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About two and a half years ago the
Session of Northminster voted to
approve the pursuit of a Lilly
Endowment Clergy Renewal Grant.
This grant is a lump sum financial gift
to the congregation. The grant program
rewards congregations and pastors
who have demonstrated an ability to sustain a relatively healthy
relationship over a period of years, and who would benefit from a
brief pause to reset and regroup for the coming years of shared
ministry.
The grant application process has now been completed. The
application was sent to Christian Theological Seminary in
Indianapolis on April 14th, a day ahead of the deadline for the 2017
grant year. The grant applications are handed in during the
spring, and the churches and pastors find out in August of that
same year if the grant has been awarded.
Typically the application process would take a year. However,
after starting the application in 2014, we found out about the
sanctuary beam damage. We knew that we had work to do in
order to repair and renew our facilities at Northminster before we
further explored the possibility of the grant. The Renewal
Committee and I resumed our work after the repair of the beam in
the sanctuary and other property projects were well on their way
to being completed. The committee consisted of Carl Ahlm, Susan
Dersch, Jim Griffin, Diana Harrison, and Cathy Reid. They worked
for hours with me to complete a 10-page narrative. The pages
articulate why we feel like Northminster Presbyterian and I are a
good choice to receive the grant, the specific activities we hope to
do, the intended benefits, and a history of the congregation and of
my ministry career. I offer thanks to them for their relentless hours
of hard work.
I am writing to inform you some basic information about the grant
provided in an FAQ (frequently asked questions) and answer
format. The full renewal grant application is available upon
request from Diana Harrison (the chair of the renewal committee).
Please read the following questions and answers and determine if
you’d like to know more about the Lilly Endowment Clergy
Renewal Grant.
Continued on next page
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Why did we apply for the grant, other than because it was available? Here are a few reasons:
The Lilly Endowment cares about congregations and their health, and clergy folks and their health.
The grant is specifically designed to re-energize a congregation, a pastor and family serving the
congregation, and the relationship between the pastor and the congregation.
We’ve shared just under 10 years of ministry together and we’d like to keep from sliding into
complacency and maintaining status quo. We’d like to have more years of ministry together.
When would this 90-day period of renewal take place?
June 1, 2017-August 31, 2017
Who would take over pastoral duties while Dwight, Sarah, and the girls are away?
A PC(USA) Teaching Elder (preferred) would be hired for those 90 days if the grant is awarded. The
congregation will share some of the responsibility too.
I don’t get 90 days off from work or a 90-day vacation. Why should he?
It isn’t a vacation. The hope is for uninterrupted time away from ministry to re-connect with family,
breathe, observe Sabbath, and enjoy some activities that would otherwise never be available to my family
and me. This grant is available because someone at the Lilly Endowment thought enough about the
health of congregations, clergy people, and the relationship between them than they invested many
millions of dollars to ensure their ongoing health.
Why should Northminster pay for Dwight, Sarah and his girls to travel and for the church to hire help
while he is away?
There is NO FINANCIAL COST TO THE CHURCH. The grant is for $50,000. ALL of the activities are
fully funded at the expense of the Lilly Endowment. No money will be taken out of the church budget to
pay for any of the activities of the church or the pastor and his family.
How much money does the church receive if they win the grant??
$50,000. Dwight and his family receive $35,000 out of the award to participate in activities focused on
nourishing spiritual, physical, and emotional health. Northminster utilizes $15,000 to pay for renewal
activities focused on nourishing spiritual, physical, and emotional health.
Will we be able to save three months worth of salary while Dwight is away?
No. Dwight will remain the installed pastor of Northminster Presbyterian. He will receive the same
salary and benefits voted on in his terms of call.
What if Dwight and his family decide to join the circus while they’re away?
That is a possibility. However receiving the grant requires that Dwight maintain his relationship with
Northminster as pastor for at least one year following the completion of the renewal time.
I ask for prayers for the wisdom of those selecting grant winners over the next several months. I
appreciate the ongoing flexibility and generosity of the folks here at Northminster and look forward to
what God has in store for our shared ministry. Peace of Christ be with you. You are loved and you are
not alone.
Dwight
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Summer’s Almost Here: Time for Camp!
Throw your hands up! Summer is nearly here! That means
Kirkmont Center is getting ready for their 53rd year of offering a
wide variety of camps to children and teens.
Kirkmont offers more than 270 acres of woods, streams and fields,
as well as beautiful scenery including outdoor worship areas and
a labyrinth. Recreational facilities abound including a swimming
pool, giant swing, rock climbing wall & zip line, canoeing lake,
archery range, and more than eight miles of hiking trails.
This year Kirkmont is offering 15 camps that are available to both
adults (Quilt Camps), families (Family Camping Weekend), child & adult (You & Me Camp, Kids
Camp), and children who comfortable venturing to camp on their own (Beginners Camp, PYC Junior
Camp, PYC Camp, Robotics Camp*, Camp Rejoice, Service Camp*, Sports Camp, Adventure Camp, and
2 Week Camp*).
A brochure with more information about Kirkmont and the camps they offer is available in the Family
Room on the sign up table. Please take one either for your own child or grandchild, or for another child
you know.
If financial assistance is needed, Kirkmont has a Campership Fund that is intended to supplement other
sources of funding. This fund is made possible by donations from individuals and families.
A registration form is included in the brochure.
For further information about Kirkmont, you can visit their website: www.kirkmontcenter.com, call the
office at 1-866-496-3214, or email them at kirkmont@kirkmontcenter.com.
*Denotes a new camp. The 2 Week Camp is Sports Camp and Adventure Camp together. Instead of
going home in between, campers would stay the entire 2 weeks.

