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The Northern Light is           
published  monthly.   

If there is an omission or an error,  

please contact the editor so a  
correction can be made. 

Thank You                                               
Tammy Hickman, Newsletter Editor 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
Christmas lasts 12 days just like the  
familiar song says. It goes from         
December 25th through January 6th. The 
difference in the song and our            
celebration is we don’t use all those 
birds and maids and drummers. Instead, 

we celebrate by observing the 12th day of Christmas on what is 
called Epiphany. Sometimes we do this in worship on the Sunday 
closest to it.  Epiphany is on January 6th, 2023. So, January 8th 
would be the Sunday to celebrate it. Epiphany marks the day 
when the magi from the east come to worship Jesus.  

The revelation of God in Jesus Christ to Gentiles is the message 
of Epiphany. The magi we traditionally call “three wise men” or 
“three kings” were Gentiles--astrologers from a foreign land. 
They too want to worship this newborn king. So, they travel and 
ask Herod where the King of the Jews is. Rather than sharing their 
excitement as he pretends to do, Herod is frightened and wants to 
kill the Christ child. The magi are warned in a dream not to return 
to him, but to go back to their country by another route. They do.  

Matthew’s Gospel is telling the reader Jesus is not just the savior 
sent to save Israel. Matthew is saying explicitly that Jesus is the 
savior of the world. That’s good news! The Gentiles are included 
in the New Covenant. These Gentile Magi paid Jesus homage and 
recognized Jesus’ divinity. They saw the Star of Bethlehem and 
traveled to where the star had stopped (over the place where Jesus 
was). They worshipped him and gave him some of their treasures, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

We are called to worship Jesus and give of our time, talents, and 
treasures too because of God being revealed in Christ. What gifts 
do we hope to bring to Jesus as an act of worship this year? I pray 
that the ministry we share will all be acts of worship of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

I hope we continue to bring our time and energy in worship of 
God investing in achieving the goals set by the Strategic Planning 
Committee. The goals are set up to give God glory.  

Some of the goals are happening even as I write this. For one arm 

of the Matthew 25 initiative (congregational vitality) the website 
is being built anew by Worship Times.  They are also going to 

manage our social media presence. Another goal for                 
congregational vitality is that T-shirts have been ordered and are 

going to be arriving in a couple of weeks.                                                                                                        

           (continued on next page) 
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Denise Molnar  January  4 

Nancye Maxwell January  6 

Gary Molnar  January  7 

Butch Dodds  January 10 

Phoebe McCormick January 18 

Lois Callam  January 18 

Jim Griffin  January 22 

Cindy Chesnut  January 27 

We can proudly wear these in the community to help get 

our name out a bit more. Another activity aimed at        
congregational vitality; we are going to have a Blessing of 

the Animals in the spring. We have a hymn sing on January 

1st as another congregational vitality activity.  

For our Matthew 25 goal of eradicating systemic poverty, 
we are looking at becoming more educated about the topic. 
We are hoping to understand not just the symptoms of   
poverty, but to help alleviate some of the causes. We hope 
to further partner with Promise Neighborhood in this vein. 
We also hope to do an immersion experience about poverty 
through Think Tank Inc. Another way we are working 
against poverty is to participate in Shoes for the Shoeless 
on January 12 at Simon Kenton Elementary School. You 
can sign up to help that day or bring donations of socks and 
money to give to the cause. These donations are being    
collected on the round table outside the sanctuary.  The 
deacons have led us in this effort.  

For another arm of the Matthew 25 initiative, (dismantling 
structural racism) we hope to work with a local racial     
reconciliation group called Simunye (meaning “we are 
one”) to learn more about structural racism and look at how 
we can be anti-racist.  

