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About a month ago I asked for prayers for
wisdom for the Session in discerning
whether to lease our church space to
another congregation for Saturday worship
services. The Session has already been in
deliberation about this for five months. As
of this past Tuesday (April 19, 2022) the
Session has voted to support the small
congregation, using the building on
Saturdays, beginning we anticipate some
time in May. I’m writing this article that
will overlap with one from Jim Griffin in
this same newsletter in hopes of providing
clarity about what is happening.

Who?: El Buen Pastor (Good Shepherd) Seventh Day Adventist
Church. They are a congregation of 25 (counting about 5 children).
They are Spanish speaking. Only one person with whom we’ve
been in contact is fluent in English. Dallia Castellanos. She serves
as an interpreter and is the Administrator of the Allegheny West
Conference of 7th Day Adventists. Their pastor is Rev. Joel
Gonzalez. He is in his early thirties. These folks when they met
with us in the winter began to ask how they could help shoveling
the snow from our walkways. Their spirits are joyful and generous.
They are extremely gracious and happy about the church voting to
host them.
What?: Renting the church for their worship services, some
women’s gatherings, and revivals. The congregation plans to use
the sanctuary, the kitchen sometimes, the family room, the nursery
and Sunday school room downstairs, the Loft to store their sound
equipment. They plan to use their own sound system packing and
unpacking it each Saturday. They are a Christian denomination
worshiping and confessing Jesus as Lord. They observe Sabbath on
Saturdays. They celebrate baptism, and communion. A full list of
their beliefs can be obtained from me at your request.
When?: Saturdays 8:30am-7pm. Some Friday nights 7pm-9pm and
two weeks a year M-F 7pm-9pm. We anticipate once a lease
agreement is reached and signed that they will begin worshipping
at Northminster sometime in May.
Continued on next page
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How?: One Sunday I believe in December one of the congregation couples and a friend of their congregation
approached me before worship on a Sunday and asked if we would consider hosting their congregation in our
space. Conversations began between me and Dalia and Joel. There was a meeting between Dalia, Joel, and
about 12 other members of their congregation and the chairs of the Worship Ministry (Joe Stalder) and
Property Committee (Bob Triebelhorn). Concerns about care of the building and its furnishings were
discussed. Concerns about use of the worship space were discussed. We all came away from the meeting
confident and reassured that these folks would be good stewards of the property and grounds. The impression
they gave again, was one of generosity and gratitude. They intend to clean up after themselves and our
cleaning person, Semonicka Miller, will also come behind them to ensure our worship space is clean and
ready to go for Sunday mornings. Trinity Presbyterian Church in Fairfield Ohio already has an existing
relationship with a 7th Day Adventist congregation. The relationship has been successful. The lease
agreement being proposed with Northminster is based largely on the existing lease with Trinity Presbyterian.
The lease has been reviewed and edited by Jim Griffin and the Session in order to cover as many of the
details and concerns we anticipate. The term of the lease is to be for one year with the possibility of renewal
if needed. El Buen Pastor intends to purchase a more permanent space eventually. After one year the lease
will be re-examined to determine if adjustments need to be made. A monthly rate to offset the cost of utilities
as well as weekly fees for the revivals and daily fees for the women’s gathering have been discussed and
arranged. El Buen Pastor is required to carry its’ own separate insurance policy and the lease releases
Northminster of any and all liability from use of its grounds and facilities.
The main cost in addition to the rent is the time the building will be in use. The lease is worded so that if we
have a Saturday gathering for a funeral or other activity, the space would be Northminster’s to use. On
Saturdays and weeks already existing such as the Fall Festival and the week leading up to it, Northminster
has the space. If any already arranged church activities from Northminster are in place, Northminster will
have first choice of the use of space. In some instances, Northminster may move a family room gathering to
the community room or the Loft for temporary use for a day such as the Vital Congregations workshops.
Why?: In order to be hospitable. The congregation approached us seeking to have a worship space to use.
Currently the 25 people set to use our space travel either to Columbus or Cincinnati on Saturdays in order to
worship. There is a core group large enough to worship in Springfield, so they sought out a place to do so.
We enjoy the use of our buildings and grounds and have the ability to host others and be good stewards of
that which has been entrusted to our care. Hosting El Buen Pastor will be a way of showing Christian
Hospitality to fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Congregations that make use of their buildings and
grounds outside of Sunday worship are often more successful in maintaining their own ministries. It is a holy
and generous action for us to host them.
Questions?: If you have questions or concerns about details of this arrangement please phone me:
937-244-6769. Session members are also well versed in the work of this agreement if you’d prefer to discuss
it with them. Please also see Jim Griffin’s write up in this newsletter for additional information.

