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    Welcomes You to Worship 
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               Time                The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
                                        
 Prelude     
  
 Welcome and Announcements      
  
 Opening Responsive Prayer       Rev. McCormick 
  Leader:   We hunger for power, and you feed us the bread of humility; 
               we long for freedom, and you invite us to drink the cup of self-denial. 
               Faithful and Just God: 
  People: our songs of gratitude will echo down the hallways  
       of creation. 
  Leader:   You speak and all the props are knocked out from under our pride. 
               Then, you astound us by reaching out your hand to lift us to our feet 
               so we may follow you.  Holy Gift of God: 
  People: our songs of praise will echo down the hallway of our  
       hearts. 
  Leader:   Without your wisdom, we would be speechless; without your peace, 
               we would be heartless; without your presence, we would be graceless. 
               Bearer of Truth: 
  People: our songs of joy will echo down the hallways of eternity. 
  Leader:   God in Community, Holy in One, may our songs echo in your heart 
               this and each day. Amen. 
 
 Introit            “Sing and Rejoice”                
  

*Call to Worship                                  Susan Dersch      
  Leader:   Thinking we know all the answers, yet wondering if we haven't  
        missed something: 
  People: we enter this sanctuary of Truth. 
  Leader:   In the company of sinners, in cahoots with saints: 
  People: we gather as God's people. 
  Leader:   Standing by folks of deep, abiding faith; seated with those who  
        stumble through the Kingdom: 
  People: we lift our praise to God.         



 *Hymn No. 13 “He Has Made Me Glad”  (green hymnal) 

Call to Reconciliation 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession  

     God our God: we fill our souls with the empty sounds of our 
 culture, and wonder why we are so empty when we need words of 
 hope, of grace, of comfort.  We are careful to follow the  
 prescriptions our doctors give us, yet pay little heed to your hopes 
 for us.  We puff out our chests over what good people we are, yet 
 do not notice how our pride trips those who seek to follow Jesus. 
     Forgive us, Holy One, and be gracious to us:  astound us with 
 your words, so we may learn your ways; nourish us with your 
 mercy, so we may be filled with life; enter our empty souls, till they 
 overflow with praise for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and  
 Savior. 
 
 Silence is kept for individual confession of sin 
  Leader:   Amen. 

 
 Assurance of Pardon             
  Leader:   Of all the astounding works of God, this may be the most  
        wonderful:  God is gracious and merciful  -  to us! 
  People: What has this to do with us?  Everything! 
               What is this?  Good news, of the very best kind! 
               We are forgiven.  We give thanks to our God with all 
               our hearts.  Amen. 
     

 Congregational Response                
            Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
  
Joys and Concerns          
                
Congregational Prayer Response            
    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call answer me. 
    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. All my hope comes from God. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. God, the well-spring of life. 
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 Anthem             “Lord, Lead Me, Lord”                        
                                                     
 Children’s Time     
 
 First Reading                                                 Psalm 111
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
 Second Reading                                       James 3        
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 Sermon                                                                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II   
   
 *Hymn No.  324 “Open My Eyes That I May See”  
  
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory “The Lord Is My Shepherd”            
       
 *Response of Praise                                                            OLD HUNDREDTH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen 
  
 *Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
  We bring our gifts to you, Lord God, with cheerfulness and a  
 joyful heart.  Grant that with our gifts we may also offer a ready  mind 
 and a willing spirit to show forth in our lives the truth of the Gospel; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
   
 *Hymn No. 341 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”    
  
 *Benediction  
 
 *Response                          “Sing and Rejoice”  
     

 *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
        The Annual Congregational Meeting begins at the close of worship.

  

  Memory Verse  
James 3:17-18 


