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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank you,                                       
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor 

Our church has suffered an inordinate amount of loss and trauma within 
this past year – deaths, hospitalizations, serious illnesses, losses of jobs 
and money, isolation, emotional turmoil. Because we consider each other 
family, each of these losses significantly impacts all of us. We want to be 
there for each of us and we want to provide whatever assistance we can, 
in whatever way we can. Out of necessity, the pandemic has limited both 
our ability to respond, and our ability to communicate our needs with 
each other. We have missed opportunities and have not been able to     
always provide what we so much want to provide. That has frustrated all 
of us. 

In awareness of a need to meet these needs, but also in recognition that 
this will always be an issue in caring congregations, the Session has    
approved the formation of the Northminster CARE (Caring and          
Responsive Environment – I know, it’s a cute acronym) Committee. The 
purpose is to provide a coordinated and structured response to traumatic 
events in the lives of our church members.  

This is not to displace any current groups or activities, but to be a      
specified committee to receive information and to help funnel needs to 
appropriate existing groups. Several church members have already      
volunteered to assist with this committee. We continue to look for       
volunteers and recommendations for both participating on the committee 
or for offering to help with phone calls, providing food, and making visits 
when we are able to. The next page is a rough outline of the                
responsibilities of the committee. 

Remember that, with Christ, all things are possible. 

You opened up my window 
And let the sun come in. 
You brightened up my world 
And let the day begin. 
Rain became another memory 
As time stood in wait for me. 
You fill my life completely 
And there’s little else I need. 
And I see you in the morning 
And I hold you in the night. 
And just knowing that you’re with me 
Helps me know that we’re alright. 
 

Thank you, 
Kevin Creager 
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES MARCH 28, PALM SUNDAY 
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Northminster CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee 

 

Purpose: 

To provide a coordinated response when a church member has medical, physical, or emotional well-being 
needs. 

 

Suggested areas: 

1)  Death of a church member 

A.  Assistance in arranging church services 

B.  Columbarium assistance 

C.  If needed, contact with funeral home 

D.  If needed, food for meal after service 

E.  Organizing food for family 

2)  Death of a family member 

A.  Cards and expressions of condolences 

B.  If needed, food for family 

3)  Hospitalizations 

A.  Notification of pastor 

B.  Phone calls 

C.  Cards and expressions of condolences 

D.  Visits, when permitted 

E.  Addressing family needs – food, transportation, etc. 

4)  Illnesses/Rehabilitations 

A.  Notification of pastor 

B.  Phone calls 

C.  Cards and expressions of condolences 

D.  Visits, when permitted 

E.  Addressing family needs – food, transportation, etc. 

5)  Personal/Family Trauma (loss of job, car, etc.) 

A.  Notification of pastor 

B.  Determination of personal desires and needs 

C.  Organizing assistance in providing for needs 

 

All of the above to be provided according to the wishes of the church member or family. Notification of 
the congregation as a whole is also according to the wishes of church member or family. Many direct    
services can be provided through pastoral care, Deacons, Presbyterian Women, or personal friends. The 
purpose of this committee would be to ensure that needs are being met and that the church has an           
organized response in place. 

 

Please contact Kevin Creager at (937)631-7210 if you are interested in helping out in any way. 
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Anne Hines    April   3 

Tom Stout    April 11 

Maryellen Purkey   April 12 

Mary Smith    April 14 

Robinn Ridder   April 15 

Lucy Wheeler   April 16 

Joyce Carpenter   April 20 

June Hughes   April 20 

Edna Roeder    April 23 

Joe Stalder    April 24 

Lindy McMahon   April 26 

Marta Stalder   April 26 

Lois Shroyer    April 29 

 

 

 

 

  April 15   Dwight and Sarah McCormick  

  April 22  Kent and Donna Sherry  
    

Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting March 16, 2020, by Zoom conference call.  Rev. Robert Wade (Moderator of      
session) opened the meeting with prayer.   

