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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

What the Pandemic Is Saying to the World. 

 

Humanity, you are all One. 

You are one beloved community, 

and you are one global sickness. 

You are all contagious—and always have been, 

unconsciously infecting and yet able to also 

bless one another. 

There are no higher and lower in this world. 

There is no smart or stupid; no totally right or totally wrong. 

The only meaningful division is between those who serve 

and those who allow themselves to be served. 

All the rest is temporary posturing. 

Many to whom you look for power and leadership 

have shown themselves to have empty hands, minds, and hearts. 

We are bereft of all satisfying explanations, 

all ledgers of deserving and undeserving. 

There are no perfect answers or absolute heroes. 

We must all wear a mask to protect the other from “me.” 

Don’t play the victim! 

Victimhood is always a waste of time—God’s time and yours. 

Instead, try to learn the important lessons. 

We are all in the same elementary school now. 

Here, we must learn to stand in two different places 

and to change places often. 

The served must also be the servants, 

and the servants must also be the served. 

Just stay in the eternal circle of the Suffering and the Servants. 

Christians call it the Body of Christ. 

We are not the first or the last generation 

that gets to suffer and to serve on this earth. 

 

                                                                 (continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 1) 

 

This poem from Father Richard Rohr was too good not to share. It bears some unpacking. This was written by 

Father Rohr at the beginning of the pandemic in March to his staff at the Center for Action and Contemplation 

in New Mexico. It expresses grief and anger-something with which we are all familiar during this tumultuous 

season. It also expresses perspective about our interdependence on one another. It reminds us there is an end 

to the pandemic even if it is not within sight. It invites humility.  

While I count myself among the leaders who have no adequate answers, I suggest that it is our faith in The 

Risen Christ Jesus that can help us navigate these uncharted waters. Our faith encourages us that we will get 

through this pandemic by trusting God and working together. In this political climate and while we are still 

grieving and lamenting all that has been lost, that is a tall order. I pray God helps us stand as the Body of 

Christ. The Apostle Paul says we are members of the Body of Christ (as the poem does) and that no part is 

more important than another (1 Corinthians 12). As we begin (or continue) to view other people as having 

worth and see ourselves and “them” as children of God, we will be transformed and seek to create Beloved 

Community above our need to be right. 

I echo the poem’s invitation to humility on all our parts. I add to it an invitation to listen for the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance. The poem encourages us to relate to one another as equals—the servant and the served. The Apostle 

Paul’s words from Romans 12:3 come to mind.  “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 

not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 

to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” This is a lesson I sorely need to hear and practice. Perhaps you 

do too.  

This call for humility is a good reminder during this contentious election and in the years following it. The 

country is divided, but the Body of Christ does not have to be. We can live in the tension of disagreement 

without complete division. This happens in part by committing our lives and wills over to the care of God as 

we understand God. That is part of how we can be a part of this delicate balance. 

Jesus Christ, our King who embodied servant leadership is with us. Please trust that God will give us strength 

and love us through this election, this pandemic and through all the challenges we face. You all remain ever in 

my prayers. Please include me in yours. 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) 

 

Dwight 
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Happy Anniversary to: 
 
November 2   
  Charlie and Jean Myers (1956) 
November 16 
   Nick and Sarah Nan (2012) 

 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

 

Dwight McCormick  November   8 

Bill Harrison  November 11 

Jim Lamborn  November 11 

Chris Reid   November 20 

Pete Torok   November 20 

Chloe McCormick  November 22 

Donna Sherry   November 26 

Joan Garrett  November 28 

Terry Hooper   November 29 

 

Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting October 27, 2020, by Zoom conference call.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the 
meeting with prayer.   

Pastor’s report: Rev. McCormick shared a blog from Jan Edmiston talking about how in many respects things will never 
“return to normal”, and that’s all right.  She asks: “Are we willing to give up all the old ways we’ve been the Church for 
the sake of the Gospel?”.    

Finance Committee report: The financial report for September showed an income, year-to-date, of $127,563 (this        
includes several pledges that have been prepaid for the entire year) and expenses of $133,579, giving a deficit of $6,016.   
 
Session accepted, with regret, Shirley Hulsey’s resignation from session. 

