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On my way to a hospital visit today I was
forced three times within a span of about
2 minutes to stop my car and yield to
others. The first instance was a funeral
procession that approached from behind
as I stopped for a traffic light. The
second stop was pulling to the side for an
ambulance on its way to the E.R. just
blocks away from me. The third
instance was when I turned into the
parking lot of my destination. A person was listening to music as they
strutted across the entrance to the lot, so I yielded the right of way again. I
confess the three instances within that short time frame frustrated me.
“Don’t these folks know I have places to be?!” I thought.
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After a moment or two of honest reflection I laughed at my impatience and
saw in proper perspective how little of my time it had taken to wait. I’ve
written and spoken often about our tendency to dislike waiting within our
instant gratification culture. That is not my topic for this article. Instead I
thought about the difficulty we have yielding to others, and more
importantly to God. For some, the default setting of their personality may
be to take care of others before taking care of themselves. For others it may
be a new concept to think of another person’s needs at all. Whether we are
self-loathing, or self-centered we fall short of what God intends in our relationship with Jesus Christ.
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If we are following the Way of Jesus, yielding our will to God’s will is
central to our discipleship. Jesus said in three of the four gospels (Matthew,
Mark, and Luke) some version of “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” (Luke
9:23)
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Often we’ve focused on the self-sacrifice and taking up our cross daily part
of that verse. The concept of “bearing of one’s cross” has been used to justify
mistreatment from a spouse or abuse from another person. God does not
call us to suffer abuse from anyone. I invite us to look at the first part of the
verse, denying ourselves. Denying our self could be as simple as choosing
not to have a dessert after dinner, or letting someone go ahead of us in the
checkout line. More broadly in the context of our relationship with God,
denying self involves admitting God’s will is more important than our own.
It involves yielding that which serves only our needs to the greater good God
intends for all people.
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Emily Aldinger, Newsletter Editor

T HE

NORTHERN LIGHT

Yielding our own will to God’s isn’t about denying the value of having a defined
self, it is about denying that our self-interests are above what God intends for you
and me and all people, to be saved by grace and live in a just world.
Sadly, when you and I reduce our world to ONLY focus on our needs and the
needs of our immediate family and loved ones, we isolate ourselves from the broader vision of the Kingdom of God. In the Kingdom of God all people are valued,
and God would have us tend to those whose basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter are not met. Yielding our will to God’s challenges us to drop
judgments
we may have about whether a person has caused their own need through a personal
shortcoming. Instead God calls us to search for ways as individuals and as a community of faith we may work to fill those needs.
Three examples of this practice are the Waterstep mission project we shared with
the community of Springfield, Promise Neighborhood, and our work with Clifton
Avenue Church of God food pantry. If we continue with these ministries we are on
track. Yielding further to God’s vision would mean looking beyond filling the
basic needs of others to examine the structures that contribute to poverty and keep
some from having their basic needs met. How might we begin to do that? Ask
God in prayer. Pray for grace filled hearts, minds, and eyes. Pray for the session at
Northminster and the Mission Committee as we discern what that looks like for us
as a community of faith.
We will not ultimately know the full reality of God’s Kingdom until Jesus’ return.
In the meantime, we are called to be about the business of ushering in the Kingdom
of God as much as is within our power by yielding to the love of God and the
leadership of the Holy Spirit. Let us all join together in yielding to God and pray to
the Lord “…YOUR will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…” Amen.
Dwight
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Session Highlights

