
Northminster Presbyterian Church        
Welcomes You to Worship 

Palm/Passion                                  April 13, 2014                                     10:00 A.M.                    
      Sunday              The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
  
Welcome and Announcements                                          
 
Prelude                       “Hosanna Fanfare”                    ELIOT 

 
Prayer of Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)  
 
Choral Introit   “Hosanna to the Son of David”         REAGAN                                
 
*Call to Worship                     Kate Smith 
 The palms (Psalm 118) 
 Leader: Open the gates! 
 People: Give us courage to walk through! 
 Leader: Lay down the cloaks. 
 People: We mark the journey to Love’s reign. 
 Leader: Lift up the branches! 
 People: Let us boldly proclaim God’s peace! 
 
 The passion (Psalm 31) 
 Leader: Grief wastes me. 
 People: Scorn surrounds me. 
 Leader: There is scheming against me. 
 People: My strength fails. 
 Leader: But your face shines. 
 People: I will trust in you. 
 Leader: And your love endures. 
 People: I will trust in you. 
  
*Hymn                   “The Palms”                                  See Screen/Insert 
 
Call to Confession 



Unison Prayer of Confession (Matthew 21, Psalm 118) 
O God, we stand at the gate, hesitant and uncertain; we are reluctant to 
answer your invitation; we are slow to embark on the journey toward 
your reign. Forgive us, we pray. Grant us the help we need to be your 
people—the courage to join you in the procession; the selflessness to 
lay our cloaks before you; the freedom to lift our palms to your glory; 
and the knowledge that by your grace we are forgiven.  
 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
 Leader: Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
  Leader: Hear this good news! The procession is ever moving forward. 
  We can join at any moment. The invitation still stands! 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
  Glory to God! Amen! 
 
*Response of Praise                        AVERY & MARSH 

        Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 
        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 
        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
       Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Congregational Prayer Response           

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  
when I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  
come and listen to me. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.   
All my hope comes from God.  

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise.  
God, the well-spring of life. 
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Anthem                   “Hosanna to the King! / All Glory, Laud, and Honor”               SCHRADER 

(The congregation is invited to join with the choir for two verses  
when the words appear on the screen. Pause for choir interlude.)  

 
Children’s Time                               
  
First Reading                 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church        
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading      Matthew 27:11-54           

(As the Matthew text is read, people are invited to bring their palm branches to the  
chancel and lay them on the steps or altar where they will wither throughout Holy Week.  

The invitation to this action highlights the move from triumphal entry with the  
waving of palms to a much more somber mood as the week progresses.) 

  
Sermon                                                                                                Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn No. 92      “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                             Blue Hymnal 
 
Minute for Mission      One Great Hour of Sharing                           Carol Emerich
   
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory                 “Song for Gethsemane”                   SMITH           
 
*Response of Praise                                                                               AVERY & MARSH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
             Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

   Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication (Philippians 2) 
Name above all names, as you emptied yourself for others, we offer ourselves 
and these gifts as a sign of our hope in your reign. Where there is death, bring 
life. Where there is sorrow, bring joy. Where there is injustice, bring courage 
for change. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 102           “Were You There?”                                   Blue Hymnal 

*Blessing                       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                             WATTS          

*Benediction 

*Postlude   

 *Those who are able are invited to stand.   

                      