Happy Birthday to:

Kevin Creager
Gini Collins
Jerilyn Hines
Ryan Hooper
Diana Harrison
Helen Parker
Christine Sherry

May 3
May 8
May 16
May 16
May 27
May 29
May 31

If any birthdays are missing, please let the
Church Office know so we can add them.

May

Donald and June Hughes
(1991)

4th

May 7th

Bill and Barbara Benston

May 18th

Andrew and Kristen
Wheeler

May 31st

Chuck and Lisa Mansfield
(1980)
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Deacons’ Pentecost Picnic
The Deacons’ Annual Pentecost Picnic will take place on
Pentecost Sunday, May 15th, directly after worship in the
picnic shelter. If the weather does not cooperate, the meal will
be moved inside. If you are unable to make the walk up to the
picnic shelter, a ride can be arranged for you. Congregants are
being asked to bring a side dish to share. Meat, buns,
condiments, beverages, and dessert will be provided by the
Deacons. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for delicious food
& fellowship!

COMMUNIT Y MEAL

Northminster’s May Community
Meal will take place on
Wednesday, May 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Please spread to the word to
anyone you see! The meal is free of
charge (donations are accepted),
and open to anyone in the
community.
If you are interested/willing to
host this meal, please contact the
office. A simple entrée, salad,
bread item, and dessert for 40
people is all that’s needed. Thank
you in advance for your
generosity!

GREETERS
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
USHERS
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

PICTURE DIRECTORY TIME!!
Don’t forget to come in to get your picture taken for picture directory! If you haven’t signed
up for a time, you will be getting a call to confirm your participation or not.
The picture days are Tuesday, May 24th
AND Wednesday, May 25th from 2-7:30
p.m. Each photographed family or person will
receive a free 8x10 picture and a copy of the
directory, with the option to purchase
additional portraits.
Make sure to free up one of those days so you can be included in
our directory! Thank you.

Ushers and Greeters in May
Ron Reid
Bill Benston
Nancy Baker
Donna Sebastian
Marilyn Schiederer
Lindy McMahon
John Emerich
Richard Bierley
Jim Griffin
(needs filled)

Helen Parker
Barbara Benston
Kristen Wheeler
Judy Heaton
Helen Parker
Chuck McMahon
Carol Emerich
Shirley Sebright
Julie Griffin
(needs filled)

Thank you for filling up the greeter slots in May! Also, thank to
those who filled spots for ushers. If you are able to fill the usher
spots on May 29, please sign up! Thank you!

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Café in May

Cindy Arnold & Ken Arnold
(needs filled)
(needs filled)
(needs filled)
Jim and Julie Griffin

Thank you to all those who have filled the May dates!
If you have never done Café before, and would like
to know how, please talk to the
office or a member of the Mission Committee. Thank you!

