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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank you,                                       
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor 

In the Old Testament book of Ruth we find a story 
that parallels The Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is a 
story of redemption and God being at work even 
when circumstances appear hopeless. While the 
writer of the book of Ruth did not have Jesus in 
mind, the same God of providential care was at 
work. That is good news. I write to you today to 
share that God’s providence is constantly caring 
for us and for all of humanity despite how things 

feel or appear. The  message of Ruth and of The Resurrection remind us 
that God’s love is constantly doing for us what we cannot do for our-
selves—saving and redeeming us. 
 

In the book of Ruth, famine drives Naomi and her husband Elimilech into 
the land of Moab-a place where they would not be welcome. Ironically 
they have to leave Bethlehem (literally “house of bread”) because there 
was no bread. They go to Moab to avoid starvation. While in Moab, their 
two sons find wives to marry—Ruth and Orpah (not Oprah). Tragedy 
strikes this family when Naomi, Ruth and Orpah all become widows. The 
text doesn’t say how. Naomi is struck with the death of not only her   
husband but also her two sons. In the text she says her name is “no longer 
Naomi, but Mara (which means bitter), for The Almighty has dealt     
bitterly with me”. Next we have a testimony of how God redeems her in 
large part through the love her daughter-in-law Ruth. At Naomi’s urging 
Orpah returns to her family of origin. Ruth refuses to return to her family 
of origin. Instead, Ruth pledges her love and loyalty to Naomi with the 
words we have heard read (out of context) many times at weddings: 

“Do not press me to leave you 
    or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; 
    where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people, 
    and your God my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die— 
    there will I be buried. 
May the Lord do thus and so to me, 
    and more as well, 
if even death parts me from you!” 
 

In the midst of her sorrow and despair, Naomi receives the love, care and 
loyalty of her daughter-in-law Ruth. Through this relationship and God’s 
providence at work, both women not only survive, they are redeemed and 
restored. God leads them into the path of Boaz their next of kin.  

                                                                         (continued on next page) 
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God provides grain through Boaz’s kindness and Ruth’s hard work in the fields. God’s hand provides a path for Ruth 
and Boaz to marry, with the help of Naomi’s advice. God provides a son named Obed to Ruth and Boaz.  
While the beginning of the book opens with barrenness and famine, the book ends with abundance and blessing. The 
end of the book reveals that Ruth is the great grandmother of King David, who is an ancestor of Jesus Christ. This brings 
us to the parallel between Ruth and The Resurrection. 
 

One cannot help but call to mind the loss and grief of Naomi (at the beginning of Ruth) alongside the loss and grief of 
Mary and the disciples at the death of Jesus. The story of Good Friday to Easter Sunday reminds us God is at work    
behind visible circumstances. God’s will is always to bring about redemption and provide constant reminders that Jesus’ 
love for humanity is stronger than even death. That is good news. 

 

On Friday Mary sees her Son executed. She and the disciples find themselves bewildered and afraid. They witness the 
one whom they believe is The Messiah killed in the most public and humiliating way possible—crucifixion. The famine 
of fear grips them and leads them to scatter and run for their lives.  

 

Mary, mother of Jesus, along with several other women (depending on which gospel account you read) venture out to 
care for Jesus’ body at the tomb. They go in spite of fear and grief to perform the rituals associated with the care of the 
dead. They go to anoint his body and pay respect to their beloved. They go out expecting to see the body of Jesus in the 
tomb. God has other plans.  

 

Rather than finding Jesus dead and in his burial clothes, they find Jesus is risen! He is risen Indeed! So they go tell the 
story to the other disciples who in Luke’s gospel say they think the women are telling “idle tales”, or that their testimony 
was “nonsense”. To their shock the disciples find their testimony to be true!  

 

Jesus is risen from the grave and is alive and well! This further reminds us that God is at work at all times in ways we 
cannot imagine or understand. The times in which we find ourselves in the midst of sorrow, loss, confusion, doubt, fear, 
dread or any non-redeemed human experience, please remember the God of The Resurrection is still with us. Jesus will 
bring us the strength and power to not only endure, but to grow and thrive. Through God we are redeemed and restored. 
Through God we are saved. That is good news. 

 

Throughout Scripture we see the hand of God at work. The God of Abraham and Sarah, the God of Naomi and Ruth and 
Boaz, and the God embodied in the person of the risen Jesus Christ is at work in our lives too. I pray we experience the 
love of God through Jesus Christ wherever we find ourselves at this time and in this place. God is at work and is        
redeeming and saving us! For that we can rejoice! Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed!  
 

Dwight 

Gifts Remembering . . . 
     Dick White 

        
Gifts Honoring . . . 
   Frank and Tommie Otway on their  
   77th Anniversary 
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Happy Birthday to: 
Anne Hines    April 3 

Grace Adams   April 7 

Tom Stout    April 11 

Maryellen Purkey   April 12 

Mike Blumenschein  April 14 

Mary Smith    April 14 

Colin Creager   April 15 

Robinn Ridder   April 15 

Laura Creager   April 16 

Lucy Wheeler   April 16 

Joyce Carpenter   April 20 

June Hughes   April 20 

Edna Roeder    April 23 

Joe Stalder    April 24 

Lindy McMahon   April 26 

Marta Stalder   April 26 

Helen Stalder   April 29 

Lois Shroyer    April 29 

 

 

  April 15   Dwight and Sarah 
    McCormick  

  April 22   Kent and Donna Sherry 
     

Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting March 19, 2019.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer. 
Ruling Elder Judy Heaton offered a devotional reading.  

