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I get to perform standup comedy in rooms where
I am not only the sole white comic on the show I
am often the only white person in the room. I
joke on stage that the black comics always make
me feel welcome. “They even gave me a
nickname, ‘Token’ .”
It is a privilege I have because I have made some black friends in the
comedy community and because I am funny. It is interesting to me
how openly race can be discussed from a comedy stage but less so
from a pulpit. Don’t get me wrong. Talking about race on stage is
precarious. I’ve told jokes that made a table full of black folks leave a
bar in Lexington KY because they were not comfortable with the way
I was approaching it.
If recent events regarding the NFL and National Anthem are any
indication of the tone of race discussions, then it is clear there is no
comfortable way of approaching the topic. The issue will not be going
away because racism is not only alive and well but has re-emerged
like a disease that was in remission. The factors contributing to it are
too complex for me to unpack it in 500 or fewer words. However, I
am compelled to say that remaining silent on the sin of racism and a
need for repentance from it is being complicit in the problem.
Being a mostly white congregation we do not have to address the
topic. What I mean is many of us could never discuss racism and it
would not affect our daily lives in any way. This is especially true
because many of us only interact with people of other races in settings
not related to friendships or family.
During the month of October at Northminster we are focusing on The
Protestant Reformation that we say began with Luther nailing 97
theses to the door of a church proclaiming a call for change and
repentance. I want us to think alongside our learning about that history
how God may be reforming our hearts and minds to think about racial
history too. I challenge us to think about what a mostly white
denomination that cares about people of other cultures in deeds and
words could look like. I challenge us to pray how God would have us
look honestly at our part in the sin of racism and show us what
repentance looks like individually and collectively.
There are many sins from which we need to repent. I admit I focus on
racism more because of friendships I’ve made and because of my own
need for repentance. Now when I bring up race it is not only because I
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
see it as an issue to be addressed, but as people who I know that are hurting. Instead of saying to black folks
“Why are you hurting? How can I help?” our white response is often 1) “Why can’t they just get over it?
2) “It is in the past” or 3) “I don’t see race.” I’ll answer those questions. 1)Because it is still an open
wound. 2) Yes a past from which we still have not repented and 3) Yes, I know, that’s part of the problem.
How may God be calling us to view race differently and form new opinions and behaviors? Have a
conversation with a black friend or make a black friend and listen to their experience. I promise you’ll never
be the same.
Dwight

Happy October Birthday to:
Rob Adams
Ruth George
Chuck Mansfield
Greg Veith
Susan Dersch
Kent Sherry
Carol Emerich
Cherie Lamborn
Ken Arnold
Barbara Benston
Charlie Myers
Sophie Spriggs
Irene Hughes
Dick White
Kate Smith

October 1
October 3
October 5
October 11
October 12
October 12
October 13
October 18
October 19
October 20
October 23
October 23
October 28
October 28
October 29

Greeters and Ushers are urgently needed to sign
up for future worship services. Please consider
checking the sign-up sheets and see where there
is a need. Thank you!

Grocery sacks for the Clifton Avenue Church of
God Food Pantry are available in the Family
Room on October 1, 8, and 15. Please return all
filled sacks to the grocery cart by Sunday,
October 22 for delivery to the Food Pantry.
Thank you for you generosity!
October 4th—Jim and Cherie Lamborn (1986)

Session Highlights
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The Session met in stated meeting September 19, 2017. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer, and
Nancy Baker offered a devotional reading.
Session met with and welcomed into membership Jim and Lois Callam. They will be received publicly during worship
on September 24th.
Finance Committee report:
Bill Harrison made a brief presentation/explanation of an investment strategy for Northminster’s endowment funds.
Session will act on this proposal at a later date.
The financial report for August 31st showed a total income of $117,520 and total expenses of $116,152, giving a
balance of $1,368.
Session approved the committee’s motion to make an additional payment of $1,500 on the principal of the Roof Fund
loan. The $1,500 had been donated for the Roof Fund.
Mission Ministry report:
On motions from MM, session approved giving the congregation’s portion of the Peace and Global Witness Offering to
the Springfield Peace Center; inviting Buzz Reed (director of Kirkmont) to give the “Minute for Mission” on October
8th, with a financial offering for Kirkmont being collected on October 15th; collecting another financial offering for
Kirkmont on March 4, 2018; and taking an “in kind” offering for Kirkmont on April 29, 2018.
The next stated meeting of Session is October 17, 2017 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our loan from New Carlisle Federal will be paid in full in early October 2018. I am
thankful for those who have continued to make payments for the roof repair. The end
is in sight! The time was shortened by a special gift that reduced the time by two
months.
Bill Harrison

