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The Northern Light is published  
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If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Greetings in Christ, 

Having returned from the renewal time, a more  
typical rhythm of the year has commenced. The 
Church Holiday Bazaar is about to happen 
(PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND NOVEMBER 2,  
9AM-2PM.  COME SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
FOR THE HOURS OF WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
DONE). Advent and Christmas will be here next 
month. If we have been attending a while, we could 
predict much of what happens during the coming 
year at Northminster.  

This year however some leadership development 
and planning will change what is happening behind the scenes. Ruling 
Elders and Deacons are being asked to work with one another and with 
me at a monthly gathering to determine how God is leading Northmin-
ster Presbyterian to live out our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. We 
recognize that the life cycle of the congregation is in decline and has 
been for a number of years. This is a difficult truth, but it is one that is 
common to Mainline Protestant Denominations.  

Sadly there is no panacea for our decline.  Rather than seeking that one 
cure for what ails us, we will be working with a resource from the    
Presbyterian Mission Agency Office of Theology, Formation and    
Evangelism at the General Assembly called “Seven Marks of Vital  
Congregations”. It is not a “how to” manual. It is not a recipe for       
success in “getting new members” or “attracting families”.   

It is a tool that shares what congregations who are not in decline or put 
more starkly, not dying have in common.  They list seven practices that 
they call “markers” that indicate signs of vitality among the people in 
their particular congregations. They are not some strange and new   
practices. Instead they are what traditionally we would look at as       
responsibilities of those who confess Jesus as Lord and seek to follow 
Him in our everyday affairs.  If you would like to read more about the 
tool in detail visit this link: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and
-evangelism/vital-congregations/ 
 

The process will take two years. Over the course of the next year the 
Session and Deacons will be evaluating how well or poorly we are    
doing in terms of these vital markers. We will be taking an honest look 
at what we do currently or have done historically. We will then compare 
it with what are best practices within congregations that are showing 
signs of revitalization. The first year is more about evaluation, building 
relationships among leadership, and prayer.  
                                                                         (Continued on Page 2) 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/vital-congregations/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/vital-congregations/
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Happy Anniversary to: 
 
November 2   
  Charlie and Jean Myers (1956) 
November 16 
   Nick and Sarah Nan (2012) 

 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

Liz Adams   November   6 

Dwight McCormick  November   8 

Bill Harrison  November 11 

Jim Lamborn  November 11 

Dick Johnson  November 16 

Chris Reid   November 20 

Pete Torok   November 20 

Chloe McCormick  November 22 

Donna Sherry   November 26 

Joan Garrett  November 28 

Terry Hooper   November 29 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The second year will be more about planning:  what to do and be, and how to follow through with what we find God is 
calling us to do and be. Sounds simple right? Well needless to say we need your prayers. Could we please count on your 
lifting up the leadership of the congregation in prayer as we go about the work I have described?  

We would like to continue ministry at Northminster Presbyterian.  If we maintain the status quo that looks unrealistic. So 

please pray for the  Ruling Elders and Deacons to have knowledge of God’s will for this congregation and the power to 

carry that out in ministry together.  Please pray daily for us as we listen to the Holy Spirit. We will need to have difficult 

conversations. We will need to be encouraged to stay   focused. We will need to be open, honest and willing to respond 

to God’s work among and through us. Thank you for your support.   

Dwight 

It is coming on Sunday, November 10 
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Gifts Remembering . . . 

    Agnes Thompson 

    Myrna Hartle 

    Lillian Klus 

    Dick White 

 

Gifts Honoring . . . 

   Frank and Tommie Otway on   
 their 77th Anniversary 

 

Where There is a Will 
    There is a Way . . . .  
 
    to plan for the future. 
        Do you have a will? 

Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting October 15, 2019.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer. Ruling 
Elder Jim Griffin shared a devotional reading.  

Pastor’s report:  Rev. McCormick distributed a draft report of his week of Transitional ministry training.  He also shared 
that the Community Interfaith Thanksgiving service will be held Tuesday November 26 at 7:00 pm. 

Finance Committee report:  
*The financial report for September 2019 showed an income of $135,494 and expenses of $144,254, giving a    

deficit of $8,760.  
 *Plans for the stewardship campaign are in place.  Consecration Sunday will be on November 10, 2019.     
 *It was reported that the review of the 2018 financial records has been completed. 

