
      Northminster Presbyterian Church       
Lessons and Carols on the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

       December 24, 2012                                                                                              6:00 P.M. 
  
 Prelude  
  “In the Bleak Midwinter” - Northminster Bell Choir 
  Vocal Solo - Sharon Stout 
  Piano Solo -  Hayden Jackson 
 
 Entrance on Bell Choir     "O Come, All Ye Faithful" 
  
 Invitation to Worship                                    Rev. McCormick 
 Leader:   Beloved in Christ, we are gathered together on Christmas Eve to prepare our hearts 
      for the coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ; to meditate upon the mystery of that 
      Incarnation by which our nature is redeemed, and to receive with joy the message 
      of our salvation.  
 People: Drop down, O heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down  
      righteousness. Let the earth open, and let them bring forth  
      salvation.   Isaiah 45:8  
 Leader:   Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our  
      nature upon him, and to be born of a pure virgin. Grant that we, who have been 
      born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
      by your Holy Spirit:  
 People: through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit 
      be honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

I. AT THE MANGER: MARY  

  Bell Choir        “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella”  
The lighting of the Christ Candle and the Advent Wreath. 

  
  The story of Mary:  St. Luke 1:26-35             Rob & Liz Adams and Family 
  
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
 a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name 
 was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But 
 she was much perplexed by his words, and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
 angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you 
 will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
 and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
 his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
 will be no end." And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel 
 said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will  
 overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of 
 God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
 your word."  
 



 Leader:  The word of the Lord  
 People: Thanks be to God.  
  Leader:   The Lord himself will give you a sign.  
 People: Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.  
  Leader:    And they shall name him Emmanuel,  
 People: Which means, God is with us.    Isaiah 7:14  
  
 Let us pray. Almighty God, in choosing the Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, you 
 made known your gracious regard for the poor and lowly. Grant us grace to receive your 
 Word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  All of God’s people 
 said:  
 People: Amen.  
 

 II. AT THE MANGER: JOSEPH  

  Piano Solo                               "O Little Town of Bethlehem"  

 
 The story of Joseph:  St. Matthew 1:18-21                                                                    Jim Griffin                           
  
 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
 been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
 from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
 expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had  
 resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and said, "Joseph, 
 son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
 from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
 his people from their sins."  
 
 Leader:   The word of the Lord  
 People:  Thanks be to God.  
 Leader:   A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse.  
 People: And a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
  Leader:   The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.  
 People: The spirit of wisdom and understanding.  
 Leader:   The spirit of counsel and might.  
 People: The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.    Isaiah 11:1-2  
   Leader:   Let us pray. O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph 
 to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us 
 grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands; through  
 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
 People: now and forever.  Amen.  
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III. AT THE MANGER: THE STAR  

  Women’s Choir            “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  

  
 The story of the Star:  St. Matthew 2:1-2,7-10                                                       Susan Dersch 
  
 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
 wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king 
 of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him." Then 
 Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
 appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
 child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
 him." When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had 
 seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  
  
 Leader:   The word of the Lord  
 People: Thanks be to God.  
  Leader:   Arise, shine, for your light has come.  
 People: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
 Leader:   For darkness shall cover the earth,  
 People: And thick darkness the peoples.  
  Leader:   But the Lord will arise upon you,  
 People: And his glory will appear over you.    Isaiah 60:1-2  
  Leader:   Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the 
      peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, 
      where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 People: who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
      forever.   Amen.  
  

IV. AT THE MANGER: ANGELS  

  *Hymn #25                                "Away in a Manger"  

  
 The story of the Angels: St. Luke 2:8-14                           Diana Schneider 
  
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
 night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
 around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
 see -- I am bringing you good news of a great joy for all the people; to you is born this 
 day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
 you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
 there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
 
  



 Leader:   The word of the Lord  
 People: Thanks be to God.  
 Leader:   Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings.  
 People: Lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good  
     tidings.  
  Leader:   Lift it up, do not fear.  
 People: Say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!"   Isaiah 10:9  
  Leader:   Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, 
      redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free 
      from the old slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 People: who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
     forever, Amen.  

 
V. THE BIRTH OF CHRIST  

  Piano Solo                           “Christmas Eve Medley”                                  Hayden Jackson 

  
 The story of Jesus' Birth:  St. Luke 2:1-7                                                                  Alex Creager 
 
 In those days a decree went out from the Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
 registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
 Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
 Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was  
 descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
 whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
 came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
 him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
 the inn.  
  
 Leader:   The word of the Lord  
 People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 Adult Choir    “A Christmas Eve Gospel”  
 
 Meditation                              Rev. McCormick 
 
 Bell Choir                            “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  
 
  Nicene Creed                 Rev. McCormick 
 Leader:   Let us confess our faith in Jesus Christ together.  Please join with me as we 
      confess: 
 People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
      and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
      
 

   



 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  
 begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
 God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
 things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
 suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
 with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
 of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
      
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
 the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
 glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
 catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the  
 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
 of the world to come.   Amen.  
  
 Offering                                         “Panis Angelicus”                               Alex Ryan, Trumpet
    
 Offertory Prayer                Rev. McCormick 
 Leader:   Let us pray. Jesus, Lord of Christmas,  
 People: We are mindful of the supreme gift that you gave us in a manger at 
      Bethlehem. Humbly we offer our gifts of service and possessions in 
      joyful thanksgiving for the love you have shown us. Accept these 
      gifts for the sake of your Son who was born to us, Jesus Christ our 
      Lord.  Amen.  

 
VI. THE LIGHT OF CHRIST FILLS OUR HEARTS  

  Distribution of the Light:  

 
As the elders pass the light to members of the congregation, 

please pass it to the person next to you. 
PLEASE do NOT tip a lighted candle.  

As the light is being passed, the Minister reads the following:  
  
 Lesson of Light:  St. John 1:1-14  

  
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
 was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him       
         not one thing came into being. In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
  



 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man   
 sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
 that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
 the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was 
 in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
 him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
 who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
 of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth.  
  
 Song of Simeon 
 People: Lord, now let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. 
     My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the 
     sight of every people: a light to lighten the nations and the glory of 
     your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
      Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
     Amen.   St. Luke 2:29-32  
  
 *Hymn Silent Night (all sing)  
  

 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright  
         Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  

 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.  
 

 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
 Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!  

 Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!  
  

 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light  
 Radiant beams from your holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,  

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.  
  

 Closing Prayer and Benediction 
 Leader:   Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made this holy night shine with the  
      brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light 
      of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
 People: through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
      with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  Leader:   The Almighty and Incarnate God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now 
      and forever.  
 People: Amen.  

 All extinguish their candles. 
   Postlude  
 

   


