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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank you,                                       
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor 

From researcher, author and public speaker Dr. 
Brene Brown: 

“This pandemic experience is a massive             
experiment in collective vulnerability. We can be 
our worst selves when we’re afraid, or our very 
best, bravest selves. In the context of fear and 
vulnerability, there is often very little in between 
because when we are uncertain and afraid our 

default is self-protection. We don’t have to be scary when we’re 
scared. Let’s chose awkward, brave and kind.” 

An encouraging word from Dr. Brown spoken into this strange and 
unprecedented time in our history. Collective vulnerability is  
something we may not have pondered before this pandemic. Many 
of us have trouble admitting individual vulnerability. If we are not 
contemplating such truths in this context, perhaps we are not     
paying attention. The COVID-19 virus is no respecter of borders, 
people, social status, wealth, privilege, race or gender. Humanity is 
currently united in our vulnerability and in our mortality. That is 
indeed scary, but God is with us. 

Thankfully especially in our shortcomings (what Scripture calls 
sins), God is there to relieve us of fear and anxiety. God is there to 
remind us that we are not alone and have reason to hope. Even 
though you and I are choosing to follow the wisdom of healthcare 
experts like Dr. Amy Acton and not meeting face to face, we are 
still connected through a loving, gracious ever-present God. That is 
welcome news in this health crisis. 

We could not have predicted in January that our Session would be 
voting in March to cancel all worship services and church activities 
through the end of April. That is what we have done. In addition to 
all the adjustments we are making globally, this decision means no 
in person Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter worship    
services locally at Northminster. This news is rattling as part of the 
bigger picture of life altering changes.   

While I do not believe quoting Scripture will immediately remove 

stress, allay all fears and make us feel instant relief, in my           
experience it is helpful to read Scripture as encouragement. 
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In Scripture we find multiple instances in which God spoke to people inviting them not to fear, but to trust. 

We can trust that God remains loving and faithful and ever present. That is good news. Here are some texts to 
recite as we seek comfort in God. 

God spoke to Israel through the prophet Isaiah in the book of the same name chapter 41:10 “do not fear, for 
I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with my victorious right hand.” Imagine God speaking this same comfort into our current collective        vul-
nerability.  

Listen for how God may be encouraging us through the Apostle Paul’s words to the folks in the Church in 
Philippi-Philippians 4:6-7 ”Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all            
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

The Psalms often speak to human experiences like fear. There is encouragement from Psalm 56:3-4 where the 
Psalmist wrote: “…when I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I 
am not afraid; what can flesh do to me?” (also wash your hands and practice social distancing). 

Take heart in the words from Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.”  

Be encouraged by the Apostle Paul’s words to the Church in Rome in Romans 8:38-39 “For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Our God is eternal, and this pandemic is temporary even if it feels like it will not be. I invite us to trust in the-
se Scriptures and more importantly trust God who is proclaimed as present and a source of strength. God   is 
with us and will sustain us. I invite us all to care for one another with this loving God as our guide. Call our 
neighbors and church folks, wash our hands, stay home and know God is with us.  Life as we have known it 
will never be the same as it was prior to this pandemic. Let us also remember life is never the same after the 
power of The Resurrection of Jesus Christ we celebrate on Easter this April 12th either. That same power of 
love so strong it overcomes death is with us in the here and now. Let’s call on the powerful presence of Jesus 
Christ. Let us seek Jesus’ guidance and be reassured of His love. God will help us love one another through 
this. Thanks be to God. 

We are leading online worship through the church Facebook page at 10:00 a.m. Sundays 

through at least April 2020.   

www.facebook.com/northminsterpresbyterianspringfieldohio    

The video will be available to watch at a later time even after the live stream.  I will officiate 

communion on Easter Sunday, April 12, and invite you to ensure you have bread and juice on 

hand to enjoy as we celebrate the Sacrament. 

Pastor Dwight 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

Anne Hines    April 3 

Grace Adams   April 7 

Tom Stout    April 11 

Maryellen Purkey   April 12 

Mike Blumenschein  April 14 

Mary Smith    April 14 

Robinn Ridder   April 15 

Lucy Wheeler   April 16 

Joyce Carpenter   April 20 

June Hughes   April 20 

Edna Roeder    April 23 

Joe Stalder    April 24 

Lindy McMahon   April 26 

Marta Stalder   April 26 

Helen Stalder   April 29 

Lois Shroyer    April 29 

 

 

 

  April 15   Dwight and Sarah 
    McCormick  

  April 22   Kent and Donna Sherry 
     

Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting March 21, 2020.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer and 
Ruling Elder Jim Griffin offered a devotional reading.   

