
   

   

  

 Sermon                               “Soft Hearted”                   Rev. Dwight McCormick II  

 
  *Hymn No. 76 “ My Song Is Love Unknown”    

          

 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

  Offertory                  

  

 *Response of Praise                            DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.   
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

 Generous God, we give you thanks that though the world is in financial

 turmoil that you are still with us.  We thank you for the provisions you have  

 faithfully given to us at all times and that we trust now will provide us with all 

 that we need.  Accept these, our offerings, as a means of bringing you glory 

 and praise in the name of Christ Jesus, AMEN.    

   
  *Hymn No. 86 “ When We Are Tempted to Deny Your Son”     
  

 *The Benediction  

  and Response         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                Piano/Organ             

 

 *Postlude    
* * * 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 

Please stay for fellowship in the  

Family Room following worship. 
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    5th Sunday                                      March 29, 2009                                     10:00 A.M. 

        in Lent                   The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 

  

 Gathering Music                  

  

 Welcome and Announcements  (pass attendance roster)  
    

 Pastoral Prayer 

  

 Prelude                                  

  

 Introit      “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                

           

 *Call to Worship                                                                              David Ahlstrom  

 Leader:   The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 

     covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.   

     (Jeremiah 31:31, NRSV) 

     What is the best way to mark a new beginning?  What determines 

     whether a relationship has changed or not? 

 People:  It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when 

     I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt . . . 

     (Jeremiah 31:31a, NRSV)  

 Leader:   Is it enough to simply write a list of all the new behaviors and declare,  

     “I’ve changed?” 

 People:   I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts . . .  

     (Jeremiah 31:33b, NRSV) 

 Leader:   Is it enough to attend a certain number of counseling sessions?  Or 

     does true change well up on the inside until it overwhelms you, and 

     people old and young know they can trust the new you, you’ve become. 

     Can we trust each other?  Do we trust God?  Can God trust us? 

 People:  They shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

     says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

     their sin no more.  (Jeremiah 31:34b, NRSV) 

    

 *Hymn No. 487 “When Morning Gilds the Skies”    

  

   

 *Call to Confession 

 Leader:   We are human.  We are broken vessels with the treasure of  

     Christ stored within us. 

 People:   Bring us healing, Jesus, by forgiving our sins. 

 

 *Prayer of Confession (unison) 

  Gracious and merciful God, we come today humbled by our need 

 for your love and the generosity with which you give it.  Keep us from  

 building up walls around our hearts and minds that keep out thoughts of  

 loving relationships, that divide us from our neighbors, and inflict our  

 selfishness on the world.  Forgive us, we pray, and cleanse us from all our  

 sins so that we may be strengthened for the call you give each of us.  Help 

 us to love others as you love us—with extravagant grace.   Amen.  

  

 *Assurance of Pardon 

  

*Response of Praise                                                                            GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end, Amen, Amen. 

  

 Joys and Concerns 

      

 Congregational Prayer Response 

       O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer,  

        When we call answer us. 

       O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, 

        Come and listen to us.  

 

 Anthem               “Name of All Majesty”                               

 

 Children’s Time and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

      

 First Reading                                   John 12:20-36                                                                                                     

     Leader:  The Word of the Lord                  People:  Thanks be to God 

 

 Second  Reading                       Jeremiah 31:27-34                        

  Leader:  The Word of the Lord                  People:  Thanks be to God 

                         


