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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank You                                               
Tammy Hickman,  Newsletter Editor 

Advent is the season in which we       
anticipate the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. We observe Advent for forty 
days prior to the celebration of       
Christmas much like Lent prior to     
Easter. You were sent via mail or email 
Advent devotionals to use for this      
season. During this global pandemic we 

are perhaps anticipating and longing for Christ more than we ever 
have.  

As we await Christ’s coming, in addition to the devotionals I offer 
words of comfort and encouragement from throughout the      
Scriptures. I saw them quoted by the Clifton Avenue Church of 
God folks about a week ago on their Facebook page. Quoting 
smaller passages of the Bible has the danger of misinterpreting the 
larger meaning. I invite you to read larger portions of the texts 
than what is quoted to get more of an idea of the context of each 
one. The words from the following texts speak comfort and       
encouragement so I offer them to you. They help us remember 
God is with us and will love us through the adversity of this global 
health crisis and every struggle we face. Read and re-read these 
texts as you need them. Listen now for God’s word. 

Romans 8:37-39 No, in all these things we are more than         
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the      
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Psalm 55:22 Cast your cares on the Lord, and he will sustain you; 
he will never let the righteous be shaken. 

Matthew 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be    
comforted. 

Isaiah 49:13 Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you earth; burst 
into song, you mountains! For the Lord comforts his people and 
will have compassion on his afflicted ones. 

Psalm 139:11-12 If I say, Surely the darkness will hide me and the 
light become night around me, even the darkness will not be 
dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as 
light to you. 

Job 5:11 The lowly he sets on high, and those who mourn are   
lifted to safety.                                        (continued on page 2) 
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John 16:33 (Jesus speaking) I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

Palm 119:76 May your unfailing love be my comfort, according to your promise to your servant. 

2 Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, 

Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

John 14:27 (Jesus speaking) Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

Deuteronomy 31:8 The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor     
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life—of whom shall I be afraid? 

I pray God blesses your Advent and Christmas even though it is different this year. You are a blessing to me 
and my family. Thank you for being The Church. I trust these texts will serve as comfort and encouragement.  

Yours in Christ, 

Dwight 

 

Please join us for Lesson and Carols from your cars on Christmas Eve at 6pm. Arrive as close to 5:30pm as 
you can. This is so you can drive by the cross (masks on please) in front of the church to receive electronic 
votive candles to place on your dashboard. They will be handed out with tongs by a masked person, so they 
are not handled prior to giving them out to you. Then find a parking space facing the church building to enjoy 
our alternative to a large gathering in the sanctuary. An abbreviated service of the Scriptures and Carols will 
be broadcast via FM transmitter onto the radio in your car! This is so you can sing in your car safely away 
from other folks. Christmas without carols seems less like Christmas.  

The station number/FM frequency will be shared with you via letter (for non-computer users) or via email by 
December 13th. We will also share it with you as you drive by to pick up your electronic candles in case you 
miss it. In addition, you will receive Christmas Carol lyrics via mail or email so you can use them to sing on 
Christmas Eve.  

We will sing Joy the World and Silent night (to close out the service). We would like your help to choose 
some other carols. Please phone the church office by December 9th or participate electronically in a Google 
survey by the same date to leave two Christmas Carols you would like to sing on Christmas Eve. We will    
include the ones with the most votes. Sacred music only.  

We look forward to seeing you. We pray you will choose to enjoy an evening celebrating the birth of Jesus 
from the safety and comfort of your cars. The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Worship Ministry 
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Christmas Joy Offering 

The Christmas Joy offering provides assistance for those who have dedicated their lives to the service of the 
church and also supports leadership development and education at Presbyterian-related racially ethnic 
schools and colleges. 

We have included an envelope in this Newsletter.  You may drop your offering off at the church office,    
mail it into the church, or place it in the offering plate during Sunday services, if we are having in-person 
services. Please consider supporting this offering.  

Springfield Promise Neighborhood Christmas Store 

Donations are needed for the Christmas store!  A large box has been placed in the family room for new or 
gently used toys, puzzles, etc.  Also accepted are money donations.  If you cannot bring your gift to the 
church, please call Judy Heaton at 937-322-4450 or the church at 937-399-0838.  Someone will meet you 
there to take your gift or will pick up at your house.   

Please help the children of the Promise Neighborhood have a Merry Christmas.  November 30 is the deadline 
for your donations.  Any questions please call Judy. 

Would you like to volunteer at Promise Neighborhood Christmas Store?  You can do so on December 9-11 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. or Saturday, December 12 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Please call                
937-505-0330 or email  aclarkpromise@gmail.com 

Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting November 17, 2020, by Zoom conference call.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the 
meeting with prayer.   

Pastor’s report: Rev. McCormick reported that he will take vacation time for Thanksgiving week, including Sunday, 
November 29th.  The Rev. Arby Conn will be covering for pastoral emergencies and will be preaching on the 29th, the 
first Sunday of Advent. 

Finance Committee report:  

 The financial report for October showed an income, year-to-date, of $138,983 (this includes several pledges that 
have been prepaid for the entire year) and expenses of $147,477, giving a deficit of $8,494. 
Finance chair Carl Ahlm briefly discussed the tentative 2021 budget.  The committee is waiting for more pledges to be 
returned.  Having no in person worship and having even the on-line worship cancelled on November 8th reduced the 
number of pledge cards returned. 
 