Moderator’s report: Rev. Bob Wade is Northminster’s liaison from the Miami Presbytery Committee on Ministry and 
has been appointed to moderate session in Rev. McCormick’s absence.  He reported that he had met online with Rev. 
McCormick on March 15th; that he (Dwight) is recovering well, and that he plans to return to Northminster in early 
April.  Rev. Kathleen Burslem will be preaching at least through Easter Sunday. 

Finance Committee report:  
*The financial report for February showed an income, year-to-date, of $33,133 and expenses of $23,394, giving a    
surplus of $9,739.  Finance chair Carl Ahlm pointed out that the YTD income includes some pledges that have been 
paid for the whole year. 
*Chair Carl Ahlm shared that Janet Digel’s family have requested that any memorial gifts given in her honor be used 
for expenses for the music program. 
 
Session approved retuning to in person worship on Palm Sunday, observing public health guidelines (mask wearing, 
distancing, no singing, no eating or drinking [except for communion]).  The services will continue to be live streamed 
on Facebook. 
 
A new committee:     Session approved a motion from RE Kevin Creager to establish a “CARE” (Caring and           
Responsive Environment) committee.  CARE would be made up of at least one member each from session, deacons, 
columbarium committee, and PW, along with any congregation members interested in serving.  CARE is envisioned as 
a “triage” committee to help members or friends of the congregation with visitation, funeral/memorial service          
arrangements, food and so on.  It is hoped that CARE will spread the load so that the whole burden doesn’t fall upon 
one or two persons. 
 
Session also approved a request from Rev. Frank Sparks’ family to hold a memorial service for him at Northminster on 
Saturday, July 24th.  The family will abide by any public health guidelines that are in force at that time. 
 
The next stated meeting of Session is on April 20, 2021 at 7:00 PM, possibly in person. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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We try to be a caring and prayerful congregation.  That means, among other things, that we 

pray for members, families of members, friends, and others when they are in need of support 

and faith. Today’s HIPPA laws prohibit health care providers from notifying us if you or    

family are given health care or hospitalized. We must count on you or your family to notify us 

when there is an illness or medical situation that would benefit from our support and prayers.  

Please call the office to let us know what is going on with you, your family, and your friends, 

and if the concern is to be kept private, or can it be shared with the congregation.  Jesus’s love 

for us did not have any boundaries; we want to share that support with you whenever you may 

need it or want it. 

2021 Gifts Remembering . . . .  

Janet Digel 

Frank Sparks 

Mike Blumenschein 

Don Hughes 

Dorothy Kozak 

2021 BEQUESTS 

 

Frank Sparks 
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Clifton Avenue Church of God Food Pantry 

 

Northminster has been supporting this food pantry for a number of years, but I don’t think we’ve ever      
provided any statistics about the number of people and families served. Here are some statistics for calendar 
year 2020. 

The pantry served a total of 230 households with 814 people. (This does not count the multiple times a 
household/person is served.) The average visits per household was 2.88. We know several families came 
most every time the pantry was open, while others came only a few times.  

Breaking this down by age: 

 17 years old or younger  33% (272 individuals) 

 18-59 years old  52% (425 individuals) 

 60 years old or older  15% (117 individuals) 

 

Dividing these categories even further, the largest age groups were 5-17 years old with 225 individuals and 
35-59 years old with 252 individuals. The youngest served, ages 0-4, make up 47 of the individuals served. 
The oldest served, age 85+, total eight. 

The food given out is intended to provide three days’ worth of meals for the families. This means that 
18,585 meals were provided to the families that came to the pantry.  

Thank you for continuing to support this much-needed resource for families in the south Springfield area. 

Susan Dersch 
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What do you call a row of  
rabbits hopping away? 

 

A receding hare line! 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

Our One Great Hour of Sharing offering continues thru Easter Sunday, April 4.  Please take part in this      
important mission offering by making a donation and placing it in the enclosed envelope and returning it by 
mail or place in the offering plate.  By doing so, your gift enables the church to share God’s love with our 
neighbors around the world, helping people who lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water,          
sanitation, education, and opportunity. 

