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Once, 10 minutes before an Ash
Wednesday worship service I was set to
help lead, I made a visit to the
restroom. Prior to doing what I had
gone to do, I was horrified to see that a
portion of my purple liturgical stole
with appropriate Lenten Symbols of the
cross, crown of thorns and nails had
been immersed in the waters of the
unholy basin. My first response to this
realization was equally unholy.

To further complicate matters, the restroom was not equipped
with a hand dryer. Instead, it boasted a large container of paper
towels. As minutes slipped away, I found myself frantically
washing and rinsing. I tried to wipe dry the foot or so of material
at the edge of the stole with paper towels. I said a prayer asking
for wisdom as to whether to ditch the stole and robe completely
and go with the purple shirt and suit pants I’d worn underneath. I
hadn’t worn a tie or suit coat, reasonably assuming that the robe
and stole made my appearance formal enough. As I waited for
insight from the Holy Spirit, I began to laugh heartily.
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“I am dust and to dust I shall return”.
I could not have scripted a more effective reminder of my
imperfection and the need for complete reliance on God’s grace.
Having this happen immediately prior to a worship service where
I was to preach about grace and mortality brought to mind a
quote someone reminded me of recently.
“Humor is, in fact, a prelude to faith; and laughter is the
beginning of prayer”
-Reinhold Niebuhr
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On such a somber evening of penitence I would not have thought
to start prayer through laughter, but God redeemed the
ridiculousness of my situation with a grace-filled chuckle. I was
reminded of the absurdity of my own mortality as that particular
Lent began. I opted to borrow a stole from Covenant
Presbyterian’s pastor and wear my robe. Everything worked out
alright.
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The Northern Light is published
monthly September thru May
with one summer issue.
If there is an omission or an error,
please contact the editor so a
correction can be made.
Thank You
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor
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As we go through this Lenten season of repentance and spiritual commitment, I invite us to remember our
mortality alongside God’s ever-present grace and forgiveness. Our egos need to be deconstructed and
transformed by God so we can see the need for complete reliance on God’s grace. My ego was sufficiently
lowered that night-and if we all surrender to God daily, our egos will be made right-sized too.
We are dust and to dust we shall return…AND the forgiveness of Jesus Christ is eternal. That is good news.
I invite us to carry with us throughout the 40 days of Lent a sense of humor not separated from, but intricately
woven together with our need for the infinite mercy of Jesus Christ. As we submit our lives and our wills to
God, let us remember that through Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
Pastor Dwight

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of
the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the
Northminster Family.
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Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting February 15, 2022, in person in the Family Room. The Moderator,
Rev. Dwight McCormick opened the meeting with prayer.
Session was pleased to meet with and to welcome into membership Keith and Karen Williamson who have been
worshiping with us for some time. They will be received publicly during worship on February 20, 2022.
Finance Committee report:
 The financial report for January showed an income of $12,305 and expenses of $15,918 giving a deficit for the
month of $3,613. Session approved a motion from the committee to transfer $10,000 from the Vanguard federal
money market fund to the checking account because the checking account balance is getting low.
The Strategic Planning Committee reported that they had met by zoom with two representatives from the
Presbyterian Foundation who will continue working with the committee as they work on the Vital Congregations
program. The Foundation reps are working on a financial analysis of Northminster; this information will help the
committee and the session as they plan for the future.
Session approved a motion to continue to explore entering into a lease agreement with a new Seventh Day
Adventist congregation that would be mutually beneficial for Northminster and for the SDA congregation.
As the cases of Covid-19 have fallen sharply in Clark County, session approved a motion to resume singing the
Gloria Patri, the Doxology, and the congregational hymns. At this time, persons are asked to continue masking
while in the building.
The next stated meeting of Session is on March 15, 2022 at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Happy Anniversary to:
Terry and Susan Dersch - March 30
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Emily Spriggs
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March 16
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!!!! IT’S FINALLY BACK!!!!!
The Fall Festival (formally known as the Holiday Bazaar)
workshops are coming back. We will begin on Tuesday,
March 15, 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. No special skills/
talents are needed - just enthusiasm and a desire to have
fun! Coffee and a sweet treat will be provided.
A reminder…..proceeds from the Festival go to local
charities. Hope to see you on Tuesday, March 15!
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SESSION AND DEACONS:

ATTENTION!!

