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please contact Tammy so a  
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Thank You                                               
 

―As a Harvard-trained historian, 
Carter G. Woodson, like W. E. B. Du 
Bois before him, believed that truth 
could not be denied, and that reason 
would prevail over prejudice. His 
hopes to raise awareness of African 

American's contributions to civilization was realized when he 
and the organization he founded, the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), conceived and announced 
Negro History Week in 1925. The event was first celebrated 
during a week in February 1926 that encompassed the birthdays 
of both Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The         
response was overwhelming: Black history clubs sprang up; 
teachers demanded materials to instruct their pupils; and      
progressive whites, not simply white scholars and            
philanthropists, stepped forward to endorse the effort. 

By the time of Woodson's death in 1950, Negro History Week 
had become a central part of African American life and        
substantial progress had been made in bringing more         
Americans to appreciate the celebration. At mid–century, 
mayors of cities nationwide issued proclamations noting Negro 
History Week. The Black Awakening of the 1960s dramatically 
expanded the consciousness of African Americans about the 
importance of black history, and the Civil Rights movement 
focused Americans of all colors on the subject of the            
contributions of African Americans to our history and culture. 

The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976, the nation's 
bicentennial. President Gerald R. Ford urged Americans to 
‗seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected          
accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor 
throughout our history.‘ That year, fifty years after the first    
celebration, the association held the first Black History Month. 
By this time, the entire nation had come to recognize the       
importance of Black history in the drama of the American     
story. Since then, each American president has issued Black 
History Month proclamations. And the association—now the 
Association for the Study of African American Life and History 
(ASALH)—continues to promote the study of Black history all 
year.‖ 

(Excerpt from an essay by Daryl Michael Scott, Howard     

University, for the Association for the Study of African     
American Life and History)                        Continued next page 
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Black history is American History. No matter who tries to erase it or keep it from being taught in schools, 
it is vital to know our past challenges and successes in moving toward equality. I invite us to read some 
articles online about little known contributions of Black folks to our nation‘s history and realize that often 
their contributions have been overlooked. During worship in February, Carl Ahlm, David Hapner, and 
Dawn White will be sharing Negro spirituals with us as a means of recognizing these significant works of 
art.  

I encourage you to consider watching the movie Hidden Figures loosely based on the 2016 non-fiction 
book of the same name by Margot Lee Shetterly about three female African American mathematicians: 
Katherine Goble Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia Spencer), and Mary Jackson 
(Janelle Monáe), who worked at NASA during the Space Race. Maybe you could watch Selma, or I Am 
Not Your Negro to learn more about the Civil Rights Movement.  Maybe find a book by an African   
American author and read about the Black experience. Race Matters by Dr. Cornell West is a good one.  

Another way we as a congregation can celebrate Black History Month (and beyond) is to participate in 
some upcoming round table discussions about the book Kingdom Race Theology: God’s Answer to our 
Racial Crisis by Tony Evans. The racial reconciliation group Simunye (we are one) of which I am a part 
is sponsoring these discussions to be held at St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church, (34 West Pleasant 
Street Springfield Ohio) on Thursday nights in Feb. March, and April from 6:30PM-8PM.          
Rev. Ernest C. Brown Sr. Rev. Dr. Eli Williams, Rev. Bruce Willman, Rev. Marty Dennis, Rev. Aaron 
Roy, Rev. David Cotto, and Rev. Sam Bryant and I will be facilitating the discussions. Simunye is a 
group of pastors that work toward racial reconciliation. It is a wonderful learning experience and is       
spiritually challenging and encouraging.   

The events are the second and fourth Thursdays of the month of February, March, and April. The dates 
are February 9th and 23rd, March 9th and 23rd, and April 13th and 27th. The discussions will involve 
sharing our stories about our experience with race and racism, and discussion of the book using study 
questions. It is sure to be a good spiritually nourishing event that God will use to help us grow. I hope to 
see you at one or all the discussions. Let‘s celebrate our Black brothers and sisters during February and 
year-round. We honor God by doing so.  