By consensus, session agreed to Mission/Outreach Committee’s request that Northminster again participate in the   
Promise Neighborhood’s Christmas store. 

Session approved two motions from the Strategic Planning Committee: 1) That Northminster adopt a 3 to 6-year plan to 
focus on each of the 3 legs of the Matthew 25 Ministry: eradicating systemic poverty, dismantling structural racism, and 
building congregational vitality.  2) Assuming Motion #1 is passed, consider restructuring some church committees to 
better focus on the Matthew 25 Ministry legs. 

The next stated meeting of Session is online on November 17, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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DON’T FORGET!    
Sunday, November 1 
Daylight Savings Time 
ends.  Set your clocks 
back one hour. 

Northminster Presbyterian Church has received a       
Beautification Award!!! 

On October 12, Marianne Nave, Chairman of the       
Community Beautification Committee of         
Springfield, delivered and presented us with the 
award, in recognition of beautification efforts to 
help enhance the natural beauty of Springfield, 
Ohio.  The 55th Annual Beautification Awards     
ceremony was to take place on October 4 at The 
Courtyard by Marriott.  However, the public 
presentation was canceled due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic.   

We are thrilled that Northminster has received this 
special recognition.  We give special thanks to our 
Property Committee for their care and dedication 
to both inside and outside the church, and to Paul 
Gamble’s Lawn Care for beautifully maintaining 
our church grounds. 

 

Life is a gift: 

Share more! 

All Saints' Day, also known as All     
Hallows' Day, is a Christian feast day 
celebrated in honor of all the saints, 
known and unknown. In Western  
Christianity, it is celebrated on          
November 1.  Protestants generally 
commemorate all Christians, living and 
deceased, on All Saints' Day; if they   
observe All Saints Day at all, they use it 
to remember all Christians both past 
and present. All Saints' Day is             
celebrated on the first Sunday in        
November. It is held, not only to        
remember Saints, but also to remember 
all those who have died who were 
members of the local church              
congregation. In some congregations, a 
candle is lit by the acolyte or church 
member as each person's name is 
called out in memory of each person. 
Prayers and responsive readings may 
accompany the event. 
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Gifts Remembering . . . 

     Dick Johnson 

 David Hines 

 Helen Stalder 

 Dottie Good 

 Amy Griffin 

 Rick Leslie 

If Pilgrims were 
alive today, what 
would they be 
known for? 
 

Their age. 

A Dollar and a Quarter 

“When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child . . . .”              
(1 Corinthians 13:11) 
 

Life was always special on Sunday, especially growing up in the 1950’s.  Sunday morning was always 
a bit rushed with fighting for the bathroom, getting dressed, and a somewhat quick breakfast.  With 
an “O.K. kids, let’s go,” my sister and I reported to the kitchen door by the garage for inspection.  I 
with my suit jacket and clip-on tie and my younger sister in her dress with her white shoes and 
purse stood ready while Dad inspected us.  Just before he opened the door to leave, he would always 
give each of us a quarter for Sunday School.  And then like almost every family I knew, we were off 
to Sunday School and morning worship. Later, when we returned from church, Mom would have 
lunch which was often my favorite: fried chicken and mashed potatoes.  Each Sunday morning the 
routine was almost the same. 
 

One morning as my sister Nancy and I stood for inspection prior to leaving for church, something 
different happened.  My dad suddenly realized he forgot to get change to give us for Sunday School.  
Mom and Dad looked everywhere, but they could only find one quarter.  So, Dad gave the quarter to 
my little sister.  Surprisingly, he then opened his wallet, took out a one-dollar bill, and gave it to me.  
Boy, did I feel special that morning ~ a whole dollar bill!  It is hard to describe how I felt during the 
car ride to church that day.  While in Sunday School as the offering plate was passed around, I saw 
Nancy take her quarter out of her little purse and put it in the plate.  She then handed it to me, and - 
proudly taking my time - I slowly unfolded my dollar bill and placed it into the offering plate.  I felt 
so proud that Sunday in being able to share a whole dollar.   
 

This was but one of the ways that my parents taught us to share.  “. . . When I became a man, I put 
the ways of childhood behind me” (1 Corinthians 13:11), and I have learned so many other ways to 
share with God and others. From those days of my youth with a dollar and a quarter, happily I am 
now able to give so much more than a dollar.  I know my sister Nancy feels the same. 
 