Calling all cooks, bakers, and those who like to eat!
The Deacons are again hosting the Pentecost Picnic on
June 5, one hour after church.
More information to follow in church bulletins.
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Northminster has a unique opportunity to partner with a group of young people starting a new church in
this area. We have been given a chance for El Buen Pastor Seventh Day Adventist congregation to
share our space.
While negotiations of exact terms of leasing space to a group of families from this area is ongoing,
Session has received permission from Presbytery to engage in this conversation.
Currently there are about 24 members of this Spanish speaking congregation who currently travel to
Cincinnati or Columbus every Saturday to worship. They would like to start a church in Springfield.
They have a pastor and treasurer who have been working with us to define the times and spaces they
will use.
They will not be using our organ, piano, sound system, or screen. They are bringing their own
keyboard and sound system which will be stored at Northminster. They are asking for use of our
facilities occasionally on Friday evening for their Women’s Association meetings and for most of
Saturday as their worship plan is for Bible study, worship, sharing a meal, and youth group activities.
They will leave the building clean, with all trash removed and the spaces they used cleaned.
They have agreed, and understand, that there may be Saturdays that are not available for their use,
sometimes on short notice, for weddings and funerals. The lease set aside for Northminster for use of
the Saturday of Fall Festival.
Presbytery has assured us that there are no theological barriers to sharing our space with this group. In
fact, the Cincinnati congregation shares their space with a Presbyterian church in that presbytery.
More information will be available once the lease terms have been completed.

Happy Birthday to:
Mark Mussman
Semi Miller
Kevin Creager
Gini Collins
Jerilyn Hines
Diana Harrison
Helen Parker

May 1
May 1
May 3
May 8
May 16
May 27
May 29

Happy Anniversary to:
May 18

Andrew and Kristen Wheeler

May 31

Chuck and Lisa Mansfield (1980)
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Mission and Outreach Committee
Shoe Drive
Remember when you are doing your spring cleaning to hold on to those shoes you are going
to toss out and donate them to our shoe drive in August! This donation to WaterStep is
important because they help countries that do not have access to clean water. The shoe drive
will be held August 20 and 27.
Clark County Dog Shelter
From May 1st to May 8th, we will be collecting gently used blankets and bath towels for use
at the Clark County Dog Shelter. No small towels please. Also, cash donations are needed
to purchase food for the dogs. Containers for these items will be located in the family room.

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one
of the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of
the Northminster Family.
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Esther Circle will meet at Linardos Villa on Monday,
May 9, at 5:30 p.m. for dinner. Reservations are
required. Please tell or call Ruth George at
937-390-1154 if you plan to attend, by Friday May 6.

If you are spring cleaning and have items you no longer need, PW
would love to have your donations. We are looking for items
appropriate for the Second Time Around table for the Fall Festival.
Holiday decorations are always a big seller!
You may drop off your donations in the Community Room (basement)
on any of the tables down there.
Thank you for your continued support of PW and the various missions
we assist.
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY
Protect Your Family
On Sunday, May 15, 2022, immediately after the regular service, AVM will present a program
on how to protect your family’s assets when you pass away. The program will tell us how to
protect our financial assets. There will be information on how to do a few simple things today
to ease the burden on our families in dealing with the legal matters of transferring ownership of
what we have accumulated during our working years to our heirs.
John Emerich, Adam Stout, and Jim Griffin, the three lawyers in our congregation will be the
presenters. Refreshments will be provided.

Where There is a Will
There is a Way . . . .
to plan for the future.
Do you have a Will?
Do you have a Living Will?
Do you have a Power of Attorney?

If you want to donate to the Church of God
Food pantry and have it count as a charitable
donation…...Just put cash in an envelope with your
name on it or put a check (made out to Northminster)
with “food pantry” on the memo line and place in the
oat box.
TREASURER’S NOTE

Bill Harrison
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2022 Gifts Remembering . . . . . .
Richard Bierley
Jean Myers
Carl Taylor
Sharon Hoyle
Lee Jordan
Brian Triebelhorn
Elinor Morgan
You can make a donation from our website!
Here is how you do it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes
up, go to the bottom and click on “MAKE A
DONATION”. Click the yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or
credit card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster,
right click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a
choice of making this automatic if you wish.

WHAT DID THE
CROSS-EYED
TEACHER SAY?
I CAN’T CONTROL
MY PUPILS.
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May 2022
May 1 Deacons meeting after worship
May 3 Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
Bible Study—10:30 a.m.
Mission/Outreach—6:30 p.m.
May 4 Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
Music/Worship Committee—6:00 p.m.
Strategic Planning—7:15 p.m.
May 5 Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
May 7 Vital Congregations—10:00 a.m. to Noon
May 8 Happy Mother’s Day
May 9 Esther Circle—5:30 p.m.—Linardos Villa
May 10 Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
Finance Meeting—6:00 p.m.
May 11 Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
May 15 AVM Program after worship
May 17 Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
Session Meeting—7:00 p.m.
May 18 Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
May 19 Ruth Circle—10:00 a.m.
May 21 COG Breakfast
Vital Congregations—10:00 a.m. to Noon
May 22 Communion
Newsletter Deadline
May 23 Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.
May 24 Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.
May 25 Prayer Group—10:00 a.m.
May 30 Memorial Day—Office closed
May 31 Festival Workshop—10:00 a.m.

Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ
and learn how to follow the way of Jesus.