Pastor’s report: Rev. McCormick reported that he plans to take May 20 through July 31as his renewal time.  A  
discussion of expectations / needs for pastoral care and leadership (including preaching) followed.  The Pastor will 
be working with the Committee on Ministry of presbytery to get a plan in place. 

Finance Committee report: The financial report through February 28, 2019 showed a year-to-date total income of 
$34,605 and total expenses of $32,620, giving a balance of $2,832.  It was noted that the general fund has a       
positive balance partly due to a few members having paid their annual pledges in full in February. 

Worship/Music Committee report:  Maundy Thursday (April 18th) and Good Friday (April 19th) services will be 
held at Northminster, with Covenant being invited to participate.  Session approved the committee’s motion to 
serve communion at the Maundy Thursday service. 
 
Christian Education Committee: the committee requested that session members support and attend the Adult      
Forum Lenten study, “Walking the Way of the Cross with Paul”, which began on March 17th and will continue 
through April 14th (Palm Sunday), meeting from 11:45am until noon.   
 
The next stated meeting of Session is April 23, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Northminster will host a free community meal on Wednesday, 
April 24 at 5:30 p.m.  These meals take place the last Wednesday 
of each month.  This is largely dependent upon church members 
supplying food and helping with cleanup.   A sign-up sheet is 
available for those interested in hosting in the future.  Food      
symbolizes togetherness, family, community, and love.  Invite  
your family and friends.   

We celebrate our risen Lord on Sunday,    
April 21 at 10:00 a.m.  Communion will be 
served. 

Esther Circle will host a brunch       
following worship on Sunday,        

April 28. 

Our Easter Egg Hunt will be held at    
Northminster on Saturday, April 13, from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for ages 1 thru 11.  
Thanks to Villa Springfield for supplying the 
eggs and candy. 

Maundy Thursday will be held at Northminster on      
April 18 at 7:00 p.m.  Communion will be served and 
Pastor Stan Gockel of Covenant Presbyterian will be 
preaching.   

Good Friday will be held at Northminster on April 19 at 
7:00 p.m.  Pastor Dwight will be preaching. 
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Presbyterian Women 

Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of 
Friends. 

All are welcome to participate. 

Moderator ………………………. Terry Rigio 
Secretary…….….……....……    Debbie Dodds 
Treasurer…….…………...…… Shirley Hulsey 

ESTHER CIRCLE     
Leader:  Cindy  Chesnut 
Meets 2nd Monday  
Meeting Date:  Monday, April 8 
Time:   6:00 p.m. 
Hostesses:   Emily Spriggs 
 
RUTH CIRCLE 
Leader:  Joyce Carpenter 
Meets 2nd Thursday 
Meeting Date:  Thursday, April 11 
Time:  12:00 Noon 
Luncheon  
  
 

Bazaar Workshop 
Calling all ladies who love crafts! The     

Bazaar Workshop needs you! We need your 
help to help make crafts for the Christmas 
Bazaar in November. You don’t have to be 
good at crafting, just show up and help out!  
The Bazaar Workshop meets every Tuesday 
morning at 9:30 in the basement Community 

Room. 
Questions:  Debbie Dodds  342-1157 or 

Shirley Hulsey 471-2085 
New helpers are welcome! 

NEXT P.W.  

BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, APRIL 1 

10:00 AM 

   

 

 

 

 

Session 

Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month. 
The next stated meeting of Session will be April 23 at 

 7:00 p.m. 
 

Moderator—Lindy McMahon 
Co-Moderator—Adam Stout 

Treasurer—Cindy Arnold 
Secretary—Emily Aldinger 

Class of 2019 
Adam Stout 

Lindy McMahon 
Andrew Wheeler 

Class of 2020 
Nancy Baker 
Paula Feldner 

Donna Sebastian 

Class of 2021 
Cindy Arnold 
Susan Dersch 

Liz Torok 

 
Class of 2019 
Debbie Dodds 

Jim Griffin 
Judy Heaton 
Terry Rigio 

 

 
Class of 2020 
Gini Collins 

Diana Harrison 
Jim Lamborn 
Sharon Stout 

 

 
Class of 2021 

Mike Blumenschein 
Kevin Creager 

Marilyn Scheiderer 
Lois Shroyer 

PW SPOTLIGHT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Project Woman was one of the local charities that        

received money from the profits from the Bazaar.  We 
would like to highlight the organization this month.  It 

has been a part of Clark county for many years, helping 

women in need.  It is dedicated to ending domestic      
violence and sexual assault by providing services and 

programs to protect, educate, and empower.  There are 

many different ways that  both individuals and             
organizations can choose to assist Project Woman with 

their mission.  They are always in need of personal     

supplies for the ladies who use their services, and also 
money to help finance their programs.  Presbyterian 