T HE NORTHERN LIGHT

Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
P.W. News
Spring Dinner—Friendship Day Dinner
May 6, 2016, 6:00 p.m. $8.00 per
person
Menu: Lee’s Chicken, Mac & Cheese,
Green Beans, Rolls, and Pie
Entertainment: Gary & Denise
Molnar will share their
experiences and pictures of their recent European
vacation.
Please sign up to attend by May 2nd. If you haven’t
signed up yet please do so or you can call Debbie
Dodds at 342-1157 by May 2nd. Mark this date on
your calendar and plan to attend. We are looking
forward to seeing you there.
The members of Ruth Circle are hosting this year’s
dinner. We thank them all for their work.
Other P.W. News
We have some changes for the bazaar. There will be
two new co-leaders this year. Gretchen Green and
Helen Parker have agreed to chair the bazaar. If you
can help, please let them know. Remember that if you
are making items to sell at the bazaar, you may turn
in your receipts for reimbursement for supplies used.
Please talk with either Gretchen or Helen about this.
Watch for details about this year’s garage sale. A date
and time will be announced soon.
—Submitted by Terry Rigio, Secretary

Co-Moderators…Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary…….….……....……… Terry Rigio
Treasurer…….…………...………Judy Heaton
ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Monday, May 9
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Details: Dinner at The Meadows (Make reservations with Janet)
Hostess: Janet Digel-Koerner
RUTH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, May 12
Time: 12:00 p.m. at Teaberry’s

Bazaar Workshop

Calling all ladies who love crafts! The
Bazaar Workshop needs you! We need your
help to help make crafts for the Christmas
Bazaar in November. You don’t have to be
good at crafting, just show up and help out!
The Bazaar Workshop meets every Tuesday
morning at 9:30 in the basement Community
Room.
Questions: Joan Generous 969-8130

New ideas and new helpers
are welcome!

N EXT

P. W.

B OARD M EETING
M ONDAY , M AY 2
10:00

AM
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Thank you!
Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing totaled $1250.00. This
will serve ministries that provide food and safe water to people
in need, hope to those overcoming catastrophe and conflict, and
resources to disadvantaged and oppressed communities striving
to better their lives.
The recent Cake and Comedy Night netted $855. This money
will help the Clifton Avenue Church of God both in their pantry
and for the breakfasts our church serves monthly.
Your donations of blankets, towels, rugs, etc. to the Animal
Welfare League are very much appreciated by that organization.
Kirkmont Center
Kirkmont is looking to repair their swimming
pool. The repair will cost about $65,000, and they
are asking for donations to help with the cost.
Kirkmont is a Presbyterian camp located in
Zanesfield, Ohio. The swimming pool is a central
part of their summer camp ministry, and as such,
is a high priority. Please consider giving to Kirkmont for this repair. To do this, you can go to
their website (www.kirkmontcenter.com), scroll down, and click the “GIVE NOW” button. This
brings you to their page on the Presbyterian Mission Exchange website. You may also send a check
indicating you want the money to go toward the pool repair to their address (Kirkmont Center,
P.O. Box 128, Zanesfield, OH 43360-9626) or you can call for more information (937-593-2141).
Thank you for considering helping Kirkmont with this project.
Pentecost Offering
The Pentecost Offering will be collected on May 15th. Forty percent of this offering will be retained
by our congregation and will go to the Springfield Promise Neighborhood. This organization
works to further the growth and development of our children right here in Springfield.
Shoe Drive

When you are doing your spring cleaning, remember to hold on to those shoes
you want to toss, and give them to the shoe drive! Dates for this year’s drive
are August 20th and August 27th. This donation to WaterStep is important because they help countries that do not have access to clean water. Last year the
total collected was 4,457 pounds! That’s amazing! Help us beat last year’s total
by donating your old shoes, and by spreading the word to your friends and
family.

Relay for Life Luminary Sale
The Mission Committee will be selling luminaries for Relay for Life during the latter Sundays in
May. Luminaries are $10.00 each. A form is included on the next page. The Clark County Relay for
Life takes place June 10th-June 11th 6 p.m. to 12 p.m. at the Clark County Fairgrounds.
—Submitted by Sara Arnott
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Moderator—Ruth George
Co-Moderator/Treasurer—
Sue Creager
Secretary—Emily Aldinger

Deacons’ will meet for a very brief meeting following worship
on May 8th in the Library.

Class of 2016

Rob Adams
Lindy McMahon
Nate Smith

Class of 2017
Ruth George
Sue Creager
Cathy Reid

Class of 2018
Joe Stalder
Emily Aldinger
Cindy Arnold

session
Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month.
The next stated meeting of Session will be May 17 at 7:00
P.M.

