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Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.
That’s one of the top Ten Commandments
from the Old Testament. God knew we all
need rest as part of the rhythm of life. While I
may have preached on Sabbath occasionally,
I have not faithfully practiced it. Thankfully, I
only work one hour a week on Sundays so it
does not affect me as much as those who
work full-time. =) Sabbath is a part of what
the Lilly Endowment Renewal Grant was to
help provide for my family and me and for
the congregation. In case you have not heard,
we did not receive the grant. This was our
second application denied. We will not apply a third time.
Thankfully folks on Personnel Committee proposed and the
Session voted to
approve an “in-house” grant funded by
Northminster. The grant while approved is not finalized. There
are tax implications, funding resources to consider, and planning the timing for my family and me. Here are some contrasts
between the “in-house” grant and the Lilly Grant. The additional Sabbath time (above vacation and study leave) granted will
be six weeks rather than 90 days (Lilly Grant). A commitment
of at least two years as installed pastor at Northminster Presbyterian after completion of the “in-house” grant is required
(rather than one year
requirement of the Lilly Grant). I am
thankful to the Session, the Personnel Committee and Renewal
Grant Committee for their hours of hard work. It is not a common practice of
congregations to demonstrate this level of
care and support for their pastors. I am thankful for how you
are teaching me about Sabbath and for being part of why my
family and I are so grateful to be serving alongside you all. I
pray that you have a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas. I
pray too that Sabbath (resting in God with family) will be a significant part of this holiday season. I pray we all rest easy
knowing how much we are loved, forgiven and transformed by
the love of Jesus Christ.
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting October 16, 2018. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer. Ruling
Elder Judy Heaton offered a devotional reading.
The Moderator conducted a review and explanation of Presbyterian polity as continuing training for session members.
Finance Committee report:



The financial report through September 30, 2018 showed a year-to-date total income of $140,750 and total expenses
of $143,848, giving a deficit of $3,098.
Session approved a motion from the committee to move funds from the savings account to the Vanguard federal money
market fund. Rationale: the money market fund will earn more interest, and the money will still be readily available.
Property Committee: Session approved request from the committee for $1400 for sealing cracks in the parking lot/
driveway before winter. The money will be taken from the savings account.
On motion/second, session approved the Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedure Statement. Copies of this policy are
on file in the office, displayed in the hallway outside the office, and are available for any congregation member to view.
On motion/second, session approved participating in Equality Springfield’s billboard campaign in 2019.
Session set Sunday November 18 as the date for the congregational meeting for the election of officers to the classes of
2021 and for voting on the Pastor’s terms of call for 2019.
The next stated meeting of Session is November 13, 2018 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Happy November Birthday
to:
Liz Adams
Dwight McCormick
Bill Harrison
Jim Lamborn
Dick Johnson
Chris Reid
Pete Torok
Chloe McCormick
Donna Sherry
Joan Garrett
Terry Hooper

November 6
November 8
November 11
November 11
November 16
November 20
November 20
November 22
November 26
November 28
November 29

November 2
Charlie and Jean Myers (1956)
November 16
Nick and Sarah Nan (2012)
November 30
Maryellen and Frank Purkey (1945)
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The annual Holiday Bazaar is
Saturday, November 3,
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Bring your
family and friends and plan to do
some Christmas shopping. See the
next page for more information.

Contemporary Prayer Group
Scheduled meetings for the remainder of
the year:

DON’T FORGET! Sunday,
November 4 Daylight Savings Time ends.
Set your clocks back one hour.

15-Oct

Meeting

22-Oct

Meeting

29-Oct

No Meeting -(Bazaar set up)

5-Nov

Meeting

12-Nov

Meeting

19-Nov

Thanksgiving Break

26-Nov

Meeting

3-Dec

Meeting

10-Dec

Holiday Break

17-Dec

Holiday Break

24-Dec

Holiday Break

ADVENT PARTY

31-Dec

Holiday Break

1/7/2019

Meeting

Everyone please mark your calendars for Saturday,
December 1. The Christian Education Ministry will once
again host an Advent Party/Pot Luck. There will be kids
crafts and a chance to make ornaments and an advent
calendar. This is the fourth year for this event and each
year it has been an enjoyable evening for Northminster
family and friends. Please plan to attend and bring a friend.
We would like to fill our family room with laughter and
fellowship!