OCTOBER
October 4
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
Blood Pressure Screening
Presbytery Calendar Readings: Job 1:1; 2: 1-10; Psalm 26;
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-13; Mark 10:2-16
Tuesday Bible Study: Isaiah 2:1-4; Mark 6:30-44
October 11
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Presbytery Calendar Readings: Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm
22:1-15; Hebrew 4:12-16; Mark 10: 17-31;
Tuesday Bible Study: Acts 8:26-40; Hebrews 4:12-16
Infant Baptism: Cade Schmidt, son of Jenna (Twiggs) and
Adam Schmidt
Notes: Church Tailgate directly after worship; Adult
Forum at 11:15.
October 18
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Presbytery Calendar Readings: Job 38: 1-7 (34-41); Psalm
104: 1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
Tuesday Bible Study: 2nd Deuteronomy 26: 1-13;
1st Philippians 4:10-19
Notes: Adult Forum at 11:15.
October 25
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Presbytery Calendar Readings: Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm
34: 1-8 (19-22); Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
Tuesday Bible Study: Malachi 3:1-10; Mark 10:17-27
Notes: Adult Forum at 11:15.

COMMUNION SERVERS
October 4
Nancy Baker, Julie Griffin, David Hapner, Judy Heaton,
Terry Rigio, Chuck Vanarsdall
November 1
Nancy Baker, Julie Griffin, Pastor McCormick,
Bob Triebelhorn
November 22
Carl & Dee Ahlm, David Hapner, Eileen Reeves
NEED TWO MORE!
December 13
Carl & Dee Ahlm, Judy Heaton, Bob Triebelhorn
NEED TWO MORE!

The Session met in stated meeting September 15, 2015. Rev.
Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer, and Elder Gini Collins offered a devotional reading.
The Moderator gave opportunity for session members to
suggest ways to celebrate the 125th anniversary of
Northminster’s founding (this occurs in 2016). Some ideas
suggested: collect historic and vintage photos to create a
montage; develop a timeline, with photos included; hold a
homecoming Sunday, welcoming former members and clergy
to participate in worship and dinner; come up with a mission
project, possibly carrying on previous traditions—bridging
from the past to the future. This topic will be revisited next
session meeting.
Pastor’s Report:
Rev. McCormick reported that he will take vacation days
October 26 & 27 and November 23-30.
Northminster has been asked to consider hosting the
meeting of Miami Presbytery on Saturday, November
14 from 8:00 AM to noon. Session approved the
request.
Property Committee presented a proposal to replace the current
office copier, printer, and risograph (for which parts are no
longer available) with an all-in-one printer copier. The
committee also recommended taking a five-year lease on the
equipment rather than purchasing it. Session approved the
committee’s proposals.
Worship Committee submitted and session approved the
following dates for communion in 2016: January 10, February
7, March 24 (Maundy Thursday), March 27 (Easter Sunday),
April 17, May 15, June 5, July 3, August 7, September 4,
October 2, November 6, November 20, December 25.
Christian Ed. Committee: session approved the PC (USA)
curriculum, Growing in Grace and Gratitude, for the
children’s Sunday School and Discipleship: the Way of Jesus
for adult forum. Session also approved the following
fellowship opportunities: all- church game nights on October
10th and November 14th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM; a tailgate party
after worship on October 11th; and an all-church Advent Party
on December 5th, starting with a potluck supper at 5:00 PM.
Mission Committee is planning to hold a spaghetti dinner from
4:00 to 7:00 pm on October 15th as a fundraiser for the Church
of God food pantry breakfasts.
The next stated meeting of Session is October 20, 2015 at 7:00
PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve
this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...………………………………………………………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Ruth Martin

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Esther Circle will meet on Monday,
October 12th at 7:00 p.m. at the
church. The hostesses will be Anne
Hines and Cindy Chesnut.
RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Secretary: Helen Parker
Treasurer: Joan Garrett
Ruth Circle will meet at the church
at 12:00 on Thursday, October 8.
The Hostess will be Judy Heaton
and the program will be provided
by Gail Davis.