Blessings . . . . . .and share more, 
Carl Ahlm 
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 

Almost exactly a year ago, we hosted Janet Miller from Dayton as we introduced (or rather re-introduced) The Third 
Thirty program.  We were all very excited to launch the Third Thirty program and got off to a great start, and then the 
pandemic hit and everything came to a grinding halt as all in person church programming pretty much stopped dead in its 
tracks.   

As a committee, we have struggled to keep a focus going for the Adult Visionary Ministry over the last many months using 
the monthly newsletter, a bi-weekly mini newsletter to those who do not use technology, and mailing cards to those we 
are aware cannot get out as much.  We look forward to a  time when we can again meet face-to-face, but for now will 
continue the above mention avenues as well as seek some new ones as this pandemic continues to force us to remain 
home, masked and distanced when out, and concerned (afraid?). 

The committee has been meeting regularly via zoom.  As we near the beginning of a new calendar year we are seeking to 
add a couple of members to our committee and would like you to consider becoming a part of this planning team.  We 
meet monthly (mostly) via zoom to plan and consider how we might serve older adults in our faith community.  If this is 
something that you feel interested in, please contact one of our members. 

Our offering for this month’s newsletter is an excerpt from the POAMN (Presbyterian Older Adult Ministry Network) by 
Janet Miller regarding one of the activities included in the Third Thirty program – Life Review.  As part of her capstone 
project she actually put one of these together.  Hope you enjoy reading about this activity, and perhaps even spend some 
time putting together something of your own. 

 

LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD: AN INTRODUCTION TO LIFE REVIEW by Janet E. Miller, PhD / Dayton, 
Ohio  

Glue tubes, scissors, magazines, and small poster boards lay scattered on tables. Faces scrunched in thought or smiled in 
remembrance. Chatter came and went as thoughts and ideas were shared. We were in the Spiritual Formation course, led 
by Rev. Mary Anona Stoops, enjoying a creative but soul-searching task: make a miniposter representative of your life. I 
was taking the assignment seriously. Earlier in the week, we had discussed life reviews and the topic started some deep 
thinking on my part. I easily identified much unfinished business in my life, many examples of how forgiveness would 
free my soul, and a great need for me to build appreciation for who God made me to be. I recalled the often-used phrase 
“God doesn’t make junk” and knew the phrase became popular because many people, including older adults, were still 
working out the beauty of their life. While there are various prescribed techniques for life reviews, one outcome is a fresh 
outlook on the life lived so that a person can look positively to the future. To be sure, a life review is not a replacement 
for professional counseling especially if a particularly challenging issue arises. Rather, the process should stimulate a 
positive, balanced perspective that allows one to appreciate their happy experiences, rewarding accomplishments and 
good circumstances. The concept of life review is hardly new as even Plato mentioned the universality of the process. 
Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” That is, one should think about one’s life and what one is doing 
with the gift of life rather than going by routinized patterns. In modern times, Robert Butler (Butler, 1963) is credited 
with formalizing the concept and identifying the importance of life reviews and their role in the aging process. Erik 
Erikson (Erikson, 1950) developed an Eight Stage psychological model and the last stage is Integrity versus Despair. 
Achieving   Integrity is the goal of maturity, meaning one has accepted the life that was lived, and life reviews support 
reaching that ultimate goal. During a life review, a person systematically goes through the life they have lived        
extracting nuggets to examine. There can be various goals. Some are done just to document the life lived.  

                                                                                                                                                          (Continued on next page) 
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 

(A grandparent may decide to write a book about their life so that their children and grandchildren can learn what 
they went through and what life was like. Some reviews are done to help understand and reframe different episodes of 
experience.  (For example, a person who had an awkward childhood can work on focusing on the good events of     
growing up rather than the frustrating parts.) Life review work can promote improved self-esteem. Other people may 
not realize the significance of their accomplishments — from raising children to being the first person in their family 
to earn a high school degree.  