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Northminster folks are invited to participate in the annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Central Community Center
102 West High Street (formerly Faith United Methodist
Church) on Tuesday, November 20 at 7:00 p.m. A combined
choir typically sings during the worship service if you are
inclined to participate. Details about the rehearsal time for the
choir will be forthcoming. In the past it has been one hour
prior to the service.

Remember: Advent Party/Pot Luck
Upcoming Communion Dates:

Saturday, December 1, 2018

Please take note of the last two
communion dates of the year:

5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.

November 4
December 24

Bring a covered dish to share. Drinks and
place settings will be provided.
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Presbyterian Women
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.
Moderator ………………………. Terry Rigio
Secretary ……………………… . June Hughes
Treasurer…….…………...………Judy Heaton

The Annual Christmas Bazaar will take place on
Saturday, November 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Don’t forget that setup will begin on Monday,
October 29 at 6:00 p.m. Setup will continue Tuesday
thru Friday at 9:30 a.m. If you plan to stay thru
lunchtime, please bring a packed lunch.
Many volunteers are needed to make this event a
success! The hard-working Bazaar Workshop ladies
need gracious volunteers to help man the tables
during the event, to help in the Community Room
with the lunch, to help set-up for the Bazaar, to help
tear down after it’s over, and of course, to help bake
goodies for the Bake Sale.
Please contact Gretchen Green (937-342-1755) or
Debbie Dodds (937-342-1157) if you’re able to help.

ESTHER CIRCLE
Leader: Cindy Chesnut
Meets 2nd Monday
Meeting Date: Thursday, November 1
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Details: Make Buckeyes for Bazaar
Hostess: Bea Buckhold & Nancy Baker
RUTH CIRCLE
Leader: Joyce Carpenter
Meets 2nd Thursday
Meeting Date: Thursday, November 8
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Hostesses: Debbie Dodds and Mary Smith

Baked goodies (pies, brownies, cookies, etc.) need to
be delivered to the church no later than Friday,
November 2. This gives the ladies plenty of time to
bag and price the items.
Please consider taking some time on November 3 to
shop and help these wonderful ladies continue this
successful Holiday Bazaar tradition.

N EXT

P. W.

B OARD M EETING
M ONDAY , N OVEMBER 5
10:00

AM
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Peace and Global Witness Offering
The collection for this offering was $776.00 of which $194.00 will be given to On-The-Rise, a local
ministry which is located in a unique country setting on an eight-acre farm in North Hampton, just outside
of Springfield. On-The-Rise serves at-risk youth in Clark County struggling with family, social,
educational, and behavioral issues. Thank you for your donations!
Christmas Joy Offering
This offering provides assistance for those who have dedicated their lives to the service of the church and
also supports leadership development and education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and
colleges. You will be hearing more about this offering in the coming weeks. The Christmas Joy Offering
will be taken on December 23.
Forest Glen Christmas Shop
Once again this year we will be holding our Christmas Shop at Forest Glen. it will be held on
December 5. As in the past, we will be asking for your donations of new or gently used items appropriate
for gift giving. The residents at Forest Glen will then select items to give to a family member or friend
and we will wrap the gift for them. This year we are in need of tissue and Christmas bags to use in the
wrapping of the gifts. Your generous donations have made our shop a great success with the residents in
the past.
This is what Box Tops for Education look like. Keep an eye out for them on your grocery purchases. Clip them and bring them to church and place them in the large envelope on the bulletin board in the
hallway where the restrooms are located. The box tops are taken
to Oesterlen for use in purchasing supplies for their
programs. Thanks for your help with this project!
Pill Bottles
Please continue to clean and donate your used pill bottles. There
is a box for the collection in the Family Room.
Sara Arnott, Mission Committee

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER:
Those of us who must make an RMD, required minimum distribution, should consider making that
payment directly to Northminster as all or part of your annual pledge. Making this payment directly to
charity excludes the amount from your taxable income. This can be helpful. Remember the RMD cannot
pass through you to receive this benefit. I am not a tax advisor, but I have copied this from the Fidelity
website.
Bill Harrison, Treasurer
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming

Moderator—Lindy McMahon
Co-Moderator—Adam Stout
Treasurer—Cindy Arnold
Secretary—Emily Aldinger
Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Joe Stalder
Emily Aldinger
Cindy Arnold

Lindy McMahon
Mary Smith
Adam Stout

Class of 2020
Nancy Baker
Paula Feldner
Donna Sebastian

The deacons will have a meeting after cleanup
from communion on Sunday, November 4.