 
Personnel Committee presented a written report, including the recommended Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2020.  Session 
approved the terms of call, to be presented for congregational vote at the November congregational meeting. 
 
Session set November 24 as the date for the congregational meeting. 
 
Outreach Committee reported that the congregation will be given the opportunity to support the Promise Neighborhood 
Christmas store with donations of gifts, of time, or of money.  They will also host a Thanksgiving dinner on                 
November 21st at 5:30 pm. 
 
The next stated meeting of Session is November 19, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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We will begin on January 12, 2020 the launch of the Third Thirty discussion.  It will begin at 11:15 and the topic 
will be Parenting our Parents.  This is intended to be an inter-generational discussion targeting not only 
those in the midst of assisting their parents thru the final years, but also for those who may be facing that in 
the future, as well as considering how you might prepare for your own needs as abilities start to decline. 

Third Thirty—News for You! 

HOLIDAY TIPS FOR THIRD THRITY 
 The holidays can be a great time for family togetherness and traditions, but can also be lonely for 
those who have experienced loss of family and friends and stressful for those in the third thirty stage of life.  
 To make your upcoming celebrations and events more enjoyable and less stressful, some things to 
keep in mind:  Be realistic about timing and what you can do.  It makes sense to arrange shorter gatherings;  
start and end your gathering earlier. 
Bring the celebration to you.  Ask your family to come to your home.  Or, arrange to have the gathering at a 
local restaurant or club. 

Consider health and eating restrictions by planning alternatives.  There are many recipes on line to 
make favorite recipes with low sugar, reduced fat, no meat, low sodium or substitute ingredients.    Find out if 
any foods interact with your medicines, for example people on blood thinners often have restrictions on the 
foods and alcohol they can consume. 
 Make a holiday favorite with kids and grandkids.  Stay off of the ladder, get your kids and grandkids to 
help you decorate. 
 Attend special events with family and friends.  Schools and local colleges often have special holiday 
concerts and programs, attend those with family and friends. 
 Share your memories with family. Make time to sit and share. 
 Holiday cards can be difficult as we get older, as they often contain news of the passing or advancing 
disabilities of family and friends.  Keep your cards and holiday letters upbeat and positive, enclose a happy 
picture, if you can. 
 Determine to enjoy the holidays at a slower pace, you have earned that right! 

"These extra years, even decades, extend the blessings of life.  May we affirm our glorious age and live out 
the Last Third of life with courage and joy." 
                Quote from Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life by Jane Marie Thibault & Richard L. Morgan 
 
 

Some words of wisdom for those of us over sixty: 
 
"Some people can't wrap their heads around death.  And these people leave a mess after them.  Did they think 
they were immortal?" 
 
"Do a good, thorough cleaning and get rid of things to make life easier and less crowded." 
 
Regarding going through old boxes of stuff: "It is rewarding to spend time with these objects one last time 
and then dispose of them.  Each item has its own history, and remembering that history is often enjoyable." 
 
These are excerpts from The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning by Margareta Magnusson.  We will be 
providing more wisdom from Magareta in the future. 
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The annual Holiday Bazaar is    
Saturday,  November 2,              
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Bring your 
family and friends and plan to do 
some Christmas shopping.  See the 
next page for more information.   

DON’T FORGET!    
Sunday, November 3 
Daylight Savings Time 
ends.  Set your clocks 
back one hour. 

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Northminster folks are invited to participate in the annual    
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service (location to be determined) on 
Tuesday, November 26 at 7:00 p.m. Join members of different 
faith communities from around the Springfield area to give 
thanks and celebrate our many blessings.  All are welcome as 
we come together to share fellowship, traditions of faith and 
thanksgiving, and a wonderful music program provided by a 
combined choir.   

There are so many ways to         
celebrate the holiday season.  Here 
is a Christmas tradition to try and 
incorporate in your December  
every year.  There are 24 chapters 
in Luke.  On December 1, read 
chapter one.  Read one chapter 
each day thereafter.  On Christmas 
Eve, you will have read an entire 
account of Jesus’ life and you will 
wake up Christmas morning 
knowing WHO and WHY we    
celebrate this day.   



THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

Presbyterian Women 
Faith, Fellowship and Fun with a Circle of Friends. 

All are welcome to participate. 

