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The Northern Light is published  
monthly September thru May  

with one summer issue.   
If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank You                                               

Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor 

Happy New Year! I pray the coming 
year is better than this last one. I trust 
that we will find moments of God’s 
grace throughout the year no matter what 
it holds. 

During our sabbatical in 2019, the Session began working with a 
Vital Congregations Initiative tool known as an “Immediate 
Toolkit”. In the toolkit were “seven marks” of Vital                 
Congregations. I have introduced them to you before--perhaps 
even in last year’s January newsletter. The Session voted to begin 
working to train Deacons and Ruling Elders in the marks. We  
engaged in the work of planning for Northminster’s future. The 
plans centered on these marks and use materials prepared by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency in Louisville KY. The seven marks 
of vital congregations are:  

*Lifelong Discipleship Formation 

*Intentional Authentic Evangelism 

*Outward Incarnational Focus 

*Empowered Servant Leadership 

*Spirit Inspired Worship 

*Caring Relationships 

*Ecclesial Health 

We began the process of training (two well attended in-person 
gatherings) and working with these marks as a means of planning. 
We used the tools given by the Presbyterian Mission Agency, but 
did so outside of the formal process of their initiative.  Then the 
pandemic started.  

Participation from Deacons and Elders was high as was our      
enthusiasm and energy. Once the pandemic hit, meeting in person 
was no longer an option. Session voted to wait until it was safe to 
meet again face to face. Once it became apparent that meeting in 
person safely was not going to be an option, we weighed the   
possibility of training via Zoom. Because a significant portion of 
the boards do not use computers and because of the logistics of 
training in this format, Session voted to wait for further trainings. 

                                                                     (continued on page 2) 
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Denise Molnar  January  4 

Norine Kmett  January  5 

Nancye Maxwell January  6 

Gary Molnar  January  7 

Butch Dodds  January 10 

Frank Sparks  January 10 

Jean Myers  January 17 

Phoebe McCormick January 18 

Lois Callam  January 18 

Jim Griffin  January 22 

Cindy Chesnut  January 27 

Pastor’s Message (continued from page 1) 

 

While we have not had a training, a group including Ruling 
Elders and Deacons who are the Strategic Planning     
Committee has emerged to help us keep from abandoning 
the process altogether. We are committed to working with 
the Vital Congregations Initiative and have decided since 
we are already waiting for in-person gatherings, that     
waiting while joining the formal process within our        
denomination is the approach we will take. This requires 
making an application through Louisville’s Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. Ruling Elders, Deacons, and I will be 
completing this application during the month of January 
and ask your prayers as we do so. If we are accepted as a 
participating congregation, then we will join a cohort of 
other churches with whom we will work through the      
process. If we are accepted, then the formal process will 
begin later in the year 2021. We earnestly believe this is 
what God is calling us to do and trust that if it is, God will 
guide us through the application and through the             
subsequent work to help Northminster. 

The pandemic has affected all of us in unexpected and    
unpleasant ways, some in grave ways. It has also forced 
some changes within the congregation that necessitate  
flexibility and creativity. We have been and will be in this 
space for months and years to come. Our desire is for 
Northminster to be around for the adaptive change that is 
happening, and that we will work together as we maneuver 
and plan. Please lift the leadership in prayer that we will do 
God’s will and have the power to carry out God’s will. 
Thank you. I pray you know how much you are loved, that 
God is with you, and that you remember there will be an 
end to this pandemic. The leadership of the church and I 
are praying for you. 

Much, much love, 

Dwight 

 

 

 

Joe & Marta Stalder—January 26 
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Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting December 15, 2020, by Zoom conference call.  Rev. Dwight McCormick opened 
the meeting with prayer.   

Pastor’s report: Rev. McCormick reported that on December 16 he will be meeting with Rev. Carl Ruby of Central 
Christian Church, Rev. Eli Williams of Urban Light Ministries, and representatives of Interfaith Hospitality       
Network to learn how Northminster may be able to help meet the needs of the increasing homeless population in 
Springfield. 

Finance Committee report:  

 The financial report for November showed an income, year-to-date, of $153,014 and expenses of $159,698, 
giving a deficit of $6,684. 

 Finance chair Carl Ahlm briefly reported on the results of the Stewardship Campaign; pledges are significantly 
lower than last year. 
Session unanimously approved the proposed 2021 budget.  This budget will be presented at the Annual             
Congregational meeting in January. 
 
Session approved the 2021 communion dates proposed by the Worship committee.  The next date for communion is 
January 10, 2021, during morning worship. 
 
Installation of new officers will take place on January 17, 2021. 
 