Looking back, though, can help many people identify and feel proud of what they have accomplished. Finally, some are 
done to try to understand what the purpose of their life was and where to go from here. By looking back and          
examining the past, one can look forward figuring out what can be done next. Using resources mentioned in the     
classes, references suggested by the OAM certification team and other material that I was able to locate, I compiled a 
repository of information as a basis for my capstone….. Topics include an overview of life review, basic concepts of  
storytelling, the healing practice of forgiveness, identifying life’s turning points and thinking about life ahead….. I 
looked carefully through the magazines, scissors at the ready to extract what resonated with my mental focus to     
characterize my life. I concentrated on evaluating the various images against what I sensed within myself. My choices: 
A plant just beginning to sprout. An open field with a backpack ready to start an adventure. A black-capped chickadee 
perched on a water bucket eyeing the     opportunities ahead. A curious wolf with an intelligent gaze. A large cross  
sitting in the woods made from thick, roughly hewn tree branches. And the word “Overcoming.” The word gave me hope 
that, although I still had lots of work to do on appreciating and understanding my life, I was moving in the right  
direction with writing a life review and facilitating others to do the same.  
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Peace and Global Witness Offering 
 
The funds raised from this offering are split three ways: 
50% - The Presbyterian Mission Agency uses the funds to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of    
 violence through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
25% - Mid councils will use funds for ministries of peace and reconciliation.  
25% - Northminster will donate once again to On the Rise a local ministry that serves at-risk youth in Clark 
County.  They serve youth who are struggling with family, social, educational and behavioral issues.  On the 
Rise is located on an eight-acre farm in North Hampton.  The group facilitates extended learning                
opportunities allowing youth to gain life skills, social skills, and employment skills with the collaboration  
of many of Springfield’s resources.  These programs promote responsibility, compassion, work ethic and     
positive self-image, but most of all, they give students a chance to succeed.   As of October 25, we have  
received $190.00 for the Peace and Global Witness Offering. 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Joy Offering 
 
Once again, the holiday season is quickly approaching. The Christmas Joy offering provides assistance for 
those who have dedicated their lives to the service of the church and also supports leadership development 
and education at Presbyterian-related racially ethnic schools and colleges. 
 

We will be collecting this offering during the season of Advent. Watch for the special envelopes in          
December’s newsletter.  You may drop your offering off at the church office, mail it into the church, or 
place it in the offering plate during Sunday services, if we are having in-person services. Please consider 
supporting this offering.  
 
 
 
 
Springfield Promise Neighborhood Christmas Store 
 
We are once again supporting their Christmas store this year and donations are needed!  A large box has 
been placed in the family room for new or gently used toys, puzzles, etc.  Also accepted are money          
donations.  If you cannot bring your gift to the church, please call Judy Heaton at 937-322-4450 or the 
church at 937-399-0838.  Someone will meet you there to take your gift or will pick up at your house.   
 

Please help the children of the Promise Neighborhood have a Merry Christmas. 
November 30 is the deadline for your donations.  Any questions please call Judy. 
 

Thank you! 
Yours in Christ, 
Judy Heaton 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Clifton Avenue Church of God Food Pantry 

Thank you to everyone who has donated thus far to Clifton Avenue’s Food Pantry.  We  
are mailing a check the first week of November for $595.36.  THANK YOU!!!  This is in 
addition to two checks that came in totaling $150 that were mailed earlier, as they were 
made payable to Clifton COG.  That is a grand total of $745.36 so far!!!!  Thank you for 
your generosity in providing hope to hundreds of needy families in Springfield.   



            

 November 2020 
 Nov. 1  Daylight Savings Time ends 
   All Saints’ Day 
 Nov. 2  AVM meeting Zoom—6:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 3  Mission/Outreach meeting Zoom—6:30 p.m. 
 Nov. 4  Music & Worship Comm.—5:30 p.m. 
   Girl Scouts—6:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 5  Dulcimer Club—6:00 p.m.  
 Nov. 8  Stewardship Sunday 
 Nov. 10 Finance Comm.—6:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 11 PW Board—10:00 a.m. 
   Strategic Planning—5:30 p.m. 
 Nov. 17 Session meeting Zoom—7:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 18 Girl Scouts—6:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 22 Communion 
   Newsletter Deadline 
 Nov. 26 Thanksgiving—A blessed Thanksgiving to you all 
 
 
 
 
   
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
Jeremiah 29:11 
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