
Northminster Presbyterian Church        
Lessons and Carols on the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2013                                                                                              6:00 P.M. 
  
Prelude  
   
*Processional    “Awake!  Awake and Greet the New Morn”             No. 91 Green Hymnal 
    
*Welcome                                                                                                   Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Passing the Peace 
 Leader:   The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Worship                              “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                         No. 41 Blue Hymnal 
  
Lighting of the Advent Candles               Susan Dersch, Emily & Rob Aldinger 
 Leader:  This is a season of hope, a season of love, a season of joy, and a season of 
      peace.  We light the first candle as we remember that Jesus Christ comes to 
      us as grace embodied, and transforms us into one body. 
 People: Let the light of hope shine in our hearts! 
 Leader:  We light the second candle as we remember that the meaning of the season 
      is love. 
 People: Let the light of love shine in our lives! 
 Leader:  We light the candle of joy as we rejoice in God’s amazing works; nothing is
      impossible with God. 
 People: Let the light of joy be seen in us! 
 Leader:  We light the candle of peace to remind us that the Prince of Peace is about 
      to be born in Bethlehem.  God has not forgotten us! 
 People: Let the light of peace make every moment bright. 
 Leader:  Tonight is Christmas Eve, when the source of our hope, our love, our joy and 
     our peace came into the world.  Tonight we light the Christ candle, for Jesus is 
     born! 
 People: Christ is born to give us life!  It’s a wonderful life! 
   
*Hymn No. 31                  “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Old Testament Reading          Isaiah 9:2-7                            Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
Special Music                 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                             Hand bell Choir 
 
Christmas Meditation                                                                           Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
  
  



Gospel Reading    Mary and Joseph Go to Bethlehem - Luke 2:1-5    Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
Carol     “O Little Town of Bethlehem” verses 1 and 4                 No. 44 Blue Hymnal 
 
Lesson                                         Jesus Is Born - Luke 2:6-7                                                    Carl Ahlm 
 
Carol                 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” verses 1 and 2                  No. 27 Blue Hymnal 
 
Lesson          The Angel Appears to the Shepherds - Luke 2:8-12                          Julie Griffin 
 
Special Music      “The First Noel/Canon in D”                                        Chancel Choir 
 
Lesson    The Angels Sing of Jesus’ Birth - Luke 2:13-14                       Denise Molnar 
 
Carol               “Angels We Have Heard on High” verses 2 and 3           No. 23 Blue Hymnal  
 
Lesson       The Shepherds Go to See the Baby Jesus - Luke 2:15-16                Denise Molnar 
 
Carol             “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                          No. 37  Blue Hymnal 
 
Lesson               The Shepherds Go and Tell What They Have Seen—Luke 2:17-20       Rob Adams 
 
Carol                                   “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” verses 1 and 3          No. 29 Blue Hymnal     
 
The Offering 
 
*Response of Praise                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (unison) 
Giver of life and every blessing, as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, we seek to honor 
you with these gifts.  We pray that these gifts may help this church to change people’s lives and to 
spread your message of love.  In the name of the Babe in the manger, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Invitation 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

 



 Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 Leader:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
      you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. . . 
     . . . Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
     with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
     glory of your Name:  
 People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
      are full of your glory.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
      the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Leader:    We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
       known to us in creation . . . 
       . . . Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”  Let us say the 
       mystery of our faith: 
 People: We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await
                  his coming. 
 Leader:    And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you. . . 
      . . . By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
      and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
 People:  AMEN. 
 Leader:   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Distribution of the Bread and Cup 
              “Dona Nobis Pacem” and “Night of Silence”  
 
Prayer After the Supper 
 
Lighting the Candles 
 
*Carol            “Silent Night, Holy Night”                            No. 60 Blue Hymnal 

 
*Benediction 
 
*Carol                 “Joy to the World!”                 No. 40 Blue Hymnal 
 

~ ~ ~ 
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 


