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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank You                                               
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor 

Luke 1:48-55 
46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble 
estate of his servant. 
    For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
    and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
The wonder of a life growing within the womb of a mother is a part of 
the picture of pregnancy. However, I’ve been told (and witnessed in 
Sarah) not everything about pregnancy is pleasant. Swelling, cravings, 
mood swings, and the sheer discomfort of carrying another life within 
your body tend to ground one in reality. 
So while we sing of “Mary meek and mild” and love the softer images 
of the birth of Jesus, Mary, mother of Jesus, faced challenges. She had 
to give birth during the first century, in a stable, with a man who was 
not yet her husband. Her surroundings were a far cry from the “birthing 
suites” of current day maternity wards.  
Just as pregnancy holds blessings and challenges, so too does this text 
from Luke’s gospel. The passage is often referred to as                      
“The Magnificat” because of the first words of the Latin translation of 
this passage “my soul magnifies the Lord”.  
The text begins with Mary praising God for the favor of being the moth-
er of our Lord Jesus. The tone is one of joy, wonder, and awe. However, 
a shift takes place a few verses into the text. 
(continued on following page) 
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LeaAnn Hoefer  January 2 
Denise Molnar  January 4 
Doris De Mers  January 5 
Norine Kmett  January 5 
Gary Molnar  January 7 
Butch Dodds  January 10 

Frank Sparks  January 10 
Russell Des Combes January 15 
Wayne Maurer  January 17 
Jean Myers  January 17 
Phoebe McCormick January 18 

Elise Spriggs  January 18 
Barb Aker  January 20 
John Roberts  January 21 
Clyde Fromm              January 22 
Jim Griffin  January 22 
Cindy Chesnut  January 27 
Mindy Twiggs  January 29 
Janet Digel-Koerner January 30 
 

Pastor’s message continued . . . . . 

Beginning with verse 51 Mary proclaims a prophetic word. The 
God whose name Mary is magnifying from her soul is now    
described as scattering the proud, bringing down the mighty 
from their thrones, and exalting those humble in estate. She   
described God as filling the hungry with good things and the rich 
are being sent away empty. Jesus, even in the womb, is being 
described as one who would turn the world and its values on 
their head. 
Mary’s words ring true with the message and ministry of Jesus 
as it is described in the rest of Luke’s Gospel. In Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus told a parable of a rich man and a beggar named Lazarus.  
The beggar is comforted in the afterlife and the rich man is in 
torment (in part we can conclude from the text due to ignoring 
the poor man at his doorstep). Two chapters later (Luke 18:18-
30) Jesus told a young ruler “sell all that you have and give it to 
the poor” and “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” Wealth presents unique challenges to people who follow 
Jesus. 
The danger is that the wealthier we become, the less we         
recognize our need for the love of God. Not too far behind    
viewing ourselves as self-sufficient, we can fall into apathy    
toward those in need and that can devolve into contempt for the 
poor. We begin to view those without material wealth as less 
than us, dehumanizing them.  
This is sinful and wrong. In God’s realm (the Kingdom of God) 
it is not material wealth or powerful stances or lofty positions 
that matter. In the Kingdom of God what matters is how we treat 
people. If we are humble, we recognize that we truly need God’s 
love and forgiveness in order to be able to love others. If we are 
being true to the calling placed on followers of Jesus, then we 
will value the ability to live in loving relationships above the 
skill of acquiring wealth. This may be more challenging in 2017.  
I invite us to submit our wills and lives over to God daily. This 
will give us discernment and strength as we seek to be a part of 
the Kingdom of God as it is already, and will help us wait with 
joyful anticipation the Kingdom of God that is not yet. May God 
bless us with wisdom in the coming year and with the strength to 
love. 

Dwight 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Bible study at the Creager’s will  resume 

Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30. 

 

 

 

 

Joe & Marta Stalder—January 26th 
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Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Thank you to all who donated items to the Forest Glen Secret Santa Shop. The residents very much         
appreciated being able to “shop” for family and friends right there in the health center and have their gifts 
wrapped and ready for giving. The caregivers at Forest Glen were also appreciative and told us how much 

this adds to the Christmas season for their residents.  
 

Christmas Joy Offering 
Thank you to those who gave to the Christmas Joy Offering.   $443 was collected for this offering. 

 
Souper Bowl Sunday 

Once again this year we are asking that you bring in cans of soup on the NFL’s Super Bowl Sunday, which 
falls on February 5th. The soup will be donated to the food pantry at the Clifton Avenue Church of God. 

 
 

    
 Also on Souper Bowl Sunday, Febru- ary 5th at 11:30, we will have our first annual 
Chili Cook-Off            Competition.  All chili chefs bring your chili (in a crock pot) to church for lunch and 

voting.  Yes, there will be a prize!  The deacons will provide cornbread, salad, drinks, and a crock pot of 
chicken and noodles for non-chili people.  If you aren’t bringing chili, please bring a dessert if you are able.   

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 
This past year has certainly been filled with many surprises pertaining to maintaining the church, 

i.e.  sealing and striping the parking lot, repairing the damaged lights at the entrance off Villa 
Road (twice), replacing the Sanctuary window, repairing the beam, replacing the slanted roof 
over the  Sanctuary and all of the flat roof over the family room, kitchen and narthex and rest 

rooms, replacing all the emergency exit signs with Led lights, installing two new furnaces in the 
lower level, replacing a motor on the furnace for the Sanctuary, sprucing up the area by the 

bridge with new shrubs and  repairing the damaged boards on the bridge, giving the Narthex a 
face lift, replacing the ceiling in the family room, Narthex and restrooms, painting all the exterior 
doors, repairing the entrance doors so they would shut and lock on their own, removing the dead 

crab apple trees off the parking lot,  installing new exterior baseboard and damage trim on the 
garage, upgrading the security system for the exterior of the church. 

