N ORTHMINSTER P RESBYTERIAN C HURCH

T HE
M ARCH 2016

NORTHERN LIGHT
I SSUE 3

Forgiveness from Jesus Christ changes us, and
changes the world. I share the following story to
remind us about this forgiveness during Lent and
about the power of the Resurrection to help us
receive and give away such forgiveness. God’s
love is stronger than death. Forgiveness is more
powerful than strife, pride, envy, wrath, malice,
and fear. The following article is from www.womansday.com. It recounts a
story from a decade ago. It is the story of Terri Roberts, mother of a man who
shot 10 Amish girls five of whom subsequently died. Look for how God is at
work through this
tragedy and know that this same power of Jesus Christ is
present within us and is to be embodied in all of our relationships. Here is the
story:
On October 1, 2006, my son Charlie, his wife, Marie, and their children came
over to our house in Strasburg, PA. Later, as we said our farewells, Charlie
seemed quieter than usual. It would be the last time I'd see him alive.
The next day, on my lunch break at work, I heard sirens and wondered what
could be happening in our small rural community. Just as I got back to my
desk, my husband, Chuck, called. He asked me to come immediately to
Charlie and Marie's home. As I hurried down the stairway from my office, a
sense of foreboding squeezed my stomach.
The drive was only 10 minutes, but I heard on the radio that there had been a
shooting at an Amish schoolhouse nearby. Children were among the dead and
injured. Charlie drove a truck for his father-in-law's business collecting milk
from area dairy farms, and he often parked right near the school. Fear
clutched at my heart. Could he have intervened to help and been killed? As
soon as I got to his house and pushed through the crowd of police and
reporters, I asked a trooper if my son was alive. "No, ma'am," he responded
somberly.
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All I recall is falling to the ground in a fetal position, wailing. Eventually, we
were walked to the police cruiser and driven home. My husband is a retired
police officer. I could not imagine his feelings as he was escorted out like a
perpetrator after 30 years of being the one who did the escorting.

Joan Generous
June Hughes

Presbyterian Women

Absorbing the truth

Ruth George

I turned to my husband. With pain in his eyes, he choked out, "It was Charlie.
He killed those girls."

Chuck sat at our breakfast table, crying. I had not seen my strong, protective
husband shed tears since his father passed away years before. Now he could
not even lift his head. He'd covered his face with a dish towel to control the
flow of tears, his eyes sunken and dull.
And I had no answers. Even after hearing from police what the survivors saw,
I struggled to accept the reality: My beloved son had walked into the
schoolhouse with an arsenal of guns, boarded up the windows and doors,
bound and shot 10 girls, ages 6 to 13, then killed himself. Five of the children
died.

