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This past weekend Sarah and I got to
participate in the Rose City Scavenger
Hunt. It was sponsored by the Encompass
Connection Center, a marriage and family
resource here in Clark County. They
work to help family relationships heal
from any brokenness within their family
system. That brokenness touches all our
families in some way. We were invited to
participate in the hunt by another couple,
Faith and Keith Bosland. Keith works for the City of Springfield
and Faith works at Think Tank. Our team name was “McBosmick”.
It was a great deal of fun and brought back memories of youth
group days at First Baptist Church of Bluefield WV for me and
Hebron Missionary Baptist Church in Barboursville for Sarah.
In those days social media didn’t exist so we couldn’t post the
challenges like we did for this one. Often in the old days we were
asked to retrieve something and make off with it and bring it back
to the church. Some laws may or may not have been violated in the
process.
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During this scavenger hunt we were given challenges to record on
social media with photographs and video evidence of each one we
completed. One was to take a nap in an inappropriate place--I took
a place on top of a giant radial and someone from the congregation
astutely pointed out “You were obviously tired.” Heh heh.

Dwight McCormick II, Pastor

We were asked to film our entire team acting like dogs at a dog
park--which we did. Another was spinning around as an entire team
for 30 seconds on video which we did. One challenge was to go
into a store and ask them if they sold something they obviously did
not. In our case we asked the Pretzel Makers downtown if they sold
motor oil. They did not.

Tammy Hickman

Another challenge was to take a video of entering a Lee’s Chicken
(one of the event sponsors) as though we were with a celebrity and
their entourage. Three of our team adorned with sunglasses and
with pompous strides arrived and announced boldly “We are here!”

Adam Stout/Chris Reid

The event raised money for Encompass and their work with
families. It was a great deal of fun for a good cause.
The scavenger hunt reminded me of the recent preaching texts in
Luke chapter 15 where Jesus speaks about the lost sheep, the lost
coin, and the lost son (traditionally called the prodigal son parable).
(continued next page)
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The nature of God is one who seeks out and retrieves the lost: A spiritual scavenger hunt. When we are
feeling tossed to and fro by the worries of the day or the personal challenges to our body, mind, or spirit, we
have a God who comes in search of us until we are found and restored. That is astounding to think the God of
the Universe cares this dearly for each of us. We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39 says, “38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
So, wherever we may find ourselves, God finds us there too. That is good news. If we are feeling lost, rest
assured we will be found by the love of Jesus and restored to right relationship. I pray that we internalize this
good news and know beyond any doubt that we serve a God intimately aware of what we need and when we
need it. Thanks be to God we are loved with a love stronger than death that seeks us and finds us.

And a harvest of righteousness is sown in
peace for those who make peace.
James 3:18

Session Highlights
The Session met in stated meeting September 20, 2022, by Zoom. The Moderator, Rev. Dwight McCormick opened
the meeting with prayer.
Finance Committee report:
 The financial report for August showed, year-to-date, an income of $104,923 and expenses of $125,531 giving a
deficit of $20,608.
 Finance chair Carl Ahlm requested that the various committees send their 2023 budget requests to the committee
by the end of October.
 On November 6th the Rev. Lynn Bova will be the Stewardship speaker.
Approved replacement of a failing furnace motor, estimated cost $640.
Property Committee:
Session approved request of the committee to accept the Meades bid of $16,500 to repair, repave, and stripe the
half of the parking lot closest to the church. The work may or may not be done before winter. The money
will be taken from a fund ear marked for capital improvements.
Session also approved request of the committee to purchase a new sofa and love seat for the family room, using
funds donated to the committee for that purpose.
Mission/Outreach Committee: Session approved collection of 4 offerings promoted by the PC(USA): Peace and
Global Witness on October 2, 2022; Christmas Joy on December 18, 2022; One Great Hour of Sharing on April 9,
2023; and Pentecost on May 21, 2023.
The next stated meeting of Session is on October 18, 2022, at 7:00 PM.
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Happy October Birthday to:
Ruth George
Chuck Mansfield
Greg Veith
Susan Dersch
Kent Sherry
Cherie Lamborn
Barbara Benston
Charlie Myers
Irene Hughes
Robbie Aldinger
Kate Smith
Gretchen Green

