
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sunday, March 16, 2014 



Northminster Presbyterian Church        
Welcomes You to Worship 

2nd Sunday                                   March 16, 2014                                     10:00 A.M.                     
    in Lent                 The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
  
Welcome and Announcements                                          
 
Prelude                            “These Forty Days”                                               POWELL 
 
Prayer of Invocation  
 
Introit                                         “What Wondrous Love”                                 CHRISTOPHER 
 
*Litany for Lent                               Susan Dersch 
 Leader: Christ of the comfortable, you would call us from our security and      
  sameness, down that unknown path which leads to God's heart: 
 People:  with trust, we would place our hands in yours, and         
  follow. 
 Leader: Companion of our sleepless nights, you would beckon us out of the 
  shadows of our fears, calling us to bring our doubts and  
  questioning hearts along: 
 People: with humility, we would listen to those answers we do  
  not expect, or even understand. 
 Leader: Word which creates out of nothingness, you would fill us with life  
  where we see only emptiness, you would keep your promises when 
  all ours lie littered on the ground: 
 People: we would let your grace transform us into faithful  
  disciples. 
 
 Silence is kept 
 
 Leader: Keeper of every moment, 
 People: walk with us, we pray. 
 Leader: Watcher in the night: 
 People: stay with us, we pray. 
 Leader: Spirit of new life: 
 People: be in us, as we pray together saying, 
 (The Lord's Prayer) 
    
*Hymn No. 485           “To God Be the Glory”                              Blue Hymnal 
 

 
 
 



Call to Reconciliation 
 
Unison Prayer of Forgiveness 
We are all too human, Faithful God, and so think we have nothing to 
learn from others, and thus discount ancestors in the faith like       
Nicodemus or Sarah.  We look for answers online, convinced that we 
can trust whatever we find.  We close tight the shutters of our souls, so 
the Spirit can only rattle us, but not get in to transform our lives. 

Yet you continue to keep watch of us, Promise Giver, whether it is 
when we swagger through the sunshine of our lives, or in those      
shadowed moments of uncertainty in the night.  You will not stumble 
as you continue to come to us, to lead us into your kingdom.  You will 
always be our help, whether or not we recognize it or accept it, even as 
you remained faithful to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
 Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: Our hope, our help, our peace, our joy - all come from God, the 
  One who loved us, and the world so much, that Jesus came to 
  bring us salvation. 
 People: Keeper of our souls, be with us; 
  Watcher of our days, lead us; 
  Salvation of our lives, have mercy on us.  Amen. 
 

*Response of Praise                        AVERY & MARSH 
        Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 

        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

       Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Congregational Prayer Response           

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me. 
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  All my hope comes from God.  

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. God, the well-spring of life. 
  
Anthem         “I Love the Lord” (Psalm 116)                       WATTS/SMALLWOOD         
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Children’s Time                               
           
First Reading        Genesis 12:1-4a          
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church        
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
  
 Second Reading              John 3:1-17
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church        
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon                                                                                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn No. 129     “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”      Green Hymnal  
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory                 “How Great the Wisdom and Love”                        DARLEY 
 
*Response of Praise                                                                    AVERY & MARSH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
             Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

   Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication  
Generous God, you shower us with gifts, including the greatest gift of 
all, your own Son, Jesus Christ.  In thanksgiving and praise, we offer 
you our time, our money, our very selves.  In these actions, we proclaim 
our intention to be a blessing in your world.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 145      “There Is a Redeemer”                            Green Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing       “O Wondrous Love”            CARTER 
 
*Benediction 

~ ~ ~ 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

The Special Congregational Meeting  
will begin at the close of worship. 

 

                      