Nancy Jean Graves

Parish Nurse
Librarian

The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Emily Aldinger, Newsletter Editor
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Later, anger set in, mixing with my pain. Where were you, God? I found myself screaming out in my head. How could you let this
happen? I didn't understand how Charlie could leave his children fatherless, to face the shame and the horror. And the gentle Amish
families—what darkness had so possessed Charlie that he would want to rip away daughters as precious as his own? And I felt
enormous self-doubt. I didn't know what kind of mother could bear a son who could perpetrate such horrible deeds.
The first miracle
As we sat and sobbed, I looked through our window and caught sight of a stalwart figure dressed in black. It was our neighbor Henry
Stoltzfoos, whom we'd known for years. He is an Amishman, and was dressed in his formal visiting attire and wide-brimmed straw hat.
Striding up to the front door, Henry knocked.
Mind you, Henry had friends and relatives whose daughters had died in that schoolhouse, at the hands of our son. Like all the Amish,
he had every reason to hate us.
But as I opened the door, I saw that Henry didn't look angry. Instead, compassion radiated from his face. Walking over to Chuck, he put
one hand on his shoulder. The first words I heard him speak took my breath away: "Roberts, we love you. This was not your doing.
You must not blame yourself."
For more than an hour, Henry stood by my husband, consoling him and affirming his love and forgiveness. Chuck kept saying that we
had to move away from the people Charlie had hurt. But Henry reassured Chuck that there was no reason for us to move. The Amish
did not hold our family responsible for Charlie's actions. "I think the devil used your boy," Henry said.
By the time he left, my husband was sitting up straight, some of the burden eased from his shoulders. To this day I call Henry "my
angel in black." But he was far from the only one to show tremendous grace and forgiveness in the face of loss. The next day, a group
of Amish leaders walked into the yard of Marie's parents' house. Every one of them had a family member who had died in the
schoolhouse. But they did not raise fists in fury. They reached to pull Marie's father into their embrace. Together, the families of the
victims and the father-in-law of their killer wept and prayed.
Forgiveness in action
While I was grateful for the reaction we received, I can't say I understood it. "If we will not forgive, how can we be forgiven?" a
spokesman for the Amish said on the news shows covering the shooting. "Forgiveness is a choice. We choose to forgive," another
spokesperson added.
But these were not just words. The Amish insisted that part of the funds donated to help the victims' families go to Marie and her
children—for they'd lost a husband and father. And one grieving father of a girl Charlie had killed visited us. I shared how brokenhearted I was that our son Zach would not attend Charlie's funeral—he couldn't forgive him. I asked him to pray that Zach would have a
change of heart.
"Of course," he said. Then, "Would you like me to call him?"
The Amish don't keep phones in their homes and have a distaste for such technology, so his offer deeply touched me. He left a message
asking Zach to forgive his brother and come support his family.
A few days later, Zach was there. He told us later that our pleas had softened his heart, but his turning point had been that message.
Lesson learned
And there was still more kindness. After my son's service, at the grave site, the media jostled to take pictures. All at once, at least 30
Amish emerged from behind a shed, the men in their tall, wide-brimmed hats, the women in white bonnets. The group fanned out into a
crescent between the grave site and the photographers, their backs offering a solid wall of black to the cameras. They did this to show
compassion for the family of the man who had taken so much from them.
Fresh anger shook me then. I could think only of the terrible wrong Charlie had done. At that moment I was not sure that I could ever
forgive the unspeakable evil he'd perpetrated on these young parents, his own children, our family. Yet neither could I stop loving
Charlie. He was my son.
I held on to my composure as our Amish guests stepped forward to express their condolences. Among the first to approach us were
Chris and Rachel Miller, whose daughters, Lena and Mary Liz, had died in their arms. Murmuring a greeting to Chuck and me, they
added softly, "We are so sorry for your loss."
Sorry for our loss. I could barely choke out a response. Our son had taken the lives of their daughters. And here they were comforting
us!
It was a moment of sudden, healing clarity for me. Forgiveness is a choice. The Amish had made that very clear, but now I knew what
it meant: Forgiveness isn't a feeling. These sweet parents were as grief-stricken as I was, their hearts broken like mine. I did not have to
stop feeling anger, hurt and utter bewilderment at the horrific decisions Charlie had made. I only had to make a choice: to forgive.
And I understood the other part of what the Amish had said: If we cannot forgive, how can we be forgiven? I am not a murderer, but I
have committed wrongs as well. And I was forgiven! How can I, in turn, not offer the forgiveness I've received—even to my own son?
Especially to my own son.
Over the last decade, the love our family was given has inspired me to spread the message of forgiveness wherever I can, often hand in
hand with the Amish families my son had harmed. October 2, 2006, brought a tsunami to my world. But I've learned that without
storms, there'd be no rainbows. I don't know what is coming, but I am not afraid. I've come to trust my life to the God of both storms
and rainbows.
Adapted with permission from Forgiven, by Terri Roberts with Jeanette Windle (Bethany House Publishers, © 2015, bakerpublishinggroup.com).
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Sermon Texts for Sermon Series on Prayer
March 6

March 13

March 20
March 27

Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 1:9-20
Philippians 4:6-7
A Prayer of Supplication
Fifth Sunday in Lent
John 17:20-26
Romans 8:18-28
Prayers of Intercession
Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Luke 19:28-40
Easter Sunday; Communion
Isaiah 65:17-25
Luke 24:1-12

Adult Forum Lenten Study
A six session Lenten study is continuing on
March 6th, 13th, and 20th. The study being used
is Learning Forgiveness by Marjorie Thompson,
who is a Presbyterian pastor and former Director
of Congregational Spirituality with Upper Room
Ministries.

Missing Tables and Chairs
There are two 8 foot tables and 8 chairs missing from the basement. If anyone knows the
whereabouts of them, please inform the church office so they can be returned. Thank you.
A reminder that if you wish to borrow tables and/or chairs for personal use, that can be arranged,
but you must go through the church office to do so. Please do not borrow them without notifying
either Greg, Dwight, or the office.

Happy Birthday to:

Frank Otway
Aidan Brush
Owen Smith
Josh Twiggs
Emily Spriggs
Cade Schmidt
Lucille Arthur
Eileen Reeves
Toni Conway
Jason Spoon
Erin Deas
Bud Graves

Mar. 1
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 6
Mar. 11
Mar. 12
Mar. 16
Mar. 16
Mar. 18
Mar. 19
Mar. 24

March 2nd - Greg and Karen Veith
March 22nd - Jim and Mindy Twiggs
March 30th - Susan and Terry Dersch
(16 years)
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GAME NIGHT!!
Please mark your calendars with the following date:
Saturday, March 12th. The time: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Bring your favorite game, a snack to share, and beverage for
yourself!
If you haven’t been before, please come! It’s a fun night with good
food and a lot of laughter. Bring your friends and family too!

