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How biblically literate are you? Do you know
how many books are in the Bible? How many
are in the New Testament? How many are in
the Old Testament? Can you name the books of
the Bible in order as they appear in the text? If
you don’t know, that isn’t something to be
ashamed of because many Christians, while we
profess faith, do not read or know the Bible. The Bible remains one of the bestselling, but least read books in the world. The good news is that can change with
only a little bit of effort on our part. It is a good idea for us to read Scriptures
daily as a means of learning more about what it means be a follower of Jesus. So
let’s do that as a congregation.
I invite you to include the Bible among the books you check out over the next
several months as part of your summer reading. Not all of the books are pageturners (Leviticus and Deuteronomy for instance). Not everything you read is
pleasant or easily understood (Ezekiel and Revelation are quite the challenge). If
you are new to reading the Bible, I invite you to start with the Gospels:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Next, you could look at the shorter letters
attributed to the Apostle Paul: Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.
Then you could move on to Acts. There are several “Read the Bible in one year”
plans you can look up online and follow. Find one and follow it. If you would like
help finding one, ask me and I’ll help you.
We believe that when we read Scripture the Holy Spirit is present with us and
teaches us. The Spirit gives us insights into the Scripture and into our faith that
we receive by the power of God. It may seem intimidating, or you may not know
why it is necessary to read the Bible if you’ve gotten to this point in life and not
made it a practice. I promise you that if you add Bible reading as a practice to
your day that you will know more about God and you will develop in your
relationship with God as a result.
I’m going to join you and remember to make sure I study the Bible not only for
sermon preparation, but also as a devotional practice. I sometimes forget and my
life is not as filled with gratitude or Spirit when I do. What books do you look
forward to reading most? Are there some that baffle you? Do you have questions?
Ask me and if I don’t know I’ll help look up the answer or admit that it is a
mystery only God knows. Please share with me if you plan to add this as a
devotional practice over the summer and we can encourage each other along The
Way. Peace of Christ be with you.
Dwight
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting April 18, 2017. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer and a
devotional reading.
Discussion of ideas from Transforming Congregational Culture continued. Several session members expressed the
desire to see more “small groups” in the congregation. One suggestion was to have a group focus on a specific
“project” (such as a mission project); the group would work together until that task was finished, then dissolve or
move on to another project. Another idea was to facilitate the swapping of items one member may need and
another member no longer needs.
Finance Committee:
The financial report as of March 31 was distributed and showed total receipts of $ 45,308.13 and total expenses
of $ 42,870.69, producing a balance of $ 2,437.44.
The pastor reported that the committee is considering two models for the stewardship campaign. They have asked
session to provide vision (goals) as a focus for the campaign.
Session considered the second draft of a “Child and Youth Protection Policy”, making two minor changes in
wording. On motion/second, session unanimously approved the policy as amended. The policy will be made
known to each board, committee, and group in the church; it will be published in the newsletter and will be on file
in the office.
The next stated meeting of Session is May 16, 2017 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Happy Birthday to:

Kevin Creager
Gini Collins
Jerilyn Hines
Ryan Hooper
Diana Harrison
Helen Parker
Christine Sherry

May 3
May 8
May 16
May 16
May 27
May 29
May 31

Please let us know if we do not have your
birthday on file. We love to celebrate YOU!

May 4th

Donald and June Hughes
(1991)

May 7th

Bill and Barbara Benston

May 18th

Andrew and Kristen
Wheeler

May 31st

Chuck and Lisa Mansfield
(1980)
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PW SPRING DINNER

The date is Friday, May 5th at
6:00 p.m. This will be a Mexican
Fiesta! The menu and sign up
sheet are posted in the family
room. The cost of the dinner is
$7.00 per person. The last day to
sign up is Sunday, April 30th.
Please add your name to the list
for a reservation.