There is new life happening at Northminster as Jesus     
continues to reveal Himself, not just on Epiphany. He    
continues to be revealed in the love that we share with one 
another and the world. I pray we continue to celebrate 
Christmas for all 12 days and that we continue to celebrate 
Christ’s presence with us throughout the year. I pray you 
all have had a Merry Christmas so far. I pray you have a 
blessed new year that brings glory to God in the highest. 
Please pray this with me: 

Merciful Creator, we come to you humbled at your birth. 
Please help us celebrate your presence by giving of all that 
we are and all that we have, to bring you glory. We pray 
that during this new year we know the deep blessing of 
your grace and that we share that gift with others. We 
thank you for bringing us this far, and trust that you will 
carry us for our entire journey. Please guide our             
congregation to be the community you are calling us to be. 
Please direct our steps, our thoughts, our words, and our 
deeds, that we may honor you and your Son Jesus Christ, in 
whose name we pray, amen.  

Pastor Dwight 

 

 

Joe & Marta Stalder—January 26 
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Session Highlights 

 

The Session met in stated meeting December 20, 2022, in person.  The Moderator, Rev. Dwight McCormick 
opened the meeting with prayer.  

Rev. McCormick reported that he will take vacation time following the Christmas Eve service through December 
28th. 

Session set January 15, 2023, during the worship service for ordination/installation of new officers. 

Session set January 29, 2023, immediately following the worship service for the annual meeting of the                
congregation.  The purpose of the meeting is to receive reports from the various committees and organizations of 
the church and to receive the budget for 2023. 

Session approved a motion to invite Boy Scout Cub Pack 131 to meet at Northminster, with Northminster being 
their sponsoring organization. 

Finance Committee report:  

 The financial report for November showed, year-to-date, an income of $139,489 and expenses of $172,540   
 giving a deficit of $33,051. 

 Chair Carl Ahlm noted that Northminster’s investment earnings were up by about $12,000 in November due to 
 the stock market being up, but that the market is down again in December. 

 The committee presented the report on the review of Northminster’s 2021 financial records; 
 All was found to be in order. 
 
The next stated meeting of Session is on January 17, 2023 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Pastor and Session as we serve this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

CARE (Caring and Responsive Environment) Committee 

    Kevin Creager (Session) (937)631-7210 

    Emily Spriggs (Columbarium) (937)399-1473 

    Nancy Baker (Presbyterian Women) (937)399-0475 

    Cindy Chesnut (Deacons) (937)215-5894 

    Lindy McMahon (Congregation) (937)305-7180 

 

Phone numbers for transportation needs: 

    Springfield ADA Paratransit --  (937) 328-7228 

    United Senior Services -- (937) 323-4948 

 

The intent of this committee is to assist the church in responding to the deaths of church or family members, 
illnesses, or hospitalizations, and personal or family crises. We need to remind you that HIPAA regulations 
now forbid hospitals or funeral homes from contacting the church, so we are asking you to contact one of us 
or the church directly, if you have a family need or become aware of someone that does have a need in one of 
the above areas. 

We would also like to establish a pool of volunteers to assist in making calls, sending cards, making           
visitations (when we are allowed), and providing transportation or food when needed. So please contact us if 
you are interested in supporting your fellow church members in any of these ways. We are all members of the 
Northminster Family. 



THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

 
This Women’s retreat last year was wonderful and we would like to encourage more 
women from our church to go.  For more information talk with Diana, Julie, or Sue. 

THANK YOU!!!! 

 

For those of you who purchased poinsettias 
to help decorate the church for Christmas this 
year, your purchase will help additional 
agencies!!  

When it came time to pick up poinsettias 
from Krogers, we were given a special       
discount. which meant there was  $134 left 
over.   We have decided to split this money 
and give half to the Clifton Avenue COG 
Food Pantry and half to the Shoes for the 
Shoeless. 

Thank you for ordering poinsettias! 
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ADULT VISIONARY MINISTRY 

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we hold dear:  our health, our   
family and our friends. 

Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these are nothing but binding chains. 
Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us serve all who are 
in need, regardless of race, color or creed. 

Let us keep God of our own understanding in our hearts and to chant God's name each day. Let 
us lead the world from darkness to light, from falsehood to truth and from wrong to right. 

