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I share the following article as a means of
reminding us of our identity as a church. I also
share it to remind us of our connection to our
larger denomination. We do not exist only at
400 Villa Road, but have ties to our
denomination, the Presbyterian Church USA.
The article comes from the Office of the
General Assembly Located in Louisville KY.
The General Assembly is the Presbyterian
governing body that consists of representatives
from Synods, Presbyteries and Sessions
throughout the Presbyterian Church USA. The Office of the General Assembly is a central location of staff working on behalf of the denomination to coordinate the ministries we share in the PC(USA).
While the article comes from a series directed at ruling elders, it pertains
to how every church member is called to live out our faith in community.
The series is called: Regarding ruling elders: a monthly series for
spiritual leaders. The author is the Rev. Dr. Joan S. Gray. She has served
as teaching elder in twelve congregations. She is the co-author of
Presbyterian Polity for Church Leaders, and the author of Spiritual
Leadership for Church Officers and Sailboat Church, all published by
Westminster/John Knox Press. Joan concluded a two-year term as
Moderator of the 217th General Assembly (2006) of the PC(USA) and
lives in midtown Atlanta. She writes as follows:
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The Body of Christ April 16, 2018
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Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
(I Corinthians 12:27)

David Hapner

Choir Director

In many ways the church looks pretty much like most organizations.
However, in one crucial respect we are essentially different: the church is
the body of Christ. The church exists because Jesus died and rose from
death for us. The 14th century writer Julian of Norwich captures
something of this amazing relationship in talking about Jesus as our
spiritual mother, giving birth to us on the cross. This is a bond of
intimacy, obedience, and love. Through his death and resurrection we are
collectively a new creation: the body of Christ. In this way, the church is
unique among organizations.
It is important to remember these truths because the church’s identity as
Christ’s body is not always easy to see. Sin and human failings cloud the
divine nature of the church. The mundane details of church life and
(continued on next page)
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank you,
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor
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leadership can numb us to the wonder and beauty of being the body of Christ in this world. In the press of getting things
done, we may slip into autopilot and begin to act as though the church is just another organization.
Helping the church remember its identity is at the heart of the session’s calling. We do this not only by what we do but
by how we do it. First, we do our work while remembering that we do not own the church. The Book of Order reminds
us that “God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his
body. The Church’s life and mission are a joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and work” (F-1.0201). No matter
how much we love our church, it is not really ours. The church belongs to Christ. In making decisions, we must always
be seeking God’s will, not our own.
We also reflect the unique identity of the church by the way we act toward each other as we do our work. John’s gospel
tells us that during the last supper with his disciples, Jesus rose from the table and began to wash and dry his disciples’
feet. In that day, household slaves usually did this rather distasteful task. When he finished, Jesus said to them, “So if I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an
example, that you also should do as I have done to you” (Jn.13:14–15). Paul tells the Philippians what this looks like:
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:3–5). Clearly, Jesus expected the quality of relationships in his body to be very different from the way
people generally treat each other in the world.
Clarence Jordan, founder of the Koinonia Farm, is said to have remarked that the church should be a demonstration plot
for the Kingdom of Heaven. A demonstration plot is a piece of ground planted with a particular kind of seed to show
farmers what they would get if they planted it in their fields. Jordan meant that people should be able to look at our
common life to see what God’s reign looks like. This is quite a responsibility, but it also includes a promise. When we
live into the church’s unique identity as the body of Christ, everyone can experience a taste of God’s will being done on
earth as it is in heaven.

Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting April 17, 2018. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with
prayer and offered a devotional reading. The Pastor then presented a video and led a discussion as part of
continuing education for session members.
The Pastor reported that he will be gone from May 24-June 6; half of this time will be vacation and half
will be continuing education. Rev. Arby Conn will provide pastoral care coverage and will preach on
May 27th.
Finance Committee report:
The financial report through March 31st showed year-to-date total income of $52,550 and total
expenses of $47,904, giving a balance of $4,646.
At the February 20, 2018 session meeting, session approved a motion from the Finance
Committee to begin transferring funds from the Allstate Investments (“Endowment”) Fund to
Vanguard Index Accounts as part of “A Simplified Investment Strategy for Northminster
Presbyterian Church”. The committee since learned that Vanguard required an “Institutional
Investors Organization Resolution Form” to be approved by session. Motion from the committee
to adopt a resolution to move funds invested in Allstate Investments to the Vanguard Index Funds
passed by unanimous voice vote.
The next stated meeting of Session is May 15, 2018 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus
Christ.
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A PENTECOST PICNIC will be held on May 20
in the shelter house (weather permitting) following
the church service. Thanks to the Hughes’, we have
a golf cart available for anyone who needs a ride.
The Deacons will provide hamburgers, brats, buns,
drinks, desserts, condiments, and table service. Our
own Joe Stalder will be our “Chief Griller”. Please
bring a side dish, such as vegetables, salad, potatoes,
fruit, etc. A sign up sheet is posted by the family
room door.

The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life
will be held this year on June 1, 6:00 p.m. to
midnight, at Wittenberg University. The
luminaria ceremony is an important part of this
event. It is a way to honor cancer survivors or
remember a loved one who lost their battle.
The Mission Committee will be selling
luminaries after church on May 6, 13, and 20.
A luminaria form is attached on the back of this
newsletter.

Clifton
PW will have their spring dinner, a
Friendship Dinner, on Friday, May 4
at 6:00 p.m. The cost is $7. Sign-up
sheets are located at both doors.
Please sign up if you plan to attend.

Northminster’s May Community Meal will take
place on Wednesday, May 30, at 5:30 p.m.
Please spread the word to anyone you see! The
meal is free of charge and open to anyone in the
community.
If you are interested/willing to host a community
meal, please contact someone from the Outreach
Committee. A simple entrée, salad, bread item,
and dessert for 40 people is all that’s needed.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Church of God Food Pantry

Ave.

Over the past few years we have been working
with Clifton Ave. Church of God. Once a
month, we have a group from our church go to
Clifton Ave. Church of God to prepare breakfast
for people who attend the Food Pantry. We also
collect food to donate to the pantry. We will
have Food Bags available in late May and June.
Please check the bulletin for upcoming dates.

Northminster will be having a Garage Sale on
Saturday, June 2, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
As you are doing your spring cleaning around
the house, please save your items you no
longer need or want and bring them to the
church on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday,
May 29, 30, and 31, from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. Thank you for your donations!
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Presbyterian Women
Happy Birthday to:

Kevin Creager
Gini Collins
Jerilyn Hines
Ryan Hooper
Diana Harrison
Helen Parker

May 3
May 8
May 16
May 16
May 27
May 29

Please let us know if we do not have your
birthday on file. We love to celebrate YOU!

Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a
Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Moderator………………………..Terry Rigio
Secretary…….….……....……..…June Hughes
Treasurer…….…………...………Judy Heaton
ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Monday, May 14
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Details: Restaurant
Hostess: Janet Digel-Koerner
RUTH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, May 10
Time: 11:30 a.m. Luncheon

Bazaar Workshop

Calling all ladies who love crafts! The
Bazaar Workshop needs you! We need your
help to help make crafts for the Christmas
Bazaar in November. You don’t have to be
good at crafting, just show up and help out!
The Bazaar Workshop meets every Tuesday
morning at 9:30 in the basement Community
Room.
Questions: Gretchen Green at 342-1755

New ideas and new helpers
are welcome!

May 4
May 7
May 18

Donald and June Hughes (1991)
Bill and Barbara Benston
Andrew and Kristen Wheeler

B OARD M EETING

May 31

Chuck and Lisa Mansfield (1980)
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Thank you for your gift to One Great Hour of
Sharing. Your gift enables the church to share
God’s love with our neighbors in need around the
world by providing relief to those affected by
natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and
help to empower the poor and oppressed.
$1,101.14 was collected.

The Pentecost Offering will be collected on May
20. Of that collection, 60% will go to the Presbyterian Mission Agency and 40% will be donated
to The Promise Neighborhood located here in
Springfield. This organization works to further the
growth and development of our
children right
here in Springfield.