Class of 2016
Judith Heaton
Susan Dersch
Eileen Reeves
Kate Smith

Class of 2017
Class of 2018
Bob Triebelhorn Chuck McMahon
Nancy Baker
Carl Ahlm
Virginia Collins Kristen Wheeler
Emily Spriggs
Lois Shroyer

From the Treasurer:
We have ended the First Quarter and our
budgeted amounts were:
Income:

Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting April 19, 2016.
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with
prayer and Judy Heaton then read a short devotional
piece.
Pastor’s Report: Rev. McCormick reported that he will
attend a continuing education event at Montreat, NC
May 1st through May 8th. Ruling Elder Garth Adams
will preach both Sundays that Rev. McCormick is
gone, and Rev. Arby Conn will provide coverage for
pastoral care.
Finance Committee: Copies of the financial
statement and balance sheet for March were
distributed. The statement showed total income
through March 31st was $54,816 and total expense was
$42,516, resulting in a balance of $12,300.
Session approved allowing the Pan Ohio Hope
Ride fundraising dinner to be held on May 22nd in the
church building, at no cost to Northminster.
Session approved allowing the Lincoln Promise
Tutoring Program staff to use the downstairs
community room for a year end celebration event on
April 29th.
125th Anniversary Celebration: On motion from the
committee, session approved having the celebration
meal (Saturday or Sunday, September 24 or 25) catered
and to sell tickets to help offset the cost of the meal.
The next stated meeting of Session is May 17, 2016 at
7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as
we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

$49,812 Actual: $54,816.

Expenses: $48,908 Actual: $42,516
We are "UP" $12,300! We are ahead
entering the summer where we
traditionally fall behind. Maybe not this
year.
The "Roof" Fund remains 'on track' with
$1,140 income for March.
Treasurer, Bill Harrison

SAVE THE DATE:
A dinner benefiting the Pan Ohio Hope Ride
for cancer awareness, in which Dwight
McCormick and Liz & Rob Adams will be
participating, will be Sunday, May 22nd at
5:30 p.m. The menu will be chicken with
rice, and bacon wrapped pork chops with
sides and dessert. Cost is $10 per plate, and
kids 10 and under are free. Entertainment
TBD.

May 2016
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Springfield, OH

Sun
1
6th Sunday of Easter

Mon
2
10:30 a.m. P.W.
Board Meeting
6:30 p.m. Yoga

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3
10 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
5:30-7pm Girl
Scouts

4
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
6p.m. Bell Choir
7:15 p.m. Choir

5
6 p.m. Dulcimer
Club

9
6:30 p.m.—Esther
7th Sunday of Easter
Circle (Dinner at The
Meadows)
Mother’s Day
6:30 p.m. Yoga
11:05 a.m. Brief Deacons 6-8 p.m. Children’s
Meeting in Library
Theater Play
Rehearsal—Family
Room

10
10 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
7 p.m. Property Mtg
6:30 p.m. Mission
Cmte Mtg
6-8 Play Rehearsal

11
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
6 p.m. Bell Choir
7:15 p.m. Choir

12
13
Noon—Ruth Circle
at Teaberry’s
6-8 p.m. Play
Rehearsal in
Family Room

15
Day of Pentecost
Deacons’ Picnic

16
6:30 p.m. Yoga

17
10 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
5:30-7 Girl Scouts
7 p.m. Session Mtg

18
19
5:30 p.m. Outreach
Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Community Meal
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
6 p.m. Bell Choir
7:15 p.m. Girl Scouts

20

21
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

22
Trinity Sunday

23
24
6:30 p.m. Yoga
10 a.m. Bazaar
6:30 p.m. Quilt Guild Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study
2-7:30 p.m.
Directory
Portraits

25
6 p.m. Girl Scouts
6 p.m. Bell Choir
7:15 p.m. Choir
2-7:30 p.m.
Directory
Portraits

27

28

8

5:30 p.m. Pan Ohio
Hope Ride Dinner

29
2nd Sunday after
Pentecost

30
Memorial Day
Office Closed
No Yoga

31
10 a.m. Bazaar
Workshop
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

26

6
7
6 p.m. P.W.
Friendship Dinner

14
11-1 p.m. Children’s
Play Rehearsal in
Family Room
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May 2016
May 6
May 9
May 10
May 12
May 15
May 17
May 18
May 21
May 24
May 25
May 30

P.W. Friendship Dinner—6 p.m.
Esther Circle—Dinner at
The Meadows—6:30 p.m.
Finance Meeting—6 p.m.
Property Meeting—6 p.m.
Mission Committee Meeting—6:30 p.m.
Ruth Circle Luncheon @Teaberry’s —12 p.m.
Deacons’ Pentecost Picnic after worship
Session Meeting—7 p.m..
Community Meal—5:30 p.m.
Outreach Meeting—5:30 p.m.
Clifton Avenue Breakfast
Directory Pictures—2-7:30p.m.
Directory Pictures—2-7:30p.m.
Memorial Day—Office Closed

“No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
John 15:13
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