Peace of Christ be with you, 
Dwight 

 

St. John Missionary Baptist Church (34 W. Pleasant Street in Springfield) will host a 
roundtable Simunye Project:  Kingdom Race Theology, on the following dates, from        
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.: 

February 9 and 23 

March 9 and 23 

April 13 and 27 
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The Ash Wednesday Service will 
take place at Northminster        
Presbyterian Church on            
February 22 at 6:00 p.m.         
Communion will be served. 
 

The Maundy Thursday Seder     
Service will be held at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church on April 6, at 
6:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall.  
Activities for children will be      
included.   

Welcome! Northminster Presbyterian Church is happy to welcome Cub Scout troupe 131 for 

the use of our facility. We will be the charter church for this large (40 children) pack beginning 

in the month of February. They will be meeting weekly on Tuesdays from 6pm-7pm in the 

Family Room, The Loft, and the Community Room downstairs. Northminster has historically 

been a sponsor of Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts. We are thankful to be able to carry 

on this tradition of being good stewards of our buildings and grounds. Thank you for your      

patience as we make this adjustment to our church schedule and use of our space. 



Happy Birthday to: 

 

   Jim Arnott    February   2 

   Keith Williamson  February 14 

   Idelette Mussman  February 14 

   Judy Heaton   February 20 

   Nancy Jean Graves  February 26 
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Al and Mary Smith  February 14, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In honor of Black History Month, David Hapner 
and Carl Ahlm will once again present African 
American Spirituals and Slave Songs every     
Sunday throughout the month of February.  They 
will present and briefly discuss several different 
types of African American songs each            
Sunday.  The final Sunday hymn during           
February will be an African American Spiritual 
from Northminster's Hymnal.  

Northminster is a Matthew 25 Church; as such, 
one area in which we need to work is                
understanding and trying to Dismantle Structure 
Racism. Black History Month, which is            
celebrated each year during February, is a chance 
for Americans to learn details of their nation‘s 
history that, unfortunately, is far too often         
neglected, pushed to the wayside, and some states 
have made it illegal to teach.  As the saying goes, 
Black history is American history — and it‘s a 
varied and rich history.  A wise nation honors and 
learns from its past. It refuses to let the most     
important facts about our shared and collective 
memory disappear into the depths of forgotten 
history. What happened in the past shapes and 
informs where we are heading in the future, and 
it‘s of paramount importance to set aside a month 
for learning about Black history.   We are ALL 
God's children.  ALL are welcome to worship at 
Northminster; join us as we worship and learn 
together. 

 

From Nancy Graves: 

Thank you all for the get well cards and well wishes.                 
I appreciate your thoughtfulness! 
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                             SOUPERBOWL SUNDAY CELEBRATION LUNCHEON 

 

Come enjoy a soup luncheon hosted by the Strategic Planning committee February 12,   
following the worship service.  There will be several soups to choose from, a variety of 
breads, and drinks and dessert. We are joining with the Mission and Outreach committee to 
celebrate SOUPERBOWL SUNDAY! 

We are asking members of the congregation to bring cans of soup to donate to the Clifton 
Avenue Church of God food bank. Help us help those in need. One of our Mathew 25 
goals is to do our part to help put an end to systemic poverty in our community. By being 
as generous as possible, we can work together to reach that goal. 

We are also going to use this time together to catch up on each of our task force groups. 
We want to hear how each group is doing and make sure we are continuing to make steady 
progress. Pick a spokesperson and let us know how you are doing and if you need any    
assistance. 

We hope to see everyone from the congregation there, even if you are not presently on a 
task force. Celebrate SOUPERBOWL SUNDAY with us. Remember, February 12th, right 
after worship. 

 

Strategic Planning Committee 

 

 

 
 
 

Mission and Outreach Committee 

Souper Bowl Sunday - February 13 

Donations of cans of soup for the Clifton Avenue Church of God food pantry will 

begin on January 29 and continue through February 12 - Super Bowl Sunday.   