Next P.W.
Board Meeting
Monday, October 5th
10:00 AM

ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday, November 7th ~ 9 AM to 3 PM
Northminster’s Annual Holiday Bazaar will take place
Saturday, November 7th. Please mark this on your calendars!
The Holiday Bazaar is organized and run by the Presbyterian
Women, and it is their biggest fundraiser of the entire year.
Many people in the community drop by each year to see
what’s new.
Be on the look out for flyers and inserts in your bulletins. The
inserts will have ways you can help with this very large event.
These ladies need all the help they can get with setting up and
tearing down. Anybody with muscles would be appreciated!
The ladies are also looking for people to help during the
bazaar: manning the tables, looking after Café Noel, the bake
sale table, the raffle table, and more. Please consider signing
up for a shift. You don’t have to stay the whole day if you
don’t want to. There are two shifts available: 8:45 to 12:00
and 12:00 to 3:00.
Clean up will begin directly after the raffle is drawn. Many
hands are needed for this. It’s a lot of work but the more
people who help, the faster it will get done!
Another way to help is to donate a baked good to the Bake
Sale. Brownies, cookies, candy/fudge, coffee cake, muffins,
rolls, etc. will be accepted.
Please consider taking some time on November 7th to help
these wonderful ladies make the Bazaar a roaring success!
When the insert appears in the bulletin, fill out the back of it
and return it to the collection plate. Thank you!
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Twelve Family Friendly

Movies
1. Hocus Pocus
2. E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial
3. Scooby Doo/Scooby Doo 2:
Monsters Unleashed
4. It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie
Brown

NORTHERN LIGHT

If you like to play games,
don’t miss GAME NIGHT on
October 10th and November
14th. Bring your favorite
game, a snack to share, and
your own soft drink. Come
make this a fun night for the
whole family. There will be
child care for nursery age children and games
for all ages! The fun begins at 6:30 p.m. Let’s
all come together and have a great time!!

5. Casper

DAY: Saturday, October 10th and

6. The Nightmare Before Christmas

Saturday, November 14th.

7. Ghostbusters/Ghostbusters 2

TIME: 6:30 P.M.

8. Beetlejuice
9. The Addams Family/The Addams
Family Values
10. Wallace and Gromit: The Curse of
the Were-Rabbit
11. The Witches
12. Hotel Transylvania
Credit for Clipart goes to: clipartpal.com

Church Wide Tailgate!!
Do you like football? Do you like
fellowship? Do you like tailgating??
If the answer to ALL those questions
is YES, then mark your calendars for
our Church Tailgating Event on
Sunday, October 11th. Our Tailgate
will feature fun, games, food,
fellowship and football of course! We’ll also have card
tables set up to represent each of our church’s committees
so you can learn more about them.
Come to worship wearing your favorite team gear, and
bring all your tailgating supplies with you to church. We’ll
all meet out in the parking lot after the service. Adult
Forum will be held at 11:15 for those who would like to
attend. The meat will be provided. We just ask that you
bring your favorite tailgating snack to share, and bring
your own beverages (no alcohol please). We will be
showing the Bengals vs. Seahawks game at 1:00 p.m.
DAY: Sunday, Oct. 11th