The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life
will be held this year on June 1, 6:00 p.m. to
midnight, at Wittenberg University. The luminaria
ceremony is an important part of this event. It is a
way to honor cancer survivors or remember a loved
one who lost their battle. The Mission Committee
will be selling luminaries after church on May 6, 13,
and 20. A luminaria form is attached on the back of
this newsletter.

Yes, the WaterStep Shoe Drive is fast approaching!
Don’t forget to save those shoes for this Mission
Committee project in August—any size—any
condition—any style. Let’s make this year’s
collection as big a success as the last three years!
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Moderator—Lindy McMahon
Co-Moderator—Adam Stout
Treasurer—Cindy Arnold
Secretary—Emily Aldinger

Class of 2018
Joe Stalder
Emily Aldinger
Cindy Arnold

Class of 2019
Class of 2020
Lindy McMahon
Nancy Baker
Mary Smith
Paula Feldner
Adam Stout
Donna Sebastian

Session
Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month.
The next stated meeting of Session will be May 15 at
7:00 P.M.

Class of 2018
Carl Ahlm
Lois Shroyer
M. Blumenshein
M. Scheiderer

Class of 2019
Debbie Dodds
Judy Heaton
Jim Griffin
Terry Rigio

Class of 2020
Gini Collins
Diana Harrison
Jim Lamborn
Sharon Stout

MEETING CANCELLATIONS OR
DATE CHANGES– Please notify the office if your scheduled group meeting cancels or needs to change the date. Some of
these group meetings require tables to be
set up, as well as thermostat changes to the
building.

Items that have been accomplished:
Planted Myrtle in front of the windows in the
lower Family Room to deter rain
from splashing mud on the exterior of the
windows
Stained all of the Chairs, Pulpit, Alter,
Baptismal Font, Doors, Furniture in the
Family room and Chapel, and the
Furniture in the Narthex
Unplugged the downspout and drain in the
corner of the courtyard to stop the rain
water from running into the lower family
room
Painted the steel posts under the shelter up on
the hill to inhibit rust
Replacing 4 of the theatrical lights in the
Sanctuary
Purchasing a new lap top computer to run the
projection on the screen
A big thank you to Jim and Cherie Lamborn,
Ron and Chris Reid, and Richard Bierley for their
dedicated work in keeping the church in good
condition.
Robert Triebelhorn
Property Chair
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
6:30 Mission Mtg

2
3
10:00 Outreach Mtg 9—2 Homeschool Coop
5:30 Music/Worship 6:00 Dulcimer
Club
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

4
6:00 PW Spring
Dinner

5
9:30-Noon
Spfld.Civic Theatre

6
10:00 PW Board
6:00 Contemplative
Prayer Study

8
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
6:00 Finance Mtg
7:00 Property Mtg

9
6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

10

11

12

13
Mother’s Day

14
6:00 Esther Circle
6:00 Contemplative
Prayer Study

15
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study
7:00 Session Mtg

16
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

17

18

19
Clifton Avenue
Breakfast

20
Communion
Newsletter Deadline
Pentecost Picnic

21
6:30 Quilt Guild
6:00 Contemplative
Prayer Study

22
9:30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study

23
6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

24

25

26

27
3:00 Piano Recital

28
Office Closed

29
9”30 Bazaar WS
10:30 Bible Study

30
5:30 Community
Meal
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

31

6
Dayton Dragons game
Sign-up deadline

9—2 Homeschool Coop

11:30 Ruth Circle
Luncheon
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May 2018
May 1
May 2
May
May
May
May
May

3
4
5
7
8

May 10
May 13
May 14
May 15
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 28
May 30

Mission Meeting—6:30 p.m.
Outreach Meeting—10:00 a.m.
Music/Worship Meeting—5:30 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.
PW Friendship Dinner—6:00 p.m.
Spfld.Civic Theatre—9:30 a.m. to noon
PW Board Meeting—10:00 a.m.
Finance Meeting—6:00 p.m.
Property Meeting—7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle Luncheon—11:30 a.m.
Happy Mother’s Day
Esther Circle— 6:00 p.m.
Session Meeting—7:00 p.m..
Clifton Avenue Breakfast
Communion—Newsletter Deadline
Pentecost Picnic
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
Memorial Day—Office Closed
Community Meal—5:30 p.m.

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