Women has supported Project Woman for several 

years.  We feel this is a very needed and worthwhile    
program. 
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TORTELLINI SOUP 

Ingredients: 

1 pound (500 g) ground Italian sausage (or ground chicken, turkey or beef), browned*  

1 onion, chopped  

2 large carrots, chopped  

2 stalks celery, chopped  

4 cloves garlic, minced  

1 tablespoon Italian seasoning  

2 teaspoons beef bouillon powder (or chicken)  

1/2 teaspoon salt  

4 cups beef broth (or chicken or vegetable broth -- I use low sodium)  

1/4 cup cornstarch mixed and dissolved in 1/4 cup water  

36 ounces evaporated milk or half and half  

12 ounce packet three cheese tortellini (I used dried not fresh; choose any flavor you like)  

5 cups fresh baby spinach  

1 cup milk 
 
Instructions: 

Place the browned sausage, onion, carrots, celery, garlic, Italian seasoning, beef bouillon powder, salt, and broth in a 6-
quart / litre slow cooker bowl. Cover and cook on high for 4 hours or low for 7 hours. 
 
Uncover and skim any fat that is sitting on the top of the soup with a spoon; discard. Stir in the cornstarch mixture with 
the evaporated milk (or half and half or cream). Add the tortellini and mix well. Cover again and cook on HIGH heat 
setting for a further 45 minutes until the soup has thickened, and the tortellini is soft and cooked through. 
 
Add in the spinach, pressing the leaves down to completely submerse into the liquid. Cover again for a further 5-10 
minutes until the leaves have wilted. 
 
Pour in milk in 1/3 cup increments, as needed, to reach your desired thickness and consistency (I needed 1 cup); taste 
test and season with extra salt ONLY if needed, and pepper to suit your tastes. 
 
Serve with crusty warmed bread 

Ron Reid, our third place winner from our Chili Cook-Off 
on Sunday, March 10, had a lot of requests for his recipe.  

Enjoy!  



 
April 2019 

Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

      

 

 

1 
9:30 Young Woman’s 
Mission 
10:00  P.W. Board 
Meeting 
6:00 Cont.Prayer 

2 
9:30 Bazaar WS 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:30 Mission Comm.     
 

3 
10:00 Outreach Comm.  
5:30 Music/Worship 
Comm. Mtg. 
6:00 Bell Choir 
7:15 Choir 

4 
9-2 Homeschool Coop 
5:30 Strat.Plan.Team 

6:00 Dulcimer Club  

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Adult Forum Lenten Study 
La Comedia Event 
 

8 
6:00 Cont.Prayer 
6:00 Esther Circle 
 

9 
9:30 Bazaar WS 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:00 Finance Comm. 
7:00 Property Comm 

10 
6:00 Bell Choir 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
7:15  Choir 
 

11 
9-2 Homeschool Coop 

12:00 Ruth Circle 
            Luncheon 

12 
 

13 
1:00 Easter Egg Hunt 
 

14   Palm Sunday 
Adult Forum Lenten Study 
 

15 
 

16 
9:30 Bazaar WS 
10:30 Bible Study 
 

17 
6:00 Bell Choir 
7:15 Choir  
 

18 
7:00 Maundy   
          Thursday 
          Service 

19 
7:00 Good Friday 
          Service 

20 
Church of God 
Breakfast 

21 Easter 
Communion 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
28 
Esther Circle Brunch 
Following worship 

22 
6:00 The Abbey 
          Condo Assoc. 
6:30 Quilt Guild 
 
 
 
 
29 

23 
9:30 Bazaar WS 
10:30 Bible Study 
7:00 Session 
 
 
 
 
30 
9:30 Bazaar WS 
10:30 Bible Study 

24 
5:30 Community  
  Meal 
6:00 Bell Choir 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
7:15  Choir 
 
 
 
 

25 
6:00 Sexual Cond. 
Prev.Task Force 
 
 

26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           April 2019 
 April   1 Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m. 
 April   1 PW Board Meeting—10:00 a.m. 
 April   2 Mission Committee—6:30 p.m. 
 April   3 Outreach Committee—10:00 a.m. 
 April   3 Music/Worship Comm.—5:30 p.m. 
 April   4 Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m. 
 April   8 Esther Circle—6:00 p.m. 
 April   9 Finance Committee—6:00 p.m. 
 April   9 Property Committee—7:00 p.m. 
 April 11 Ruth Circle—12:00 p.m.Luncheon 
 April 13 Easter Egg Hunt—1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 April 18 Maundy Thursday Service—7:00 p.m. 
 April 19 Good Friday Service—7:00 p.m. 
 April 20 Church of God Breakfast 
 April 21 Easter Sunday Worship and Communion 
 April 21 Newsletter Deadline 
 April 22 Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m. 
 April 23 Session—7:00 p.m. 
 April 24 Community Meal—5:30 p.m. 
 April 25 Sexual Misconduct Prev.Task Force—6:00 p.m. 
 April 28 Esther Circle Brunch following worship 
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Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ  
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus. 