TIME: After Worship!
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News from Our Mission Committee
The Peace and Global Witness Offering
Formerly, the Peacemaking Offering, the Peace and Global Witness Offering will be
collected on October 4th, World Communion Sunday. This offering enables the
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustices across the
world. Twenty-five percent of the offering is used locally by our church for
peacemaking ministries. This year part of the offering will go to help Syrian refugees.
Watch the Sunday bulletin for further information.
Christmas is Just Around the Corner!
Start looking for your lightly used items appropriate for our Christmas Gift Shop at Forest Glen. Scarves, gloves,
picture frames, and jewelry are just a few suggestions. Items like candy, hand creams, and fancy soaps can also be
purchased for the shop. Help bring a smile to the faces of the residents as they shop for their friends and family!
Shoes, shoes, and more shoes!
Our back-to-back Saturday shoe drives netted 4,342 pounds of shoes. An additional 115 pounds trickled in over
the next few days bringing our total to 4,457 pounds. The WaterStep staff is amazed at the amount donated in
such a short time. They said it typically takes a school three months to collect 1,500 pounds. Who knew that we
were achieving such a feat!?
While WaterStep cannot say for certain how much these shoes will fetch from the exporter, the representative
Susan Dersch spoke with said she believed these shoes would pay for a complete water purification system
(valued at approximately $3,000) for a third-world community (or to a community in response to a disaster),
providing safe water to 10,000 people every day!
But that’s not all, because the exporter who purchases the shoes, separates those that are in wearable
condition, and through a broker sells these at a discount to local third-world business people. This enables these
business people to set up roadside stands or shops to sell shoes and thus support their families.
Lastly, shoes that are no longer wearable will be broken down into components that are recycled. They will not
end up in a landfill.
Derek Howard, Director of WaterStep’s Shoe Program, was here on Thursday, September 17th to pick up the
shoes, which filled ¾ of his box truck! Check out the church’s website to see a couple pictures or look at
WaterStep’s Facebook page.
Thank you to all who helped sort, bag and haul the shoes and to all who donated shoes and spread the word about
the drive to others. We’ll have another drive next August, so start collecting!
Support the Clifton Avenue Church of God Food Pantry...Eat Spaghetti!!
Our breakfast crews continue to do a phenomenal job preparing and serving hot breakfasts to all who come to the
Clifton Avenue Church of God food pantry the third (or second) Saturdays of the month. Occasionally Debbie
Hilliard, food pantry coordinator, is able to provide Northminster with some of the food needed via Second
Harvest, most of the food and paper products are purchased by Northminster.
The last two years the Mission Committee was able to get $2,000 grants via the Miami Presbytery. That funding
is no longer available to us, so the Mission Committee is hosting an all-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner at
Northminster on Thursday, October 15th from 4:30 – 7 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults, $5 for children 12 and
under, with those three and younger eating for free. All proceeds will go to support the breakfast, and additional
donations will, of course, be accepted.
Watch for postcard inserts in your bulletin in October 4th and 11th
and spread the news to your family and friends.
Extra Hands Needed! - If you are willing to help prepare and/or serve the spaghetti dinner, please let us know
by signing up on the sheet on the sign up table in the Family Room.
Attention Northminster Bakers: Pies and brownies are needed as desserts for the spaghetti dinner. Please
let us know you can help by signing up on the sheet on the sign up table in the Family Room.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6 p.m. Dulcimer Club

2

3

4
Communion
Blood Pressure
Screening
11:10 am—Deacons
Meeting in Kitchen

5
9:30 a.m. Young Women’s Mission
10:00 a.m. P.W. Board
Meeting

6
9:30 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
6 p,m. Nominating
Committee Meeting

7
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

8
12 p.m. Ruth Circle

9

10
6-8 p.m. Game Night

11
11:15 a.m. Adult
Forum
Church Tailgate!

12
6 p.m. Grandview Condo Association Meeting
in Basement

13
9:30 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
7 p.m. Argonne Lane
Condo Assoc. Mtg.

14
5 p.m. Worship
Committee Meeting
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

15
4-7 p.m. Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser

16

17
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

18
11:15 a.m. Adult
Forum

19
Newsletter Deadline

20
9:30 a.m. Bazaar
Worskhop
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
7 p.m. Session
Meeting

21
5:30 p.m. Outreach
Committee Meeting
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m, Choir

22

23

24
11-5 p.m. Baby Shower

25
11:15 a.m. Adult
Forum

26
6:30 p.m. Quilt Guild

27
9:30 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
7 p.m. Greenlawn
Condo Assoc. Mtg.

28
Mail Newsletter
6 p.m. Bells
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
7:15 p.m. Choir

29

30

31
Halloween
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October 2015
October 4
October 10
October 11
October 15
October 17
October 19
October 20

Communion
Blood Pressure Screening
6:30—Northminster
Game Night
Church Wide Tailgate—
After Worship
Mission Committee Spaghetti
Dinner to Support Food Pantry
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Newsletter Deadline
7 p.m.—Session

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
NORTHMINSTER’S PURPOSE STATEMENT
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples
of Jesus Christ and learn to follow the way of Jesus.