Session
Class of 2018
Carl Ahlm
Lois Shroyer
M. Blumenschein
M. Scheiderer

Class of 2019
Debbie Dodds
Judy Heaton
Jim Griffin
Terry Rigio

Class of 2020
Gini Collins
Diana Harrison
Jim Lamborn
Sharon Stout

Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the
month. The next stated meeting of Session will be
Tuesday, November 20 at 7:00 p.m.

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICY
The Session of Northminster Presbyterian
Church has adopted an official Sexual
Misconduct Prevention Policy as of
October 16, 2018. The policy is posted on
the bulletin board outside of the church
offices and hard copies will be made
available to you upon request. Special thanks
to John Emerich and Jim Griffin for their
legal insights in compiling and editing the
policy.

Congregations that approach financial stewardship
from a biblical perspective do not view the money
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay
its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually
in their relationship with God by supporting their
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of
their incomes.
Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the
New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a
way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of
generous giving in our stewardship education
emphasis this year.
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical
philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or
her own spiritual development, rather than on the need
of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like
members of a social club who should pay dues, we will
treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New
Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the
question, “What percentage of my income is God
calling me to give?”
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we
are asking our attendees and members to make their
financial commitments to our church’s missionary,
benevolent, and educational ministries in this
community and around the world.
Every attendee and member who completes an
Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by
attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday.
We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to
completing a card. The procedure is done in such a
way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or
she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to
complete cards. During morning worship our guest
leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and
inspiration, climaxed by members making their
commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in Consecration
Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team
and governing board members. Since we will make no
follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards,
we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and
commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday
worship.
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation
in Consecration Sunday events.
Governing Board Chairperson,

Carl Ahlm

November 2018
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Springfield, OH

Sun

4

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 ALL SAINT’S DAY
9:30 Bazaar Setup
9 –2 Homeschool Coop
6:00 Esther Circle
6:00 Dulcimer Club

2
9:30 Bazaar Setup

3
Christmas Bazaar
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

5
9:30 Young Woman’s
Mission
10:00 PW Board
6:00 Contemplative
Prayer Group

6

7
10:00 Outreach Comm.
5:30 Music/Worship
6:00 Bells
7:15 Choir

8
9—2 Homeschool Coop
11:30 Ruth Circle

9

Communion
Deacons Meeting
Daylight Savings Time ends
(Fall Back)

10
Church of God Breakfast

11
Consecration Sunday
Luncheon

12
6:00 Contemplative
Prayer Group

13
10:30 Bible Study
6:00 Finance Meeting
7:00 Property Comm.

14
6:00 Bells
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

15
9—2 Homeschool Coop

16

17

18
Congregational Meeting
After worship

19

20
7:00 Session

21
6:00 Bells
7:15 Choir

22 THANKSGIVING
Office Closed

23

24

25
Newsletter Deadline

26
6:00 Contemplative
Prayer Group
6:30 Quilt Guild

27
10:30 Bible Study

28
5:30 Community Meal
6:00 Bells
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:15 Choir

29

30
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Northminster Presbyterian Church will
develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

November 2018
Nov. 1
Nov. 3
Nov. 4
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 8
Nov. 10
Nov. 11
Nov. 13
Nov. 18
Nov. 20
Nov. 22
Nov. 25
Nov. 26
Nov. 28

Esther Circle –6:00 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.
Christmas Bazaar—9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Communion
Deacons meeting after cleanup
Daylight Savings Time ends
Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
Outreach Comm.—10:00 a.m.
Music & Worship Comm.—5:30 p.m.
Ruth Circle—11:30 a.m.
Clifton Avenue Breakfast
Consecration Luncheon
Finance Comm.—6:00 p.m.
Property Comm.—7:00 p.m.
Congregational meeting after worship
Session—7:00 p.m.
Thanksgiving—Office Closed
Newsletter Deadline
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
Community Meal—5:30 p.m.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11

