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How much money do you make? How much do
you have saved? How much debt do you have?
How much retirement income do you have? How
much do you give to charity? How much do you
give to your children? How much do you spend
on entertainment? How much do you spend on
your car(s)? How much income tax do you pay?
How often do you spend money you don’t have buying things you don’t need
to impress people you don’t know?
Have I made you uncomfortable yet? I made myself uncomfortable typing
the questions. I imagine reading them was not a joy either. Stay with me.
This article may offend you. It offends me. I ask that you and I read over it
with the mercy of Jesus Christ as our guide in order to ponder important
financial considerations. I am writing from a place of honesty and challenge.
It is a challenge to my family and me as well.
Few of us like to talk about money. We learned how to talk about money
from our family of origin. So however the family in which we grew up
talked about (or didn’t talk about) money has influenced the way we discuss
it and spend it. It is a touchy subject. Touchy because we often feel as
though we don’t have enough of it. It is also touchy because others have
more than we do. It is also touchy because the government or somebody else
(like a church or preacher) wants to get their hands on too much of ours.
Whether it is learned from our family, our own relationship with our money
after we have begun to earn a living, or out of annoyance from people trying
to get money out of us, we just would rather not talk about it.
I confess that during fund drives on National Public Radio I sometimes stop
listening to the station for a week. Then after the drive is over I tune in again,
even if I pledged. I dislike hearing the pleas for funds. Are you that way
during October and November of the church year? That’s understandable. It
is not fun to experience a pitch for our money.
Parish pastors generally talk more about money and stewardship (care of the
resources entrusted to us) in November because that is the time we complete
the church budget for the coming year. The finance committee is considering
the budget requests from the committees at this time. The session will vote
on the third Tuesday of November whether to approve the budget presented.
Once approved by session the 2016 budget will be presented on November
22nd at the congregational meeting after worship. Folks serving on
committees, the ruling elders, deacons, and I need your prayers at this time
for wisdom and guidance in preparing the budget. In addition to your prayers,
we need to have you commit to spending more of your money on the
ministry at Northminster Presbyterian Church. We too are all weighing what
more we can give.
Continued on following page...
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For the last eight years (during my pastorate), perhaps even last 15 years, we’ve voted to pass deficit budgets. This is not good
stewardship. For folks with an economic background it is outrageous. For those of us who focus more on the human side of
things than the balance sheet, it is part of the way ministry is done. The thought is that if the ministry is valued, the money will
be provided to pay for it. After all the church is not here to build personal wealth, it is here to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, and visit the sick. The church is here to equip you and me to serve Jesus faithfully as disciples in the Kingdom of God.
That costs money. The ministry at Northminster costs more money than you and I are currently giving.
As a congregation we annually fall between $10,000-$18,000 short of our operating expenses. Our practice has been to make
up the difference by drawing money from the interest earned by our $200,000 endowment fund. Speaking about that fund
causes anxiety among the more budget minded folks within our leadership. The thought is that if the congregation knows or
remembers we have a $200,000 endowment, then we will feel less generous when we plan how much of our income we are
going to pledge for the coming year. That may be true. I want to ask us to set aside that thought for a moment and not base our
financial gift on the amount of the church endowment. We are called to base our financial commitment on how much we value the ministry at Northminster Presbyterian. We are called to base our giving on what we may need to sacrifice personally in
order to give more money than we are currently giving.
During this past calendar year we have made repairs to the facilities and grounds at Northminster. These repairs had been
postponed in some cases since 1997. Praise God for Bob Triebelhorn, Richard Bierley, and the Property Committee for
leading us into doing these repairs. Praise God for you giving the money to pay for the projects! Thank you!
Perhaps it was out of this long history of neglect and people becoming sick of seeing things deteriorate that you responded
with such generosity. Something in the neighborhood of pledges and gifts totaling around $100,000 were given over and above
our annual budget. Amazing! Great work! Thank you! While I am thankful and humbled by each of you who gave and are
giving for the repairs, I am perplexed as to why then we have a budget deficit annually.
In part we know that giving money toward something that is tangible is more desirable than giving to pay utility bills or pay
staff people. While we may value the work of the staff or appreciate that flipping on the lights results in being able to see what
we’re doing, it is not perhaps as satisfying as looking up at the pretty windows and beam in the sanctuary and knowing we
gave a nice gift to pay for that. That is understandable.
Well I want to invite you and me to imagine the deficit in our budget as a hole in our part of the Body of Christ that is leaking.
It is a needed repair. It has been neglected for years. We won’t get wet from rain coming onto our heads during worship
because of this hole, but there is a repair in our giving that needs to be addressed. The practice of “tightening our belts” in
terms of less expenses is ongoing. However one person from finance committee recently said something to the effect of “The
ministry spending in this church is not out of control. Nothing in the records would indicate that.” I agree with that assessment.
More importantly, living as though we are poor financially and with constant watching of every penny in every moment of
every day denies the lavishness of God’s grace, and perpetuates the idea that everyone who attends Northminster is giving as
much as we possibly can. Not to mention it also robs the joy of serving when every expense is questioned. Certainly
responsible spending needs to happen. Certainly spending mindfully and responsibly is necessary. However a balance must be
found.
Maybe we really can’t afford to give any more than we are. If that is true of you, praise God and thank you. For Sarah and me
we are not pledging enough. We are asking how much we value the ministry alongside the folks here at Northminster. Do we
value it enough to not eat dinner out much in order to give more money? Yes. That was how the entire congregation looked at
it a few years ago when we were asked to consider giving up eating out one meal a week and instead pledge that much money
more on top of our regular pledge to make up our budget deficit.
That made the hole in the budget smaller, but didn’t repair it. I’d encourage us to do that again this year because it helped put
into perspective how much we valued the ministry and work on behalf of the Kingdom of God that Northminster is doing. It
gave us a relatively painless sacrifice that resulted in a solid increase in pledges.
I regret that Sarah and I only give $2,500-$2,600 a year. That is about 4.5% of my cash income. We need to give more based
on Sarah’s at home earnings through her practice and because we are not even giving HALF of the ten percent expected from
Scripture. That saddens us because we value the ministry of Northminster highly or we would not invest financially in it. I
don’t share that amount with you as a means of bragging, but as a means of being transparent about how far short we are
falling and committing to do more. We value our relationship with God and view giving 10% as a faithful way of
demonstrating our commitment. We have work to do.
Continued on following page...
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We are having the discussion about what we might sacrifice in
order to be able to step up our giving to help close the hole in the
church budget. We also personally want to close the hole in our
pledge to make it closer to 10% (tithing). Are you giving 10% of
your income? Can you begin to do so? If not how much more
could you give?
God has given many of us more than enough for our needs. I want
all of us to consider increasing our annual pledge and then present
our estimate of giving cards as part of worship on November 8 th.
We will receive the cards in the mail and they will be available at
church too. I am confident in the generosity of this congregation.
I am confident that God will provide what is needed in order to
balance our proposed budget for 2016. It requires our
participation and our faith to give more than we are giving now.
Please prayerfully consider what has been said here and see how
God may be challenging you and me to increase our generosity.
Thank you for all that you do and all that you give to God through
the ministry at Northminster.
Dwight

