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In 1998, following seminary and
prior to my first call to a church in
Kenova West Virginia, I worked a
part-time job in the Lazarus
department store. I worked in their
gift-wrap department at the
Huntington Mall. Nothing says
Masters degree like part-time retail. I worked at Lazarus during the week and
did supply preaching on Sundays for a small church in Hurricane, West
Virginia. In WV that word, Hurricane, is pronounced with a short “a” sound.
The “e” is not only silent it is ignored altogether.
This employment was excellent training in patience. Waiting to find a good
match for a call took time and the work with people between Thanksgiving and
Christmas in a department store was a good model for our own desire to rush
through Advent to get to Christmas in our Church life. Gift-wrapping, and the
fulfillment of the promise of a messiah do not happen quickly. The waiting at
times seems unbearable.
The department store job taught a different kind of patience. There was a
constant flow of people who were disappointed that the most expensive paper
wasn’t part of the complimentary wrapping, and people who were annoyed
that they had to wait behind ten people to reach the counter. They were then
surprised that there would likely be a wait longer than 10 minutes for us to
wrap 37 packages.
It was a small work-space where trying not to run into your four co-workers
was as much of a challenge as making precision creases, cutting straight lines,
and hiding the tape in such a way that the present looked worthy of a Hallmark
commercial.
Between customers’ dispositions, the frenetic pace of wrapping under time
constraints, and that department store bell that rang every six seconds with an
announcement, taking breaks outside of the store was a necessary survival skill.
While the bell was soft, it was incessant. Bing…bing bing bing…bing…bing
bing bing.. “There’s a call waiting for housewares…housewares department
please pick up a call waiting for you on line 2”…bing…bing bing bing.
During my breaks I would retreat to the benches that sat between Lazarus’
inside entrance and a restaurant called The Big Loafer. They did not sell Filet
of Sole, though I amused myself that they had missed out on this ingenious
marketing ploy. The “Loafer” instead referred to their specialty meatloaf.
Continued on following page
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Pastor’s Message continued...

Once as I sat between Lazarus and the Loafer amusing myself with bad puns, I saw my manager emerge from the entrance of the store
with a little girl who was two or three years old. The child was crying. The little girl had obviously been separated from her parents,
was lost, and distraught. My manager was consoling her and holding her hand. She sat down with her on one of the benches
reassuring her that they were making an announcement for her mommy to come and meet them where they were sitting.
No more than four minutes passed while the little girl remained agitated and sniffling. Her face was red from crying, her nose
beginning to look like Rudolph from wiping away that which accompanies excessive tears.
Finally the mother of the child emerged from the store with extraordinary relief on her face and she rushed over to scoop up the child
in her arms. Both were now crying. I watched as the mother gently soothed the little girl, patting her back. She turned at the waist
back and forth saying “Shhhhh…it’s OK…shhhhhh….mommy has got you…it’s OK…I have you now…you don’t have to be afraid.”
The mother’s words calmed the child and reminded me of how our compassionate and loving God embraces us in times of stress and
fear when we feel a bit lost. Those times have become pronounced yet again in recent weeks.
As world events continue to portray escalating violence, fear, and terrorism we need to know that the God of Peace, Jesus Christ still
embraces humanity, even in the midst of chaos, and comforts us. Fear and anxiety seem to prevail as we await the 2016 election of a
new leader for our country, we hear about racially charged violence within our own borders, and learn of attacks throughout the
world-in Syria, Iraq, and Africa and not only in Paris. Especially during such times it is important for us to remember that the God of
grace embraces us. It is important to remember that the Christ child whose birth we await during Advent and whose birth we celebrate on Christmas Day was born during such tumultuous times and brought salvation to the world and peace on earth among people
of good will.
I encourage us to imagine the comforting arms of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ holding all of humanity in an embrace of relief and
shared weeping. I encourage us to listen for the Holy Spirit whispering into our ears and our hearts “Shhhhh…it’s OK…
shhhhhh….I’ve got you…it’s OK…I have you now…you don’t have to be afraid.”
My prayer is that we experience the loving grasp of God through Jesus Christ. I pray we find comfort in knowing we are still loved,
and we are never alone. We could be given no better gift than this Divine and limitless love wrapped in the flesh of humanity lying in
a manger. I pray that we find ways of loving one another with this same comforting grace. I pray we seek to embody the peace given
to us through Jesus Christ. I pray that even as you and I strive for a world where we begin to beat our swords into plowshares and
learn war no more that God empowers us to have a blessed Advent season, and a Merry Christmas.

Dwight
ADDRESS CHANGE
Richard White
Forest Glen Health Center
4100 Middle Urbana Road Rm. 203
Springfield, OH 45503
Phone number: 937-346-0389

Congratulations to John and Maggie
Roberts, and their daughter and son-in-law
Nicole and Todd Benzinger, on the birth of
their son/grandson, Braxton. He was born Thursday, November 12th at
5:26 p.m. and he weighed
9 lbs. and 1 oz.