COMMUNIT Y MEAL

Northminster’s May Community
Meal will take place on
Wednesday, May 31 at 5:30 p.m.
Please spread the word to anyone
you see! The meal is free of charge
and open to anyone in the
community.
If you are interested/willing to
host this meal, please contact
someone from the Outreach
Committee. A simple entrée,
salad, bread item, and dessert for
40 people is all that’s needed.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

DAYTON DRAGONS GAME Don’t
forget to sign up if you are interested in
seeing the Dayton Dragons on Tuesday,
June 13th, at 7:00 p.m. The special
discount rate of $16 per person includes
your ticket, a Dayton Dragons hat, and a meal voucher.
Sign up sheet is located near the door to the family room.
Make checks payable to Northminster and place in the
offering plate or turn in to the office. As we need a final
head count at least a month before the game, we are asking
that you sign up by Sunday, May 7. ALL ARE INVITED!!!!

In the hallway outside the family room restrooms, a board will be
available so that members are able to post items they either need,
or no longer need. Please post any requests you have, or items
you no longer need but think someone else may. Give idle “stuff ”
a second life!
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
P.W. News
Presbyterian Women have received several letters
of appreciation from the agencies that received
donations from the Bazaar proceeds. Again we
thank all the members for their support of this
event. We are truly blessed to be able to support
our community in this way. And speaking of the
bazaar, the craft workers are again hard at work
preparing for this year's bazaar. We hope to make
it another big event for the church and community.
If anyone in the church has any old Christmas
trees, greenery, or craft supplies that could be
useful to the craft workers, please talk with
Gretchen Green. They can use any that you could
spare. The craft workers meet each Tuesday at
9:30 a.m. Come and join them. I understand they
have a great time.
A big "Thank You " in advance to Esther Circle for
hosting the spring dinner for the P.W. It sounds
like it will be a good time for everyone. It is on
May 5th. Please make plans to attend and join in
on the fun.
Presbyterian Women are always looking for new
ideas for events or activities that might benefit the
church or community. If you have any ideas,
please talk with a member of the board or come to
a meeting. We meet the first Monday of each
month at 10:00 at the church. The members of the
board are: Joan Generous, Nancy Baker, Debbie
Dodds, Judy Heaton, June Hughes, and Terry
Rigio.

Co-Moderators…Joan Generous & June Hughes
Secretary…….….……....……..… Terry Rigio
Treasurer…….…………...………Judy Heaton
ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Monday, May 8
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Details: Restaurant
Hostess: Janet Digel-Koerner
RUTH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, May 11
Time: 11:30 Luncheon

Bazaar Workshop

Calling all ladies who love crafts! The
Bazaar Workshop needs you! We need your
help to help make crafts for the Christmas
Bazaar in November. You don’t have to be
good at crafting, just show up and help out!
The Bazaar Workshop meets every Tuesday
morning at 9:30 in the basement Community
Room.
Questions: Gretchen Green at 342-1755

New ideas and new helpers
are welcome!

N EXT

P. W.

B OARD M EETING
M ONDAY , M AY 1
10:00

AM

P.W. Women’s Meeting on May 6th
at 9:30 a.m.—Open to all women.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to
share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the
world by providing relief to those affected by natural
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to
empower the poor and oppressed. Thank you for your gift to
The One Great Hour of Sharing. $1,297.00 was collected on
Easter Sunday!
WATERSTEP SHOE DRIVE
Yes, the WaterStep Shoe Drive is fast approaching! Don’t
forget to save those shoes for this Mission Committee Project
in August—any size—any condition—any style. Let’s make
this year’s collection as big a success as the last two years!

PENTECOST OFFERING will be collected June 4. Of this offering:
40% will be donated to The Promise Neighborhood here in Springfield
60% will go to the Presbyterian Mission Agency
Of that percentage:
25% will go to programs that bring young adults together in fellowship, worship,
and service
25% will help in ministries that guide youth in their walk with Christ
10% will go to child advocacy that protects and nurtures children and youth in mind, body,
and spirit
Sara Arnott, Mission Committee
MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE
The Music and Worship Committee is looking for a few good people to help
with decorations for our special Pentecost service on June 4th. Chairman
Julie Griffin will be hosting origami parties tentatively scheduled for
Thursday, May 25th and Tuesday, May 30th to prepare. You need not be
skilled in origami to come. We will be using simple patterns and there are
several great teachers among us. Please call Julie at 390-7893 or
937-408-8259. Please leave a message if necessary.
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Moderator—Ruth George
Co-Moderator/Treasurer—
Sue Creager
Secretary—Emily Aldinger

Deacons’ will meet for a very brief meeting following worship
on May 7th in the Library.