Why and How We Support Northminster
I am quoting, “Science, technology, the free market and the liberal
democratic state have enabled us to reach unprecedented achievements in knowledge, freedom, life expectancy and affluence. They
are among the greatest achievements of human civilization and are
to be defended and cherished.”
Still quoting, “But they do not answer the three questions that every reflective individual will ask at some time in his or her life: Who
am I? Why am I here? How then shall I live?” End of quote.
We now have a maximum of choice and a minimum of meaning.
This is why we need religion and “church.”
I once personally signed for a video camera system for a not for
profit organization that went broke. We donated the system to
Northminster and continued paying it off. We later realized we
had donated enough to be a 10% “tither.” It felt pretty good so the
next year we decided to do it again on purpose. That was in 2008
and we have been doing it ever since. It hasn’t always been easy,
but it has helped us answer who we are, and how we shall live.
We challenge each of you to consider tithing or at least working
towards that goal. With more tithers Northminster wouldn’t have
a financial problem.
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting October 20, 2015.
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with
prayer, and Elder Eileen Reeves offered a devotional
reading.
Session approved receiving Mr. Norm DesCombes into
membership. Norm has been attending Northminster
for many months; he is the brother of Russ DesCombes
and the uncle of Diana Harrison. He will be joining by
reaffirmation of faith, since Oakland Presbyterian
Church (where he was a long-time and active member)
has been closed for several years, making it difficult to
obtain a letter of transfer.
The Moderator and session members revisited ways to
celebrate the 125th anniversary of Northminster’s
founding (this occurs in 2016). Session members will
be contacting members of the congregation, seeking
their input, especially memories and/or photos from
earlier years at Northminster and/or Valley View.
These items will be incorporated into a timeline of the
church’s history. The culmination of the celebration
will occur during September 2016, with the
“homecoming Sunday” and dinner happening on September 25th.
Pastor’s Report:
Rev. McCormick reported that he will take vacation days October 26 & 27 and November 2330. Rev. Judith Barr will be the guest preacher on November 29th.
The Pastor asked session members to check
whether their 2015 pledges were up to date
and to prayerfully consider their pledges for
2016.
The Personnel committee reported that Greg Veith will
be retiring from the custodian position after November
14, 2015, so they will be searching for someone to fill
that part-time (15 to 20 hours weekly) position.
Mission Committee reported that the spaghetti dinner
on October 15th raised over $500 for the Church of God
food pantry breakfasts. They also will be supporting
the “Christmas shop” ministry at Forest Glen again this
year.
Session set November 22, 2015, immediately following
worship, as the date for the Congregational meeting for
the election of officers and other business.