October 4 — Jim and Cherie Lamborn (1986)

October 3
October 5
October 11
October 12
October 12
October 18
October 20
October 23
October 28
October 28
October 29
October 30

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee
Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210
Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473
Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475
Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894
Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180
Phone numbers for transportation needs:
Springfield ADA Paratransit -- (937) 328-7228
United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948
The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members,
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of
the above areas.
We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the
Northminster Family.
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A couple musical notes:
BELL RINGERS:
Just wanting to know how many people out there would be interested in becoming a part of
the bell choir. No prior experience necessary; just a willingness to learn and be part of a fun
group. Right now, I am looking at ringing during the Christmas Eve service which starts at
6:00 p.m., December 24. Rehearsals would begin on Wednesday, November 30 @ 6:00 p.m.
and go through December 21. Repertoire is TBA, but would definitely be joining in with
organ on Joy to the World as a grand finale.
SINGERS:
Wanting to get a core group of singers to cover all vocal parts (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and
Bass) for the Christmas Eve service: 6:00 p.m., Dec. 24. Also, a core group (SATB) to do
some Christmas Caroling at retirement communities here in Springfield (time and day
TBA...we could decide amongst ourselves when this would be possible). Rehearsals would
start Wednesday evening, November 30, from 7:15- 8:15 right after bell choir rehearsal and
go through December 21st.
You can email me your responses at david.hapner@wright.edu in the up-coming
weeks. Be sure to specify which group you want to be part of (or, if you want to do
both!) It is important to be present on all 4 rehearsal days.
Let's make some joyful noise to the Lord!!
David
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Northminster has been extremely fortunate to have the skills of Adam Stout and Chris Reid.
Without them, our livestream services at the beginning of the pandemic would have been
impossible. When the world seemed to be falling apart, they managed to get and keep us
connected to church. It was a blessing. Their volunteer positions were deemed important
enough that Session made them paid positions. Their dedication has been much appreciated.
We need volunteers to be backup/emergency replacements for them. Please contact Kevin
Creager, Emily Aldinger, or Julie Griffin about this opportunity to learn and serve.
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Attention all Church Ministries and Chairs: your Budget for 2023 is due to the Finance
Ministry by the end of October. Please take a good look at your current budgets and
realistically decide what may be needed for next year. If possible, please digitally send it to
our Treasurer Bill Harrison or to Tammy in the office. We thank you for your time and your
talents that you give to Northminster. Thank You!

Finance Ministry ~ FYI COST$
The Finance Ministry wants to provide the Northminster Family with
some ongoing financial information. FYI ~ here is what it cost to run
Northminster for the month of August.
Financial FACTS for AUGUST 2022:
AUGUST 2022:
Total Income
$ 9,458
Total Expenses
- $15,291
Thus, a negative ($ -5,833.19) for August
Certainly, costs will vary from month to month, but we wanted to
make you aware. As you think about the actual costs for the church, you
may wish to review your current estimate of giving to try and help
reduce our church’s deficit.
Pray for our church and country ~
Finance Ministry
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2022 Gifts Remembering . . . . . .
Richard Bierley
Jean Myers
Carl Taylor
Sharon Hoyle
Lee Jordan
Brian Triebelhorn
Elinor Morgan
Frank Otway
Bob Parker

You can make a donation from our website!
Here is how you do it:
Go to: northminsterspringfield.org - When the page comes
up, go to the bottom and click on “MAKE A
DONATION”. Click the yellow “DONATE” button.
From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or
credit card.
When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster,
right click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a
choice of making this automatic if you wish.

HOW DO YOU MAKE
A WITCH ITCH???
TAKE AWAY HER “W”.

