
Birthdays
Dylan Hooper

September 6

Joyce Bruce

September 7

Nate Smith

September 10

Gay Steiner

September 14

Howard Garrett

September 18

Laura Brush

September 19

Adam Stout

September 23

Diana Schneider

September 24

Chris Molnar

September 27

New Address for
Gay Steiner
2133 Montego Drive
Springfield, OH 45503
(937) 717-4582

A Prayer for Joy
Grant to us, O Lord,
the royalty of inward happiness,
and the serenity which comes
from living close to Thee.
Daily renew in us the sense of joy,
and let the eternal spirit of the Father
dwell in our souls and bodies,
filling every corner of our hearts
with light and grace; so that,
bearing about
with us the infection of good
courage,
we may be diffusers of life,
and may meet all ills and cross
accidents
with gallant and high-hearted
happiness,
giving Thee thanks always for all
things.
-Robert Lewis Stevenson
The Joyful Noiseletter
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Presbyterian
Women
Presbyterian Women’s Organization activities
are open to every woman in the church.
Northminster’s Women’s Circles

Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to:
•

nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible study,

•

support the mission of the
church worldwide,

•

work for justice and
peace, and

•

build an inclusive, caring
community of women that
strengthens the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) and
witnesses to the promise
of God’s kingdom.
PW of NORTHMINSTER
Co-Moderators
Joan Generous
June Hughes
Secretary
Anne Hines
Treasurer
Ruth Martin
Hospitality Representative
Gail Davis
Session Representative
Diana Schneider

The heart of P.W. are the women’s circles—groups which offer
opportunities for faith, fellowship and fun. Presbyterian
Women’s Circles provide a variety of opportunities to grow
and share through Bible study and other interesting programs.
Ask anyone who attends circle meetings and she will tell you
how much more involved you become and what great and
lasting friendships you make. Information on each circle is
listed below.

Esther Circle
meets on the second Monday of the month from September
to December, and February to May. This circle is designed
for women who cannot attend daytime meetings. Esther
Circle will meet Monday, September 8, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. for
a salad supper in the church Family Room. Hostesses are
Anne Hines and Emily Spriggs. The circle leader is Cindy
Chesnut.

Ruth Circle

meets the second Thursday of the month and circle members
usually bring a sack lunch to enjoy after the regular business
meeting. This circle is busy with service projects and other
useful activities, and enjoys an interesting program each
month. Ruth Circle will meet Thursday, September 11, 2014
at 11:00 a.m. in the church Family Room. The circle leader
is Joyce Carpenter.

Christmas Bazaar and Workshop
The Christmas Bazaar is an all-church event sponsored by the
Presbyterian Women. The bazaar workshop volunteers meet
on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon from
March until June and September until the bazaar. They will begin meeting on Tuesday, September 9, 2014. Work involves a
variety of craft projects which are sold at the bazaar. The workshop leader is Joan Generous.
Next P.W. Board Meeting
Monday, September 8, 2014
10:00 a.m. in the Church Library

September 2014
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Springfield, Ohio

Sun

Mon
1

Tue

8
10:00 PW Board

6:30 Yoga Class
14

15

Fri

Sat

3
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

4
6:00 Dulcimer Club

5

6
8:00 Pancake
Breakfast
10-5 Shoe Drive
1-3 Ice Cream Social

9
9:30 Bazaar Workshop

10
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

11
11:00 Ruth Circle

12

13
10-5 Shoe Drive

Rally Sunday
Worship in Tent 6:00 Esther Circle
Salad Supper

Thu

2
6:30 Mission Committee
Labor Day
Office Closed

7

Wed

4:30 Presbytery Meeting @
Clifton

2-5 Bridal Shower
Family Room

6:30 Deacons’ Meeting
16
9:30 Bazaar Workshop
6:00 Finance

17
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

18
19
7:00 Music & Worship
Committee

20
Clifton Ave.
Breakfast

25

27

7:00 Session
21

22

23

24

6:30 Quilt Guild

9:30 Bazaar Workshop

6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

Newsletter Deadline
Autumn begins
28

29

30

1 October

9:30 Bazaar
Workshop

9:30 Mail Newsletter

26
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September 2014
September 1
September 6

September 7
September 13
September 16
September 20

Labor Day—Office Closed
Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m.
Shoe Drive 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Ice Cream Social 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Rally Sunday/Worship in Tent
Shoe Drive 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
Clifton Avenue Breakfast

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
Isaiah 43:1
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