Bill and Diana Harrison

The next stated meeting of Session is November 17,
2015 at 7:00 PM.

Quote from…Jonathan Sacks, former chief rabbi of the United
Hebrew Congregations of the British Commonwealth in a Wall
Street Journal review of his recent book, “Not in God’s Name.”

Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we
serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
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November Worship
Schedule
November Liturgists:
Nate & Kate Smith

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!
Thank you to those who filled some of
the empty ushering spaces!! It is much
appreciated!
We still need help to fill ushering spots
for the following dates:
November 22 (One spot)
December 27

Sunday, November 1
All Saint’s Day; Communion; Blood Pressure Screening
Isaiah 25:6-9; Ps. 24; Rev. 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44
11:15 a.m.—Adult Forum
Daylight Savings Time Ends (Fall Back!)
Ushers: Richard Bierley and Shirley Sebright
Greeters: Pete and Liz Torok

Ushering is a vital part of our Sunday worship
services. Ushers are in charge of handing out
the bulletins, greeting congregants as they
enter the sanctuary, taking the attendance
count, and collecting the offering each
Sunday.

Sunday, November 8
24th Sunday after Pentecost
Ruth 3:1-5; 4: 13-17; Ps. 127; Heb. 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44
11:15 a.m.—Adult Forum
Ushers: Bob Triebelhorn and Ruth George
Greeters: Susan and Terry Dersch

Please consider signing up for one of these
spots. The church appreciates your
willingness to volunteer. Thank you!

Sunday, November 15
25th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Sam. 1:4-20; 1 Sam. 2:1-10; Heb. 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25;
Mark 13:1-8
11:15 a.m.—Adult Forum
Ushers: Bill and Barbara Benston
Greeters: Chuck and Linda Vanarsdall

Happy Birthday!
Kris Spriggs
Liz Adams
Dwight McCormick
Tim Spoon
Bill Harrison
Dick Johnson
Chris Reid
Pete Torok
Chloe McCormick
Harold Locher
Donna Sherry
Joan Garrett
Terry Hooper

November 3
November 6
November 8
November 9
November 11
November 16
November 20
November 20
November 22
November 25
November 26
November 28
November 29

Sunday, November 22
Christ the King Sunday/ Reign of Christ
Communion
2 Sam. 23:1-7; Ps. 132: 1-12 (13-18); Rev. 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37
Ushers: Judy Heaton; one space needs filled
Greeters: Bob Triebelhorn and Ruth George
Sunday, November 29
1st Sunday of Advent
Jer. 33:14-16; Ps. 25:1-10; 1 Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Ushers: Jim and Julie Griffin
Greeters: Chuck and Lindy McMahon
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...………………………………………………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Esther Circle will meet on Thursday,
November 5th at 6:00 p.m. at the church to
make “Buckeyes” for the Holiday Bazaar on
November 7th. This meeting will serve as our
regular November meeting.
RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Secretary: June Hughes
Treasurer: Joan Garrett
Ruth Circle will meet at the church at 11:00 on
Thursday, November 12th. Hostess will be
June Hughes and Program will be led by Joyce
Carpenter.

PW Christmas Dinner
Friday, December 4th ~ 6:00 PM

Catered Dinner
by Rob Adams

Menu:
Chicken and Rice
Green Beans
Salad
Roll
Dessert

After dinner, please enjoy music selections
presented by David Hapner.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday
November 7
9AM to 3PM

Cost: $5.00/person
Children 12 & under free
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GAME NIGHT!
There was a wonderful turn out for the October game
night, and we’re hoping for an even better one in
November!
Game Night will take
place on:

Advent Party/Potluck
What a way to start off the Christmas
season! Mark your calendars for a
party and potluck celebrating the
beginning of the Advent season! There
will be plenty to do for kids and
adults, including learning about what
Advent is, making your own Advent
wreaths, and of course there will be
food to eat! Just bring a dish to share
and come ready to celebrate Advent
with the Northminster church family.
Date: Saturday, December 5th
Time: 5:00 p.m.

November 14th from 6:30
-8:30 p.m.
Bring your favorite game, a beverage for yourself, and a
snack to share.
Don’t miss this opportunity for fellowship. See you
there!

Annual Children’s Pageant and Deacons’
Dinner
The Children’s Pageant will take place on
December 20th.