Thank you, 
Sara Arnott 
 
 

“SPRING FOR CHILDREN” MISSION PROJECT 

 
The first carload of items for the "Spring for Children" mission project have been delivered to Kali Lawrence 
of the Springfield Promise Neighborhood.  Thank you for your generous donations!!! 
 
Please continue to fill the bins or boxes with school supplies, hygiene supplies, or tech supplies.  We will 
continue this project through April 15.  Let’s help these children have a fun and rewarding school year by 
helping see that they have enough school supplies, hygiene supplies, and fun things to do.   
 

*Educational Supplies: pens, pencils, papers, crayons, art supplies, board games, books, science kits, and        
puzzles 

*Tech supplies:  stylus, ear buds, AA and AAA batteries, and blue-light glasses 

*Hygienic supplies: toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, body wash, and feminine hygiene supplies 

*Books, games, and puzzles can be gently used items 

Donations may be dropped off at the outside bins or inside the church in the family room by the mailboxes.   

If you have questions, please call Sue Creager at 937-631-1358 or the members of the Mission and Outreach 
Committee .  Thank you. 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Prayer marking one year of COVID-19 – from The Presbyterian Outlook 
By:  Keith Dove is the Sid & Cathy Batts Pastoral Resident at First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro,              
North Carolina. 
 
We lament our year of sickness. 
God who both forms light and creates darkness, 
we saw our world covered with sickness, 
and that sickness continues yet. 
Heal us, those we love and all who have been afflicted, 
that we may all be restored. 
 
We lament our year of death. 
God of eternal life, 
we saw our world plagued by the shadow of death. 
Give comfort to those who mourn, 
those whom we know, 
and those whom we do not, 
that we may all find hope in your promise of resurrection. 
 
We lament our year of isolation. 
God of table and feasting together, 
our homes are lonely, 
and we have been unable to welcome guests in. 
Sustain us with hope for crowded tables, 
where there is room and enough for all, 
that we may have a taste of the final table in your kingdom that is yet to come. 
 
We lament our year of worshipping apart. 
God of community and communion, 
we miss worshipping together in one place, 
and we have been deprived of an embodied community. 
Draw us together once more, 
with a renewed vision of what your community should be, 
that we may experience earth as it is in heaven. 
 
We lament our year of injustices becoming even more stark. 
God of justice and righteousness, 
we have seen the rich get richer, the poor get poorer, 
and widespread unemployment. 
We have watched our neighbors of color die in the streets, 
and heard the anguished cries for justice. 
We have endured division and hatred, 
unable to find a neighbor anywhere. 
Instill in us a vision of your kingdom, 
where all are safe and have enough, 
that we may co-labor with you 
until it is accomplished. 
 
We celebrate the light we see in the darkness. 
God of new life and resurrection, 
we celebrate that we can now see an end 
to the sickness, death and isolation. 
We are thankful for the global community 
that has worked together to bring about vaccines, 
for the essential workers who have cared for us, 
and for all the ways that we have been neighbors to each other. 
Shine your light brightly and overcome the shadows, 
that all shall be well, and all shall be well, 
and all manner of thing shall be well; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



            

 April 2021 
 April   1 Maundy Thursday @ Covenant—7:00 p.m. 
 April   4 Easter—Communion 
 April   5 Adult Visionary Ministry—6:15 p.m. Zoom 
 April   7 Music/Worship—6:00 p.m. Zoom 
 April 13 Finance Committee—6:00 p.m. Zoom 
 April 14 Strategic Planning—6:15 p.m. Zoom 
 April 15 Dulcimer Club—3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 April 20 Session—7:00 p.m. Zoom 
 April 25 Newsletter Deadline 
 April 26 Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m. 
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NORTHMINSTER 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ  
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus. 

He is not here; He has risen! 

                                 Luke 24:6 