ADVENT PARTY POTLUCK!
To kick off the Advent season, Northminster will be
having a Advent Party! There will be a potluck to
start the night, so bring your favorite casserole,
veggie dish, salad, or dessert to share. After supper,
there will be plenty of fun activities and crafts to
participate in for all ages. Please sign your name on
the sign up sheet in the Family Room if you’re
planning to attend. Hope to
see you there!
Date/Time: December
5th at 5:00 p.m.
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting November 17, 2015.
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Pastor’s Report: Rev. McCormick reported that he will
be on call for jury duty December 7th - 21st.
Finance Committee distributed the financial report
through October 31st which showed a deficit of $28,702
year-to-date. The chair reported that only 75% of pledge
cards for 2016 have been turned in.
Worship and Music Committee reported that music
has been provided for through the end of the year.
Session also approved the committee’s request to shorten
the Christmas Eve pre-service music due to a lack of
available musicians.
Mission Committee received session approval to collect
the four denomination-wide offerings: Christmas Joy on
December 20, 2015; One Great Hour of Sharing on
March 27, 2016; Pentecost on May 15, 2016; and Peace
and Global Witness, October 2, 2016. Session also
approved the committee’s request to collect cans of soup
on “Souper” Bowl Sunday, February 7, 2016.
Outreach Committee received session approval to use
committee budgeted funds to buy hats and gloves to give
to Oesterlen children/youth at their Christmas party in
December.
Nominating Committee presented, and session
approved the following slate of candidates to be presented to the congregational meeting:
For the one-year unexpired term in the Session Class
of 2016: Susan Dersch
For Session Class of 2018: Carl Ahlm, Chuck
McMahon, Lois Shroyer, and Kristen Wheeler
For Deacons’ Class of 2018: Emily Aldinger, Cindy
Arnold, Joe Stalder
For Congregation-at-Large members of the
Nominating Committee for 2016 (one-year
terms): Ruth Martin, Emily Spriggs, Adam Stout
Session set January 10, 2016, for the ordination/
installation of the new officers elected at the
congregational meeting on November 22, 2015.
The next stated meeting of Session is December 15,
2015 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we
serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

DECEMBER LECTIONARY SCHEDULE
December 6th
2nd Sunday of Advent—Peace
Blood Pressure Screening
Malakhi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79;
Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
December 13th
3rd Sunday of Advent—Joy
Communion
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:-7; Luke 3:7-18
December 20th
4th Sunday of Advent—Love
Christmas Joy Offering Collection
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)
December 24th
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
December 27th
1st Sunday after Christmas Day
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Happy Birthday to:
Terry Dersch
Joshilyn Hoefer
Janet Hooper
Nancy Baker
14
Elisia Taylor
Stella Spriggs
Terry Rigio
Betty Rower
Larry Hines

December 1
December 2
December 2
December
December 17
December 18
December 27
December 27
December 31
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...………………………………………………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Ruth Martin

PW Annual Christmas Dinner
Date: Friday, December 4th
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Cost: $5.00/person; 12 and under: Free
MENU:
Chicken and Rice
Green Beans
Salad
Roll
Dessert

Catered by: Rob Adams
Entertainment provided by:
David Hapner

If you wish to attend, please write your
name on the sign up sheet in the Family
Room.

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Treasurer: Anne Hines
Hostesses: Lee Jordan and
Nancy Baker
Esther Circle will meet at Lee
Jordan’s house (731 Torrence)
for a Christmas Party and $15
gift exchange.
Day: Monday, December 14th
Time: 6:30 p.m.

Bazaar Items will be FOR SALE at the P.W.
Christmas Dinner! If you missed it on the 7th,
you have another opportunity to support our
Presbyterian Women!!

RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Secretary: Helen Parker
Treasurer: Joan Garrett
Ruth Circle will not meet in
December or January. The
next meeting will take place
in February.

Next P.W. Board Meeting
Monday, December 7th
10 AM
in the Library
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Mission Committee News
The Christmas Joy Offering
This offering provides assistance for those who have dedicated their lives to the service of
the church and also supports leadership development and education at Presbyterianrelated racial ethnic schools and colleges. You will be learning more about this offering in
the coming weeks. The Christmas Joy offering will be collected on Sunday, December 20th.
Springfield Promise Neighborhood
The Promise
Children lie at the center of all that we do. Our truest vocation as parents and caretakers is to nurture the growth
and development of our children—to help them discover and share their greatness with the world. And so we make
this promise: We will work together to ensure that ALL OUR children succeed — that they will graduate from high
school with the skills for employments to pursue higher education.
Ways you can help Promise Neighborhood:
Assist with preparation and serving a weekly family meal in the after-school Learning Center at Lincoln
Elementary School
Safety Patrol—a 45 minute commitment before school (7:30-8:15) or after (2:45-3:30) to help kids cross
Tibbets Avenue safely
Tutoring and mentoring—meet with a child once or twice a week during lunchtime.
Community Gardens—help in one of 8 neighborhood gardens
Sponsor a child for $30 to participate in a program called Girls on the Run (healthy activity and leadership)
If you are interested in volunteering in any of these capacities, please contact Springfield Promise Neighborhood at
937-926-3444 or email promise.springfield@gmail.com.