Save the Date:
Hanging of the
Greens will be
NOVEMBER 29TH,
directly after
worship. More details
will be forthcoming!

The Deacons’ will be hosting a
dinner directly after worship,
as in years past. Details about
the Deacons’ dinner will be
forthcoming. Please keep a look
out in the Sunday
announcements for more
information.

A huge congratulations to Frank & Maryellen Purkey
who will be celebrating their 70th Wedding
Anniversary on November 30. They were married in
1945. If anyone would like to send a card, here is their
address:
1137 Derby Road, Springfield, OH 45503
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Property Committee Recap
It has been a busy few months since we started construction on the two furnaces in the lower family room,
the Sanctuary windows, the slanted roof and the two flat roofs. Due to the weather and the many days of
rain, it was difficult to find a 5 day window, twice, without rain to tear off and fix the roof without being
threatened with rain that would most surely end up in the Sanctuary or the Family Room. It is with great
pleasure that I can tell you both of the jobs have been completed, and they look very nice and professionally
done. Praise the Lord for hearing our prayers.
The next step is to proceed with the sealing and striping of the parking lot. This process with start on
Monday, 10/19/2015, with the filling of cracks all over the lot, then we will seal the lot on the 29, 30, and
31st of October. We will be doing it then due to sealing the lot twice and striping
which requires the lot to be closed for 3 days. At this time there is nothing
scheduled and we hope it will not be too cold.
We of the Property Committee would like to express our THANKS to all of you for
the prayers, patience and understanding through this process. As we proceed into
the future, there will always be projects that need attention, and we hope at that
time you will also be understanding and patient.
Robert Triebelhorn

Mission Committee News
Mission Spaghetti Dinner A big thank you to those that donated baked goods,
worked at the dinner, and those that came to eat. The net proceeds were $504 with an
additional $50 raised by selling the remaining spaghetti sauce. Funds raised will be
used for our monthly breakfasts served at the Clifton Avenue Church of God Food
Pantry. Without the generous help of our congregation, this would not have been
possible.
Thank you to all those who knit the hats given out at the Food Pantry. Emily
Spriggs and her granddaughter, Claire, gave out hats at the last breakfast. Extra thanks
to Joan Netts, who has been knitting an exceptional number of hats for us!
Peace and Global Witness Offering Another thank you for your contributions to the Peace and Global
Witness Offering (formerly known as the Peacemaking Offering). The amount collected was $411.00 with $102.75
(25% of the total) going to the local Promise Neighborhood.
Be a Secret Santa We are looking ahead to hosting our Secret Santa Shop at Forest Glen again this year on December 10th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Your donations of new or slightly used items suitable for gift giving will be
appreciated. A box for this purpose will be in the Family Room in late November. Ideas for donations are men’s
and women’s scarves and gloves, jewelry, puzzles and puzzle books, fancy lotions and creams, boxed candies, and
small Christmas items. No candles please. You will probably have some other great ideas of your own. Thanks
so much for helping with this very rewarding mission project.
— Submitted by Sara Arnott, Mission Committee

NOTE: If there is anyone who does NOT want offering envelopes for 2016, please let the church
office know before Christmas. Thank you.
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Sun
1

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2
9:30 a.m. Young
Women’s Mission
10:00 a.m. PW Board
Meeting

3
9:30 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
6:30 p.m. Mission
Committee Meeting

4
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

5
6
6 p.m. Dulcimer
Club
6 p.m. Esther Circle

7
HOLIDAY BAZAAR
9 a.m.—3 p.m.

8
11:05 a.m. Deacons’
Meeting in Library
11:15 a.m. Adult
Forum

9
6:30 Yoga

10
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

11
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

12
12:00 p.m. Ruth
Circle

13

15
11:15 a.m. Adult
Forum

16
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
6:30 Yoga

17
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
7 p.m. Session
Meeting

18
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

19

20

14
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Northminster hosting
Presbytery Meeting
6:30-8:30 p.m. Game
Night
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
21

22
Christ the King
Sunday
Communion

23
24
6:30 p.m. Quilt Guild
6:30 p.m. Yoga

25
Mail Newsletter

26
Office Closed

27
Office Closed

29
Hanging of the
Greens

30
6:30 p.m. Yoga

All Saints Day
Communion
Blood Pressure
Screening
11:15 a.m. Adult Forum

28
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November 2015
November 1

November 7
November 11
November 14

November 17
November 22
November 26
November 27

All Saints’ Day
Communion
Blood Pressure Screening
Holiday Bazaar
Veterans’ Day
Presbytery Meeting 9am-1pm
Game Night 6:30-8:30pm
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Session Meeting
Christ the King Sunday
Communion
Thanksgiving Day; Office Closed
Office Closed

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
- Psalm 118:24

