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“Look up, you whose gaze is fixed on
this earth, who are spellbound by the
little events and changes on the face of
the earth. Look up to these words, you
who have turned away from heaven
disappointed. Look up, you whose eyes
are heavy with tears and who are heavy
and who are crying over the fact that the
earth has gracelessly torn us away. Look up, you who, burdened
with guilt, cannot lift your eyes. Look up, your redemption is
drawing near. something different from what you see daily will
happen. Just be aware, be watchful, wait just another short
moment. Wait and something quite new will break over you: God
will come.” God is in the Manger, Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
What a hopeful word from this 20th century theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. He lived during the time of Nazi Germany and lived
into Christian hope even in the midst of all of the evil in the world
during his time. His words can impact you and me in the current
day too. I echo his invitation to look up and expect The Divine to
show us redemption.
I pray we are looking and expecting to encounter the Divine
during this Advent and Christmas Season. God is coming to us
again in glory--no one knows the day or time. God has also
already come to the earth in the form of a vulnerable baby in a
stable—God miraculously emptied into human flesh to reveal to us
the extent to which God will go to love us.
It is for this reason that we can hope. We can look up and take
comfort that Christ is coming. This year Christmas and Advent
have a bit more hope in them this year than they did last year.
I imagine it has a lot to do with Covid numbers nationally being
more manageable (but we’re not over this pandemic yet!). It has
something to do with an effective vaccine helping even infected
folks stay out of the hospital. It has a lot to do with the possibility
of spending holidays with others and feeling cautiously safe.
(continued next page)
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But no matter what the condition of the world, because of God, we can hope. Our eyes have been heavy with
tears and the earth has gracelessly torn so much away from us over the past two years. I invite us like
Bonhoeffer to look up to God and see something different from what we see daily. We do not look with hope
because of our power and will, but because of the faithfulness of God.
Hang in there folks for God is a refuge and strength, an ever present help in times of trouble. I pray we see
hope, peace, joy and this love coming to us in Jesus Christ. I pray you have a blessed Advent and a Merry
Christmas! Rejoice, for our redemption is near! Thanks be to God.
Pastor Dwight

Why the Advent Wreath?
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the
turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray for the
return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in
the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are
signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of
that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s
coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of
hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the promises of
God with prayer.
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting November 16, 2021, in person in the Family Room. The Moderator,
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Finance Committee report: The financial report for October showed an income, year-to-date, of $131,892 and
expenses of $142,978 giving a deficit of $11,086. The Vanguard invested funds continue to perform well.
Chair of the Property Committee reported that the septic system on the west side of the building is need of
servicing and that he will be addressing that repair.
Personnel Committee presented the proposed Pastor’s terms of call for 2022. Session approved the package
as presented. The compensation package will be presented to the congregation for approval at the
November 21, 2021 congregational meeting.
Music and Worship committee will be asking for help in “hanging of the greens” after worship on
November 28 (first Sunday of Advent).
The next stated meeting of Session is on December 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanks to everyone who participated in any way with Presbyterian Women’s first annual Fall Festival.
Because of the support and generosity of our church family and our community, PW was able to raise $2,550
to be donated to local charitable organizations. That was above what we had hoped to raise the first year of our
festival.
In keeping with our church’s goal of feeding the hungry, we chose to support 3 local organizations that do just
that. We donated $1,000 to The Springfield Soup Kitchen, $1,000 to The Clifton Ave. Church of God food
bank, and $500 to The Promise Neighborhood. Thank you all for making that possible.
Plans are already underway for next year’s Fall Festival. We hope we can count on your continued support.
PW Board: Nancy Baker, Judy Heaton, Shirley Hulsey, Barbara Owen, Terry Rigio, and
Marilyn Scheiderer
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Esther Circle will meet on Monday,
December 13, at 5:30 p.m., at
Linardos Villa, 2230 E. Main Street.
Each person may order off the menu.
If interested in attending, please see
or call Ruth George or
Cindy Chesnut by Friday,
December 10.

An Altar Flower chart for 2022 will be
posted beginning December 12. The cost
for Altar Flowers in 2022 is $29.
Feel free to sign up when you are in
church, or call the office and Tammy will
put your name on the date you would like
to reserve.

Happy Anniversary to:
18th - Don and Donna Rankin
(1949)

Happy Birthday to:
Terry Dersch
Janet Hooper
Shirley Hulsey
Nancy Baker
Walter Wheeler
Margaret Wheeler
Tammy Hickman
Dawn White
Terry Rigio
Larry Hines

December 1
December 2
December 9
December 14
December 15
December 15
December 19
December 23
December 27
December 31
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CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of
the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the
Northminster Family.

Thanks to all who have pledged their support
for Northminster, our Church Family, and our
Ministry. If you did not have the opportunity to
pledge and wish to do so, please contact Tammy
and she will send you a green Commitment
Card.

