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All hands on deck! If you are reading this, we
need you to help ensure the future of
Northminster Presbyterian Church. In an effort
to learn exactly what the Holy Spirit has in
store for us, Ruling Elders, Deacons, and I
have for three years been doing the hard work
of discernment. We have come up with some
tangible goals for the church to invest time and
energy into for the coming year. You may have
been one of the folks who received and filled in
a survey to be a part of reaching those goals. If
so, THANK YOU! We are so grateful for your
offer to help. If you did not complete one,
please consider doing so in order that we may
have all the people possible doing the work we are called to as part
of the Body of Christ. You will read more about the surveys and
the goals in another article included here in this newsletter from the
Strategic Planning Committee.
A reminder that part of these goals is the Matthew 25 initiative
whose three-pronged approach to mission work is pursuing “Vital
congregations, eradicating systemic poverty, and dismantling
racism”. We learned a lot about the challenges of poverty facing
the Springfield community by listening to a presentation by Kali
Lawrence following worship several weeks ago. The problem is
complex and not completely solvable, but we can make an impact.
It is our intention to do so. We need your help. We will explore
some ways of facing racism and the entire effort is designed to
encourage further congregational vitality. You will be hearing a lot
about these goals in the coming months and year.
The goals range from as simple as designing and getting printed a
T-shirt with a logo of Northminster on it, to planning events
designed to invite the public into a fellowship time or a Christian
Education opportunity. Another possibility is finding collaborative
efforts between Northminster and other local congregations to
approach shared goals. The goals we’ve listed are reachable. You
can obtain a copy of these from the Strategic Planning Committee
on the survey that was passed out to congregation members two
weeks ago. What is needed is person power. If you have not been
involved in hands on work aside from worship on Sunday
mornings, we need you to help. The leadership of the church could
use the bolster in support and will be encouraged by you reaching
out to offer your time, talents, and energy.
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(continued from page 1)
Please contact Ruling Elders Terry Rigio, Diana Harrison, Kevin Creager, Jim Griffin, Carl Ahlm or me
(Dwight) to express interest in what we need accomplished. We would like Northminster not just to survive,
but to thrive as a community of faith. How would you like to help? We look forward to hearing from you.

Pastor Dwight

Survey Results
The results from the surveys that we have received, to date, are in. We were pleased to see the interest
expressed by all of those who returned them and are excited to begin this journey together. If you have not
yet returned your survey, there is still time. Fill it out and give it to a committee member or return it to the
office. As we form the various task force groups, we can add you to one of interest to you. Please don’t miss
this opportunity to help plan for the future of our church. We need all of you.
The Strategic Planning Committee met on July 20 to tabulate the results. We received 14 surveys, and from
those we identified several areas of higher interest. The top areas were: Planning four events hosted by the
church and open to the community (8), Designing a T-shirt (5), Improving our social media presence (3),
Contacting members who do not use electronics (3), Visiting other churches for ideas (3), and inviting
a.speaker from Promise Neighborhood to better explain the program (3). Other items from the survey
received one or two marks and we will be addressing them in the future.
We will be forming the groups and placing you in a group in which you expressed an interest. A member of
the Strategic Planning Committee will contact the members in each group and help set up the first meeting.
We are looking forward to hearing from each group as they explore new ideas.
Please watch for more information as we begin to work towards accomplishing our goals. It is our prayer,
that with God’s guidance, we can all work together to plan a bright future for Northminster, and in so doing,
make a difference in the life of our church and our community.
Thank you all for your commitment to this endeavor.
Blessings,
Strategic Planning Committee
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Jim Callam

August 5

Susan Lizza

August 6

Donna Sebastian

August 6

Debbie Spoon

August 7

Kristen Wheeler

August 7

Bob Triebelhorn

August 12

Sara Arnott

August 13

Jim Cutler

August 13

Connie Pollock

August 13

Julie Griffin

August 14

Liz Torok

August 15

Jerry Little

August 17

Marge Stumpf

August 18

Emily Aldinger

August 20

Dee Ahlm

August 21

Carl Ahlm

August 22

Bill Chesnut

August 26

Jonathan Veith

August 26

Sharon Stout

August 31

Kevin and Sue Creager

August 5 (44 years)

Ron and Cathy Reid

August 10 (26 years)

Howard and Joan Garrett

August 12

Bill and Diana Harrison

August 15 (37 years)

Chuck and Lindy McMahon

August 24 (38 years)

From Helen Parker:
I would like to thank everyone for their
thoughts, words, and deeds in this time
of need. Thank you to those who sent a
memorial gift in memory of Bob. It has
all helped me greatly.
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Mission and Outreach Committee

Annual Shoe Drive - Help is Needed
Just another reminder that our church's annual shoe drive will be held August 20th and 27th from 11:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. in our parking lot. You have always responded well to this drive by donating shoes, telling
family and friends about the drive, and some have attended to help with weighing and bagging the shoes.
Once again this year, we are in need of help on both of the Saturdays during the drive. We also need help to
set up the tent and tables from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. each Saturday. If you can help, there are sign-up
sheets in the family room. The shifts are in two-hour increments.
Our past drives have been so successful because of your interest and help. Our thanks and appreciation go out
to all of you!
Mission and Outreach Ministry

Shoes 4 the Shoeless, Inc. is a non-profit that provides new, correctly fitting gym shoes and socks to
Southwest Ohio children in desperate need. Through a uniquely efficient and effective system, they help
children eliminate one of poverty’s most visible stigmas.
In Southwest Ohio, an estimated 60% of children live in poverty. The majority of them are in desperate need
of shoes and socks. Wearing ill-fitting and worn shoes often condemns children to physical, social, and
emotional problems that last a lifetime. Shoes 4 the Shoeless began in 2010 and has helped well over 100,000
children.
Northminster Presbyterian needs volunteers, socks, and donations to help this mission of reaching
disadvantaged children in Southwest Ohio. Soon we will be asking for your help. We will have a box for
donating socks for elementary and middle school children. We will also collect money donations for shoes.
More information will be coming in the next newsletter.
To learn more about this organization, please visit: shoes4theshoeless.org
Thank you,
Mission/Outreach Committee
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2022 Gifts Remembering . . . . . .
Richard Bierley
Jean Myers
Carl Taylor
Sharon Hoyle
Lee Jordan
Brian Triebelhorn
Elinor Morgan
Frank Otway
Bob Parker

You can make a donation from our website!
Here is how you do it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes
up, go to the bottom and click on “MAKE A
DONATION”. Click the yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or
credit card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster,
right click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a
choice of making this automatic if you wish.

To the guy
who invented
the zero . . .
Thanks for
nothing.
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August 2022
August 1
August 2
August 3
August 4
August 7
August 9
August 10
August 14
August 16
August 20
August 21
August 22
August 27

AVM—6:15 p.m.
Mission & Outreach—6:30 p.m.
Music/Worship—6:00 p.m.
Strategic Planning—7:15 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
Deacons meeting after worship
Finance—6:00 p.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
Communion
Session—7:00 p.m.
Shoe Drive—11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
COG Breakfast
Newsletter Deadline
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
Shoe Drive—11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Ice Cream Social

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”
Romans 12:12
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

