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When I was five years old my two sisters, my
parents and I lived on East Street in Bluefield
West Virginia. The house was an old split-level
home with an attic and a hardwood staircase into
the lower level den. We had a large upstairs
living room with tall ceilings where we often put
Christmas trees (natural never artificial) of over 8
feet tall each year. I still remember the
multi-colored seventies Christmas lights that
were the size of chili peppers, not like the tiny
pencil eraser sized lights most favor these days. I loved seeing the colorful bulbs
on the branches of the pine-scented behemoths.
The anticipation of Christmas morning grew once the tree was up in the living
room. By Christmas Eve I was bursting with excitement. I remember getting out
of bed on Christmas Eve and sneaking up to the wooden railings of the staircase.
I put my face through the railing to try and see what my dad was putting together
in the den. I also thought maybe the noise I heard was Santa Claus! I caught a
glimpse and think it was a racetrack my dad was building. He heard the creak of
the floor and called out to see if I was there. I scrambled back to bed with
expectations of a wonderful day ahead.
It occurred to me that perhaps living with pregnant anticipation of what God is
already doing and what God is about to do is similar to where we are called to be
as Christians during the season of Advent. From December 3rd through
December 24th we will be reading Scriptures that tell of the great anticipation of
ancient Israel for a Messiah as well as the expectation of the early Christian
community who waited eagerly for Jesus’ second coming (Advent means
“coming”).
So as we read these texts and light candles on the Advent wreath that symbolize
hope, peace, joy and love we are reminded of the faithfulness of God. As we
light the candles we do so with a longing for when hope, peace, joy and love are
not mere sentiments. Instead they are states of being in which we dwell because
of the power of the Risen Christ. God through Christ is present and will
continue to arrive in new ways as the light of the world. Christ is the light of the
world that shines in the darkness and as John’s gospel said “Darkness did not
overcome it”.
This is good news for us as we await a Kingdom of God that somehow seems as
far away as it ever has. All the while it is already present within us. I invite us to
hold in tension the work of God in the here and now alongside the anticipation of
God returning. I pray we have a blessed Advent and see glimpses of what God is
putting together and we go to bed each night eagerly awaiting the gift of the day
ahead.
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting November 14, 2017. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer, and
Emily Spriggs offered a devotional reading.
Cindy Chesnut led a short instruction on the use of the new AED (automatic external defibrillator) in event that someone
suffers cardiac arrest while in the church building.
Finance Committee report:



The financial report for October 31st showed a total income of $148,437 and total expenses of $144,552, giving a
balance of $3,885.
Chuck McMahon presented the following information concerning the Roof Fund: the remaining balance owed on the
New Carlisle Federal loan for the “Roof Fund” is $7,835.94, due at the end of 2018. The current amount in the Roof
Fund is $925.25. The committee moved, and session unanimously approved, adding $6,910.69 from interest earned on
the Allstate investments to the $925.25 currently in the Roof Fund and paying off the New Carlisle Federal loan, before
the end of 2017.
Property Committee report:



New carpet was installed in the lower level stairway and hall.

On November 9th, the fire suppression system above the ranges in the kitchen, all fire extinguishers, and all exit signs
were inspected.
The next stated meeting of Session is December 19, 2017 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Note from the Treasurer…
We just paid off the “Roof Repair” loan
early. Continued contributions and growth in
invested endowment funds from previous gifts,
and being good stewards of those gifts
prompted this to happen. The original payoff
date was 9/21/2020.

Sunday, December 3 is the
deadline to submit order forms for
Christmas poinsettias. Please turn
in your order forms with checks
made payable to Northminster
Presbyterian Church.

