
 



   Northminster Presbyterian Church        
    Welcomes You to Worship 

            First Sunday                        November 27, 2011                                  10:00 A.M.                   
               of Advent       The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
                                        
 Prelude     
 Welcome and Announcements  (pass attendance roster)                            
 Opening Prayer    
 Introit                  

 
*Call to Worship                                Jim Griffin                                        

   Leader:    In every season of life, 
  People:  God is always with us, even when we believe otherwise. 
  Leader:    In this season of waiting, 
  People:  Jesus reminds us that Bethlehem is the beginning of our  
        discipleship, not the end of the journey. 
  Leader:    In this season of Advent anticipation and hope, 
  People:  the Spirit opens our ears to the songs of the angels.     
  

*Hymn No. 23 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
 
Call to Reconciliation 
 
Responsive Prayer of Confession  

  Leader:    Holy God of Advent, you come near to us, yet we continue to seal 
        our hearts with indifference to a suffering world. 
  People:  Tear open our hearts, and make us more compassionate. 
  Leader:    You approach us with bundles of mercy to kindle our hope, but we 
        continue to build our lives with the bricks of bitterness. 
  People:  Tear open our anger, so we might become more  
        forgiving. 
  Leader:    You draw near, longing to embrace us, but we fold our arms,  
        closing ourselves off from those all around us. 
  People:  Tear open our souls, so we might become children  
        of Advent. 
  Leader:   God, shaper-of-our-lives: 
  People: have mercy; 
                        (continued on next page) 

 



  Leader:    Jesus, Word-which-does-not-pass-away: 
  People:  fill us with your grace; 
  Leader:    Holy Spirit, Giver-of-the-Light-of-peace: 
  People:  Shine through our lives.  
 

 Silence is kept for individual confession of sin 
  Leader:   Amen. 

 
 Assurance of Pardon                                                           
  Leader:    Even now, God approaches us, mercy transcending anger, 
         hope overcoming despair, life triumphing over death.  This is 
         good news, my friends; this is news of great joy for each of us. 
  People:  Enriched in every grace, blessed with joy and hope,  
        transformed by love, we will live as people of Advent.   
        Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
   
 Congregational Response                

            Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

  
Joys and Concerns          
                
Congregational Prayer Response            
    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call answer me. 
    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  All my hope comes from God. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. God, the well-spring of life. 

    
 Anthem                                                                  
          
 Children’s Time                 
  
 Lighting of the First Advent Candle (see insert)             Jim Griffin 
       
 First Reading                                                Isaiah 64:1-9
              Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
   People:  Thanks be to God 
             
  
  

            First Sunday                        November 27, 2011                                  10:00 A.M.                      

                          

                                         



 Second Reading                                                    Mark 13:24-37 
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
 

 Sermon                          Rev. Dwight McCormick II  
   
 *Hymn No. 9 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
  

 Minute for Mission       Christmas Joy Offering                     Susan Dersch 
 
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory             
  
 *Response of Praise                                                            OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   
 Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen 

  
 *Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
  We bring our gifts to you, Lord God, with cheerfulness and a  
 joyful heart.  Grant that with our gifts we may also offer a ready 
 mind  and a willing spirit to show forth in our lives the truth of the 
 gospel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
   
 *Hymn No.  56 “The First Nowell”  
  
 *Benediction  
  Leader:  Take time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet reflection— 
                              For the light of God’s love is discernible everywhere.   
  All:        We will let ourselves be surprised by wonder, 
                     and set aside time to offer quiet thanks. 
  Leader:  The good news of Advent is this: 
                             Christ is coming. Christ is always coming. 
  All:       We will welcome Christ into our hearts. 
                                        We will let ourselves be guided by his ministry. 
                           We will go forth from this place in hope.  
  
 *Response  
      

            *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

  