 Due to the infestation of the wasps, carpenter bees, and other insects in the sanctuary, and over 
the choir room and loft areas, the church was sprayed by Terminex, to exterminate those present 
and to rid them in the immediate future from coming into the church.  Then Saber Engineering 

was used to replace the fascia boards that were damaged by the carpenter bees or that were      
rotting.  They were then wrapped on the bottom and rear of the boards to eliminate the carpenter 

bees from drilling holes into the board, allowing the wasps and other insects to enter.  
With all that has been done to the church in this past year to keep it in good shape, we hope the      

repairs in the New Year will be minimal. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robert Triebelhorn, Property Chair 
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Session Highlights 
The Session met in stated meeting December 20, 2016.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer 
and Carl Ahlm then offered a short devotion.  
Pastor’s Report:  Rev. McCormick reported that he will be taking time off January 2nd through the 9th.  The Rev. 
Marcy Bain will be guest preacher on January 8th. 
Finance Committee: 
*     The Committee recommended and Session approved the following memorial gift list for 2017: Automated   
External Defibrillator (AED) device, approximately $1400; hearing aid sound loop system, approximately $3000 to 
$6000; commercial gas range in main kitchen, approximately $3500; new carpeting in the sanctuary and family 
room, price estimate pending; LED digital sign at Northminster’s entrance drive, approximately $10,000; and trees 
(10, to be selected by Property Committee) to line the entry drive, $250/tree. 
*     The Committee recommended and Session approved the consolidation and transfer of several small accounts, 
not currently being used, to the Capital improvements account. 
 
Session approved a motion from the Worship committee to serve communion at the Christmas Eve service on    
December 24th, 2016. 
 
Session approved the January 15th worship service for the ordination and installation of deacons and elders. 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting is set for January 29, 2017 immediately after worship.   
 
The next stated meeting of Session is January 17, 2017 at 7:00 PM. 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
   

Annual Congregational Meeting 
The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, January 29th immediately following       
worship. The purpose of the meeting is to: Receive 
2017 operating budget, annual report, and vote on 
the 2017 Pastor’s Terms of Call. 
 

   PER CAPITA & INITIAL OFFERING 
Each year Northminster pays a per capita amount 
based on the number of members in the congregation.  
This money is used to support the work of the      
Presbyterian Church’s governing bodies - the       
Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly.  
 
The 2017 per capita amount is $40.00.  
When members pay their own per capita apportion-
ment, this amount need not come from the church’s 
operating budget.  The per capita envelope (blue) is 
included in the box with your offering envelopes. The 
initial offering envelope (yellow) is also included in 
the offering envelope box. This offering is used to 
help cover the cost of the envelopes each year.   

 
 
 
 
 

Some thoughts from the Treasurer 
At the end of a year, many of us think about charitable giving and 
what would Northminster do with my gift.  Any size gift would end 
up in our endowment fund when not designated for a cause.  Our 
endowment fund helps insure the future security of Northminster.  
Currently the endowment fund is collateral for our “Roof Repair” 
loan and helped us to secure a low interest rate.   
If a donator desires to support something specific, session has an 
approved list of church improvements that cannot be included in the 
budget.  The list is as follows:  
New carpet in the Sanctuary and Family Room - approx. $ ???? 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) device - approx. $1,400 
Hearing-Aid Sound loop (Materials & Installation) - approx. $3,000 
to $6,000 
LED Digital Sign at Northminster entrance - approx. $10,000 
Commercial Gas Stove in main Kitchen – approx. $3,500 
Session may change the list as our needs change.   
 
 Bill Harrison, Treasurer 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 

9:30 Young Women’s 
10:00 PW 

3 
10:30 Bible Study 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Mission Comm. 
6:30 Shouvlin Center 

4 
5:30 Music/Worship 
6:00 Bells 
7:15 Choir 

5 
6:00 Dulcimer Club 
 

6 
 

7 

8 9 
 

 
 

10 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:00 Finance Comm. 
7:00 Property Comm. 
 
 
 

11 
6:00 Bells 
7:15 Choir  
 

12 
11:30 Ruth Circle 

13 
11:30 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Luncheon 
Hollenbeck Bayley 
 

14 

15 
Ordination/
Installation of        
Deacons and Elders 

16 
Newsletter Deadline 

17 
10:30 Bible Study 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Bible Study 
7:00 Session 

18 
6:00 Bells 
7:15 Choir 

19 20 21 
Clifton Avenue 
Breakfast 

22 

 

23 
6:30 Quilt Guild 
 

24 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:30 Bible Study 

25 
6:00 Bells 
7:15 Choir 

26 27 
 

28 

29 
Congregational 
Meeting after 
worship 

30 
 

31 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:30 Bible Study 

    

       



             

   January 2017 
 January 2  Young Women’s & PW 
 January 3  Mission Committee 
    Building Respect—Room 105 
    Shouvlin Center at Wittenberg 
 January 5  Music/Worship Comm. 
 January 10  Finance  & Property  Comm.  
 January 12  Ruth Circle 
 January 13  Martin Luther King, Jr.  
    Luncheon—Hollenbeck Bayley 
           January 15      

Ordination/Installation of 
              Deacons and Elders 
           January 16             Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
                         Newsletter Deadline 
                      January 17       Session Meeting 
           January 21      Clifton Avenue Breakfast 
           January 23      Quilt Guild  
           January 29     Annual Congregational Meeting 
     

“There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he must take it  
because conscience tells him it is right.” — Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
NORTHMINSTER’S PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ and learn to follow the way of Jesus. 
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