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February is Black History Month.
Recently I was able to read a brief
history of how the month came to be.
I invite you to visit this link to read it
in its entirety. It is a 10 minute read.
Visit : https://asalh.org/about-us/
about-black-history-month/. It is a
link to the “about” page with two
articles. The home page is for
Association for the Study of African
American Life and history found at:
www.asalh.org.
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I learned from this website that Black History Month started
out because of the work of Dr. Carter G. Woodson. In 1926 he
first established “Negro History Week” during the second week
of February. And why that week? Because it encompasses the
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass—both
men being great American symbols of freedom.

______________________________________ PASTOR

From the website www.asalh.org :

Bill Harrison

“The story of Black History Month begins in Chicago during
the summer of 1915. An alumnus of the University of Chicago
with many friends in the city, Dr. Carter G. Woodson traveled
from Washington, D.C. to participate in a national celebration
of the fiftieth anniversary of emancipation sponsored by the
state of Illinois. Thousands of African Americans travelled
from across the country to see exhibits highlighting the
progress their people had made since the destruction of slavery.
Awarded a doctorate from Harvard three years earlier,
Woodson joined the other exhibitors with a black history
display. Despite being held at the Coliseum, the site of the 1912
Republican convention, an overflow crowd of six to twelve
thousand waited outside for their turn to view the exhibits.”

Semi Miller

“Since Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, the black community,
along with other Republicans, had been celebrating the fallen
President’s birthday. And since the late 1890s, black
communities across the country had been celebrating
Douglass’. Well aware of the pre-existing celebrations,
Woodson built Negro History Week around traditional days of
commemorating the black past.”
(continued next page)
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact Tammy so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
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“By the late 1960s, thanks in part to the civil-rights movement and a growing awareness of Black identity,
Negro History Week was celebrated by mayors in cities across the country. Eventually, the event evolved
into Black History Month on many college campuses.
In 1976, President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History month. In his speech, President
Ford urged Americans to ‘seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of
Black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history’.
Since his administration, every American president has recognized Black History Month and its mission.
But it wasn't until Congress passed ‘National Black History Month’ into law in 1986 that many in the
country began to observe it formally. The law aimed to make all Americans ‘aware of this struggle for
freedom and equal opportunity’.
Initially, Black History Month was a way of teaching students and young people about Black and AfricanAmericans' contributions. Such stories had been largely forgotten and were a neglected part of the
national narrative.
Now, it's seen as a celebration of those who've impacted not just the country but the world with their
activism and achievements. In the US, the month-long spotlight during February is an opportunity for
people to engage with Black histories, go beyond discussions of racism and slavery, and highlight Black
leaders and accomplishments.” From: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/02/black-history-monthwhat-is-it-and-why-do-we-need-it/.
I encourage us to look up some African American figures in history this month. I pray we all become
more educated about Black folks. I pray we seek better race relations and seek racial reconciliation
year-round, not just this month. Help me join African American folks this February in honoring their
achievements. Blessings be upon you and those you love.
Dwight

Hello! Ladies, this message is for you from Ruth’s Circle.
We would like to invite you to attend one of our monthly meetings. Check us
out. We start at 10 am on the third Thursday of the month. We will be reading
through the Book of Ruth.
We hope to start our meetings again in February or March, depending on
COVID.
Yours in Christ,
Moderator -Judith Heaton
Recorder- Marilyn Scheiderer
Treasurer- Shirley Hulsey
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting January 18, 2022, in person in the Family Room. The Moderator,
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Finance Committee report:
*The financial report for December showed an income for 2021 of $153,110 and expenses of $173,338 giving a
deficit for the year of $20,228.
Mission/Outreach Committee: Session approved 4 mission or community outreach proposals from the committee:
1) participate with Central Christian Church in collecting new socks and underwear to help homeless men and
women; 2) sponsor a community Easter egg hunt (health advisories permitting) on April 9; 3) participate in the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering on April 3rd, 10th, and 17th; 4) collect used blankets and towels or cash for the Clark
County dog shelter May 1st through 8th.
Session discussed the presentation on Presbyterian Foundation’s “Project Regeneration” that some had attended.
Consensus was that this program does not fit Northminster’s needs at this time, but that the Foundation has other
programs/resources that may be more helpful as we plan for the future. Session members will check into these
resources.
The next stated meeting of Session is on February 15, 2022 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of
the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the
Northminster Family.
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Mission and Outreach Committee

Souper Bowl Sunday - February 13
Frank and Tommie Otway

February 6

1942

Al and Mary Smith

February 14

2015

Donations of cans of soup for the Clifton
Avenue Church of God will begin on January
30 and continue through February 13 and
beyond. Shopping carts will be set up outside
the sanctuary.

Helping the Homeless

Happy Birthday to:
Jim Arnott

February 2

Paula Feldner

February 4

Idelette Mussman

February 14

Judy Heaton

February 20

Nancy Jean Graves

February 26

Once again, Northminster is partnering with
Central Christian to help the homeless here in
Springfield. They are very much in need of
all-season new underwear and socks (in their
original packaging) for men and women.
There will be donation bins both inside and
outside of the church beginning January 30 and
ending March 1. Please help in this important
mission work.

There has been sufficient interest that we will be moving forward with
the new prayer study group. However, due to so many things over the
last couple of years, COVID has complicated things. Since there have
been so many new cases recently, it was decided to wait until things
calm down and things are a little safer for meeting in person. We will
gather briefly following the Congregational meeting on January 30 and
reassess when we might feel comfortable getting together. So far, we
have decided that when we do start, it will be on Thursdays at 10:00 for
about an hour.
It is not too late to join! Join us on the 30th or contact me for more
information.
Diana Harrison
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2022 Gifts Remembering . . . . . .
Richard Bierley
Jean Myers
Carl Taylor
Sharon Hoyle
Lee Jordan
Sharon Hoyle
Brian Triebelhorn
You can make a donation from our website! Here is how you do
it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes up, go
to the bottom and click on “MAKE A DONATION”. Click the
yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or credit
card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster, right
click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a choice of
making this automatic if you wish.

Why did the poor man sell yeast?
To raise some dough.
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February 2022
February 1 Mission/Outreach—6:30 p.m.
February 2 Music/Worship—6:00 p.m.
Strategic Planning — 7:00 p.m.
February 3 Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
February 6 Deacons meeting after worship
February 7 Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
AVM—6:15 p.m.
February 8 Finance Committee—6:00 p.m.
February 9 PW Board—10:00 a.m.
February 13 Souper Bowl Sunday
February 14 Esther Circle—6:30 p.m.
Valentine’s Day
February 15 Session—7:00 p.m.
February 17 Ruth Circle—10:00 a.m.
February 19 COG Breakfast
February 20 Newsletter Deadline
American Legion Oratory Contest—2:00 p.m.
February 21 President’s Day
February 27 Communion
February 28 Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”
John 13:34
Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