Class of 2017
Ruth George
Sue Creager
Cathy Reid

Class of 2018
Joe Stalder
Emily Aldinger
Cindy Arnold

Class of 2019
Lindy McMahon
Mary Smith
Adam Stout

session
Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month.
The next stated meeting of Session will be May 16th at
7:00 P.M.

Class of 2017
Class of 2018
Bob Triebelhorn Chuck McMahon
Nancy Baker
Carl Ahlm
Virginia Collins
Lois Shroyer
Emily Spriggs
Mike
Blumenshein

GREETERS
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Class of 2019
Debbie Dodds
Judy Heaton
Jim Griffin
Terry Rigio

Ushers and Greeters in May
John Emerich
Marilyn Scheiderer
Elinor Morgan
Donna Sebastian

Carol Emerich
(needs filled)
Paula Feldner
(needs filled)

(needs filled)
(needs filled)
(needs filled)
(needs filled)

(needs filled)
(needs filled)
(needs filled)
(needs filled)

USHERS
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Thank you for filling up the Greeter slots in May! If you are
able to fill the Usher spots for May, please sign up! Thank you!

Northminster’s Endowment Fund was built by
gifts, large and small, from our members who have
gone before us. They have given for so many
personal reasons: to make perpetual their personal
participation in the congregation's work in this
community; because they knew that our
inspirational place of worship can never be
replaced at future costs and so must be maintained
with help from those who have built and loved it in
the past; or because they know that our aspirations
for outreach funds may always be just beyond reach
and that an endowment gift's additions will
therefore always be needed and put to the best
possible use.
There are many ways in which you might consider
adding to this Endowment. There are tax benefits
to consider, and the wonderful benefit of knowing
that you have made an act of faith for the perpetual
benefit of your church and your community. Now
is a good time to include Northminster in your will.
If you have questions, contact Dwight, myself, or
any member of Session. Have a great day.
Bill Harrison, Treasurer
Café in May
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Susan Dersch
Chuck & Lindy McMahon
Gretchen Green
(needs filled)

Thank you to all those who
have filled the May dates! If
you have not hosted Café
before, and would like to know
how, please talk to a member
of the Mission Committee.
Thank you!
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Northminster Presbyterian Church
Springfield, OH

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:00 PW Board
6:30 p.m. SCT

2
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
6:30 Dys.Dev.
6:30 Mission Mtg

3
4
10:00 Outreach Mtg 6:00 Dulcimer
5:30 Music/Worship Club
6:30 SCT
7:15 Choir

5
6:00 P.W. Spring
Dinner

6
9:30 PW Women’s
Meeting

8
6:30 Esther Circle
6:30 SCT

9
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
6:00 Finance Mtg
6:30 SCT
7:00 Property Mtg

10
6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 SCT
7:15 Choir

11
11:30 Ruth Circle

12

13

14
Mother’s Day

15

16
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
5:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Session Mtg

17
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

18

19

20
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

21

22
6:30 Quilt Guild

23
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
6:30 Dys.Dev.

24
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

25

26

27

28

29
Memorial Day
Office Closed

30
9”30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
6:30 Dys.Dev.

31
5:30 Community
Meal
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

*SCT—Springfield
Civic Theatre
7
Communion
Deacon’s Meeting
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May 1

P.W. Board Meeting—10:00 a.m.

May 2
May 3

Mission Meeting—6:30 p.m.
Outreach Meeting—10:00 a.m.
Music/Worship Meeting—5:30 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.
P.W. Spring Dinner—6:00 p.m.
P.W. Women’s Meeting—9:30 a.m.
Esther Circle—Hostess: Janet Digel 6:30 p.m.
Finance Meeting—6:00 p.m.
Property Meeting—7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle Luncheon—11:30 a.m.
Happy Mother’s Day
Session Meeting—7:00 p.m..
Clifton Avenue Breakfast
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
Memorial Day—Office Closed
Community Meal—5:30 p.m.

May 4
May 5
May 6
May 8
May 9
May 11
May 14
May 16
May 20
May 22
May 29
May 31

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