Secret Santa for Forest Glen Assisted Living Residents
December 9th ~ 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Do you have items around the house with the tags still on that you are not planning to use? Or do you have “like
new” items that you are willing to part with? Would you like to help some senior citizens who cannot get out and
about?
We are holding a Secret Santa shop for the residents at Forest Glen who are unable to get out to do any Christmas
shopping but would like to give a gift to a friend or family member. For ideas for items you might like to donate,
please see the list below. If you don’t have items to donate but would like to make a financial donation, that would
also be appreciated. It would be used to purchase Christmas wrappings and tags for the shop. This is such a simple
mission but easy to complete. Serving this generation is very rewarding.
It you would like to help at the Christmas Shop on December 9, please call Sara Arnott at 629-0208. There will be a
box in the Narthex the next 3 Sundays to collect your items. Thank you.

Ideas for items you might have on hand or could purchase at the Dollar Tree:
Women’s scarves, gloves, jewelry
Jigsaw Puzzles
Sudoku, crossword, and puzzle books
Lotions, creams
Men’s socks, ties, gloves
Children’s books and DVD’s
Boxed candies such as Thin Mints and Cherry Cordials (Dollar Tree)
Small guest towels or kitchen towels
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MUSIC and WORSHIP SCHEDULE for DECEMBER
HANGING of the GREENS ~ Sunday, November 29th
Hanging of the Greens will be Sunday, November 29th! We hope you will plan to
stay after church to help decorate the church for the Advent and Christmas season.
There is a sign up sheet in the Family Room for those willing to stay. Thank you in
advance for your help!
Please plan to help decorate Northminster for the season and enjoy some holiday
fellowship.

Deacons’ Brunch
December 20th
The Northminster Deacons will be hosting a brunch on
December 20th following worship. The brunch will include
breakfast casseroles and pastries. All food will be provided
by the Deacons. Please plan to stay to enjoy a delicious meal
and good fellowship!

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Wednesday, December 24th ~ 6PM

Come worship with us on Christmas Eve at 6PM to celebrate
the birth of our Savior with a Service of Lessons and Carols.
Join you voice with ours as we sing Christmas Carols and tell
the story of Jesus’ birth through the reading of Scripture.
Please keep an eye out in the announcements, as more information will be
forthcoming.

DECEMBER USHER SCHEDULE

DECEMBER GREETER SCHEDULE

6th

Bill Harrison and Judy Heaton

6th

Ed and Joan Generous

13th

Chuck and Lindy McMahon

13th

Lee Jordan and Joan Garrett

20th

Richard Bierley and Shirley Sebright

20th

Jim and Sara Arnott

27th

(empty)

27th

Jim and Julie Griffin

Ushers and Greeters are also needed for December

24th. If you are able, please sign up. Thank you.

December Liturgists:
Weeks 1 & 2: Bob Triebelhorn
Weeks 3 & 4: Carl Ahlm

December 2015
Northminster Presbyterian Church ~ Springfield Ohio
www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Mission
Committee Meeting

2
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

3
6 p.m. Dulcimer
Club

4
6 p.m. P.W.
Christmas Dinner

5
5 p.m. Advent Party
Potluck

6
Blood Pressure Screening

7
9:30 Young Women’s
Mission
10:00 PW Board
Meeting
6:30 p.m. Yoga

8
10:30 a.m. Bible Study

9
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

10

11

12
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

13
Communion

14
6:30 p.m. Esther
Circle @ Lee Jordan’s
House
6:30 p.m. Yoga

15
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
7 p.m. Session Meeting

16
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

17

18

19

20
Deacons’ Brunch after
worship

21

22
10:30 a.m. Bible Study

23
6 p.m. Girl Scouts

24
6 p.m. Christmas
Eve Service
Office Closed

25

26

27

28

29

30
Mail Newsletter

31
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December 2015
December 4
December 5
December 7
December 9
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 20
December 24
December 25

PW Christmas Dinner 6PM
Advent Party Potluck 5PM
2nd Sunday of Advent
Blood Pressure Screening
Christmas Shop @ Forest Glen
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
3rd Sunday of Advent
Communion
Esther Circle
4th Sunday of Advent
Deacons’ Brunch
Christmas Eve Worship 6 PM
Christmas Day—Office Closed

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11
.