Moderator ………………………. Terry Rigio    
Secretary ……………………… Debbie Dodds  
Treasurer…….…………...…….Shirley Hulsey 

ESTHER CIRCLE  
    
Leader:  Cindy  Chesnut    
Meets 2nd Monday  
Meeting Date:  No meeting this month 
Time:    
Details:  
Hostess: 
 
 
RUTH CIRCLE 
 
Leader:  Joyce Carpenter 
Meets 2nd Thursday 
Meeting Date: Thursday, November 14 
Time: 11:30 a.m. 
Hostesses:   Joan Generous and  
                     Susan Lizza 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

NEXT P.W.  

BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4  

10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annu-
al Christmas Bazaar will take place on     Saturday, 
November 2 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Don’t forget that setup will begin on Monday,          
October 28 at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  Setup will 
continue Tuesday thru Friday at 9:30 a.m.  If you plan 
to stay thru lunchtime, please bring a packed lunch. 

Many volunteers are needed to make this event a    
success! The hard-working Bazaar Workshop ladies 
need gracious volunteers to help man the tables     
during the event, to help in the Community Room 
with the lunch, to help set-up for the Bazaar, to help 
tear down after it’s over, and of course, to help bake 
goodies for the Bake Sale.  We especially need help in 
the 11:15 to 2:00 time slot.   

Please contact Shirley Hulsey (937-471-2085) or  
Debbie Dodds (937-342-1157) if you’re able to help.  

Baked goodies (pies, brownies, cookies, etc.) need to 
be delivered to the church no later than Friday,      
November 1.  This gives the ladies plenty of time to 
bag and price the items. 

Please consider taking some time on November 2 to 
shop and help these wonderful ladies continue this 
successful Holiday Bazaar tradition.  

 



THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

 
 
 
 
 

Peace and Global Witness Of- fering 
The collection for this offering was $499 of which $124.72 will be given to On the Rise which is located 
in a unique country setting on an eight acre farm just outside of Springfield.   On-The-Rise serves at-risk 
youth in Clark County struggling with family, social, educational, and behavioral issues.  Thank you for 
your donations!    
 
Christmas Joy Offering 
This offering provides assistance for those who have dedicated their lives to the service of the church and 
also supports leadership development and education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and     
colleges.  You will be hearing more about this offering in the coming weeks.   The Christmas Joy Offering 
will be taken on December 22. 
 
Forest Glen Christmas Shop 
Once again this year we will be holding our Christmas Shop at Forest Glen.  it will be held on December 4 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  As in the past we will be asking for your donations of new or gently used items 
appropriate for gift giving.  The residents at Forest Glen will then select items to give to a family member 
or friend and we will wrap the gift for them.  This year we are in need of tissue paper and Christmas bags 
to use in the wrapping of the gifts.  A box will be available in the family room beginning November 3 for 
your donations.  Ideas for items you might have on hand or could purchase: 
Lotions and creams 
Women’s scarves, gloves 
Men’s ties, socks, gloves 
Jewelry 
Guest towels, kitchen towels 
Puzzles 
Decorative Christmas items 
Pillows 
Decorated note pads 
Etc. etc. etc. 
No candles please… 
Your generous donations have made our shop a great success with the residents in the past.  Thank 
you!  Thank you! 
 
Oesterlen’s Christmas Wish List 
This year Oesterlen is introducing its Christmas Wish List with hand-selected items for youth and families 
served by their programs.  If you would be interested in taking part, visit their website www.oesterlen.org/
Christmas where appropriate items will be listed and you can sign up to donate.  If you have any         
questions, please contact the Office of Development at 937-399-6101 ext 114.   

 
Sara Arnott 
Mission Committee 

http://www.oesterlen.org/Christmas
http://www.oesterlen.org/Christmas
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Session 

Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the 
month. The next stated meeting of Session will be 

Tuesday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator—Lindy McMahon 
Co-Moderator—Adam Stout 

Treasurer—Cindy Arnold 
Secretary—Emily Aldinger 

Class of 2019 

Lindy McMahon 
Adam Stout 

Andrew Wheeler 

Class of 2020 
Nancy Baker 
Paula Feldner 

Donna Sebastian 

Class of 2021 
Cindy Arnold 
Susan Dersch 

Liz Torok 

Class of 2019 
Debbie Dodds 

Jim Griffin 
Judy Heaton 
Terry Rigio 

Class of 2020 
Gini Collins 

Diana Harrison 
Sharon Stout 

 

Class of 2021 
Mike Blumenschein 

Kevin Creager 
Marilyn Scheiderer 

Lois Shroyer 

WHY DIDN’T THE WITCH FLY ON HER 
BROOM WHEN SHE WAS ANGRY? 

