N O RTH M IN STER P RES BYTERIAN C H URCH

T HE
JANUARY

2022

NORTHERN LIGHT
I SSUE 1

Happy New Year! I pray you know the
presence of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your lives each day during the coming
year. No doubt the year will be filled with
challenges and blessings. It is good to
know that throughout it all God remains Sovereign. That means as
Ann Lamotte says “Grace bats last”. In other words the final say in
creation is God’s infinite love for you, for me, and for all of
humanity.
I pray that the Grace of Jesus Christ surrounds all of us, so that we
are changed inside by the power of the Holy Spirit. I invite you in
the midst of whatever you may be facing individually or as a family
to pray this wonderful prayer that has meant so much to me lately.
It is a familiar one that can bring comfort even when things are far
from comfortable. It speaks to the faithfulness of God, our
acknowledgment that we are not the center of the universe, and a
realization that God’s love is the only thing we can count on in life
to be perfect. I invite you to commit the prayer to memory if you
have not already and hang it on your wall or your refrigerator to be
a reminder of our daily call to prayer. Here is the full text of the
familiar Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr. It reads:
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot
change, the courage to change the things I can, and the
wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time;
accepting hardship as the pathway to peace; Taking, as Jesus
did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it. Trusting
that You will make all things right if I will surrender to
Your will; that I may be reasonably happy in this life, and
supremely happy with You forever in the next. Amen.
We are not alone. We have brothers and sisters in Christ who love
us, and we have a God who loves us beyond anything we can
comprehend. Happy New Year to you and all of those you love.
Amen.
Dwight
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Strategic Planning Committee – Vital Congregations
As we begin 2022, we move into Year 2 of our Vital
Congregations study. In year one, we (Session and
Deacons together) took a long hard look at our current
practices (both positive and negative), using the 7 Marks
laid out by the study. Having met for several hours each
month and gathering data, we will be spending time each of
the next several months analyzing and planning how to use
the information and generating an implementation plan.
The Strategic Planning Committee will be finalizing the
planning for this phase at their committee meeting in
January (5th). Since we all have taken a break during much
of November and all of December, and we have newly
elected Elders and Deacons, we will be holding a review
session to get back into the swing of things. The review
session will be held on Jan 22 from 10 to 12. Then
beginning February 12, we will begin our regular sessions
for Year 2.
Who should be attending the Jan 22nd meeting? All the
Elders and Deacons who have been involved are asked to
continue with the study: you bring history, knowledge, and
leadership to this planning and we don’t want to lose that.
Newly elected members of both boards are also asked to
attend, you will receive a manual and much background
material covered during previous sessions.

Denise Molnar

January 4

Norine Kmett

January 5

Nancye Maxwell

January 6

Gary Molnar

January 7

Butch Dodds

January 10

Phoebe McCormick

January 18

Lois Callam

January 18

Jim Griffin

January 22

Cindy Chesnut

January 27

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend:
Jan. 22, 2022 10-12 Review session
Feb. 12, 2022 9-2 Begin Year 2 Study & planning
(plan to bring your own brown bag lunch)
If you have questions, please feel free to contact any
member of the Strategic Planning Committee:
Terry Rigio (chair), Jim Griffin, Kevin Creager, Carl Ahlm,
Diana Harrison, Rev. McCormick

Joe & Marta Stalder—January 26
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting December 21, 2021, in person in the Family Room. The Moderator, Rev.
Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Finance Committee report:
 The financial report for November showed an income, year-to-date, of $139,918 and expenses of $157,370
giving a deficit of $17,452.
 The proposed budget for 2022 was presented. There was a significant shortfall in pledges for 2022, resulting in
a deficit. Session approved the budget as received; it will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting in
January.
 Session approved a motion from the committee to move funds from Vanguard investments into a Vanguard
money market account to make up the shortfall in the 2022 budget. (The money market account will be protected
from market drops).
The committee shared the financial review of Northminster’s 2020 records as performed by member Chuck
McMahon. All procedures and records were found to be in order.
Chair of the Property Committee reported that members of the committee had done some minor repairs (mainly
replacing washers in faucets) in the Clifton Avenue Church of God kitchen (addressing problems encountered when
Northminster volunteers resumed cooking hot breakfasts there last month).
Session set January 9, 2022 for installation of officers during morning worship.
The next stated meeting of Session is on January 18, 2022 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of
the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the
Northminster Family.
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY
Adult Visionary Ministry will be holding our next gathering on
January 16, 2022 and the topic will be the Future of Medicine. We will
gather following worship in the chapel area.
As with so many things, the COVID pandemic has pushed us into new
territory and the field of medicine is no different. The medical field is
adapting and changing rapidly - some exciting things are coming. Come
and hear about some of what is coming and begin thinking about how this
may impact your personal or family health needs. Share any of your latest
experiences in the health care field (good or bad) and think about what you
can do to prepare for the coming medical options.