COMMUNIT Y MEAL

Northminster’s February
Community Meal will take place
on Wednesday, March 16 at 5:30
p.m.
Please spread to the word to
anyone you see! The meal is free of
charge (donations are accepted),
and open to anyone in the
community.
This month’s meal will be hosted
by the Girl Scouts. They will be
serving Chicken Pot Pie!

GREETERS
Mar. 6
Mar.13
Mar. 20
March 27
USHERS
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

Easter Egg Hunt - Northminster, in
conjunction with Villa Springfield, will
host a community-wide Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March 19th
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Donations of
cookies and lemonade would also be
appreciated! Make sure to spread the word!
Upcoming in April: A Community Comedy Show!
Comedy show fundraiser for Clifton Avenue Church of God, April
1st. Tickets $10.00 per person or $20.00 per couple. (heh heh)
Come hear Tom and the Girls (Tom Stout and surprise vocal
talent) sing an opening act and see our pastor perform a set for a
comedy DVD taping. Desserts will be served prior to the show.
Come enjoy some sweets, laugh with others, and raise money to
feed the hungry! Dessert served beginning at 6PM. Show begins
at 7PM. If you don't get there at 6PM sharp, don't worry-stop in
when you can and stay for the show.

Ushers and Greeters in March
Howard and Joan Garrett
Ron Reid and (needs filled)
Mike Blumenschein and (needs filled)
Donna Sebastian and Nancy Baker
(needs filled)
Judy Heaton and Susan Dersch
John and Carol Emerich
(needs filled)

Thank you so much for filling up the month of February!! Now,
we have to look on to March. The slots that need filled are listed
above. Please consider signing up for one of those dates. Thank
you!

Mar. 6
Mar. 13
March 20
March 27

(Easter)

Café in March
Mary Smith and Irene Hughes
Pete and Liz Torok
Jim and Julie Griffin
(needs filled)

Thank you to all those who have filled the March
dates! If you plan to be here for Easter, please consider signing up for the 27th! If
you have never done café before, please don’t hesitate to
call the office, or talk to a
member of the
Mission
Committee. They can tell you
all the ins and outs of hosting.
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Moderator—Ruth George
Co-Moderator/Treasurer—
Sue Creager
Secretary—Emily Aldinger
The next Deacons’ meeting will take
place after worship on April 17th.
The Deacons’ would also like to thank all those who donated
grocery sacks in February. Forty-five sacks were delivered to the
food pantry.

Class of 2016

Rob Adams
Lindy McMahon
Nate Smith

Class of 2017
Ruth George
Sue Creager
Cathy Reid

Class of 2018
Joe Stalder
Emily Aldinger
Cindy Arnold

session
Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month.
The next stated meeting of Session will be March 15th at
7:00 P.M.

Class of 2016
Judith Heaton
Susan Dersch
Eileen Reeves
Kate Smith

Class of 2017
Bob Triebelhorn
Nancy Baker
Virginia Collins
Ronald Reid

Class of 2018
Chuck McMahon
Carl Ahlm
Kristen Wheeler
Lois Shroyer

Lost and Found
A few things that have been found in the last
couple of months are now in a “Lost and
Found” box located in the kitchen. This box
will be available from now on for any item
that is lost. If you find
you are missing
something, look in this
box to see if someone
found it and placed in
there. Thank you.

Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun
with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.

Co-Moderators……Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary…….….……....………….. Anne Hines
Treasurer…….…………...………...Ruth Martin
ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Monday, March 14th
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Details: Hostess is Susan Dersch
RUTH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, March 10
Time: 12:00 a.m. at Northminster
Hostess: Joan Garrett

Looking Ahead to March

Mark you calendars
crafty ladies!
The Bazaar Workshop
is scheduled to begin meeting
(weather permitting)
the first Tuesday of March (March 1st)
at 9:30AM in the lower level Community
Room.
Questions: Joan Generous 969-8130

New ideas and new helpers
are welcome!