Let us remember that we are all one, embracing all, discriminating against none. 

May your year be filled with peace, prosperity, and love. May God's blessings shower upon 
you and bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy, and peaceful new year. 

On Sunday, January 8, after the church service, Jim Griffin will present a program on ways 

to protect yourself and your money from scams coming at you by mail, telephone, or        

on-line through email or "pop-ups".  Please plan to stay for this important information. 
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"Per Capita and Offering Envelopes" 
 
Offering envelopes for 2023 have been 
placed in your mailbox at church for pick 
up.  Per Capita for 2023, as set by        
Presbytery, is $53.10 per active member to 
help underwrite operating costs of our 
Presbytery.  This amount has been placed 
on each box of Offering envelopes as 
well.  If at all possible, we do ask that 
members try to pay their share of this 
cost.  If doing so, please denote on your 
check and/or envelope that this is for Per 
Capita costs. Feel free to stop by the 
church to pick up your envelopes, or if you 
prefer, call Tammy on Mondays or 
Wednesdays between 9 am and 2 pm, and 
she will meet you in the parking lot of the 
church and bring them to your car. 

WHAT DID THE 
BIG CHIMNEY SAY 

TO THE LITTLE    
CHIMNEY? 

 

“YOU’RE TOO 
YOUNG TO 
SMOKE.” 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 

Once again this year we are asking that you bring 
in cans of soup on the NFL’s Super Bowl Sunday 
which is February 12th.  You may begin bringing 
them in January 29th. The soup will be donated to 
the food pantry at the Clifton Avenue Church of 
God.  A place will be designated for them in the 
family room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering was collected on      
December 18th in the amount of $433. 

Thanks to all of you that donated to this offering. 
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You can make a donation from our website!   Here is how you 
do it: 

Go to:  northminsterspringfield.org  - When the page comes up, 
go to the bottom and click on “MAKE A DONATION”.  Click 
the yellow “DONATE” button.   

From there you can pay through Paypal or with a debit or credit 
card.   

When it says you have donated $XXX.XX to Northminster, right 
click and print the amount for a receipt. You have a choice of 
making this automatic if you wish. 

2022 Memorials Recap  

$13, 565.00 in total 
 

   Gifts Remembering . . . 

Richard Bierley 

Jean Myers 

Carl Taylor 

Sharon Hoyle 

Lee Jordan 

Brian Triebelhorn 

Elinor Morgan 

Frank Otway 

Bob Parker 

David Girbert 

Donna Rankin 

Dick Krichbaum 

Paula Feldner 



            January 2023 
 January  1  New Year’s Day 

 January  2  Young Woman’s Mission—9:30 a.m. 

 January  3  Bible Study—10:30 a.m. 

    Mission/Outreach—6:30 p.m. 

 January  4  Music/Worship—6:00 p.m. 

    Strategic Planning – 7:15 p.m. 

 January  5  Dulcimer Club—3:00 p.m. 

 January  8  Communion 

    AVM Program after worship 

    Deacons meeting after worship 

 January  9  Esther Circle—6: 30 p.m. 

 January 10  Bible Study—10:30 a.m. 

    Finance Committee—6:00 p.m. 

 January 11  PW Board—10:00 a.m. 

 January 15  Installation/Ordination of Elders/Deacons 

 January 16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 January 17  Bible Study—10:30 a.m. 

    Session—7:00 p.m. 

 January 21  COG Breakfast 

 January 22  Newsletter Deadline 

 January 23  Quilt Guild—6:30 p.m. 

 January 24  Bible Study—10:30 a.m. 

 January 29  Congregational Meeting 

 January 31  Bible Study—10:30 a.m.    
   

Vision Statement:  Northminster Presbyterian Church will develop disciples of Jesus Christ and learn how to follow The Way of Jesus. 

Mission Statement:  Worship and Serve God while connecting with people to meet their needs.   
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