The Nominating Committee reported the slate of officer candidates: 

 Session Class of 2023: Cathy Reid, Diana Harrison, Terry Rigio, Bob Triebelhorn 

 Session Class of 2022: Joe Stalder, 

 Session Class of 2021: David Hapner 

 Deacons Class of 2023: Cindy Chesnut, Gary Molnar, Donna Sebastian 

Nominating committee at-large members: Emily Aldinger (need 2 more) 
 
The next stated meeting of Session is online on December 15, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 

Since the onset of this pandemic, many of us, myself included, have been thrown into a   
computer dominated world that may seem foreign to us. The thought of celebrating the      
holidays via ‘zoom’ would have never crossed my mind. I hadn’t even heard the term. 

So, when I ran across this poem from an unknown author, I thought it said it all. Enjoy! 

 

The Computer swallowed Grandma 

 

The computer swallowed grandma 

Yes honestly it’s true 

She pushed ‘control’ and ‘enter’ 

And disappeared from view 

 

It devoured her completely 

The thought just makes me squirm 

She must have caught a ‘virus’ 

Or been eaten by a ‘worm’ 

 

I’ve searched through the ‘recycle bin’ 

And files of every kind 

I’ve even used the ‘internet’ 

But nothing did I find 

 

In desperation I asked Jeeves 

My searches to refine 

The reply from him was negative 

Not a thing was found ‘online’ 

 

So if inside your ‘inbox’ 

My grandma you should see 

Please ‘copy’, ‘scan’, and ‘paste’ her 

And send her back to me! 

 

Terry Rigio 

 



Sock It to Me Sundays! 

From now until December 15,  Northminster is collecting new socks for the 
homeless. Reports show that one thing that homeless folks need often are socks.  
Northminster would like to provide these to the Springfield Soup Kitchen to   
distribute during Christmas and the other winter holidays.  There is a new "trash" 
can labeled for sock donations, outside,  at the family room door for drop offs at 
any time.  Thanks for helping to care for our brothers and sisters. 

"Northminster Thanks You" 

 

Thank you to everyone who has turned in 
your Estimate of Giving Card for 2021.  As 
Covid robs us all of fellowship and worship 
together, your stewardship through your time 
and talents is so important to Northminster 
and our Christian family. 

If you did not receive or have misplaced 
your Estimate of Giving Card, please call the 
office and we will mail you one. We are      
finalizing the 2021 Budget and would like to 
complete this important step in our         
Stewardship Campaign. 

Thank you for your support as we continue 
to share our faith and secure our future. 

Blessings ~ and may the peace of Christ be 
with you, 

Stewardship Ministry 
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Happy Birthday to: 

Terry Dersch         December   1 

Janet Hooper         December   2 

Shirley Hulsey         December   9 

Nancy Baker         December 14 

Walter Wheeler         December 15 

Margaret Wheeler          December 15 

Tammy Hickman           December 19 

Dawn White               December 23 

Terry Rigio              December 27 

Larry Hines           December 31 

 

       Happy Anniversary to: 

   18th -  Don and Donna Rankin 
(1949) 

Gifts Remembering . . . 

 Dick Johnson 

 David Hines 

 Helen Stalder 

 Dottie Good 

 Amy Griffin 

 Rick Leslie 

 Janet Digel 

An Altar Flower chart for 2021 has been 
posted.  The cost for Altar Flowers in 2021 
is $29. 

Feel free to sign up when you are in 
church, or call the office and Tammy will 
put your name on the date you would like. 
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WHICH REINDEER 
LIKES TO  
CLEAN?? 
 
 
 
COMET. 

      2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Please submit information to be included in the annual report to the office by December 31. 

Offering envelopes for 2021 are in.  Boxes have 
been placed in your mailbox at church.  Feel free 
to stop by and pick yours up, or if you prefer, call 
Tammy on Monday or Wednesday, between      
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., and she will meet you in 
the parking lot of the church and bring to your car. 

The family of Janet Helms Digel wishes to sincerely thank 
so many in the Northminster congregation for their         
generous memorial gifts and heart-felt cards expressing 
sympathy and condolences upon her passing on              
November 3rd. 
Due to the Covid virus, a service celebrating Mom's life 
cannot take place until a later date, this coming spring or 
summer. We do wish to express our deep appreciation to 
Pastor Dwight McCormick, Pastor Emeritus Frank Sparks, 
and music director David Hapner for their leadership in 
providing a short, but very moving service for our 12     
family members on November 6th. 
 

Sarah (Digel) Miller and John Digel 



            

  December  2020 
  

 

 

 December  1 Mission/Outreach Committee—6:30 p.m. 

 December  2 Music/Worship Committee—5:30 p.m. 

    Girl Scouts—6:00 p.m. 

 December  3 Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m. 

 December  8 Finance Committee—6:00 p.m. 

 December  9 PW Board—10:00 p.m. 

    Strategic Planning—5:30 p.m. 

 December 12 COG Breakfast 

 December 15 Session—7:00 p.m. 

 December 16 Girl Scouts—6:00 p.m. 

 December 20 Newsletter Deadline 

 December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 6:00 p.m. 

 December 25 Christmas 

 December 31 New Year’s Eve 

 

 

 

 

 
      

    But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see— 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
Luke 2:10-11 
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