
   Northminster Presbyterian Church        
    Welcomes You to Worship 

               3rd Sunday                        December 11, 2011                                  10:00 A.M.                  
                 of Advent     The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
                                        
 Prelude     
 Welcome and Announcements  (pass attendance roster)                            
 Opening Prayer    
  
 Bell Choir Introit          “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”                                 
     

*Call to Worship                                 Emily Spriggs 
 Leader:   Here, in this place, 
       we discover the great things God has done. 
 People: In story and song, in silence and sacrament, 
      we are reminded that God's relationship with us 
      lasts forever. 
 Leader:   Here, with these people, we find our true home 
 People: where we can run home laughing, 
      after being lost for so long. 
 Leader:   Here, during this holy season, 
      we hear those promises made so long ago. 
 People: Of the One who repairs all our mistakes, 
      of the One who reshapes our brokenness.    
 
*Hymn No. 40 “Joy to the World!” 
 
Call to Reconciliation 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession  

      Anointer of righteousness: you whisper songs about mercy to us, 
 but we would rather rejoice in another's misery.   When we would dam 
 off the Spirit with our shoulds and shall nots, you knock down our 
 words, so grace can flood into the world.  When we gossip about the 
 foolishness of our friends, you testify to us of their compassion and 
 kindness. 
       Forgive us, Giver of grace.  Salvation is your gift to us, not 
 something we can buy on sale.  Joy is that seed you plant deep within 
 us, so we may share the harvest with all we meet.  Hope is the healing 
 offered to our brokenness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  



 Silence is kept for individual confession of sin 
  Leader:   Amen. 

 
 Assurance of Pardon                                                           
  Leader:   This is the good news:  God anoints us with grace and 
        peace, not so we can become better than others, but so 
        we can be the servants of a hurting and hungering world. 
  People: We will go, taking the good news with us, testifying  
        to all we meet, with our words, our hearts, our  
        lives.  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 
 Congregational Response                

            Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

  
Joys and Concerns          
                
Congregational Prayer Response            

    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
 when I call answer me. 

    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
 come and listen to me. 

    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  
 All my hope comes from God. 

    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  
God, the well-spring of life. 

    
 Anthem             “Et In Terra Pax”                          
                                                                        
 Children’s Time                 
  
 Lighting of the Third Advent Candle (see insert)       Denise Molnar    
       
 First Reading                  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11                                                    
             Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
   People:  Thanks be to God 
  
 Second Reading                                               John 1:6-8, 19-28                     
       Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
           
  

               3rd Sunday                        December 11, 2011                                  10:00 A.M.                      

                          



 Sermon                          Rev. Dwight McCormick II  
   
 *Hymn No. 31 “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” 
  
 Minute for Mission         Christmas Joy Offering                       Joe Stalder                    
 
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”      
       
 *Response of Praise                                                            OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   
 Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen 

  
 *Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
  We bring our gifts to you, Lord God, with cheerfulness and a  
 joyful heart.  Grant that with our gifts we may also offer a ready 
 mind  and a willing spirit to show forth in our lives the truth of the 
 Gospel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
   
 *Hymn No.  41 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
  
 *Benediction/Commission and Blessing  
  Leader:   Rejoice in God always, and again I say, rejoice, 
       for God has created you with the capacity for joy. 
  People:   We will find what makes us joyful, 
       and make that our gift to the world. 
  Leader:   Trust in God’s good will for all of creation 
       and open yourself to God’s gentle, transforming love.   
  People:   We will welcome new possibilities in our lives. 
       We will offer ourselves to God’s goodness. 
       We will go forth in hope, and peace, and joy. 
    
 *Response         “He Will Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd” 
 
 *Postlude               

 *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
  

 We invite you to stay for fellowship in the  
 Family Room following worship. 

        
  


