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   Northminster Presbyterian Church        
    Welcomes You to Worship 

            4th Sunday                                March 18, 2012                                        10:00 A.M.          
                 in Lent            The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
                                        
 Prelude     
  
 Welcome and Announcements      
  
 Opening Prayer  
  
 Introit                        

 
*Call to Worship                                        Jim Griffin                                       

  Leader:   The sinners, the saints; the broken, the whole: 
  People: We all come seeking the One who offers grace and hope. 
  Leader:   The doubters, the devout; the wonderers, the wanderers: 
  People: We all seek to follow the One who works for justice and 
       hope for all of God's people. 
  Leader :  The hesitant, the heroic; the grandparents, the little children: 
  People: We all listen for the songs of joy all creation sings to the  
       One who gives life and peace. 
  
 *Hymn of the Month No. 25 “Psalm 95:  Come, Worship God”   (green hymnal) 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession  
  When we look for our place cards at the table of honor, do we see 
you standing at the back of the room with the servers? When we walk 
around the homeless on the way to the ballgame, do we see you sitting in 
the doorway with the hungry children? When we tell others to pull them-
selves up, have we forgotten how many people reached out their hands to 
us along the way?  
 Forgive us, God who offers mercy to us, and desires that we share 
grace with others. If we would truly follow, we must be willing to take off 
our Sunday best and put on the aprons of service, offering everyone we 
meet the bread of life and cup of hope which have come to us through  
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
           



 Silence is kept for individual confession of sin 
  Leader:   Amen. 

 
 Assurance of Pardon             
  Leader:  Here's the good news: it's not up to us.  
       God has not wavered in keeping the covenant of grace,  
       of hope, of mercy, of life. 
  People: By God's grace, we are forgiven;  
       by God's healing, we are made whole;  
       by God's constant love, we are restored to life. 
       Thanks be to God. Amen. 
    

 Congregational Response                
            Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
 and renew a right spirit within me. 

  
Joys and Concerns           
                
Congregational Prayer Response            

    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  
when I call answer me. 

    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  
come and listen to me. 

    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  
All my hope comes from God. 

    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  
God, the well-spring of life. 

   
 Choral Anthem                     “Greater Love”                             
                                              
 Children’s Time     
 
 First Reading        Hosea 6:1-6
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
 Second Reading                                                                                 Matthew 9:9-13         
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
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 Sermon       “I Desire Mercy, Not Sacrifice”            Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
   
 *Hymn No.  78 “Alas!  And Did My Savior Bleed” 
  
 Minute for Mission     One Great Hour of Sharing                 Carol Emerich 
 
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”             
            
 *Response of Praise                                                                OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
 Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen 

  
 *Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
  We bring our gifts to you, Lord God, with cheerfulness and a  
 joyful heart.  Grant that with our gifts we may also offer a ready  mind 
 and a willing spirit to show forth in our lives the truth of the Gospel; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
    
 *Hymn No.  83 “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”  
  
 *Benediction  
   
 *Bell Choir Response “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”           
     

 
 *Postlude  

 *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
  

            We invite you to stay for fellowship  
 in the family room following worship. 

          

Memory Verse  
Matthew 9:13 

Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  
For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners. 


