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I share the following reflection
about Advent from Father
Richard Rohr, Founding
Director, Center for Action and
Contemplation. He is a
Franciscan Monk. The excerpt is
Adapted from the
“Introduction” (pp. xiii-xv), and
chapter 1, “First Sunday of
Advent” (pp. 1-3) of „Preparing
for Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent‟ by Richard Rohr. Copyright @ 2008, Richard Rohr. All rights reserved (Franciscan Media).
Father Rohr writes: Some years ago I gave a conference on “Preparing
for Christmas” that St. Anthony Messenger Press (now Franciscan
Media) was kind enough to publish in recorded form. It has continued to
sell well for many years, and so they asked me if I would work with
them to publish a print version. “Preparing for Christmas: Daily
Meditations for Advent” is the result.
In the original lectures I tried to invite people beyond a merely
sentimental understanding of Christmas as “waiting for the baby Jesus”
to an adult and social appreciation of the message of the Incarnation of
God in Christ. We Franciscans have always believed that the Incarnation
was already the Redemption, because in Jesus‟ birth God was already
saying that it was good to be human, and God was on our side.
At the original conference, I felt that the need on this earth for adult
Christianity and the actual message of Jesus was so urgent that we could
not allow this great feast of Christmas, and its preparation in Advent, to
be watered down in any way. Twenty years later, I feel this is even more
true. Jesus identified his own message with what he called the coming of
the “reign of God” or the “kingdom of God,” whereas we had often
settled for the sweet coming of a baby who asked little of us in terms of
surrender, encounter, mutuality, or any studying of the Scriptures or the
actual teaching of Jesus. Sentimentality, defined as trumped-up
emotions, can be an avoiding of and substitute for an actual relationship,
as we see in our human relationships, too.
We Catholics (Dwight here-Presbyterians too) must admit that there is a
constant temptation among us to avoid the lectionary and the Word of
God for private and pious devotions that usually have little power to
actually change us or call our ego assumptions into question. The Word
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of God (Jesus Christ), however, confronts, converts and consoles us — in that order. The suffering, injustice and
devastation on this planet are too great now to settle for any infantile Jesus. Actually, that has always been true.
“Jesus is Lord!” of all creation! This was the rallying cry of the early church (Philippians 2:11; Acts 2:36; Romans 1:4,
etc.). It is to this adult and cosmic Christ that we are saying, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelations 22:20), which are the
final words of the Bible. This makes our entire lives, and the life of the church, one huge “advent.” Remember, Advent is
always — until the end of days.
“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming” (Matthew 24:42).
“Come Lord Jesus,” the Advent mantra, means that all of Christian history has to live out a kind of deliberate emptiness,
a kind of chosen non-fulfillment. Perfect fullness is always to come, and we do not need to demand it now. This keeps
the field of life wide open and especially open to grace and to a future created by God rather than ourselves. This is
exactly what it means to be “awake,” as the Gospel urges us! We can also use other a words for Advent: aware, alive,
attentive, alert, awake, are all appropriate! Advent is, above else, a call to full consciousness and a forewarning about the
high price of consciousness.
When we demand satisfaction of one another, when we demand any completion to history on our terms, when we
demand that our anxiety or any dissatisfaction be taken away, saying as it were, “Why weren‟t you this for me? Why
didn‟t life do that for me?” we are refusing to say, “Come, Lord Jesus.” We are refusing to hold out for the full picture
that is always given to us by God.
“Come, Lord Jesus” is a leap into the kind of freedom and surrender that is rightly called the virtue of hope. The
theological virtue of hope is the patient and trustful willingness to live without closure, without resolution, and still be content and even happy because our Satisfaction is now at another level, and our Source is beyond ourselves. We are able to
trust that he will come again, just has Jesus has come in our past, into our private dilemmas and into our suffering world.
Our Christian past then becomes our Christian prologue, and “Come, Lord Jesus” is not a cry of desperation but an assured shout of cosmic hope.
I pray we all learn to wait with hope knowing that God is with us while we wait. I encourage you to buy and read or
listen to Richard Rohr‟s works. You can visit his website the Center for Active Contemplation at www.cac.org
A blessed Advent to you and your loved ones, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

PLEASE NOTE ADDRESS CHANGES:
Paul & Dottie Good
3221 Spruce Creek Blvd.
Port Orange, FL 32128
386-675-6725
Don & Donna Rankin
2181 Montego
Springfield, OH 45503
937-652-3932
2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Please submit information to be
included in the annual report to
the office by December 30th.