N EXT

P. W.

B OARD M EETING
M ONDAY , M ARCH 7
10:00

AM
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Note from the Treasurer:
Our budgeted expenses require a monthly inflow of $16,303. We were blessed in January with 5 Sundays, and income from donations of $21,774. This is a good thing!
Roof and Renovation Pledges for 2016 are $13,170 and we received $2,755 of that in
January.
I am not a pro in the financial field, but I feel safe in quoting a reliable source
concerning paying directly from an IRA or 401K to a not for profit (think
Northminster). “The tax-free contribution is a good deal for older charitably inclined
taxpayers. You can’t take a charitable deduction for the contribution. But the amount
of the contribution stays out of your adjusted gross income. That could help you
avoid a higher tax bracket and below some thresholds for some other surcharges.”
We also need to be mindful of naming Northminster in our wills. Gifts from previous members have
safeguarded our future. If you have questions, I can help find answers.
—Bill Harrison, Treasurer

YOU ARE SOUPER!
Thanks for the 272 cans of soup donated for Souper Bowl Sunday. You blew away our
total last year of 199. The soup has been gratefully received by the Clifton Avenue
Church of God Food Pantry.
PANTRY BREAKFAST
Northminster continues to cook and serve breakfast at the pantry one Saturday a
month. We have three teams of cooks and servers that rotate through the year. To
save on the expense, we are working closely with Debbie Hilliard, the food pantry
coordinator, to obtain as much of the food needed through Second Harvest Food
Bank. Northminster will then reimburse the Church of God for the expense.
If you have not been to the pantry and want to visit, come down to the Church of God
on the second or third Saturdays of the month. Breakfast is served at 9:30 a.m. and the pantry opens at 10:00 a.m.
Our crew is there by 8:30 a.m. to cook, usually on the third Saturday. Talk with Emily Spriggs if you would like to
serve on a crew or be a part of our back up team. Contact Susan Dersch if you want a tour of the pantry.
Thank you for your support of the Deacons’ food drives and these breakfasts!
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Once again we will be collecting the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering on Easter Sunday, March 27th. This
offering allows the Presbyterian Church USA to share God’s love with our neighbors in need by providing relief to
those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (32%) - Works with communities as they recover and find hope after the
devastation of natural or human-caused disasters. Find our more at: http://pda.pcusa.org/
Presbyterian Hunger Program (36%) - Takes action to alleviate hunger and its systematic causes and helps create
access to healthy food for entire communities.
Find out more at: http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
Self-Development of People (32%) - Partners with people and communities with tools for development and
education to alleviate poverty, oppression and injustice.
Find our more at: http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
Thank you for considering how you can support this special offering.
Submitted by:
Susan Dersch, Mission Committee Chairperson
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
6:30 p.m. Mission
Committee Meeting

2
No chancel choir
practice
6 p.m. Bell Practice
6:00 p.m. Girl
Scouts

3
6 p.m. Dulcimer
Club

4

5

7
9:30 Young Women’s
Mission
10:00 P.W. Board
Meeting
6:30 p.m. Yoga

8
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
7 p.m. Property
Committee Meeting

9
5:30 p.m. Christian
Education Meeting
5:30 p.m. Outreach
Meeting
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts
6:00 p.m. Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

10
12:00 p.m. Ruth
Circle

11

12
Game Night 6:308:30

13
5th Sunday in Lent
11:15 a.m. Adult Forum
Daylight Savings
Time—Spring
Forward!!

14
6:30 p.m. Yoga
7 p.m. Esther Circle

15
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
7 p.m. Session

16
6:00 p.m. Girl
Scouts
6:00 p.m. Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

17
St. Patrick’s Day

18

19
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast
1 p.m.– 3 p.m. Easter
Egg Hunt

20
Palm Sunday
Holy Week Begins
11:15 p.m. Adult Forum

21
Newsletter Deadline
6:30 p.m. Yoga

22
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

23
6:00 p.m. Girl
Scouts
6:00 p.m. Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

24
Maundy Thursday

25
Good Friday—
Office Closed
Church will be
open for prayer
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

26

27
Easter Sunday
Communion

28
6:30 p.m. Yoga

29
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

30
Mail Newsletter
No choir or bell
choir practice

31

6
4th Sunday in Lent
11:15 a.m. Adult Forum
1:30 p.m. Oratorical
Contest in Sanctuary
Blood Pressure Screening
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March 2016
March 1
March 7
March 8
March 9
March 10
March 12
March 14
March 15
March 16
March 19
March 24
March 25
March 27

Mission Committee Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
P.W. Board Meeting - 10 a.m.
Property Committee Meeting - 7 p.m.
Outreach Committee Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Christian Ed Committee Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Ruth Circle - 12 p.m.
Game Night - 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Esther Circle - 7 p.m.
Session Meeting - 7 p.m.
Community Meal - 5:30 p.m.
Clifton Avenue Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt - 1-3 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday - Office Closed/Church open for prayer 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday; Communion

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.—John 3:16

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