Session set January 24, 2021, immediately following the worship service as the date for the Annual meeting of the 
congregation; this meeting will be conducted online via Zoom conference call, as was the November meeting.    
 
The next stated meeting of Session is online on January 19, 2021 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THANK YOU!!! 
 
A big thank you to Ruth Circle and everyone who 
donated to Springfield Promise Neighborhood’s 
Christmas store.  They were very appreciative of 
the “amazing generosity of gifts in helping to make 
the store a tremendous success”. 
 
Thank you also to everyone who has donated to this 
years Christmas Joy offering.  As of                    
December 20, we have received $ 315. 

 
 

 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee For those of you who have been keeping up with 
Margareta Magnusson's cleaning advice, I have a       
concrete suggestion.  Grace Lutheran Church        
participates with other Lutheran churches in         
warehousing good used furniture and appliances for 
disaster relief.  When Jim and I moved out of our 
house on Kensington Place last year, they came and 
took a dozen pieces of furniture.  We found out later 
that some of the furniture went to some of the     
Dayton folks who lost everything in the 2019        
tornados.  On January 16th and 17th, from 2 PM to   
5 PM each day, Grace Lutheran will be hosting a 
"Stuff the Truck" event in their parking lot at       
1801 Saint Paris Pike.  For more information, call          
Steve Schumacher at 937-624-7074.  Just another 
opportunity to send off those possessions you no 
longer need to a good home somewhere else. 
Julie Griffin 

ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 

The official seal of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was adopted in 1985.  At first glance it looks like a 
cross.  But, it is intended to capture some of the important emphases of the Reformed tradition.  The following 
information is adapted from the PCUSA website. 
 
The Cross 
The cross represents the incarnate love of God in Jesus Christ, and his passion and resurrection.  Because of 
its association with Presbyterian history, the Celtic cross was chosen. 
 
The Pulpit 
Beneath the image of the book is the suggestion of a lectern or pulpit, which captures the important role of 
preaching in the history of Presbyterian worship. 
 
The Dove 
The uppermost section… the shape of a descending dove.  A symbol of the Holy Spirit, …also symbolizes 
Christ’s baptism by John and the peace and wholeness which his death and resurrection bring to a broken 
world. 
 
The Fish 
In the shape of the descending dove, one can discern the form of a fish, an early-Christian sign for Christ,    
recalling his ministry to those who hunger. 
 
The Cup 
In the lower central part of the image of the cross one can find a baptismal font or a communion chalice (cup) 
both images of the sacraments … an ongoing sign and symbol of God’s presence with us and working through 
us.              
 
The Fire 
The flames convey a double meaning: a symbol of revelation in the Old Testament when God spoke to Moses 
from the burning bush, and the beginning of the Christian church when Christ manifested himself to his    
apostles at Pentecost and charged them to be messengers of the good news of God’s love. 
 
The Bible 
The two center lines of the cross represent an open book… the role of Scripture as a means of knowing God’s 
word. 
 
The Trinity 
The triangle a traditional symbol of the Trinity also suggests the nature of Presbyterian government, with its 
concern for balance and order, dividing authority between clergy and elders and among different governing 
bodies. 
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WHAT DO YOU GET 
WHEN YOU CROSS A 
SNOWMAN WITH A 
VAMPIRE? 

FROSTBITE 

2020 Recap  

$3,855 in total 

 

   Gifts Remembering . . . 

 Dick Johnson 

 David Hines 

 Helen Stalder 

 Dottie Good 

 Amy Griffin 

 Rick Leslie 

 Janet Digel 

 

"Per Capita and Offering Envelopes" 
 
Offering envelopes for 2021 have been 
placed in your mailbox at church for pick 
up.  Per Capita for 2021, as set by        
Presbytery, is $52.23 per active member to 
help underwrite operating costs of our 
Presbytery.  This amount has been placed 
on each box of Offering envelopes as 
well.  If at all possible, we do ask that 
members try to pay their share of this 
cost.  If doing so, please denote on your 
check and/or envelope that this is for Per 
Capita costs. Feel free to stop by the 
church to pick up your envelopes, or if you 
prefer, call Tammy on Mondays or 
Wednesdays between 9 am and 2 pm, and 
she will meet you in the parking lot of the 
church and bring them to your car. 



            January 2021 
 January   1  New Year’s Day 

 January   4  AVM Zoom—6:15 p.m. 

 January  9  Strategic Planning—10:00 a.m.—Noon 

 January 12  Finance Committee Zoom—6:00 pm 

 January 13  Strategic Planning Zoom—6:15 p.m. 

 January 17  Installation of Officers 

 January 18  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 January 19  Session Zoom—7:00 p.m. 

 January 24  Congregational Meeting via Zoom 

    Newsletter Deadline 
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