We are considering beginning a new prayer group and invite you to consider
participating. We are looking at a six-week program that will be exploring
various types of prayer, looking at some of the early church mystics (think
prayer warriors), and focusing on our own prayer life.
If you would be interested in participating, we will be holding a brief
organizational meeting immediately after church on January 9 (at the front
of the sanctuary) to decide on the best day and time to begin meeting. If you
have further questions, please contact Diana Harrison.

Mission and Outreach Committee
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
Thanks!!!
Thank you to those who gave to the Christmas Joy Offering. $590
was collected for this offering in December.
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
Once again this year, we are asking that you bring in cans of soup on the
NFL’s Super Bowl Sunday which is February 13 this year. The soup will
be donated to the food pantry at the Clifton Avenue Church of God.
You can bring in the soup a week early if you like.
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WARNING: If you get a call or an email from someone claiming to be from Social Security, Amazon, the
police, your bank or credit union, or other known place, IT MAY BE A SCAM. Never give personal
information out ~ never click on a link on an email or text. CALL or EMAIL ~ contact them yourself to be
safe.
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2021 Memorials Recap
$10,675.00 in total
Gifts Remembering . . .
Janet Digel
Frank Sparks
Mike Blumenschein
Don Hughes
Dorothy Kozak
Edna Roeder

2021 Bequests Recap
$28,950.64 in total

Bill Benston
Ken Arnold
Tom Stout
Carol Emerich

Bequests given by . . . . .
Frank Sparks
Mike Blumenschein

Richard Bierley
Carl Taylor
Jean Myers
Sharon Hoyle
Lee Jordan

You can make a donation from our website! Here is how you
do it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes up,
go to the bottom and click on “MAKE A DONATION”. Click
the yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or credit
card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster,
right click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a choice
of making this automatic if you wish.
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"Per Capita and Offering Envelopes"
Offering envelopes for 2022 have been
placed in your mailbox at church for pick
up. Per Capita for 2022, as set by
Presbytery, is $52.23 per active member to
help underwrite operating costs of our
Presbytery. This amount has been placed
on each box of Offering envelopes as
well. If at all possible, we do ask that
members try to pay their share of this
cost. If doing so, please denote on your
check and/or envelope that this is for Per
Capita costs. Feel free to stop by the
church to pick up your envelopes, or if you
prefer, call Tammy on Mondays or
Wednesdays between 9 am and 2 pm, and
she will meet you in the parking lot of the
church and bring them to your car.

WHAT DO YOU
CALL A MAN
THAT IRONS
CLOTHES?
IRON MAN.
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January 2022
January 1
January 2
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 9

January 10
January 11
January 12
January 15
January 16
January 17
January 18
January 20
January 22
January 23
January 24

New Year’s Day
Adult Forum following Worship
Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
AVM—6:15 p.m.
Mission/Outreach—6:30 p.m.
Music/Worship—6:00 p.m.
Strategic Planning – 7:00 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
Communion
Installation of Officers
Prayer Group meeting after worship
Deacons Meeting after worship
Esther Circle—6: 30 p.m.
Finance Committee—6:00 p.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
COG Breakfast
AVM program following worship
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Session—7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle—10:00 a.m.
Vital Congregations—10:00 a.m.—Noon
Newsletter Deadline
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.

“There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he must take it
because conscience tells him it is right.” — Martin Luther King Jr.

