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The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
23
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24
“The Lord is my portion,” says my
soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.”
25
The Lord is good to those who wait
for him, to the soul that seeks him.
26
It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
27
It is good for one to bear
the yoke in youth,
28
to sit alone in silence
when the Lord has imposed it,
29
to put one’s mouth to the dust
(there may yet be hope),
30
to give one’s cheek to the smiter,
and be filled with insults.
31
For the Lord will not
reject forever.
32
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
33
for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve anyone.
-Lamentations 3:22-33

___________________________________PASTORS

The book of Lamentations is a small book of Hebrew
poetry. It was written during the fall of Jerusalem to the
Babylonians during the sixth century of the Common
Era. It was written as an acrostic as an aid to
memorizing the verses. The book would have been
recited or sung as part of worship. The loss of a nation
(Israel) and its central identity (the destruction of The
Temple) were what was being mourned in the book.
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While we are wrong to equate our current struggles with that of Jewish suffering, it is not a
stretch to say that we are grieving over the past 18 months of The Pandemic. It is into a
space of grief that the author writes the above passage. For the first 21 verses the lament is
described. In the above text we have the hopeful response of the author describing God’s
faithfulness and care. I invite us to internalize these words into our hearts and minds. The
words were good news to the original audience of Jewish folks in exile. They are good news
to you and me too. We need to hear these words of encouragement as we continue to emerge
from The Pandemic. God’s steadfast love never ends. Great is God’s faithfulness. We will
hope in God.
While I’m not inclined to want to offer my cheek to the smiter (we don’t use the word smite
enough in conversation), I wholeheartedly embrace that God will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love (HESED-in Hebrew). I pray this set of
verses is as encouraging to you as it is to me. God is with us and will continue guiding us
from where we are to where we can be. Thanks be to God.
Pastor Dwight

Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting June 15, 2021, in person in the Family Room. The Moderator,
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Finance Committee report:
The financial report for May showed an income, year-to-date, of $79,656 and expenses of $62,288, giving a
surplus of $17,369. It was pointed out that the YTD income includes some pledges that have been paid for the
whole year.
Session again discussed modifying our protocols for in person worship and other gatherings in light of
changes in the state mandates.
Session approved a motion that as of July 1, fully vaccinated persons are not required to wear masks during
worship or other gatherings; congregational singing is still not allowed.
Other motions approved:
 From Deacons: Resume grocery collections in support of the Clifton Ave. Church of God food pantry on
July 4.
 From Presbyterian Women: A fundraiser in late September consisting of a craft supply sale combined with
a bake sale and possibly a cook out (burgers, hotdogs, etc. to sell).
From AVM (Adult Visionary Ministry): A picnic and fellowship opportunity after church on July 11;
participants would bring their own lunches, AVM would provide bottled water.
The next stated meeting of Session is on August 17, 2021 at 7:00 PM, in person.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Lisa Mansfield

July 3

Cathy Reid

July 20

Andrew Wheeler

July 4

Don Rankin

July 21

Kathy Maurer

July 6

Sharon Hoyle

July 28

Sarah McCormick

July 8

Sue Stucky

July 28

Joan Generous

July 10

Ed Generous

July 30

Elinor Morgan

July 10

Chuck McMahon

July 30

Emma Smith

July 18

Sue Creager

July 31

Jim and Lois Callam

July 6

(30 years)

Reid and Gretchen Green

Joly 14

(37 years)

Ed and Joan Generous

July 30

(66 years)

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lyndy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of
the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if you
are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the
Northminster Family.
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY
Adult Visionary Ministry/Third Thirty Group Survey
The AVM committee would like to collect information on the type of programs and activities that will
appeal to our Northminster brothers and sisters. Please complete this survey and return it to the church
by July 31, 2021.
How long have you been coming to Northminster Presbyterian Church?
Are you on any boards or committees?
_____ yes
If yes, please list (go back as far as you wish)

_____no

Do you read the monthly newsletter? _____yes, completely

____yes, partly

____no

Please rank your preference for the types of activities/events you would attend:
____ informational topics (legal issues, estate planning, moving, downsizing, travel)
____ outside speakers
____ church meals (lunches, dinners)
____ help for seniors
____ games or card playing
____ field trips (museums, dinner theater, historical sites, etc.)
____ movie showings
Any other insights or suggestions that the AVM committee should consider for the benefit and
enjoyment of our Northminster family.
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Mission and Outreach Committee

Shoe Drive
Help is Needed During Shoe Drive
Just another reminder that our church’s annual
shoe drive will be held August 21 and 28 from
11:00 to 4:00 p.m. in our parking lot. You
have always responded well to this drive by
donating shoes, telling family and friends
about the drive, and some have attended to
help with weighing and bagging the shoes.
This year we are really in need of help on both
of the Saturdays during the drive. We also
need help to set up the tent and tables from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. each Saturday. If you can
help, there will be a sign-up sheet in the family
room during July. The shifts are in two-hour
increments.
Our past drives have been so successful
because of your interest and help. Our thanks
and appreciation go out to all of you!!!
Mission and Outreach Ministry
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2021 Gifts Remembering . . . .
Janet Digel
Frank Sparks
Mike Blumenschein
Don Hughes
Dorothy Kozak
Edna Roeder
Bill Benston
Ken Arnold

2021 BEQUESTS
Frank Sparks

Where There’s A Will, There’s A Way…
To take care of your family & loved ones ~
To take care of Northminster ~ your church family.

What’s more
amazing than a
talking dog?
A spelling bee.
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July 2021
July 1
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 11
July 13
July 14
July 17
July 20
July 21
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 26
July 28

Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
Independence Day
Office Closed
AVM—6:15 p.m.
Mission & Outreach—6:30 p.m.
Prayer in sanctuary—8:00-10:00 a.m.
Music & Worship—6:00 p.m.
Deacons mtg. in library after worship
Finance—6:00 p.m.
Prayer in sanctuary—8:00-10:00 a.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
Strategic Planning—6:15 p.m.
Vital Congregations—9:00—2:00 p.m.
Session—7:00 p.m.
Prayer in sanctuary—8:00-10:00 a.m.
Sparks Memorial
Sparks Memorial
Newsletter Deadline
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
Prayer in sanctuary—8:00-10:00 a.m.
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