There are many ways in which you might
consider adding to this Endowment. There are
tax benefits to consider, and the wonderful
benefit of knowing that you have made an act of
faith for the perpetual benefit of your church
and your community. Now is a good time to
include Northminster in your will. If you have
questions, contact Dwight, myself, or any
member of session. Have a great day.
Bill Harrison, Treasurer
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Property Committee Report
The property committee continues to be busy keeping the church in good condition.
The items we have fixed or installed are as follows:
*New vinyl flooring was installed in the lower kitchen to match the tile in the lower Family Room.
*New carpet was installed in the Nursery, the stairwell and hallway leading to the downstairs
*New push door stops and a lock were added to the storage shed on the hill after someone tried to
break into it
*The drain for the sump pump that takes care of the ground water around the building has been
repaired
*The garage was straightened out and cleaned
*Two new cabinets were installed along with a counter top in the lower kitchen, replacing
one broken cabinet
*White rock was added to the side of the walkway from the parking lot to the Family room
to eliminate continually replacing the mulch that gets washed away by the rain
*Straightening out the store rooms, keeping them in an orderly fashion and safe from
fire and accidents
*A continuing process of changing light bulbs on the interior and exterior of the building
*Koorsen Fire Protection & Security inspected all the fire extinguishers , exit signs and evacuation
areas and procedures of which all have passed
A BIG thanks goes out to Emily Spriggs, Cindy Arnold, Ron Reid, Chris Reid, and Richard Bierley for all
their hard work and dedication in keeping the Church in good condition.
Respectfully Submitted,
Robert Triebelhorn
Committee Chair Person
Happy Birthday to:

Happy Anniversary to:
18th - Don and Donna Rankin
25th - Dave and Anne Hines

Terry Dersch
Janet Hooper
Debbie Dodds
Nancy Baker
Stella Spriggs
Tammy Hickman
Terry Rigio
Betty Rower
Larry Hines

December 1
December 2
December 3
December 14
December 18
December 19
December 27
December 27
December 31
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Co-Moderators……………………………………………………………………………… Terry Rigio
Secretary………………………...…………………………………………………………. June Hughes
Treasurer…...…………….………………………………………………………………… Judy Heaton

The Presbyterian Women would
like to thank all the members who
helped make the bazaar such a
success. We cleared $6,750.58!
We appreciate all of the efforts
that made this year’s bazaar such
a success.
Debbie and Gretchen

The board would like to take this opportunity to
invite any woman from the church who is
interested in becoming a part of this group to
contact a member of the board. We are always
excited to have new, fresh ideas. .

Next P.W. Board Meeting
Monday, December 4
10 a.m.
in the Library

Thank you for the tremendous
support and donations for the
Bake Sale. Best year ever!!!
Nancy Baker
ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Monday
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Day: Monday, December 11
At Northminster

RUTH CIRCLE
Meets 2nd Thursday
Leader: Joyce Carpenter

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Day: Thursday, December 14

Hostesses: Emily Spriggs &
Nancy Baker

Time: TBA

Program: Christmas Party
Gift exchange—Games Appetizers—Light Dessert

Program: Luncheon at a
Restaurant
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The Stranger
A Christmas Poem by Randall W. Ark
It wasn’t very long ago, that a stranger passed this way.
He said he used to live ‘round here, when he had a place to stay.
I asked him what his business was, his eyes they looked so clear
He said, “I’m here for a birthday, to celebrate this year.”
We went to many stores and shops and walked all over town
The ‘Stranger’ never tired a bit, but I was wearing down
We looked at trees and lights and things, and wrappings with their bows
All kinds of presents everywhere and even mistletoe
I wondered, after all this time, the reason for our quest
Had not the ‘Stranger’ seen enough, this was Christmas at its’ best
The malls were brimming full of people, garland hanging everywhere
And people shouting “Merry Christmas”, songs of yuletide filled the air
The ‘Stranger’ paused and then he asked, “Where is it that the Christ child lay?
He used to be here in this town, but I haven’t seen Him yet today.
I haven’t seen the guiding star or shepherds with their sheep
And where’s the scene at Bethlehem with Jesus fast asleep.
Where’s the promise of our Father, and the hope of all mankind
I can see no Christmas message here, only price-cuts on the signs.”
The Stranger paused and looked so sad, I wondered where he’d been
“You won’t find Jesus here”, I said, “there’s no room in stores for Him”.
“Jesus isn’t good for business, it’s just as well He leave,
Just what did you expect to find, in stores on Christmas Eve?”
The ‘Stranger’ stood and said to me, “I’ll tell you of this season.
You enjoy all the thrills of Christmas, but you forgot about the reason.”
I watched Him walk away from me, and then I yelled from far behind
Hey, whose birthday are you celebrating?
And the ‘Stranger’ answered, . . . . . . . . . . . .
“Mine”.