We now have a traffic light in front of the church. There is a white
stop bar as you exit the church that is triggered by your vehicle being
on the bar. As long as you are on the bar, the stop bar will work and
change the light. If you are not close enough, it will not register. This
should allow for an easier exit from Northminster on Sunday mornings.

Rick Steves’ documentary “Luther and the Reformation” is being presented on
Sunday, October 15 at 3:00 p.m. at the High Street United Methodist Church, 230 E.
High St., Springfield, as part of their Sanctuary Series.
The Sanctuary Series is a monthly series of Sunday afternoon concerts and
entertainment events and runs through May 2018. Admission is free. Free-will
offerings to support the series will be accepted.
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Fall PW Congregational Dinner
October 13th at 6:00 - Cost $7.50

Moderator………………………..Terry Rigio
Secretary…….….……...... …….. June Hughes
Treasurer…….…………...………Judy Heaton

Entertainment by Pastor Dwight
Menu: Pork, Au gratin potatoes,
California blend veggies,
Applesauce and Pie
Please make your reservation by signing the
sheet on the board by the door in the Family Room.

The Annual Christmas Bazaar is fast
approaching! This year’s bazaar will
take place on Saturday,
November 4th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Many volunteers are needed to make
this event a success! The hardworking Bazaar Workshop ladies
need gracious
volunteers to help man the tables
during the event, to help in the Community Room with
the lunch, to help set-up for the Bazaar, to help tear
down after it’s over, and of course, to help bake goodies
for the Bake Sale.
Please contact Gretchen Green (937-342-1755) or the
church office if you’re able to help.
Baked goodies (pies, brownies, cookies, etc.) need to be
delivered to the church no later than Friday,
November 3rd, between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
This gives the ladies plenty of time to bag and price the
items.
Bazaar set up will begin Monday, October 30th at 6 p.m.
Greg will set up the tables, so the main job will be
getting everything down from the loft, and to and from
the basement, to where it needs to go in the Family
Room. The more help the better! If you’re able, please
join us on the 30th to lend a lend.
As always, those who are able are always welcome to
join the Bazaar Workshop on Tuesday mornings at 9:30
a.m. in the basement. This is where all those crafts are
born! Even if you’re not crafty, these ladies could use a
hand!

ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: October 9
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Hostesses: Cindy Chesnut, Anne Hines,
Marge Stumpf
RUTH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: October 12
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Hostesses: Joan Generous & Ruth Martin
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Kirkmont Offering
“Kirkmont Center is one of the best places on Earth.” So says many of those lucky people who have the
pleasure to attend one of Kirkmont’s camps, whether as a camper or a volunteer.
Hundreds of children attend camp every summer; and for the vast majority of those children, it is the
best week of the year.
Kirkmont needs your help to keep this little slice of heaven running. Your donation can go to any number
of things, including:
1 – Hiring a full-time camp director. This is the biggest priority for Kirkmont this year, as they have been
without a full time director since 2008. In an effort to recruit the best possible director, the Kirkmont
board has begun a fund that has raised $20,000 so far. Any addition to this fund would be greatly
appreciated.
2 – Campership Fund - These funds cover the fees for campers who are unable to pay.
3 – Capacity Fund - This year the main goal for the Capacity Fund is to replace aging canvas in some of
the cabents.
Between now and May 2018, you will have three opportunities to support Kirkmont’s ministry. On
October 15, 2017 and again on March 4, 2018, Northminster will be taking up a special cash offering in
support of Kirkmont. If you have a preference for where your donation goes, you may designate it to any
of the above funds Otherwise, Kirkmont will use it where it is most needed. On April 29, 2018, an in-kind
offering will be taken. (Watch for further information on what is needed in your March and April
newsletters and bulletins.)
Buzz Reed, currently acting director and board member, will kick off these offerings by presenting a
Minute for Mission on October 8. Also watch for a future display about Kirkmont and its programs.
Thank you for considering a donation to this amazing place where so many people have been able to find
the comfort of God. The hope is to keep Kirkmont Center running for years to come so many new people
may find comfort in it as well.
Emily Aldinger, for the Mission Committee
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PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
This offering will be collected on World Communion Sunday, October 1. Our church keeps and donates
locally 25% of the amount collected. This year that collection will go to the Springfield Peace Center. The
Springfield Peace Center builds peace by teaching skills to children and adults that empower them to offer
alternatives to violence, to promote harmony and to foster appreciations for diversity in every form.