SHE WAS AFRAID SHE WOULD FLY OFF 
THE HANDLE. 

Dear children, let us not love with words 
 or speech  

but with actions and in truth. 
1 John 3:18 

 

Promise Neighborhood  

Christmas Store 

 

Some children do not have a “merry” Christmas.  
That is why the Outreach Committee has decided 
to join with Covenant Presbyterian Church to 
support the Clifton Avenue Promise             
Neighborhood Christmas Store.   

 

The Christmas Store offers the opportunity for     
parents and children to purchase gifts for their   
family at much reduced prices.  The Store will be 
held at Clifton COG from December 4—7.  A     
neighborhood Christmas dinner is funded by       
proceeds from the Store and will be held the     
evening of Saturday, December 7. 

 

There are several ways you can help.  You can      
purchase an item from the Holiday Wish Lift 
(posted on the bulletin board in the family room).  
The item can be turned in, unwrapped, to     
Northminster by Monday, November 18.   

 

A second way you can help is by volunteering to 
help the Promise Neighborhood Committee     
operate the Christmas Store.  Volunteers can   
assist in sorting, staffing a room, or collecting 
money or tickets. 

 

The third way you might help is to serve at the 
Promise Neighborhood Christmas dinner.             
Volunteers are needed to serve the meal.   

 

A sign-up sheet is on the table in the Family 
Room.  Feel free to sign up for as much as you 
can!  

 

 



November 2019 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Springfield, OH 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1     ALL SAINT’S DAY 
9:30 Bazaar Setup 
 

2 
Christmas Bazaar  
 9 a.m. to 2  p.m. 

3  
All Saints Recognition  
Daylight Savings Time ends 
(Fall Back) 

4 
9:30 Young Woman’s 
          Mission 
10:00 PW Board 
6:00 Contemplative 
          Prayer Group 

5 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:30 Mission Comm. 

6 
10:30 Outreach Comm. 
5:30 Music/Worship 
6:00 Bells 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
7:15 Choir 
 

7 
9—12 Homeschool Coop 
6:00 Dulcimer Club 
 

8 
 

9   
Church of God Breakfast 
11:00—3:00 Family room 
    reserved 

10 
Consecration Sunday 
Luncheon 

11 
6:00 Contemplative 
          Prayer Group 

12 
10:30 Bible Study 
6:00 Finance Meeting 
7:00 Property Comm. 
 
 

13 
6:00 Bells 
7:15 Choir  

14 
9—12 Homeschool Coop 
11:30  Ruth Circle 
(Hostesses:   
Joan Generous and 
Susan Lizza) 
 

15 16 
2:00—4:00  Family 
Room reserved 

17 
 
 

18 
6:00 Contemplative 
          Prayer 

19 
10:30 Bible Study 
7:00 Session 

20 
6:00 Bells 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
7:15 Choir  

21   
9-1 Homeschool Coop 
5:30 Community 
          Thanksgiving  
           Dinner 

22 23 

24 
Communion 
Congregational Meeting 
Newsletter Deadline 
 

25 
 

26 
10:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Interfaith  
           Thanksgiving 

27 
6:00 Bells 
7:15 Choir  

28 
THANKSGIVING 
Office Closed 

29 30 



           November 2019 
 Nov. 2  Christmas Bazaar—9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 3  All Saint’s Day recognition 
   Daylight Savings Time ends 
 Nov. 4  Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m. 
   PW Board—10:00 a.m. 
 Nov. 5  Mission Committee—6:30 p.m. 
 Nov. 6  Outreach Comm.—10:30 a.m. 
   Music & Worship Comm.—5:30 p.m. 
 Nov. 7  Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.  
 Nov. 9  Clifton Avenue Breakfast 
 Nov. 10 Consecration Luncheon 
 Nov. 12 Finance Comm.—6:00 p.m. 
   Property Comm.—7:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 14 Ruth Circle—11:30 a.m. 
 Nov. 19 Session—7:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 21 Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 Nov. 24 Communion 
   Congregational Meeting 
   Newsletter Deadline 
 Nov. 26 Interfaith Thanksgiving—7:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 28 Thanksgiving—Office Closed 
   
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
Jeremiah 29:11 
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NORTHMINSTER 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Northminster Presbyterian Church will   
develop disciples of Jesus Christ  

and learn how to follow the way of Jesus. 


