
 

Northminster Presbyterian Church 
Holy Humor Sunday 
Sunday, April 7, 2013 



      Northminster Presbyterian Church       
    Welcomes You to Worship 

           Holy Humor                                April 7, 2013                                         10:00 A.M.           
           Sunday          The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
  
 Prelude     
  
 Welcome and Announcements 
  
 Prayer of Invocation                             

  
 Choral Introit   “If You’re Happy and You Know It”          

                                                                      
 *Call to Worship  (based on Psalm 66)                                          Susan Dersch           
  Leader:  Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! 
           Sing of God’s glorious name, 
       glorify him with your praise! 
  People: Everything on earth will worship you; 
       they will sing your praises, 
       shouting your name in glorious songs. 
  Leader:   Come and see what our God has done, 
        what awesome miracles he has done for us! 
  People: Let the whole world bless our God and sing his praise. 
       Our lives are in his hands, 
       and he keeps our feet from stumbling. 

   
*Hymn                  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (see insert)   
 
Call to Reconciliation 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession   

  You know better than we do, Amused God, what important people 
 we believe we are. Believing we have to be serious all the time, we miss 
 out on the joy of your creation. Choosing to feast on the pain of the 
 world, we skip the picnic offered in paradise. Clinging to the despair 
 which is our best friend, we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to 
 your heart. 
  Forgive us, Heart of Joy, and make us open to the startling, and 
 upside-down, ways in which you work. Fill us with Easter's laughter; 
 fill us with your healing joy; fill us with the love poured into us through 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

       



Silence is kept for individual confession of sin     
       
 Assurance of Pardon 
  Leader:   The Gospels tell us over and over again of the joy which   
            comes to us through Christ. When Jesus was around, lives   
            were changed, the sick were healed, the sorrowful began to  
            laugh with joy.  The good news is that this joy is now given   
            to us. 
  People: Through the Holy Spirit, we are gifted with joy.  
       We are sent forth to bring good news to the  
       oppressed, to bring healing to the broken, to anoint  
            everyone with the oil of gladness. Thanks be to God,  
            we are forgiven.  Amen. 

                  
 Congregational Response                

 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 
 Joys and Concerns 

 
Congregational Prayer Response            

    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  
when I call answer me. 

    O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  
come and listen to me. 

    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.   
All my hope comes from God. 

    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  
God, the well-spring of life. 

 
            Bell Choir Anthem          “JuBELLation”    
 
 Children’s Time     
 
 First Reading                 Psalm 25
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
 Second Reading                                                 Romans 6:10-23                                                                     
            Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                  
  People:  Thanks be to God 
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                                         Susan Dersch            



 Sermon                                                                       Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
  
 *Hymn       “God Bless You Merry, Sinner” (see insert) 
 
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory                      
  
 *Response of Praise                                                                OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
 Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen 

  
 *Prayer of Dedication (unison)  

 Provider God, we present our lives and our resources to you in 
 service to the Kingdom of God.  Grant that they may be invested in 
 proclaiming the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord.  We commit to serving and glorifying you with all that has been 
 entrusted to our care.  Amen. 

    

 *Hymn   “Hark!  The Herald Angel Said”  (see insert) 
 
  *Benediction   
  and Choral Response      “Amen”  
   
 *Postlude 
               

 *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

 Please stay for fellowship in the 
 Family Room following worship. 

 
         Thank you to Rev. Thom Shuman for his ongoing creativity  

           in providing us with liturgy for our worship services.   
            His take on the weekly lectionary lessons adds to our worship. 

    
                              

  