Pastor’s report:  Rev. McCormick reported that he will continue posting Sunday worship services on Facebook live 
stream until we are able to hold in person services again. 

Finance Committee report: The financial report for February showed an income of $35,095 (this includes several 
pledges that have been prepaid for the entire year) and expenses of $32,187.  Adjusted for the prepaid pledges, the 
general fund balance shows a deficit of $14,141. 
 
There was thoughtful and somber discussion of how Northminster's daily and weekly operations need to be altered 
in response to the Covid-19 Coronavirus pandemic.  In anticipation of more stringent restrictions being placed on 
public gatherings and travel, session voted to cancel all in person church activities including Sunday morning IN 
PERSON worship services through April 30, 2020 in the interest of public and personal health and safety.  The 
pastor will continue posting abbreviated worship services on Facebook live stream (from the sanctuary if possible, 
but from his home if necessary).  
 
Session meetings will be held in an online format, using Zoom.  Committees will conduct necessary business by 
phone, email, or Zoom. 
 
The next stated meeting of Session is online on April 21, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Offerings? 

We have been asked:  “How can I make my pledge during this uncertain time?” 

 Thanks for asking.  Without a Sunday Service, it is hard for us to give our gifts to God, 
thus honoring our pledge.  However, we all can still submit our offerings in several ways:     
(1) mail a check or (2) drop it off at the church or in Northminster’s mailbox.  For Internet    
users, (3) you can even pay by credit card, debit card, or Pay Pal.  In order to do this, first, go 
to Northminster’s web page:  www.northminsterspringfield.org ~  then at the bottom of the 
page in the blackened area, click on “Make a Donation.”  When the next screen comes up, 
click on the gold “Donate” button. Then, select the amount of your offering and the method of 
your donation:  Pay Pal, credit, or debit card.  Then simply finish filling in the prompts. This 
internet donation method for Northminster is available at all times of the year.   
 Remember, through at least the end of April, some version of online worship will be 
available on Northminster’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/northminsterpresbyterianspringfieldohio 
 Stay safe.  If you need anything, please call the office. With all of us watching out for 
each other, with prayer, and with God’s grace, we will all find a brighter and less threatening 
tomorrow.     Blessings ~ the Finance Ministry 

2020 Gifts Remembering . . . .  

Dick Johnson 

David Hines 

Why don’t ants get sick? 

 

They have anty-bodies. 

http://www.northminsterspringfield.org
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 

More from The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning by Margareta Magnusson: 
 
SORT AND SORT OUT 
 
Almost everything in our homes belongs to different categories.  You can classify them as furniture, 
clothes, books, linen, for example. 
 
Choose a category that you believe is easy for you to handle.  An easy category is one with many 
items to choose from and without too much sentimental connection.  It is important that your first 
choice is easy for you.  I do not want you to give up immediately. 
 
When you have managed to go through a couple of categories you will feel so good.  Very soon 
your home will become so much easier to look after. 
 
I always choose clothes as my first category.  That is easy for me since I know that I have many  
garments in my wardrobe that I seldom or never use. 
 
Sort all your clothes into two piles (on your bed or on a table).  Pile 1 is for clothes you want to 
keep.  Pile 2 is for clothes you want to get rid of.  Then look through pile 1 and pull out items that 
require small adjustments or dry cleaning. The rest you put back in the closet.   (Garments that do 
not fit belong in pile 2.)  Give or throw away the clothes in pile 2. 

On the following page is a coloring page prayer provided by illustratedministry.com to help you in times when 
you might feel anxious.  Through the words, images, shapes, and opportunities to color and reflect, we hope 
you will find peace and calm in your life.  Here is the text of the prayer: 

Into your spacious heart 

and loving hands, dear God, 

I place my fears, my “what ifs,” 

my spinning world and mind . . . . 

Comfort me with the truth 

no fear is too big for the 

Great One, who is always with me. 

I am never alone. 

Calming God, bring courage. 

Tender Spirit, breathe peace. 

Gentle Jesus, be Close. 

Amen. 