Please put cans in the grocery cart in the Family Room.  We will display the cans 

on the chancel on Souper Bowl Sunday.   
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Session Highlights 

The Session met in stated meeting January 17, 2023, in person.  The Moderator, Rev. Dwight McCormick opened 
the meeting with prayer.  

Rev. McCormick requested session to agree to read/study and discuss on Zoom a book on systemic poverty as a 
part of our commitment as a Matthew 25 congregation.  Session agreed and noted that congregation members 
would be welcome to participate. 

Rev. McCormick updated information on planned use of the church by the Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts group.          
Approximately 40 children will be meeting weekly on Tuesdays from 6 to 7 pm and using the Family Room, the 
Loft, and the downstairs Community Room. 

Finance Committee report:  

 The financial report for December showed, year-to-date, an income of $154,128 and expenses of $188,524      
 giving a deficit of $34,395 for 2022. 

 Finance Committee presented and Session approved the budget for 2023, with a projected deficit of $ 40,771.  
A one-page summary of the 2023 budget will appear in the Annual meeting packet.   

 Finance Committee presented and Session approved the corrected Pastor‘s terms of call for 2023.  This will be 
added to the agenda for the Annual Meeting on January 29 for the congregation‘s vote. 
 
The Strategic Planning Committee outlined plans for their informational luncheon following worship on February 
12, 2023.  This will be a soup lunch to tie in with ―Souper-Bowl‖ Sunday.  Reports on progress by the various task 
force groups will be made and suggestions/comments taken from those attending. 
 
The next stated meeting of Session is on February 21, 2023 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee 

    Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210 

    Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473 

    Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475 

    Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894 

    Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180 

 

Phone numbers for transportation needs: 

    Springfield ADA Paratransit --  (937) 328-7228 

    United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948 

 

The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members, 
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations 
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us 
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of 
the above areas. 

We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making           
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if 
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the 
Northminster Family. 
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WHAT DID THE FISHERMAN 
SAY TO THE MAGICIAN? 

 

PICK A COD, ANY COD. 

 

You can make a donation from our website!   Here is how you do 
it: 

Go to:  northminsterspringfield.org  - When the page comes up, go 
to the bottom and click on ―MAKE A DONATION‖.  Click the 
yellow ―DONATE‖ button.   

From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or credit 
card.   

When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster, right 
click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a choice of    
making this automatic if you wish. 

2023 Gifts Remembering . . . . . . 

 

Paula Feldner 

 

 



           February 2023 
 February  1 Music/Worship—6:00 p.m. 

   Strategic Planning — 7:00 p.m. 

 February  3 Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m. 

 February  5 Deacons meeting after worship 

 February  6 Young Woman‘s Mission—9:30 a.m. 

 February  7 Boy Scouts—6:00 p.m. 

 February  8 PW Board—10:00 a.m. 
 February  9 Simunye at St. John—6:30 p.m.  
 February 12 Soup Luncheon 
   Souper Bowl Sunday soup collection 
   Mission/Outreach mtg. after worship 
 February 13 Esther Circle—6:30 p.m.  
 February 14 Finance Committee—6:00 p.m. 
   Boy Scouts—6:00 p.m. 
 February 18 COG Breakfast 
 February 19 Communion 
 February 21 Boy Scouts—6:00 p.m. 
   Session—7:00 p.m. 
 February 22 Ash Wednesday at Northminster—6:00 p.m. 
 February 23 Simunye at St. John—6:30 p.m. 
 February 26 Newsletter Deadline 
 February 27 Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m. 
 February 28 Boy Scouts—6:00 p.m. 
 

―I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.‖                                                                                                              

John 13:34 
Vision Statement:  Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ and learn how to follow The Way of Jesus. 

Mission Statement:  Worship and Serve God while connecting with people to meet their needs.   
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