Dwight

ADVENT PARTY POTLUCK!
Mark your calendars for December 10th and plan
to attend our second annual Advent Party. It will
be a potluck, so bring your favorite covered dish
and come for an evening of fellowship and fun.
Together we will make a nativity banner that each
family can have for their home. Then there will be
individual crafts you can choose to make as well.
The event begins at 5:30 pm
and finishes at 8:30 pm.
Come and bring your family
and friends. All are
welcome!
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting November 15, 2016.
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer and
Kate Smith then read a short devotional piece.
Pastor‟s Report: Rev. McCormick reported: Dwight and his
family will be taking time off after November 20th worship
and he will return to work Monday November 28th. Rev. Arby
Conn (telephone number is 937-206-4825) will be covering
pastoral care emergencies for him in his absence. Dwight will
be taking time off after worship on December 25th and will
return to work on January 1, 2017. Rev. Ray Stewart
937-207-4344 is his cell phone number) will be covering for
pastoral care emergencies during this time.
Finance Committee:
*Copies of the financial statement and balance sheet for
October were distributed. It showed total income as of
October 31 of $160,275 and total expenses of $147,104,
producing a balance of $13,171.
*Session considered the draft 2017 budget presented by the
committee and made a few changes. On motion, session
approved pledging to presbytery a Per Capita assessment of
$40 per active member for 2017.
Property Committee reported on immediate actions to deal
with the insect infestation in the sanctuary: Terminix has
fogged to kill the current pests. The fascia boards will be
treated to plug the carpenter bee tunnels and to kill any
overwintering pests. In the spring, the fascia boards will be
replaced with a composite material that is resistant to insects.
Session approved a motion from the Worship committee to
cancel Sunday morning worship on December 25th, 2016.
The Annual Congregational Meeting is set for January 29,
2017 immediately after worship. All committees, boards, and
organizations should submit annual reports to the office no
later than December 30, 2016.
The next stated meeting of Session is December 20, 2016 at
7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve
this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
__________________________________________________

December Anniversaries:
18th Don and Donna Rankin
25th Dave and Anne Hines

DECEMBER LECTIONARY SCHEDULE
December 4th
2nd Sunday of Advent—Peace
Isaiah 11:1-10,
Matthew 3:1-12
December 11th
3rd Sunday of Advent—Joy
Christmas Joy offering collection
Isaiah 35:1-10
Matthew 11:2-11
December 18th
4th Sunday of Advent—Love
Isaiah 7:10-16
Matthew 1:18-25
December 24th
Christmas Eve Service—6:00 p.m.
Isaiah 9:2-7
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
December 25th
Christmas Day—No Worship Service
Isaiah 62:6-12
John 1:1-14

Happy Birthday to:
Terry Dersch
Joshilyn Hoefer
Janet Hooper
Evan Whiteside
Nancy Baker
Elisia Taylor
Stella Spriggs
Tammy Hickman
Terry Rigio
Betty Rower
Larry Hines

December 1
December 2
December 2
December 5
December 14
December 17
December 18
December 19
December 27
December 27
December 31
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators…………………………………………………………….Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary………………………...…………………………………………………………. Terry Rigio
Treasurer…...…………….…………………………………………………………………Judy Heaton

The Presbyterian Women would
like to thank all the members who
helped make the bazaar such a
success. A special thanks to the
committee chaired by Gretchen
Green and Helen Parker. We
have not received an official total
yet, as items are still being
purchased, but we will keep you
posted and let you know the final
outcome as soon as we get
it. Again thank you to all who
helped in any way or came to
support the event.

The board would like to take this opportunity to
invite any woman from the church who is
interested in becoming a part of this group to
contact a member of the board. We are always

excited to have new, fresh ideas. The current
members are: June Hughes, Joan Generous, Judy Heaton, Nancy Parker, Debbie Dodds, and
Terry Rigio.
Next P.W. Board Meeting
Monday, December 5th
10 AM
in the Library

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Day: Monday, December 12th

RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Day: Thursday, December 8th

Hostesses: Emily Spriggs &
Nancy Baker

Time: 11:30 a.m.

Program: Christmas Gift
Exchange

.

Hostess: Judy Heaton
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Mission Committee News
The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected this year on November 27, December 4th,
11th, and 18th. This offering provides assistance for those who have dedicated their lives to
the service of the church and also supports leadership development and education at
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. You will be hearing more about
this offering in the coming weeks.
Once again this year we will be holding our Christmas Shop at Forest Glen. This year it is
on December 7th, between 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. As before, we are asking for your
donations of new or slightly used items appropriate for gift giving. The residents at Forest Glen will then select
items to give to a family member or friend and we will wrap it for them. Your generous donations have made our
shop a great success with the residents in the past. Your help with this mission project is very much appreciated!
Attention knitters in our congregation! We need help—we have the hat pattern—we have the yarn—we have the
needles!! We just need your busy fingers to do the knitting! These hats are given out each year when cold weather
hits at our Clifton Avenue Church of God breakfasts. Please contact Emily Spriggs who can get you started on this
important mission.
Souper Bowl Sunday is February 5, 2017 this year. This is when we ask that you bring cans of soup on NFL’s Super
Bowl Sunday. This soup is then donated to the food pantry at the Clifton Avenue Church of God. Our donations
seem to get bigger with each year. Let’s make this the biggest yet!
If you would like to make a monetary donation through Northminster to support the Clifton Avenue Church of God
food pantry or breakfast, please note on the memo line whether the donation is to go to the food pantry or to the
breakfasts. We want to be sure to honor your wishes. Thank you for your support of our mission work with the
Clifton Avenue Church of God.