T HE NORTHERN LIGHT

Mission and Outreach Committee

Peace and Global Witness Offering
Our church will collect this offering on World Communion Sunday, October 2 and the two Sundays prior to
that date.
Through the Peace and Global Witness Offering, we join together to confront systems of injustice and promote
reconciliation in places around the world and right here at home. You will learn more about this offering on
future Sundays through bulletin inserts and a Minute for Mission.

Matthew 25: Ministries Pill Bottle Collection
Our church continues to collect pill bottles for Matthew25: Ministries. These are included in shipments of
medical supplies and for shredding and recycling. This program fulfills the needs of improving medical care
in developing countries and caring for our environment.
We are asking for volunteers to help us clean these bottles before they are delivered to Matthew 25 in
Cincinnati. The labels need to be removed leaving no glue or residue. Goo Gone works well and the labels
can also be heated with a hair dryer and then they peel off more easily. The bottles then need to be washed in
soap and hot water, rinsed, and dried thoroughly. Replace the lids and place the bottles in a large Ziplock bag
marked “clean bottles.” This is a project that can be done at home at your leisure or with a group in the church
kitchen. Please consider doing this as part of your mission work.
Volunteers are also needed to deliver the bottles to Matthew 25 in Cincinnati.
Their address is 11083 Kenwood Road, Blue Ash 45242. There are containers on the property where the
bottles can be dropped off. Please consider if you make occasional trips to Cincinnati or would just like to get
out for a drive to help by making a delivery.
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Mission and Outreach Committee

Shoes, shoes, and more shoes!
Many thanks to all who donated shoes and spread the word to their friends and families to do likewise.
Many, many thanks to all who turned out on August 20th and 27th to help receive, sort, bag and weigh the
shoes that were donated during the shoe drive this year. We got an extra hand from members of the
Seventh Day Adventist congregation on the 27th when the truck from WaterStep arrived. They provided
fresh hands (and strong arms) to help with the heavy lifting and loading…much needed after a long day.
This year, when I confirmed the time for pick up with my new contact, Pam Alaimo, she said WaterStep
could weigh the shoes for us. We continued to weigh the shoes that day and came up with a total weight
of 5,491 pounds. When Pam called me the following week, she said WaterStep’s total was 6,107 pounds.
I’ll take that! No final decision has been made about whether or not we will weigh the shoes during next
year’s drive. It’s nice to have an idea of how much we’ve collected, as simply looking at a mound of
shoe-filled garbage bags is hard to judge.
Another new thing I learned this year was that 3 pairs of shoes = safe water for one person for life.
Wow! In the past we were told 3,000 pounds of shoes = one water purification system, but that was not
translated into how many people were affected. Setting up a water purification system in an area brings
clean water to those using that system for life, for those in that area are taught how to keep the system
working, including how to do repairs. Pretty amazing.
While the total pounds we have collected over the years may not be totally accurate, it does give us an
idea of the number of people we have helped. Using our numbers from our first eight years and then
using WaterStep’s total for year nine, we have collected 48,810.5 pounds of shoes, which equals clean
water for 16,270 people!!!
Check out the table in the Fellowship Room to see the WaterStep publicity document featuring pictures
from our drive as well as a thank you note from WaterStep for our continued donations. In the near
future, we will share a feature from Spectrum News regarding WaterStep’s Water On Wheels (W.O.W.)
cart that is used in disaster areas. This feature specifically speaks to the organization’s work in Eastern
Kentucky after the recent flooding.
Susan Dersch
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Fall Festival—9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Communion—World Communion Sunday
Deacons meeting after worship
Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m.
Mission/Outreach—6:30 p.m.
Music/Worship—6:00 p.m.
Strategic Planning—7:00 p.m.
Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m.
Esther Circle—6:30 p.m.
Finance Comm.—6:00 p.m.
PW Board—10:00 a.m.
COG Breakfast
Session Meeting—7:00 p.m.
Greenlawn Condo—7:00 p.m. (Comm.Room)
Villa Run Condo—1:00 p.m. (Family Room)
Deadline for November Newsletter
OSU Parents Club—9:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m.

Vision Statement: Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ and learn how to follow The Way of Jesus.
Mission Statement: Worship and Serve God while connecting with people to meet their needs.

