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A meme* [ saw recently aligned perfectly with the

John chapter 2 Wedding at Cana Miracle story from

the second Sunday of Epiphany (January 20)

lectionary reading. The meme is a picture of a large

wine glass filled with water. Next to the glass stands
FROmM oun 2Pplasticfigurine of Jesus holding the stem. The

PASTU n caption says, “And now we wait”.

The miracle of Jesus turning water into wine is His first public act of
ministry in John’s gospel. The scene is Jesus and his mother Mary (not
called by name but referred to as “the mother of Jesus”) attending a
wedding at Cana. Wedding celebrations lasted for about a week in
ancient Jewish culture. The text tells us they were less than half way
through the week and “the wine gave out”. The faux pas is brought to
Mary’s attention and she calls on Jesus to do something about it. The
text says that Jesus was not enthused to take ownership of the

problem, but that he does help.

Mary instructs the servants to do whatever Jesus tells them. She knows
that her son has the ability to make something uncommon happen.
There are six water jugs (30 gallons each) used for Jewish purification
rituals nearby. Jesus instructs the servants to fill the 30-gallon jugs to
the brim with water. They do. Then they drew out wine from the jugs
that had previously held water. Not only was what they drew out of
the jugs wine, the text says that when the steward tasted it, that the
hosts had reversed tradition by saving the good wine for later in the
celebration.

Dr. Caroline Lewis points out at workingpreacher.org that Jesus’
miracles (or as John’s gospel calls them “signs”) point to the
extravagant grace of God. She states,

“Jesus’ signs show you, don’t tell you, what abundant grace is, ‘from
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace’ (John 1:16).
Turning water into wine is revealing of abundant grace in this season
of Epiphany. And what does abundant grace taste like? Like the best
wine when you are expecting the cheap stuff. It’s one thing to say,
‘Jesus is the source of grace.” It’s quite another to have an experience
of it.” *%*

(continued on the next page)
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In a culture where we relentlessly seck to blame and find fault in others, God’s abundant grace is welcome
refreshment for our spirits. I pray we all experience it and give it away to others. The good news is there will always
be more of God’s grace than we need to be made whole. This is because grace from God is meant to be shared with
others and not only meant for us individually.

[ pray through experiencing the love of God that we learn to share the love of God as at a wedding feast, joyfully,
lavishly, and with grateful hearts. I pray that we, like Mary, look to Jesus to do something uncommon, change the
world through love. The miracle of grace is present for us every day, all the time. Let’s celebrate that gift with others
and live into the transforming power of God one day at a time.

Dwight
*a humorous image, video, piece of text, etc., that is copied (often with slight variations) and spread rapidly by

Internet users.

** http:// www.workingpreacher.org/ preaching.aspx?commentarv id=1556

Session Highlights

The Session met in stated meeting January 15, 2019. Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Ruling Elder Lois Shroyer offered a devotional reading.

Pastor’s Report: Session Training Day will be held Saturday, February 16, 2019, from 9:00 am-2:00 pm, with the
Rev. Melissa Tidwell leading a devotional/spiritual development time.

Finance Committee report:

e The financial report through December 31, 2018 showed a year-to-date total income of $187,418 and total
expenses of $194,813, giving a deficit of $7,395.

e The draft budget for 2019 was presented for action and was approved as presented. The approved budget will
be presented to the congregation at the January 27" Congregational Annual meeting.

Session approved the committee’s recommendation to discontinue purchasing a maintenance agreement on the old
copy machine, using the money saved to purchase a color printer that can be used on the church’s network.

Worship/Music Committee report: Chairperson Jim Griffin presented the following action items; session approved
all of them:

e Northminster will participate in an Ash Wednesday service at Covenant.
e (Covenant will be invited to participate in Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at Northminster.

e The Pastor and the committee will prepare to observe “Celebrate the gifts of women Sunday” on March 3, 2019
The dulcimer club is available to play on the following Sundays: February 17, June 16, July 21, and August 11.

The next stated meeting of Session is February 19, 2019 at 7:00 PM.

Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.



http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1556
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ANNIVERIARIES

Frank and Tommie Otway  February 6
Al and Mary Smith February 14

Ash Wednesday Slervic
An Ash Wednesday service will be held at
Covenant Presbyterian Church at 7:00 p.m.
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Jim Arnott February 2 SAVE THE DATES|:

A Maundy Thursday service will be held at

Lilly Adams February 3 Northminster on April 18 at 7:00 p.m.
Paula Feldner February 4

Karen Veith February 17

Judith Heaton February 20

Nancy Jean Graves February 26 /\
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Ruling Elder and Deacon Training Meeting at PLEASE BRI NG SOUP!I
the church on Saturday, February 16, from On Sunday, February 3| we
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Rev. Melissa Tidwell will be leading us. Al'l donations will bel|giyv
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

The board members of Presbyterian Women have
distributed $6,200. of the profit from the 2018 PW
Holiday Bazaar to the following charities:

Clifton Avenue Church of God $1,200.
Springfield Soup Kitchen 1,000.
2™ Harvest Food Bank 1,000.
On the Rise 1,000.
Oesterlen Home 500.
Promise Neighborhood 500.
Interfaith Hospitality 500.
Project Women 500.

Each of these charities will be highlighted in the
newsletter as the year unfolds.

Some changes are being made to the two usual PW
dinners for 2019. Esther Circle will hostess a
luncheon after church on Sunday April 14 and

Ruth Circle will hostess a dinner on Thursday
September 12. Advance notices will be posted prior
to each event with the menu, cost, and a place to make
your reservation. Please watch the weekly bulletin for
more information.

Time once again for the workers of the bazaar
workshop to begin thinking and doing for the 2019
Holiday Bazaar. Any and all members and friends of
Northminster are encouraged to participate. The first
meeting will be on Tuesday, March 5™ 9:30 to 11:30
in the downstairs community room (come in the door
on the west side lower level). The morning is filled
with fellowship, crafting, coffee and snacks. Whether
you feel crafty or not please drop by to see what we
are up to.

Two different circles are currently offered for the
ladies of Northminster. The Esther Circle meets on
the second Monday of the month at 6:30 in the
evening and Ruth Circle meets on the second
Thursday of the month at 11:30 in the morning. All
ladies are welcome.

Presbyterian Women

Faith, Fellowship and Fun
with a Circle of Friends.
All are welcome to participate.

Moderator ...oveeenieeeeeneerennecennnnes Terry Rigio
Secretary....coeeeeieieiiiiineieaninenns June Hughes
TrEaASUYEr.ccvueeeeeneeenneereecsscennnns Shirley Hulsey
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Mark your calendars
crafty ladies!
TheBazaar Wor kshop
is scheduled to begin meeting
(weather permitting)
Tuesday, March 5
at 9:30 a.m. in the lower level
Community Room.
Questions: Debbie Dodds 342-1157 or
Shirley Hulsey 471-2085
New ideas and
are wel come!

new

NEXT P.W.
BOARD MEETING
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March 3—Transfiguration of the Lord
‘ Y April 21—Easter
== R ) May 19
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June 9—Day of Pentecost
July 7
August 4—Intinction
September 8
October 6—World Communion Sunday
November 3—All Saint’s Day
December 24—Christmas Eve

February 2019

February 3 Communion
Souper Bowl Sunday—Bring in those cans of soup!
Congregational Meeting

February 4 Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.

PW Board Meeting—10:00 a.m.

February 5 Mission Committee—6:30 p.m.

February 6 Outreach Committee—10:00 a.m.
Music/Worship Committee—5:30 p.m.

February 7 Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.

February 11 Esther Circle—6:30 p.m.

February 12 Finance Committee—6:00 p.m.

Property Committee—7:00 p.m.

February 14 Ruth Circle—11:30 a.m.

February 16 Officer’s Training —9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Church of God Breakfast

February 19 Session meeting—7:00 p.m.

February 24 Newsletter Deadline

February 25 Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.

February 27 Community Dinner—35:30 p.m.
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