SHOE DRIVE
A big thank you to those who donated shoes and those who worked the two Saturdays’ collecting, bagging,
and weighing the shoes. Through your effort we collected 5082 lbs. of shoes that have been donated to
WaterStep, who will turn these donations into pure, safe water for many people all over the world in need of it!

CHURCH OF GOD BREAKFAST
A big thank you goes out to Ruth George and Bob Triebelhorn for their dedication in doing the cooking for
their crew at the Clifton Avenue Church of God Breakfast since its beginning—a job well done! The Mission
Committee is looking for cooks to take over where they have left off. If you are interested, please call
Emily Spriggs at 399-1473.

ATTENTION KNITTERS IN OUR CONGREGATION!
We need help—we have the hat pattern—we have the yarn—we have the needles! We just need your busy
fingers to do the knitting! These hats are given out each year when cold weather hits at our Clifton Avenue
Church of God breakfasts. Please contact Emily Spriggs who can get you started on this important mission.

October 2017
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Springfield, OH

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2
9:30 Young Woman’s
Mission
10:00 PW Meeting

3
9:30 Bazaar Workshop
10:30 Bible Study
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 Mission Meeting
6:30 Dys.Devotions

4
10:00 Outreach Comm
5:30 Music & Worship
6:00 Bells
7:15 Choir

5
9-2 Homeschool
6:00 Dulcimer
Club

6

7

8

9
6:00 Grandview
Condo Assoc.
6:30 Esther Circle

10
9:30 Bazaar Workshop
10:30 Bible Study
6:00 Finance Comm.
7:00 Property Comm.

11
6:00 Bells
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

12
9-2 Homeschool
11:30 Ruth Circle

13
6:00 PW Dinner

14
1:00 Wittenberg
football game

15

16

17

18

19
9-2 Homeschool

20

21
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

22
Newsletter Deadline

23
6:30 Quilt Guild
7:00 Greenlawn
Condo Mtg.

24
9:30 Bazaar Workshop
10:30 Bible Study
6:30 Dys.Devotions
7:00 Argonne Homes

25
5:30 Community
Meal

26
9-2 Homeschool

27

28

30

31
9:30 Bazaar Workshop
10:30 Bible Study
6:30 Dys.Devotions

1
Communion
Deacons mtg.

29
Communion

9:30 Bazaar Workshop
10:30 Bible Study
5:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Session

6:00 Bells
7:15 Choir

6:00 Bells
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir
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October 1
October 2
October 2
October 3
October 4
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October 9
October 10
October 12
October 13
October 14
October 17
October 21
October 22
October 25
October 29

Communion
Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
Mission Committee—6:30 p.m.
Outreach Committee—10:00 a.m.
Music/Worship Comm.—5:30 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.
Esther Circle—6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee—6:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle—11:30 a.m.
PW Dinner—6:00 p.m.
Wittenberg game—1:00 p.m.
Session– 7:00 p.m.
Church of God Breakfast
November Newsletter Deadline
Community Meal—5:30 p.m.
Communion

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