Submitted by: Judy Heaton
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ACTIVITIES, WORSHIP, & NEWS
Gift Bags for our Shut-In Church Members
The Deacons will be filling Christmas bags for our shut-ins on Sunday,
December 10, after church. During your December Christmas baking, would you
please save one dozen of your cookies to bring to church on that Sunday, to share
with our shut-ins? Thanks!
The Deacons will be serving brunch to the congregation on Sunday,
December 17, immediately following the church service. Joe Stalder, our
chef, will be preparing egg and cheese casserole and egg, cheese and sausage
casserole. The Deacons will provide coffee cake and other pastries, fruit, and
drinks (coffee, tea, milk). Please sign the sheet in the Family Room by the
side door if you plan to attend.

ROCKING HORSE CENTER has given our church a family with five
children to give gifts to for Christmas. Nate and Kate Smith have
organized this project. Please choose a gift(s) you would like to purchase
and return it wrapped and tagged by Sunday, December 3.

Contemplative Prayer Study starting January 15, 2018
6:00—7:00 p.m. Purchase “Into the Silent Land” by
Martin Laird for the class.

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Sunday, December 24 ~ 6:00 p.m.
Come worship with us on Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. to celebrate the birth of our
Savior with a Service of Lessons and Carols. Join your voice with ours as we sing
Christmas Carols and tell the story of Jesus’ birth through the reading of Scripture.

Since our last “Welcome New Members” article, we’ve
welcomed two new members to our church family. Please
welcome these new folks to our congregation:
Jim and Lois Callam

2017 ANNUAL REPORT
Please submit information to be included in the annual report to the office by
December 31st.

December 2017
Northminster Presbyterian Church ~ Springfield Ohio
www.northminsterspringfield.org

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6:00 PW
Christmas Dinner

2
Noon—2:00
Spfld.Arts Council
Youth Comedy class
5:30 Advent Potluck

3
Hanging of the Greens
following worship

4
9:30 Young Woman’s
Mission
10:00 PW Board mtg.

5
10:30 Bible Study
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 Mission Comm.

6
9:30 Forest Glen
10:00 Outreach Comm
5:30 Music/Worship
6:00 Bells
7:15 Choir

7
6:00 Dulcimer Club

8

9
Clifton Avenue Breakfast
Noon—2:00
Spfld. Arts Council

10
Deacons Shut-ins Bags
2:30 Recital

11
6:00 Esther Circle
Christmas Party

12
10:30 Bible Study
6:00 Finance Committee
7:00 Property Committee

13
6:00 Bells
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

14
Ruth Circle Luncheon

15

16

17
Newsletter Deadline
Deacons Brunch after worship

18

19
10:30 Bible Study
5:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Session

20
6:00 Bells
7:15 Choir

21

22

23

24
10:00 Morning Worship
6:00 Christmas Eve Worship
____________________________
31
New Year’s Eve

25
Christmas

26
No Bible Study

27
6:00 Bells
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

28

29

30
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December 2017
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 4
December 5
December 6
December 6
December 7
December 9
December 10
December 11
December 12
December 12
December 14
December 17
December 19
December 24
December 25

PW Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Advent Potluck 5:30 p.m.
Hanging of the Greens after worship
Young Woman’s Mission 9:30 a.m.
PW Board Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Mission Committee 6:30 p.m.
Outreach Committee 10:00 a.m.
Music & Worship Comm.5:30
Dulcimer Club 6:00 p.m.
Clifton Ave. Breakfast
Deacon’s Shut-In’s Bags
Esther Circle 6:00 p.m.
Finance Committee 6:00 p.m.
Property Committee 7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle Luncheon
Deacon’s Brunch
Session meeting 7:00 p.m.
Morning worship 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Worship 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day—No worship service
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11
.