Christmas Shop for Assisted Living Residents at Forest Glen Health
December 7th ~ 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Once again this year, we are serving our senior citizens at Forest Glen giving them the opportunity to select
Christmas gifts for a friend or family member. These gifts are chosen from donations given by you, our
congregation.
These donations can be items around your house with the tags still on that you are not planning to use. Or do you
have some like-new items you are willing to part with? If not, boxes of candy (thin mints, cherry cordials, etc.) from
the dollar store would be appreciated. No candles please!
A box for your donations will be in the family room November 13th, 20th, 27th, and December 4th. If you have any
questions please call Sara Arnott at 629-0208. Thank you for making this mission possible.

Ideas for items you might have on hand or could purchase at the Dollar Tree:
Women’s scarves, gloves, jewelry
Puzzles
Lotions, creams
Men’s socks, ties, gloves
Decorative Christmas items
Boxed candies
Small guest towels or kitchen towels
Pillows
Decorated note pads
Guest towels, kitchen towels
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ACTIVITIES, WORSHIP, & NEWS
Gift Baskets for our Shut-In Church Members
Please stay after church December 11 for a few minutes as we make up
Christmas baskets for our church members who have difficulty attending
our services. We have a variety of items from the bazaar to pack, and it
would be nice if we could add a dozen homemade cookies for each of the
nine baskets. If you have any items you would like to add, those would be
welcomed. We will sign a Christmas card and the deacons will deliver the
baskets.

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Saturday, December 24th ~ 6PM

Come worship with us on Christmas Eve at 6PM to celebrate the birth
of our Savior with a Service of Lessons and Carols. Join your voice
with ours as we sing Christmas Carols and tell the story of Jesus’
birth through the reading of Scripture. Please keep an eye out in the
announcements, as more information will be forthcoming.

LOOKING AHEAD
Women’s Bible Study will resume Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 p.m. at the Creager’s
home.
First annual Chili Cook Off Competition will be Sunday, February 5th at 11:30 a.m.
More information to follow. Also, this day will be our Souper Bowl Sunday. Please
bring your canned goods for the food pantry at the Clifton Avenue Church of God.

Please welcome our new members:
Mike Blumenschein
Debbie Dodds
Jim & Cherie Lamborn
Marilyn Scheiderer

December 2016
Wed

Sat

3

Fri

2
6 p.m. P.W.
Christmas Dinner

www.northminsterspringfield.org

Tue

1
6 p.m. Dulcimer
Club—meet at
restaurant

17

9

7
5:30 p.m. Music/
Worship Comm.
6 p.m. Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

16

10
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

6
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
7 p.m. Property Mtg.

14
6 p.m. Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

31 New Year’s Eve

6:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
service

5:30 p.m. Advent
Party Potluck
13
10:30 a.m. Bible Study

15
7:00 p.m. History
of Christmas—
Home of Jim &
Cherie Lamborn

24 Christmas Eve

30

23

29

22

20
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Session

27

28

21
6 p.m. Girl Scouts

8
11:30 a.m. Ruth
Circle—Hostess:
Judy Heaton

Thu

Northminster Presbyterian Church ~ Springfield Ohio

5
9:30 Forest Glen
9:30 Young Women’s
Mission
10:00 PW Board
Meeting

Mon

4
4:00 p.m. Modern Monk
Holiday Christmas
Concert

12
6:30 p.m. Esther
Circle—Hostess:
Emily Spriggs &
Nancy Baker

Sun

11
Create baskets for ShutIns

19
January Newsletter
deadline

26

18
Deacon’s Brunch
following worship

25 CHRISTMAS
No worship service

Deadline for
submission for
Annual Report
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December 2016
December 1
December 2
December 4
December 5
December 5
December 6
December 7
December 8
December 10
December 12
December 15
December 18
December 20
December 24
December 25

Dulcimer Club Dinner 6PM
PW Christmas Dinner 6PM
Christmas Concert 4PM
Young Women & PW Board Mtg.
Forest Glen Christmas Shop 9:30
Property Comm.Mtg. 7PM
Music & Worship Comm.5:30
Ruth Circle 11:30 a.m.
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Advent Party/Potluck 5:30
Esther Circle 6:30 PM
Jim & Cherie Lamborn’s home
Deacon’s Brunch following service
Session meeting 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship 6 PM
Christmas Day—No worship
service
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11