I have posted this year’s dates for this year's communion. We
still need servers for upcoming communions. We have some
that have already signed up - I thank you for your cooperation
in this matter.
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside Tammy's
office.
Thank you,
Joe Stalder
Chairman, Worship/Music Committee
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Mission and Outreach Committee
One Great Hour of Sharing
Our church will be collecting the One Great Hour of Sharing during the Lenten season next month. For
over 70 years this offering has provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need
around the world. It supports efforts to relieve hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote
development through the Presbyterian Committee on the Self Development of People, and assist in areas of
disaster through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program. This offering will be collected April 3rd,
10th and 17th. You will learn more about this offering during a Minute for Mission on April 3rd. Please
plan to take part in this important mission offering. By doing so you are helping people who lack access to
sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education and opportunity.
Helping the Homeless
Thank you for your generous donations of underwear and socks to the homeless. The items have been
delivered to Central Christian Church and they will in turn deliver these much needed items locally.
Northminster continues doing God’s work.
Souper Bowl Sunday
Another big thank you for those donating cans of soup for the Clifton Avenue Church of God. These items
will be delivered to that church’s food pantry. To date, 181 cans have been collected. Northminster
continues its mission work.

We welcome new members:
Keith and Karen Williamson
Keith is a retired technician from Ohio Bell/
Ameritech and Karen is a retired English/French
teacher from Shawnee High School
Welcome to Northminster’s church family!
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Strategic Planning Update
The Strategic Planning Committee has continued to meet despite having to cancel our January review,
due to Covid . We have been working with representatives from the Presbytery to help us plan our next
steps for the second year of our Seven Marks of Vital Congregations study. We will have more
information to share with you all as our study continues.
Hopefully, with the reduction in numbers of Covid cases and fewer hospitalizations, we can once again
resume our study. The review session that was cancelled is being rescheduled for March 12, from
10:00 a.m. to noon. We will give an overview of the seven marks and get those members who missed
sessions previously or are new to the Deacons or to Session, a chance to catch up and receive the
information. All Deacons and Session members should plan on attending. If you were in either group but
are off now, you are welcome and encouraged to continue this journey with us. We value your input.
We look forward to meeting again March 12, from 10:00 to noon.
Sincerely,
The Strategic Planning Committee

ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY

The new prayer group will begin Wednesday,
February 23 at 10:00 a.m. and will gather in the family
room. We will meet every Wednesday at this time thru
April 6th (except March 2 - Ash Wednesday). We will
explore various prayer forms, with the goal of
encouraging/improving our prayer lives. Each week
will be a stand-alone lesson so feel free to join us
any/every week that you are able.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Moderator—(Open)
Co-Moderator—(Open)
Treasurer—Cindy Arnold
Secretary—Julie Griffin

The Ash Wednesday service will take
place at Northminster at 7:00 p.m.

The Deacons’ would like to thank all those who continue to
donate money to Clifton Avenue Church of God Food Pantry.

DEACONS
Class of 2022
Sara Arnott
Julie Griffin
Judy Heaton

"Per Capita and Offering Envelopes"
If you have not picked up your Offering envelopes
for 2022, they have been placed in your mailbox at
church for pick up. The Per Capita charge for
2022 as set by Presbytery is $52.23 per active
member; this helps to underwrite operating costs of
our Presbytery. This amount has been placed on
each box of Offering envelopes as well. If at all
possible, we do ask that members try to pay their
share of this cost. If doing so, please note this on
your check and/or envelope that this is for Per
Capita costs. Feel free to stop by the church to pick
up your envelopes, or if you prefer, call Tammy on
Mondays or Wednesdays between 9 am and 2 pm,
and she will meet you in the parking lot of the
church and bring them to your car.

Class of 2023
Cindy Chesnut
Gary Molnar
Donna Sebastian

Class of 2024
Emily Aldinger
Barb Benston
Debbie Spoon

Session meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month.
The next stated meeting of Session will be March 15
at 7:00 p.m.

Session
Class of 2022
Carl Ahlm
Jim Griffin
Joe Stalder

Class of 2023
Diana Harrison
Terry Rigio
Bob Triebelhorn

Class of 2024
Bill Carpenter
Kevin Creager
David Hapner

Daylight savings time begins
Sunday, March 13
Something to look forward to!!!
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2022 Gifts Remembering . . . . . .
Richard Bierley
Jean Myers
Carl Taylor
Sharon Hoyle
Lee Jordan
Brian Triebelhorn
Elinor Morgan
You can make a donation from our website! Here is how you
do it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes up,
go to the bottom and click on “MAKE A DONATION”. Click
the yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or credit
card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster,
right click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a choice
of making this automatic if you wish.

WHY DID THE FISH
GET BAD GRADES?
BECAUSE IT WAS
BELOW SEA LEVEL.
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Mission/Outreach Comm.—6:30 p.m.
Ash Wednesday at Northminster—7:00 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
Deacons meeting following worship
Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
AVM—6:15 p.m.
Finance Committee—6:00 p.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
Music/Worship—6:00 p.m.
Strategic Planning—7:15 p.m.
Vital Congregations—10:00 a.m. to noon
Daylight Savings Time begins
Esther Circle—6:30 p.m.
Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
Session Meeting—7:00 p.m.
Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
St. Patrick’s Day
Ruth Circle—10:00 a.m.
COG Breakfast
Newsletter Deadline
Spring Begins
Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.

March
2022

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in
it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all the nations.
Isaiah 61:11

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