Northminster will be "adopting" 2 families
through the Rocking Horse Center. Since the
pandemic has caused a number of changes,
including the use of Amazon to acquire the toys/
gifts, members are asked to donate money to the
"Rocking Horse Families". Nate and Kate Smith
have volunteered to do the buying and wrapping
(if necessary) for the two families. Thanks for
your generous support in continuing this ministry
of our church.
From: The Mission/Outreach Committee and the
Board of Deacons
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Mission and Outreach Committee
Christmas Joy Offering
This offering provides assistance for those who have dedicated their lives to the service of the church and
also supports leadership development and education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and
colleges. You will be hearing more about this offering in the coming weeks. The Christmas Joy Offering
will be collected on December 19.
Souper Bowl Sunday
Once again this year we are asking that you bring in cans of soup on the NFL’s Super Bowl Sunday which is
February 13th. The soup will be donated to the food pantry at the Clifton Avenue Church of God.
Pill Bottle Donations
Reminder: Please continue to clean and donate your used pill bottles for the Matthew 25: Ministries.
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations of empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in shipments of medical
supplies and for shredding and recycling. This program fulfills the needs of improving medical care in
developing countries and caring for our environment.
The Mission Committee accepts large and small prescription and over-the-counter pill bottles with and
without child resistant plastic caps.
Bottles need to be prepared as follows:
-sort by color and type
-remove labels leaving no glue or residue (Goo Gone works well)
-wash bottles in very hot water and dish soap
-rinse and dry thoroughly
-replace lids on clean, dried bottles
-place clean, recapped bottles in large Ziplock bags marked “Clean Bottles”
Although the Mission Committee would prefer to receive the bottles prepared as stated above, we will still
accept the bottles and do the preparations ourselves.
Springfield Promise Neighborhood Christmas Store
We are once again supporting the Christmas store this year and donations and volunteers are needed! This is
held each year at Clifton Avenue Church of God. It will take place on Wednesday, December 8 through
Saturday, December 11. Wednesday through Friday hours are 4:00 to 6:00, and Saturday hours are 9:00 to
11:00, which is usually followed by a free meal that is “pack and go” for takeout. It is held in the large
dining room with tables set for $1, $3, and $5 items.
Tickets will be sold at the front door and small groups will be allowed in every ten minutes. They will exit
from the door in the dining room.
A box/table will be set up in the family room for your donations. Donations of toys, games, puzzles, and
items for teenage boys and girls are needed. Also accepted are cash donations. They have requested no
clothing or books, due to the lack of poor sales in past years. November 23 is the deadline for donations.
Cash donations can be made up until December 7.
Please help the children of the Promise Neighborhood have a Merry Christmas! If you have any questions
please call Judy Heaton.
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2021 Gifts Remembering . . . .
Janet Digel
Frank Sparks
Mike Blumenschein
Don Hughes
Dorothy Kozak
Edna Roeder
Bill Benston
Ken Arnold
Tom Stout
Carol Emerich
Richard Bierley

2021 BEQUESTS
Frank Sparks
Mike Blumenschein

You can make a donation from our website! Here is how you do
it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes up, go
to the bottom and click on “MAKE A DONATION”. Click the
yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or credit
card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster, right
click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a choice of
making this automatic if you wish.
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Offering envelopes for 2022 will be available in
your mailbox at church starting December 12.
You can pick them up when you come to worship
service or if you prefer, call Tammy on Monday
or Wednesday, between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.,
and she will meet you in the parking lot of the
church and bring to your car.

We are collecting items for next year’s Holiday
Festival in the fall. If you have holiday or home
decorations, jewelry, and items appropriate for the
Second Time Around area and don’t want to keep
them until next fall, you can drop them off at our
downstairs kitchen.
Please no clothes, books, or stuffed animals.
Thank you!
Sue Creager and Ruth George

2021 ANNUAL REPORT
Please submit information to be included in the annual report to the office by December 31.

WHY WAS THE
FOOTBALL
COACH SHAKING
THE VENDING
MACHINE?
BECAUSE HE
WANTED HIS
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December 1
December 2
December 5
December 6

December 7
December 8
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 16
December 19
December 21
December 24
December 25
December 26

December 31

Music/Worship Committee—6:00 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
Following worship: Adult Forum
Deacons meeting
Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
AVM—6:15 p.m.
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
Mission/Outreach—6:30 p.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
Strategic Planning—6:15 p.m.
Adult Forum following worship
Esther Circle—5:30 p.m. @ Linardos Villa
Finance Committee—6:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle—10:00 p.m.
Adult Forum following worship
Session—7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship—6:00 p.m.
Christmas
Newsletter Deadline
Communion
Adult Forum following worship
New Year’s Eve

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11

